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- Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI ' DATE: .4/6/67. .
ATTN: CRIME RECORDS DIVISION « :
FROM &LEGAT, HONG KONG (80-11)
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SUBJECT:  PUBLIC RELATIONS MATTERS T R
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Attached is a copy of a review of the book “The 'rruth e
About The Assassination”, by CHARLES ROBERTS. There is s K
considerable interest in this matter among contacts of, this ' '1 “.‘

office, and it would be very much appreciated if at st six °

copies of this book, which is not available locally, Fould be
Iobtained (if the accounts therein appear to be factual) as . ,}, :*“’«,

well as six copies of the report ot’ the Warren CDmmxs‘gionr_

These would be presented to contacts of this offi.ce

as the opportune occasion Aarose. .. g
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So much fantasy bas
beea woven sround the tra-
gic death of Presidest Ken-.
nedy that it is & pleasure to
seport that s new book,
writ.en by one of the na-
tion’s Knest reporiers, suc-
cessiully replies to the in-
sucndocs, suspicions, and
sccusations that have erest-
ed confusion and doubt
around the world,

And what a book! It rips
to shreds the theories
espoused by such erilics of
the Warren Commission as

one of whose previous,
claims to fame was being
fincd $415 for Ignoring 19
Manhatan traffic  tickels.
And it even takes on the
colourful and ambitious
New Orleans District AL
torney Jim Garrison, whose
snlics have gained him no-
toriely on the world's front
pages.

, Eyc-witness,

Charles Roberts, author of
*Tae Truth About The As
sassinalion,” wis an  eye-
witness  to  the dreadful

tine, was" one . of the two
newsmen who flew to Wash-
inzton sboard Air Force

One, afler he Bad witness
ed Lyndon Jolinsan's swear-
ing-in as President.

One of the chapters in
his new USS1 paperback

“11

rips Werren Commission .

" eritics' theories to-shreds

the exhibilionist Mark Lane, :
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book (Grosset & Duslap)
deals with the errors he

found in the muchdiscuss |

ed book by William Min-
chesier. He takes issue with
Manchester's
that Johnson was unseemly

suggestions

in his haste lo sssume the .
presidency. Instead, Roberts

02ys,
wss “careful, correct, ¢oB-
siderate snd compas
sionate.” And he sdds: “A

Johnson's ftakeover .

torz tradition of quick sue-

eession In  such  eircums
tances and the uncertain
s'ale of the world st the
time diclsted that Johnson,
siready President under the

constitution, should take his”

oath to defcnd the constitu-
tion st the rst opporiunity.
Nol to have done so would
Ppave (ended 0 perpeturie
the vacuum of power that

seemed to exist in the first
t-ot hours sfter the fatal
shot.”

Although Roberts corrects
other Manchesier misjudg-
ments and just plain errors,
his main purpose In writ-
ing this book was to make
s point-by-point refutation
of sitacks on the Warren
Report by such eritics 83
Lane, Harold Weisberg, snd
Edward J. Epstein.

.. that” he writes,
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conspiracy. The
quotes a secrel service
agent on this subject: “i
this is 8 conspiracy, it's
zeally a big one. Ii's got o
include the Dallas Police
Force, the Secret Service,
the FBI, »ll those doctors
st Parkland, sll those doc-
tors at Be'hesda, the eniire
‘Warren Commission,
Warren Commission staff,
the Justice Department, and
Snally the Atlorney Gen-
eral, or It just won't work.”
And, as Roberts notes,
the AMtoraey Genersl st

thas “time was Robert F. |:

Kennedy. “Somehow, after
*1 could
eonspiracy

‘never - lake

. t'hooﬂu very sesiously.”

-

The .

events that occurred in

Dallas, Moreover, Roberis, ~ Mmanaer ia which they de-

who Is While House re liberately distorted the evi-

poricr for Newsweek mags dence econtained in  the .
« yoluminous documentation

of the report is truly s ~

tounding. .

Roberis really goes afler
those ¢eluded souls who be-

lieve that somehow the .

truth about Dallas has been,
concealed because of " 8
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s Takes issue

« This is s book that does
for the Warren Commis
sion what it appsrently was
unable to do for jtsell.
The foreword, incidentst-

"+ 1y, is by Pierre Salinger

who takes Issue with those
who have called for & re-
opening of the Warren
Cemmission  {nvestigation.
Says JFK's press secre
tary:

“In my
who have made such de
.mands have not taken the
time to make the kind of
carefu] study made by Mr.
Roberts. Had they done 20
they would have asrived at
the same conclusion that
he did. That is, in fact, that

pot one shred of pew evi- *

dence has been brousht
.forih by anyone since the
Warren Commission made

would merit such 2 new

l fts Andines public which

hearing.” — NANA
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LEGAT, Hong Kong (80-11) | 417-61
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Your request for copieﬂ pf the book "The{Tl'ruth

About The Assassination,” by CharlesiRoberts, and the Yvarren

oflice, is denied. To do s0 would in effect place the FBI in the
- position of endoraing these two pub .

' .”} - Mr. DeLoach :
" f «Mr., Wick
‘1 2 Mr. Rosen fl/
te]
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