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ASSASSINATION ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH CENTER
018 F. ST. N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20004
(202) 393-1917

17 March 86
Dear Harold:

Thank you for the information on Whelan and Acheson’s possible
knowledge about a tape of the autopsy. I have yet to get in touch
with any other sources who might know whether an audio tape ever
existed, but will keep you posted.

Enclosed you will find the Warren interview. Beyond the colorful
gossip re: the Commissioners, I find most interesting his
statements about Nosenko (page 8). Let me know what you think.

And I am still trying to coax Kevin or Jim to get me out for a
visit scon.

I11 be out in California for the most of next month, but can be
reached either through this address or at:

Box 7604

Berkeley, CA 94707.

Sincerely,

Rt “Rv{tel .
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3842 N. 26th Street
Arlington, Va. 22207
June 22, 1974

. Dear Mr. Chief Justice,

Enclosed is a copy of the in%erview with
you on March 26. I regret that it has taksn
so long to transcribe. Please make such chzacges
as you wish and send it back to me. I shzll
have it retyped and send a copy of the final
version back to you for your files.

I greatly aporeciate your kindness and
patience in granting the interview. I hope
that I shall have additional opportunities to
meet with you and discuss the Commission and
other matters of mutual interest.

Sincerely,

(11.‘{1;4 C}L—Ltf-d_\ﬁ.z
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Mr. Alfred Goldberg.
3842 N, Zé6th Strest,
Arlington, Virginia 22207,

Dear Mr. Goldberg:

I am writing agein in reference to the article you enclosed
with your letter of June 22ad.

While Chief Justice Warren did not have an opportunity to
respond perscaslly te youw letter, he did read the article and expressed
reservations te me about the wisdom of including the material concern-
ing the persomal and political views of certain members of the Commis-
sion. He checked the parfs he thought should be deleted,and I have
crossed them out ea the ¢copy I am returaing herewith. He has never
made any comment about the difficulties he may have escountered
with the other members, and after reading what he had told you he felt
it would be better if thoes portions were not included. I am sure you
will understand,

Best wishes. J'

Simcerely yours,

Margaret K. McHugh,
Secretary.
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Intervicw witi Chief Justice Earl “‘arren
March 26, 1074

By Alfr-¢ Geldbery

b owere b circumstonces of your selecti-n and that of

the otih.or co..issioners?

Two or threz d:-yz after the wscasuination I was in ceonforernce
with the Couri wiwn I was told thrt Tne Deput;” At orney-
Gennral -- pic't Xatzonbsehe-, and the Solici
I beliave it wo: Archibald Cox—— uers wiilll! Lo sec ie.
T. ey told ma tihet beczuse oi the rumors an. Jic world.ide

reitenent ebout the aszassination, tiie Prolident wontec
to a2p-oint & comnirsion to invecti-ate and redert on tie
entire matier. The Frecident uantec me to zerve as the
Cizirnsn of the Cenmission. “

I haé iven thou bt previo: -1y to Sie uatier of Suprene

Court Justices s.rvins on Fresidenticl Cozni: ions ana bhed
conclude ! th-t it was not gocd thin-s to ¢o. I hLad expresss

in

‘myself on the subject in both privats and rublic. I declined

the of“ar and as -ed Katzenbaci: und Cox to & 1l tke President
why I dié not consider it appropritte. I recor renden Sone
other pertle, whozs names 1 do not recell, Jor Uic position.
ztzenbac.. :nd Cox went awuy, and I thou:ht thst tict seteled
it. )
About an hour znd & half lszter I recrive:! 3 ccll from
Fresicent Johrn-ton aswkin: me to cowe un to ti Ukite Iloune
to tall: with hiz. I went bto tie YWikite fovse. The Tresident
totd nme tiict te felt that the 5553‘3inﬂtion wWoo such a
torrid cvent thot it Covld lead u=m into® w'“lung taat &L At
did it would be vwifh anotler vorld pover. He szid thut he
had Lean tzli-in- with Secretary of Derenses [ell nzra who ncd
told him thot the first st=ixe in an ateonic war would cost
about 60 miilion people. I sbatcd my visus cbowt the uwatter
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but said that if the President thousht it that important
for me to serve I would subordinate my views. Ha had al=-
ready told me the names of the other members of the
Comuis.ion. He said that all of the others ha.l agrecd

to serve if I would be the Cruirman. The Fresicent had
pointed out that ore of the dangers was that the Attorney-
Gencral in Texa:s would try to set ur a hearin;; ond have a
carnival down tiere in Texas. Also, the Congressional
Coiittees in Yeshington would try to .et into ti'e act.
He said thuot if I asreed to scrve as Chairaan of the
Coinniission all of these other interfsrences would cease.

I scid tuwt if it wes that inportunt, I would scrve.

Johnson announced the aprointment by 7:50 p.m. %y convorsati
wth him too™ place about 5:00 p.m. Johnson also szid he

would order the Federal establishment to make any and all
facts available and to help us in evary way.

I didn't sec Presﬂgagt Jecanson more then two or three
times durinzg the hole time we were working on the report.
And on thosez occuaciongs tuere was never any discussion of
the Comnission. The same thing goes for everybody else in

" the White House. No one tried to touch or guide us. We
helé up the Report while we checked out last-minute itens
on Oswald, razticularly the one zbout hia stoppinz in a
Texa: towun thuat was suprosed to have LBJ allies in it.

.We had to check on ruznors and wve did. I didn't know that
Abe Fortas had any role in getbidg the Commission icdea
accepted by LBJ. I had no contact with Fortasz at that time.

Q. Did Fresicent Jonnson co:zmunicate to you any of his views
about the assascination? He is reported to have believecl,
at least initialiy, that it was a Comiunist plot.

3
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It was obviovs from my tallt witi Johnson thcet he was thinzing

. A F N
of.hhrushfv and Custro. There were ruwmors arouni the world

that thir wss the vey tie Conzuricts haé ta®en to et rid of
These rumors vere influsncing pcople here :nd abroad.

Kenned.y.
T.ere vere, of cource
? 1

It was not clearly expressea by nime
two theoric: of conspirucy. Cne was the theory about the
Conmunistc. The other was thut L3J'S friends did it as a
coup d'etut. Johnson didn't tu k obout thut.

Did 30& have any oreconceived ideau aboub the assus:inuti n?
Did you centertuin the notion of sone kind of & conspiracy at
the be, inning?

Oswald vorking at the Texas Sshool Book
as he did -- the only employee to dis-
fun wac found,with the cartridges, it
These cir-

As scon 23 I recad about
buildin: and leaving it
aprear -- and after the
seemed to e that a surfrce case was extablished.
cumstances, followed by his trip from the building -- setiing

on a bus and getting a2 transfer, then ;etﬁing a cab —-- killing

Pippet -—- and running into 2 theatre vhere he triecd to shoot
I

the policemen who cine to -et hin -- those mede 2 case.
never put any faith in a consriracy of any kind.

When this and otker information curfaced quickly -- the
gun from tiie mail order house-- therec wszs a case. The only thinZz

that :ave me uny pause about & conspiracy theory was tnat QOswvalad
I don't believe tLat

had been a defector to Russia ct one time.
I ever developed anjy conspir: torial theory.

How was the Comiission Staff chosen?
staff was left to Lee Rankin. He may have

sometimes, but I left it to Renkin. He nay
I don't know

TPhe selection of the
asked ne about peodle
have known sone peoble vere frienaiy ané acceptable.
whether an, comuissioners recom:ended aﬁy people. I thou;rCtzat

e from differant prrt of the country e

the lawyers ounht to con
T wanteé the men to be independent and not

and not from one group.



il

to have uny connections that might lzuter be énbarrassing.
Ranliin shouca me o list of senior cnd junior meabers and &b

geosrrohy —-- wviiere they case fiom.

Do rou tiink btn:t -ny useful purpcze would hive besn serv:. by
aprointuent of ¢n zdversary counsel?

e were plagued at timesc bl jieri Lene. Fe cleimed to repre ant

Osw: 1d'~ mother ond wanted to have an adversury role in tie pro-
ceedin:'s. e invited the Averican Civil il.ibertiec Urnion to
particirzte in our proceadin s. T.ey were apnreciative buf csid
ticy didn't want to be there a2li the time. Therz were oprcoiunit.
for public teztinmeny, but only Lane requezted zn open pudlie
hearin.;. e invitec the Americin Bar Association to =it in on
all of the hesrin;s. They accepted the invitation, ani & loczl
lawycr tat in for thex much of the Sime. We never ofﬁ%ed to kold
adversary vrocec-iings. We took the positicn of net prosccuting
but investi-ctin the facts. We may have discus:ed holding 2d-
vercary proccedin:s, but I don't remember. We brou:kt Lane back
from Europe to teirtify, you may remsaber.

Do you feel thet tie investijution wa. thorou.h encush? What do
you consider the mont iiportant loose enés?

The Comiiission felt thot the i.vesti ation had beep tiorou ki enou ;i
Ye couldn't thin of znythin: left uncovercd or any witnes: unhe:s
I still thin's so. o one .has come forth with anythin: new. All
of the Comiicuioners were zjreced. There were no loose ends.

On reflcction, do you thinlt that it would have been better to

‘have permit-e. xmrz the Con 'issicn Staff access to the X=-r. 25

of tlie Fresnident?

On reflex$ion I do not velieve that access to the X-reys: should
have been . iven. Tue public we siven thie best evidence wv-iluble
the personul tcatiﬂony of the doctors who rerforaed the zutonsy.
In a trizl, tho cours would not heve permitted the X-ray: tc be
introcuce: becruse at ould have operzted azwinst the defenizcnte.
The decision wa:r iirjaly uine zné the Comnission a;:rovec. I had
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seen peoprls tryiny to get artifacts related to the assassinztion
of the Precidont, znd I knew that tiey would try to set pictures
of tke Preaicent's bodye. The photous were sent to the Department
of Justice an. were not to be revealed without the conzent of the
Kennecdy family. Tkey should be there for all tize to come. They
reprecsent seouvestered, not destroyed, evidence. Prerident Johinsen
got a committee of poctholoiists to go over the X-rors witin the
consent of ke family. They excmined the pictures :né soncidred
them censisteont witi ths cocters' testimeny. For gocd or ill,

I taie £ull rocsuonsibility for it. I couldn'l conceive permitting

“these ti.in:;s being-sent around thes country an? displayed in

museunis. And carnivals and bariers and that sort of thing.
You remeaber that the Dopartment of Justice condermned many of
Oswald's artifacts.

What ic your recollection of the Commicsion's consideration of the
sinsle bullet tueory?

I was inclined towards the belief that the firct bullet went
throush both the Prezident znd Governor Connall:. I felt that
the bullet found on Connally's ctretcher in the nosupital had
causcd both wounds feor the simple reason that neithar wound involve
bone -- the bullet Jjust went throush flesh. The force of the
bullet - = subfued when it paised throush the Prerident and it
spent it .clf ;;oin- throu_h Connolly. 1 didn't pu%t nuch fzitn in
Connaell;y's testimony at all. John McCloy cited two instances in
Worldiar I when people w.ho had been shot a considercble time before
didn't tno:.. they had been struck at all, and then after a few
second dGrop et deac, I didr't put much faitl. in Connaliy's
havins herrd a shot zanl then feelins the wound. A shot can deuded
one's emctions or re:ctioas for o &ort tire. '
Only three slotc were fired. No one could kave fired froa
the knoll or tlhc overpzss without havin: becen seen. Tuatbt didn't
czuse an, verticular debzie on the Commicsion. Senator Russell
was not there —=— he wa: rarely there. I was digsturted zbout him
beccuse he wo zlweys sayins be wes 5 ing to resign beczuse he was
too busy. He was bury with the Armed Scivices Ccamittee. I
coulén't tcalis wit: R sell bewmzuse of the sesreration cases.
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I sent Rc1.in over to tall with him. I wanted R :ssell to be

were of <ve;ything; thet was zoing on. I uvantod hin to nut =
ropreccntztive on the Ceuniscion Sgafi. He put o womn lavyep
fron atlenta on the Stafl en’ che kKent him infornnd of wihat wac
going on. e had no difficulty with Russell then. I don't

= “he minile BEIlsE

thoory. 'Before we put out the Report, Ru-~ell wanted it hols

up so lic could ;o down to Texa~ an! go tzoou;h tle Dcopozitor:
Builc¢ins. He co.ld we2l - ve quertiona the +in-l:¢ buller =hron-

ER - e

reneinber hiw bein; in on consideration o

Wact do you con:ider the mo:t importint i:ziues fac:d by she

Couinlssion?
The non-conzrir-cy theory was probably the basic decizion of
the cuse. Two groups of the nublic thouv

&€t sre wes conrpirecy —-
they werc at orrosite ends of thr spectrun. It wzas the Convunists
or the ri - ut-uvinzers who dif it accor:in; to tha:e two vieus.

They dis:srced violently on what ind of conspiricy zns wko

sould be involved. Tke Conrrcission made tha basic decision that
there was no evidence of a conspirccy. IShiak—tisb—embeng

n Dulles was a 1littlc usncertain at tiues as to whether there
had becn
I an not =ure that Tor.: &y h ve beli:vad in a conspiricy.

He méy well heve sili~go.ethin: on thz subject, but i don't %
remenber. Forc wanted to fire Bzll and Redlich beciuse tihoy had
attacl.ec tie House Unamervicin EE%i&éEEff Co..tittee in tuLc .acty
Ford also had 4 ccaplex about the Statd™Department. fle wantea to

get somethin; into the Repert about the State” pipertmrnt., After

con:rviracy or not. But thi nevor ripened into bloca.

4 i e P
the Ren: rt had Leen nadc, Ru:sell pcde sounz statrond _to L..c effct
thet he vasn't sure that there had not bHezen a Comnunist cemgnirceyg.

Russell attended the finol Coamiscion me-tin- ans went to toe white
House when we prenented the frpori to tiz Fresident.
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Q.

A.

‘helpful. Dul

i

What do you consider the most important contribution to the
Report made by the Commission? '

It was remarkable that the Cozmissioners all agreed on any thin:
Politically, we had as many opposites as the nuober of people
would pernit. I am sure—that— I was—anabheme bto Sen=bor—Russeld
suse of the Court's racial decisions. Hale Bogzs and Ford -
were ndb.gongenial -~ there was no camaraderie Vetwee -tﬁgm,
they were ¢t ®ifferent end of the politicdal sgectrum. A:len
Dullss and Jack HMc
very helpful throughout.
he heard most of the testia
views, but he was no bjective and extremely
was also helpful. He had a tile mind

but rather” proliferate. He was a little bit garr but
or:ed hard and was & good member.
Normally, in organizqing a staff you tske people who are
similar in thought and have one point of view. To the contrary
the Comnission Staff was from all over the country and without
any previous connections among them. Consequently, it was less
likely that we would get a cohesive report. The diversity of
selection of the staff may have made a positive contribution

to the Report. On the Secret Service and the F3I, the
Comnission didn't think that Sam Stern's report was objective
or logical. We relegated it to the files and had it regorked.
We would have looked bad if we had failed to rxzmxx point out
that the FBl1 had had reason to look up QOswald before the event,
knowins all that it did about Oswald. J. Edgar Hoover was
furious about it. But it just had to be done; it couldn't be
passed over. We felt-we had to call it to the attention of the
public. Tue FBI had notified the Secret Service about only

two people in Dallas before the visit. And we would also have
looked cilly if we hadn't mentioned the Secret Service agents
goins out the night before the assassination in Dz2llas. The
staff was in contact with the FBI all of the time during the

all. McCloy was
ue missed any weetin,s and
Cloy had very positive

were not p-rtisan
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jnpvestization, and the FBI could influence 3 lot of people
and persucde them not to cfiticize. Prere—wes—enethap—fRololeax

. . . ] L3
the—Bepeabrent—os Iuabice—sant 8 zouns QLn OuSL to tra Com-jc=j

t —Lied e He was-Vvery ctiticcr ot T fTo0
thc—'t-j:f&?_he'—e;."e v To Ul ——LG:?.QZT & Grief _G.u.nu-.w}. —

PN I e et o T bhaA tis ‘*-psl-l-ggt G;ngj_a“:i iz

jﬁ - yary {‘e"‘in"{_—r\

R-e.-n;‘.-é.'ﬁ"l—
pid tuc Comalssion insist on or push certain lines of inguiry?

A. I can't thinx of anything in particuler. On one occasion we
ed the matter of a defcctor from the Soviet Union.

, and we discuszed whethar to
t that we should not in any
£ a Russicn defector.

consider
The CIA cleared him of chicenecry
use him as a witness. I was adaman
way base our findings on the testimony ©

There was & lot of discussion of this matter amnong the
After considersble dizcussion,

He had given a clear

Commigsioners but no arzument.
we decided not to use Lis testimony.
bill of health to Oswald ss fer as being a Soviet agent.

laterju at Anderson Fouse, I ran across CIA Director Helms.
¢ told me that the-CIA had finally decided
Ford was especially interested

Much

“He took me aside &n
that the defector w:tus & phonye.
nstional aspccts of the assassin=tion. Everybody on

in inter
Russellcouldn't 30

the Connmission wented to visit Dallas.
most of the time, but he went down later. Some of the

Coamissioners went individuslly. MeCloy scouted the place on

his own. BOgSE—Wei—3 ~00d—COoRRi-SEEORSEy Re—a—rmoabhod—baay!
1 el e L £ bl A Y73
e BT ] g o b R A=Trd p g g sprip a0 2 |

faatiugallr T Feaatma L
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Q. Were you gencrally soti fied witn the opcration and paf ormnd!

of the Cominiscion staff?
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A. I thin:z th-t judgin  from +het developed I have cv pe satisfi

with the work of the staff. SctTe of—teSt=fT
| pepi—teu—pondr 3-.4-,411 in allm I thinx the Staff did a good
job. After all, the individuals weren't frern to roam OVer
They had to submer.e themselves into

3 .. picge.
et e Lo joren N S 9 S

SSTIONOD J0 RIVMETI'T

the whole situatione.
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particulzr asvects of the invectigation ond the Report. I
save ny attention to the senior members of the 3taff. I
talzed to Joo ™2l for inét:nce, and vith 3ert Jenner zrnd

Bill dolencn. I can't give a firm ovinicn zbout the youner
men. T ¢eclt first with Rentin snd then with others. I have
alwa.s operated by pic:ins somsone L could trust and giving
him the :reatest latitude. I had sreat confidence in les
Ran'in. Ee hadé proved his intejsrity to me in the Dixon-Yites
czue when he wis Solicitor Genecral. e hid to have a mininmunm
of ' vblicity if the Comnission was fo do itz job, but uve couldn'
prevent w.itnes-es from talking to the precs. I had thousht of
Warren Olney for tke Ckief Counsel job, but someone =aid th-t
we shouldn't have anyone who uas already in Governament for
that job. I agreed. DNcCloy recommendel Rankin for Chief
Councel.

Do you thinlt that the Report might have been more thoroush
and more accurate had more time been allowed for the Jjob?

We hod all the time we w-nted. If we had gone any further we
would have gotten idto the politiczl mess of the presidential
campaisn. There vere no new avcnues left to explore. ‘/hen we
had found souctbin; new we did stop and explore. Doubts always
arise in inverti-itionz such as this one and sometimes wullin:
thinzs over nal lead to doubts that confuse. I believe you hawve
to brin- thin. .z to : head. Ten months is a long time. Tnis
purder czse could huve. been tried in the courts in not more thar
three dzy: on tuz lfacts. The only real cuestion h ad to co
with whether otiers were involved. Pubtting it &1l to.ether was
a rezl job.

WVerc there any fpeciai problems in worizing with J. Edger Hoover
and thc FBI?
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There \.cre no cpecial problems froea Hoover and the FBI. I
saw lioover only once during the investi,i:tion. We had iunch.
Tue Secret Lervice wes very cooperative end so was tue Clid.
Feop ¢ don't reaciiber that we had all the fccilitigr of the

U.S. Covernoment investisative :gencies at our'dispoaal.

The police Jdeprrtients throushout the country helred. Ve
sot scientific findings. YWe had sn enormous cmount of hélp.
Never in toe history of tke ciuntry hage so many respencible
agencier fccused on the fects and tried to deterzine tkex.

I don't believe there was an
the part of Ford it was tter of po
rather than ids 7. 1 am positive there was 16 of
influence. I think I can say the ssme thing &

al activity at all. On
; 21 oricntation

What do yo. consider the chief weaknesses of the Report?

I have aluajs had a pride of accomplishenent about the Raport.
I don't feel that there is much left to be desired fron tke
Report. %e reported every bit of evidence we tool in the case.
The recoris «rd in the Nationi:l Archives. We did reach agreement
among &z group of men who were not noted for their honegeneity.
It seened to me thot we hed ¢n enormous zmount of help froa
agencies of the -overnment ct the direction of the Tresident
who inst-ucted them that nothin:; should be held back. We gob
everythin we wented.. We aculeved as muck proof as could be
achicved. If I had h.d doubts ihether the FBI and the lecret
Service were perforaing znl that it would tale something
adaitionzl, I would have in:isted on access to their records,
and the rest of the Commission would hrzve too.

To whet do you at.ribute the negative criticisa of and the
growuins cdoubts zbout the Cornission and the Report?
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‘A. A number of thins:. greatly contributced to puttins doubts in

the ninds of people -- the chaotic conditions in Dallaec, the
systea of news zatherins, end thc rel-tionchip of the press
to the news media. IMany things that didn't hzrven at all
also contributed. And people all over the vworld zre con-
spiratorial- minded. And often tberc hav- been connspirccies.

‘But our history has not been that way. Outside of the Lincola

assassinntion, theore were no conspiracies. The atteapt on
Trunan waes conspiracy of sorts. There's no u:sc discussing

thic with people overseas. Almost everybod, tiera thiuws it

vas soxe kind of a'conapiracy.' I tellked witi. Ske press a coudle
of times overc2as -- in Ethiopia and Feru. About 1955 an

1967 the Associatecd Presc wanted to jo inte the whole thing

and assigned two amen to do a definitive story. Tkey worked a
whole jyear and turne: out z book, but it was never publisi.cd.
Toey agreed with the Commission, and that was not news.

If you had to do it over azain, what would you do differently
or have the Commission do differently?

I can't thinkk of anythinyg at the present time. I don't rexzember
anythinzg that was basic to the report or its intezrity,
I wouldn’t want to revise anything at this tine.



