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"(340) WARREN- ROWLEY- AGENTS

VASHINGTON, NOV, 23 (AP)-SECRET SERVICE CHIEF JAMES.J, ROWLEY
CONCEDES 10 OF HIS MEN VIOLATED REGULATIONS THE NIGHT BEFORE PRESIDENT
KENNEDY WAS ASSASSINATED--BUT HE DID NOT PUNISH THEM FOR FEAR IT
WOULD PLACE AN UNDESERVED STIGMA ON THEM, ,

ROWLEY CAME TO THEIR DEFENSE IN JUNE 18 TESTIMONY BEFORE THE
WARREN COMMISSION, MADE PUBLIC TODAY,

HE SAID THE MEN VIOLATED SECRET SERVICE RULES BY DRINKING AT THE
FORT WORTH PRESS CLUB AND VISITING A NIGHT SPOT THERE DURING THE
EARLY MORNING HOURS OF NOV, 22. o

BUT HE SAID FOUR OF THE MEN INVOLVED WERE ASSIGNED TO THE
FOLLOVUP CAR, BEHIND KENNEDY, DURING THE DALLAS MOTORCADE, AND DID
THEIR JOBS WELL, | |
© ALL TOLD, ROVLEY SAID, NINE MEN WENT TO THE PRESS CLUB AND 10 MEN
VENT TO A FORT WORTH NIGKTSPOT CALLED THE CELLAR, WHICH DID NOT
SERVE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, |

CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN ASKED ROWLEY WHETHER AGENTS WHO WERE
NOT AFFECTED BY LIQUOR OR LACK OF SLEEP THE NICHT BEFORE WOULD NOT
HAVE BEEN MORE LIKELY TO SPOT A MAN WITH A RIFLE IN A WINDOW OVER-
LOOKING THE .MOTORCADE, S hE

®JELL, YES; HE WOULD BE,"™ ROWLEY REPLIED,
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", . o DON'T YOU THINK THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH MORE
ALERT, SHARPER, HAD THEY NOT BEEN DOING THESE THINGS?* WARRE
PERSISTED, _
WYES, SIRj BUT I DON'T BELIEVE THEY COULD HAVE PREVENTED THE
ASSASSINATION,» THE SECRET SERVICE CHIEF SAID,
ROVLEY SAID THE INFRACTIONS WERE INVESTIGATED, BUT NO DISCIP-
LINARY MEASURES WERE TAKEN AGAINST THE AGENTS INVOLVED,
"YELL," HE SAID, ™I DID CONSIDER WHAT TYPE OF PUNISHMENT WOULD BE
PROVIDED,"
"THEN I ALSO CONSIDERED THE FACT THAT THESE MEN IN NO WAY
" HAD=~THEIR CONDUCT HAD NO BEARING ON THE ASSASSINATION, AND,
THEREFORE, I THOUGHT THAT IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY, TO PLACE A
STIGMA ON THEM BY PUNISHING THEM AT THAT TIME, FROM WHICH INEVITABLY
THE PUBLIC WOULD CONCLUDE THAT THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT--I DIDN'T THINK THIS WAS FAIR, AND
THAT THEY DID NOT DESERVE THAT, WITH THEIR FAMILY AND CHILDREN,®
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