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jﬁne 2, 1967
825 Princeton Street
Santa Monica, California 90403

The Chief Justice of the United States
U.S. Supreme Court Building

1 First Street, N.E.

Washington, D. C. 20543

Dear Mr. Chief Justice:

Because of your expressed interest in the project for a
history of the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy, with which Lee Rankin and I have been
associated, you might be interested in knowing of the lack
of progress to date. At the time I spoke with you last
December, I had made applications for modest research
grants to the Social Science Research Council and the
American Philosophical Society. Although I had not listed
your name as a reference on these applications, or in any
others that I have ever made for this purpose, the American
Philosophical Society saw fit to ask your opinion of the
project. You were kind enough to send me a copy of your
letter to the Society.

Both applications for research grants were unsuccessful.

I am fully prepared to continue efforts to proceed with
this project, which I believe becomes more desirable and
more necessary with the passage of time. 1 hope to explore
other avenues and possibilities of assistance. If you

have any thoughts on the subject or any suggestions, I
would be most grateful to receive them. The absence of a
history of the Commission continues to make it possible

for doubt and suspicion to be cast on the Report, on the
Commission, and on the Staff. The longer the myths, rumors,
uninformed speculation, and malicious gossip continue to
circulate, the more necessary it becomes to set the record
straight.

Sincerely yours,

ot G

Alfred Goldberg

AG:mt
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June 19, 1967

Mp. Alfred Goldberg,
825 Prieceton Street, f
Sants Monica, Califorais 90403.
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July 17, 1974

Mr, Alfred Coldberg, ")C}‘g : 5 .
3842 N. 26th Street, 373749
Arlington, Virginis 22207,

Dear Mr. Goldberg:

I am writing again in reference to the article you enclosed
with your letter of June 22nd.

While Chief Justice Wazren did not have an opportunity to
respead perscaslly te youw letter, he did read the article and expreased
reservations to me about the wisdom of including the mmterial coscern-

persessDand politifad views of certain members of the Commis-
sien, He checked the s he thought should be deleted,and 1 have
crossed them out om the copy 1 am returaing herewith, He bas never
made sny comment about the difficultiss he may bave eacountered
with the other members, and after reading what he kad told you he felt
it would be betier if thosk portions were not included. Iam sure you
will caderstand. : -

Best wishes.

Sinc orniy yours,

Margaret K. McHugh,
Secretary.

S35 -53F2
3725 391t St AW




REPRODUCED FROM yﬂ COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCKLYL DLVLISLUN, LLDHARI UF LUNURLDD

A PR

3842 N. 26th Street
Arlington, Va. 22207
June 22, 1974

Dear Mr. Chief Justice,

Enclosed is a copy of the interview with
you on March 26. I regret that it has taken
so long to tramscribe. Please make such changes
as you wish and send it back to me. I shall
have it retyped and send a copy of the final
version back to you for your files.

I greatly appreciate your kindness and
patience in granting the interview. I hope
that I shall have additional opportunities to
meet with you and discuss the Commission and
other matters of mutual interest.

S8incerely,

s Gty
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Interview witk Chief Justice Earl Warren
March 26, 1974
By Alfrcd Goldberg

Wwhat were the circumstances of your selection and that of
the other commissioncrs?

Pfwo or three days after the assassination I was im conference
with the Court when I was told that the Deputy Attorney-
General -- Nick Katzenbach--, and the Solicitor General --
I believe it was Archibald Cox-- vere waiting to see me.
Tiey told me that because of the rumors and the worldwide,
excitement about the assassination, the President wanted
to apnoint a commission to investicate and report on the
entire matter. The Président wanted me to serve as the
Chairman of the Commission.

I had siven thousht previously %o the matter of Supreme
Court Justices serving on presidentiscl Commissions and had
concluded thzat it was not a good thing to do. I had expressed

‘myself on the subject in both private and public. I declined
“ the offer and asked Katzenbach and Cox to tell the President

why I did not consider it appropriazte. I reconmended some
other people, whose names I do not recall, for thec position.

Katzenbach snd Cox went away, and I thought that that settled

it. i
About an hour and & half later I recé1Ved-a call from

President Johnson askinz me to come up to the White House

to talk with him. I went to tne White House. The President
totd me that he felt that the assaasinatlon was such a
torrid event that it @ould lead us into® war, and toat if it
did it v H_hh—EEEEE__G3?Iﬁ“pbwemr"?ﬁ?‘EZIH_Tﬁﬁﬁfiﬁf
a inc of Defense*ﬁcN?mEra—who“ﬁad
anout 60 million pgﬁp}e. I stated my views about the matter
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but said that if the President thought it that important
for me to serve I would subordinate my views. Ha had al-
_ ready told me the names of the other members of the
'; Commission. He said that all of the others had agreed
! to serve if I would be the Chairman. The President had
pointed out that one of the dangers was that the Attorney-
General in Texas would try to set up a hearing and have a
carnival down there in Texas. Also, the Congressional
Committees in Washington would try to set into the act.
He said that if I agreed to serve as Chairman of the
Commission all of these other interferences would cease.
I said that i1f it was that important, I would serve.
Johnson announced the appointment by 7:30 p.m. My conversation .
wth him took place about. 5:00 p.m. Johnson also said he
would order the Federal establishment to make any and all
facts available and to help us in every way. -
I didn't see Presﬁgﬂbt Johnson more than two or three
times during the whole time we were working on the report.
And on those occasiongs there was never”any discussion of
the Commission. The same thing goes for everybody else in
“ the White House. No one tried to_touch or guide ys. We
held up the Report while we checked out last-minute items

“fon Oswald, pggEigElgElz_Egg_gne_ahnggxgifaitgggiﬂg_iqu
‘Texas town that was supposed e L ies in it.
We mmﬁM‘hat
4 A?Q“EEEEﬂﬁ_had-a i © the Commission idea
« accepted by IBJ. I had no contact with Fortas at that time.

Q. Did Fresident Johnson communicate to you any of his vieus
sbout the assassination? He is reported to have believed,

at least initially, that it was qagnmmugigghg}ot.

REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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It was obvious from my talk with Johnson that be was thinking

of Kbruéﬁév and Cas . There were rumors around the world
71 tha is wos the way the Communists had taken to get rid of

Q-

KenneGy. These rumors were influencing people here and abroad.
It was not clearly e i_ by him. There were, of course,
two theo tonspiracy. One was the theory about the

Conmunists. The other was that ! iends 4id_it as a

coup d'etat. Johnson didp! alk about that.

N

Did you have any preconceived ideas about the assascinati~n?
Did you entertain the notion of some kind of a conspiruzcy at
the beginning?

A. As soon as I read about Oswald working at the Texas Sehool Book

\‘ the policemen who czme to set him —-- those made a case. I
T o e e P

Q.

A.

building and leaving it as he did -- the only employee to dis-
appear -- and after the gun was found,with the cartridges, it
seemed to me that a surfece case was established. These cir-
cumstances, followed by his trip from the building -- getting
on a bus and getting a transfer, then getting a cab -- killing
Tippet -- and running into & theatre where he tried to shoot
never put any feith in a consciracy of any kind. =

When this and other information surfaced quickly -- the
gun from the mail order house-- there wss a case. The only thing
that gave me any pause about a conspiracy theory was that Oswald

had been a defector to Russia at one time. I don't %lieve that
I ever developed any conspiretorial theory. B

How was the Commission Staff chosen?

The selection of the staff was left to Lee Rankin. He may have
asked nme about peovle sometimes, but I left it to Rankin. He may
have known some people were friendly and acceptable. I don't know

whether any comaissioners recommended any people. I thoughCthat

the lawyers ousht to come from different pert of the country eme
and not from one group. I wanted the men to be independent and not
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to have any connections that might later be @mbarrassing.
Rankin showed me a list of senior and junior members and the
geograzphy ~- where they came from.

Do you think that any useful purpose would have been served by
appointment of en adversary counsel?

We were plagued at times by Mark-Tapne. He claimed to represent
Oswzld's mother and wanted to have an adverszry role in the pro-
ceedinfns. Ve invited the American Civil Liberties Union to
participate in our proceedin:s. Tiey were appreciative but szid
they didn't viant to be there all the time. There were opportunities
for public testimony, but only Lane requested an open public
hearing. We invited the Americun Bar Association to sit in on
all of the hearings. They accepted the invitation, and a local
lawyer sat in for them much of the time. We never ofﬂied_gg_gg%g
adversary proceecdings. We took the position of not_prosecuting
but investizeting the fgéts. We may have discus:ed holding ad-
versary proceedinzs, but I don't remember., We broucht Lane back
from' Europe to testify, you may remember.

Do ?ou feel that the investigution wa.: thérough enough? What do
You consider the most important loose ends?

The Commission felt that the i-vesti ation had beenthoroush enoush.
We couldn't think of enythins left uncovercd or any witness unheerd/

I still think so. ne i:has come forth with anythinz new. All

of the Commissioners were zzreed. There were no loose ends.

On reflection, do you think that it would have been better to
have permitted Xkrx the Comnission Staff access to the X-rays
of the President?

On reflex®ion I do not believe that access to the X-rays should

have been iiven. Tuoe public wes given the best evidence available —-

the personul testimony of the doctors who performed the autopsy.
s - .

o o
_introduced becuuse %i operated agzinst the 4 ndant.

The decision was izrzely mine and the Commission apiroved.- I had
\""'-—-—-_._._____/. P Pt
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seen people trying to get artifacts related to the assassination
of the President, and I knew that they would try to get pictures
of the President's body. The photos were sent to the Department
of Justice and were not to be revealed without the consent of the
Kennedy femily. They ghould be there for all time to come. They
represent sequestered, not destroyed, evzg;;;;?H“E;EEZE;;% Johnson
got a committee of pathologists to go over the X-rays with the
consent of the family. They examined the pictures and eonsidred
them consistent with the doctors' testimony. For r ill

I take full responsibilj +¥. I couldn't conceive permitting
these things béi nt around the counbry and displayed in
museums. And.carnivals and barkers and that sort of thing.

You remember that the Department of Justice condemned many of
Oswald's artifacts.

What is your recollection of the Commission's consideration of the
single bullet theory?

I vas inclined towards the belief that the first bullet went
through both the President and Governor Connally. I felt that

the bullet found on Connally's stretcher in the hospital had
caused both wounds for the simple reason that neither wound involved
9222 —-— the bullet just went through flesh. The force of the
bullet was subdued when it passed through the President and it
spent itself going through Connolly. I didn't put much faith in
Connelly's testimony at all. John McCloy cited two instances in
WorldWar I when people who had been shot a considerable time before
didn't know they had been struck at all, and then after a few
seconds dropped dead. dn't mu faith in Co 's

hQxigg_ggifijijﬂffljgﬁbxhgg_:eeling the wound. A shot can deaded

one's emotions or reactions for a &ort time.

Only th:ae_ggggg were fired. No one could have fired from

the knoll or the overpass withou = seen. That didn't
ceuse any particular debaTe on the Commission. Senator Riussell
was not there -- he was =zgrely there. I ug@fééé%é%éé?rhbout him

because he was always saying he was g~ing to resign because he was
too busy. He was busy with the Armed Scrvices Committee. I

couldn't talk with Russell bewause of the gigziéizigchases.




REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

A.

-6-

I sent Renkd k with him. I wanted Russell to be
aware of everything that was going on. I wanted him to put a

representative on the Cemmission Syaff. He put a woman lawyer

from Atlanta on the Stuff and she kept him informed of what was
going on. We had no'difficulty with Russell then. I don't
remenber hic being in on consideration of the single bullet
theory. Before we put out the Report, Russell wanted it held
up so he could go-down to Texac and go thoough the Depository

Building. He could we&l h:ve quest ' single bulletﬂgieory.

What do you conisider the most important issues faced by the
Comnission? '

The non-conspir-cy theory was probably the basic decision of

the case. Two groups of the public thoushtthere was conspiracy —-
they werc at oprosite ends of the spectrum. It was the Cammunists
or the richt-wingers who did it according to these two vieus.
They dissgrced violently on what kind of conspirzcy and who
would be involved. The Commission made the basic decision that

there was no evidence of a conspiracy. I—think—bheb-—pevheps-

_ AI&QQ“E;iii? vas a little uncertain at times as to whether there

‘P

had bee conspiracy or not. But this never ripened into bloom.
I am not sure ;_that TFord iay h:ve beliecved in a cggggizycy.

He mey well have scil~gomething on the subject, but i don'b %
remenber. Ford wanted to Tire Ball and Redlich because they had
attacred the House Unamerican Ac ities Coaaittee in the nastp
Ford also had a cc;%lex about the Stat artment. He wanted to
get somethinz into the Report about the gigga“ﬂeoartment. After

the Report had been made, Russell made sonme sta#E%EgﬁLpo the effct
that he wasn't sure that therc had not bee

Connunist comgpireacy.
Russell attended the final Coomission meeting and went to the Whi
House when we presented the Reporv to the President.
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f:“_"“"”“"'"Q;”'What do you consider the most important contribution to the ~
: Report made by the Commission?

4. It was remarkable that the Commissioners all agreed on anything.
Politically, we had as many opposites as the number of people

‘s would pernit. I am—suré:¥Ba%—E:3f:;:i:fff;f;%o-&en&%qr—ﬁtssei& |
ause of the Court's racial decisi 5 ale Boggs and“szd/"f

here was se—caparaderie ::;EEgn/t em,
they were at ferent end of the politiéal spectrfum. Allen

Dulles and Jack lMc were not p-rtisan all. McCloy was
wvery helpful throughout. i e missed any meebtings and

he heard most of the testin Cloy had T;fz_zgggggve
bjective and extremely

views, but he was no
helpful., Dul was also helpful. He had a tile mind
but rat proli e, He was a little bit garru but
{hs-Worked hard and was & good member.
Normally, in organizging a staff you tske people who are
gimilar in thought and have one point of view. To the contrary,
the Commission Staff was from all over the country and without
any previous connections among them. Consequently, it was less
likely that we ugEEgrgiggifgghasixg_ggggff. The diversity of
selection of the sta ¥ have made a positive contribution
to the Report: On the Secret Service and the FBI, the

‘gomnission didn't think that Sam Stern!s report-was_objective
i . Ve relegated it to the files and had it ked.

We would have looked if we had failed to xxgpmxk point out
that the FBl had had reason to look up._Qsvwa _Egﬁopg,xhemgyent,

/"_'——-.___,_/—"‘—-—————.. _____
aowing a

ko - all that it did ebout Oswald. J. Edgar Hoover was

jous about it. But it just had to be done; it couldn't be
assed over. We felt we had to call it to the attention of the
ublic. The FBI had notified the Secret Service about only
_EH}n Dallas before the visit., And we would also have
Mookea silly if we hadn't mentioned the Secret Service agents
| going out the night before the assassination in Dallas—The
staff was in contact with the FBI all of the time during the
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investigation, and the FBI could influence a lot of people

and parﬁgade them not to criticize. There-ﬂae—an?bbee-£aetopmm

A, I can't think of anythipg in particular. On one occasion we
the matter of a defector from the Soviet—Urion.

The CIA_cleared him of chicanery, and we discussed whether to
use him as a witness. I,xas_ggggg_p that we should not in any

w§3}base our findings on Eggﬂ;gst;aeny—afﬁ&ihﬁxnunlihﬁban;3

There was a lot of discussion of this matter among the
After considersble dioCUSgion,

gommissionerr Qggzgg_gfwument.
’ﬁé_declggﬂwnotﬂte use his—testimony. He had given a » clear
,biIi;ﬁ£:h:ﬁ%ﬁ&=hr4yaﬁﬂxL_s_Iar_as=h&£25:§JSoviet agent.  Much
YTaterm at An Anderson Fousql_iﬁpan across CIA Director Helms,

Hﬁ_iﬂn&_mﬂhﬂgggg=§gf told me thatﬂxhehﬂlz_ggg_ 1nall§ decided
that the defector Ford was especislly interested

in international aspccts f the assessination. Everybody on
Russellcouldn't zo

the Commission wanted to visit Dallas.
most of .the time, but he went down later. Some of the

Coamissioners went individuslly. McCloy scouted the place on

Q. ' Were you genecra sati-fied with the opcration and peformcnce
of the Connission Staff?

A. I thinx th-t judgin; from what developed I have to be satisfie

s Ewith the work of the Staff.%gw*
weE—oe—aeEdo .Bu-t.;#ll in allm I think the Staff did s good

jObT"“KTEE;:;ll, the individuals weren't free to roam over
the whole situation. They had to submer:e themselves into
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particular aspects of the investigation and the Report. I
gave my attention to the senior members of the Stérf. 1
talzed to Joe Ball for instance, and with Bert Jenner and
Bill @olemzn. I can't give a firm opinion about the younser
men. I dealt first with Rankin and then with others. I have
always operated by Piciing someone T coulé trust and giving
him the greatest latitude. I had great confidence in Lee
Raniin., He had proved his integrity to ne in the Dixon-Yates
case when he was Solicitor General. We had to have a minimum
of publicity if the Commission was to do itz job, but we couldn't
prevent witnesses from talking to the press. I had-thought of
Warren Olney for the Chief Counsel job, but someone said thot
we shouldn't have anyone who was already in Government for
that job. I agreed. McCloy recommended Rankin for Chief

Counsel. r“‘d

Q. Do you think that the Report might have been more thorougzh
and more accurate had more time been allowed for the job?

A. fWec had all the time we wunted. If we had gone any further we
would have gotten idto the politicel mess of the presidential
campaign. There were no new avenues leff to explore. When we
had found somethin’ new we did stop and explore. Doubts always
arise in investizationz such as this one and sometimes mullinj

thinzs over may lead to doubts that confuse. I believe you have

to brins things to ¢ head. Ten months is a long time. This
,._.-—-————“‘—_____—”_—'_'_"

kmurder case could have been tried courts.in-nés-more than

thw_t_‘&"%_ﬂaéts. The only real question h ad to do

with yhether otiers were involved. Putting it &ll together was

—

a real job.

Q. Were there any special problems in woriing with J. Edger Hoover
and the FBI?
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A. .There were no special problems from Hoover and éhe FBI. I
saw Hoover _qnly once during the investigation. We had lunch.
The Secret Service was very cooperative and so was the ClA.
Peop.e don't remember that we had all the fzcilities of the
U.S. Government investigative agencies at our disposal.
The police depertments throughout the country helped. Ve
got scientific findings. We had an enormous emount of help.
Never in the history of tkhe country hase so many responsible
agencies focused on the facts and tried to determine thenm.

re you awcre of any political consideration of any kind or

i don't believe there was an
the part of Ford it was al orlentatlon

Q. What do you consider the chief weaknesses of the Report?

A. ‘I have always had a pride of accomplishement about the Report.
I don't feel that there is much left to be desired fron the
Report. Ve reported every bit of evidence we took in the case.
The records ard in the National Archives. We did reach agreenmen
among a group of men who were not noted for their homogeneity.
It seemed to me thct we had an enormous amount of help from
agencies of the jovernment at the direction of the Fresident
who instructed them that nothing should be held beck. We got
everythin., we wanted. We aciieved as muck proof as could be
achieved. If I had hud doubts vwhether the FBI and the iecret
Service were performing and that it would take something
Jadditionaly I woulé have inzist : r records,
and the rest of the Commission “ould hove too.

1

..Qs._To whet do you atiribute the negative criticism of and the

growing doubts about the Commission and the Report?
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A. A number of things greatly contributed to putting doubts in
the minds of people -- the chaotic conditions in Dallas, the
gystem of ws_gathering, and the relsationship of the press
to the news media. Many things that didn't happen at all
also contributed. And p e all the world are don-

fspiratorial- o} ‘"‘éEE~3£EEE—EEE£E—EEZE_;E;n conspiracies.

#ggg_ggg_nistoxx has not been that way. Outside of-the Lincoln
assa: gtiom;there—were—no conspiracies, The atteﬁpt on
Truman was conspiracy of sorts. There's no use discussing
this with people overseas. Almost ébgpgyggy there thinks-it
was some kind of a.conspiracy. I ‘talked with the press a cGEble
of times overseas -- in Ethiopia and Peru. About 1966 en
11967 the Associated Press wanted to go into the whole thing

and assigned two men to do a definitive story. They worked a
{ whole year and turned out a book, but it was never published.
They agreed with the Commission, and that was not news.

Qs If you had to do it over again, what would you do differently
or have the Commission do differently?-

A. I can't think of anything at the present time. I don't remenber
-‘anything that was basic to the report or its intezrity,
I wouldn%t want to revise anything at this time.



