i
i

A - . . bl - - -
. D P T TR L L T L Ly ey % Y e - L e . h
O 1Dun 100 MO, 9 . 010-100 . . Cer e
mav 1947 AR IION - SRR AP ‘..
S0 Gin NG wO. BF D T O LR

~ UNFITED STATES GOY| INMENT 7% <~
= Memorandum-~

. Lum:
QJ._-..' ¢ .. . , . o =
10"« MR, BELMONTLU'“?T:_:--'»-

7 oAt November 29, 1963 .

' - . % .
- s LY PR T PO S

B St

suject: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY %7 % L8 .0 i
A Deputy Attorney General Kalzenbach madg/available’a draft state= , 72"
. ment to be issuedly the Presi?:g\t as soon as possible with reference to™ " -
.~ the formation of & Presidential|Commission tg look into the assassination -
of President Kennedy, 'Thighas previously been forwarded to the Direcior's
J-n F. Sierend pa,,f 71”0 . .:lfI.EC o e Fre ,
The following additional information was received from Kalzenbach. ; i s
le wanted to\deliver the draft statement to the Director himself but could " .-
- /not because he-had tQ see the Chief Justice fmmediately at the President's A ,
~ C&’equest to détermine if the Chief Justice were agreeable to heading up the R !
) President’ Commission., The President wanted Warren to act in this TR
oo @éiﬁi‘city‘bébéﬁsé'of h}s'internatio;xa;l re'putation in judicial circles. - - ; .
s QD G T e e e R EE
& ;""" Katzenbach said that the President came to the conclusion he would --7:*
e H\ave to appoint a Commission in this matter because Senator Eastland was
y {adamant in the Senate Judiciary Committee going forward with its own <‘ '
B , jnvestigation, It was only a Presidential Commission that could forestall .
‘1 action by the Senate Judiciary Committee, .. . ... . ... . .. U .
oo | Katzenbach said that from his contacts at the White House, it was ~ "~ U"

obvious that the appointment of this Commission represented no lackof © - ' "~

. confidence whatsoever in the FBI, that, in fact, the early publicationof 17 1. _
e . the FBIreport is still most urgent and most important, :.-'~'x'N;".:.Q-.‘-‘f\;'x..::t'ﬁ~*.~:-\-’é.‘:-

Katzenbach also said that any change the Director desired in the pro- ' -
posed Presidential statement could be made and he would be in touch with -
us just as soon as he returned from the Supreme Court. Since R.epre.sentative
Boggs jumped the gun and put out a press release about the Presxdenhal_ o
Commission, the White House fecls it essential to announce this publicly " "
~later today. - ' ’ o cL T c
Ve ADDENDUM: Katzenbach advised the Chief Justice had declim_ed! ‘

peine -
PARER N

'.."';‘ S 1 _i_ Mr Mohr 1o head the Commission, He does not know who may be sclected

as a replacement, . The White House will clear any nfeyiset_l )
o4 SNk De e h. tatement with the Dirdglor before it fs Issued, ¥y
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'; Deputy "AG Katzenbach handed to ne this porniag the."
AT attached memorandum which he has “sent to Dill Uoyers, wh
f{fﬁ"#- will bLe the principnl assistant to President Johnson 1ns=~'
: " . the Whitc liouse. Katzenbach said that this memorxandum '5'?1
. was prepared by him after. his discussxons with the Director. .
yesteroay. .,( -‘nu.--slu TS ---:,.)\---."_. ._f e "'\
. .‘.c - - F X ‘0'~ IR . »._ . _
It is xatzenoach' eelin~ that this matter can oest ‘bo »
'banaleo by wmakigg public’ the results of thé Fil's investi-.:;.
.gation.’ {le thoucht time was oi—tuic cssence,
rEﬁbr of course, had to be’accurate. - e said he was a*
thinxin" in terms of'its release by tne end of the week?
.41 at a1l possible. LA B

. G

atzenoaeh ‘further pointed out that he is having no
success in selling the LWhite House on the idea ithat tbis
‘report siaould be released there. Ile understands that q‘
“"president Johnson has expressed himself as feeling tbis
* should.be handled on a Department of Justice level. -.It, 1s ~:¢
xatzenbach&s beliof that it would be most 1nauprour1ate for'é'
“Robert icennedy to issue this report.  Katzenbach asked ‘e3¢
«that the Director be informed of his feoling that, if. the "t .°
: eport is not released by the Vhite House, then ‘it should. "
pe mage available publicly, by the Director, pursuant to AR

residential instructions..
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% mportant that all of the facts” e
S urroundxng .residcnt Kenncdy's Ascascination be !
.J-mtqo public in a way which will ‘satisfy gcople - in
United States-and abroad that all the facts*"«‘

Lone .

3
Ao
o WP paV

'havo Leun told and tnat a statomant to th1° cffect«
5 i w&w ¢“ B -f?s:

‘ v
’,p.' “..

WSl

A
onfodorates who are 31111 at Iarro; and tHat, »,, g
"“tha cvxdcncc was suchi that he would have bgen. RPN
; cenvicted ‘at trialgnesd IR SR At :""‘.‘~‘,'..F' virshl
t » ) } o X "' ")‘0 q"' "‘s' Ay ,v'\ o082 f\.
S "'2. Spcculatxon about’ Oswald's’ rotivati
X upht to "be cut off, and ve should have rorc basia
- fox rbbattiny thought. that this vas a va”Uﬂl“t
. conspiracy or (as the Iron Curtain prcss is s2y
a right-wing conspiracy to blame it on the Cocwuqxsts
Unfortunutaly the facts on Osuald sccenm about too put-
too odvious (Marxist, Cuda, Russian vife, etc.d.: The
! Dallas polica have put out:statemonts on tha Con nunist
conspirdcy theory,- ‘and“it wis they who wWerg 1n chavae
whon hc was ghot and thus, oxlencod. .,“,2? & RS
‘. "3 } -"\"\]'.'-?-'-' J‘Y’" ', . “*.'. e 4 ‘s Yoot U\.?'.
3 “ 3¢+ The patter Has been handlcd thus far
uxth ncitlcr dignity nor conviction,'- Facts heve been
“mixed-with rumour and cpeculytion, < Yo can scarcely’:
let the world sca us totally in the. image of t\euw'g
Dallai'polige when 2ug_Pr~¢1oent is. nurd»rcq :
.v. E Faasiay ¥t ‘.. . 1 ._‘""‘_’r., _,, S ‘,
; :ft I think this -objective may “be' satisfxed
by n»kinp public as soon as- poooxble a corplate’ and
"2 thorodgh® FAI.report on Gsuald’and the assascination.
5 "This ﬂny run into the df{fficulty of pointxng to in-;;
’conuipeoncica botwean” thia report and statenents by |7
. Dallas ‘police officials.’’ But the reputation of the Cﬁ

Buroau‘ie cuch that it xay do tbe whole' job. -: .g\n
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“am The only other step would e the agpointeent :x
of a Fresidentiel Coriziesicn of unirpeachable personnel

3 [N

* to review ‘and exanine tha evidonce anc announce Lte = tamy

O

public- reaction to_it:hera and abroad,: i’ :
R S SR i3 S EATNELLE e
S3717 'L think, however, that'a statement th t:
11 the facts will be rade pubife proporty in enl-
- orderly and responsitle way should be made nNCY¥. |
‘nced sorething to head off pudblic speculation or..i:
. Congressional hearings of the .wrong sorte ey et
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"It think it- can awalt publication.of the TLI report ¢\ s

“Nicholas Ged. Katzenbachl i |
;_Deputy Attorney Generall: )
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7 cenclusicas,:?;’ Thic has both advantages’ and cisadventagese
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