TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND ABE FORTAS
(to Mr. Fortas)
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cece.progrees on the Court?

Yntlt...ladl'nbontryiqhhnﬂothhwﬂhth.ﬂl«ﬂhctad
u&onynnz&cdnmi-mm&uﬁmwmmtt‘m
to call on the Chief Justics. . see instesd of my deing it..

Well we naed i r!‘uqn{ek. though, because they're already amnsuncing it
in the House and Senate and all over the damned place and we nesd to talk
to the leaders...like talking ints a big microphone. .

Iknow. And that's why I asked Nick to got over there right away. .l talked
to him this morning and he's going to take the Soliciter Gensral and do it.

All right. How many men on the Commission are we going to have ? )

Well, if you had Dulles and the General, and two from the House, two from
the Senats, then the Chief Justice..

B e s

Lo e e

Who do you think of as the General? .
Culy one I can think of and I don't know many of those fallows. . .is Norstadt. .
sesoif ] had any idea who we wanted...

8s I thought we'd probably have to take Eastiand and the ranking minority
mamber of the Judiclary Committes and similarly on the House but maybe
Bot, . . it wouldn't mecessarily be Judiciary Committes..

Yes, but Seller..God I hate to. .. what would you think about John McCoy{ 7)
instead of General Norstadt?

1 think that'd be m..h'-.mm man. .and & very dear friend of mine
++I'm deveted to him, '

Let's think along that line..now, can ws do this by Executive Order.
Yes sir,

Can we infringe upon the Congress in any way ia doing it... relfect on them
in any way? . '
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No sir..I think oa the eonury...mhowall&ouowomuﬂq
Mwﬂdhaﬁmbmmmwu.lwme“q :
will thiak the Cengnss started acting vudyursehmu.lt&huvuld
be & great thing, Mr. Presidest, br&nmnﬁh:ﬁu”ty.

mvnddm&hkabuthmh-tﬁ I'd & whole 1ot .. man ! weuld have

««ohad to have. ..somebady like that. .. that is Chairmas ... would rather
have Russell than Eastland, : ‘

Ok, I would too. Yes eir...fer anything. ..I'd rather have him for mest
W..Mmﬂhmdﬂuﬂutuddhw. 1 dida't thiak
about that becauss I thought it would be. . _

I'd 15ke to have Russell and Cooper...be my two,

That would be marvelous..slmply marvelous. . oa the House side we couwid get
!hchog.... +

Well, he's talking, all the God damned time. . he's a good fallow but he's dene
ammounced it {n the Houge.,.

Well, that's what I mean, .a0d I thought maybe this weald halp get ft six through

What do you have to get through?

'l’.utm-ujmunugncmwMﬂk%l-&-ﬁaﬁmm&noc
inveetigation. . .

Well, he's agreedts that, .,

That's wondarful

Aad McCormack has agreed ta t.. .1 would guess, what's his name. . that fellow
MzCaullock. . he's the ranking Republican...he's pretty goed...or Jerry Ford..
xvoddmak.hrtyl‘ordnlubognddm Republicans, .

Fell thet'll be fine. How abeat..:ls littls old Carl Albert. . . what sbeut him?
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I don't know whether he'd take it or not. .. Yes, I think that'd be pretiy
1 don't know whether we'd get sway, ..it might be & slap ot Hale if we did
Moo

That's what I'm afraid of. .
Might be. .ought to Hale and MeCullouch..
Yes sir...] woader {f we aren't stuck with Hale.....

Is heard to say "Mac, write thoss names down for ma befere I forget them
so.we have the Chief Justice..Joba McCley and Allom Dulles. ..that's three. .

we'll try to got Jarry Ferd as a Republican and Hala Bogge as a Demeoervat. .
in the House..then we'll try to get Russell and Cooper..

Now I don’t know the Chief Justice may not want te éo this but I'll call
Nick immediately and ses {f he's got a report yet. He should have gone
over thne right away..l really gave him the hot-foet. .

Well, thoy'v- already aonounced it. . you call h.lm back and ses what the
hell is happening.. S .

Who's announced it.

Hale Boggs..got down...you see I had te tell him what we were contemplating
e+ 80 he got down on the floor of the House. . some jerk got up and sald

samething. . 90 he thought he had to show his knowledge. .

Oh, Lord. I thought you meast he'd just annscunce the House wan going to
investigate. ..

Well, no, he announced there was going to be a high-level commission

1 see

'nm{i why I'm waiting...and I den't keow. 1 guens we have to talk te theae
fellows before we anncunce we're going to appoint them, doa't we?

_ Yeos nir

All right, Ged, I'm not nmch. ...l think we ought ts sxdsr them to de It
llilttﬂnmbcum..

Thank you sir,

Yon call me, now, Bye
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