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PURPOSE: To advise the TV show on 2/18/67, entitled "A Majority Rebuttal® -

was monitored and contained very few references to the FBL

BACKGROUND: On 2/ 18/G6, at 11 P.M., WTTG-TV, Channel 5, Washington,
D. C., carried a two-hour shgw\’cnlitlcd "A Majority Rebuttal." This show
primarily was a defense of the"Warren Commission and the principal

Gefender was Mr. Louis Nizer, who was assisted by Mr. Albert E. Jenner, Jr.,
Lssistont Counsel to the Commission, and a Commission staf{l member,
Alfrcdda Scobey. Representing the critics was Mark Lane, who we lnow is

onc of the principal critics of the findings of the Warren Commission, and has
traveled world-wide expounding his theories that a conspiracy was involved

in the assassinalion of President Kennedy. :

a

Lane, in this TV show, did not deviate from his theories and did say 7
that shots came from two directions at the time the President was assassinated. 0
He _dwelt considerably on the fact that the shot came {rom the grassy knoll ‘i' :
and that a puff of smoke was scen by scveral witnesses. ) ;

Mr. Nizer criticized Lane severely, saying that his criticisms were fg :
"setly and nit-picking' as opposed to the objective, scientific proof that was g 4

developed by the Warren Commission. He elaborated on the scientific findings,
the witnesses, which he considered positive, objective, scientific proof and
further that there was no cvidence of conspiracy developed.

In furthering his opinion that no evidence of a conspiracy was developed
Nizer poinfed out that the President’s Commission had critiziced the FBI and
the Sccret Service, particularly for not guarding the President adequately.
In tiis respect Mr. Nizer was in error because wc were not criticized by the
Coramission for inadequate protection of the President, as this was not our -
funcijon. Tiie Commission did say that the FBI took an unduly restrictive role
in preventive intelligence work prior to the assassination of President Kennedy.
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Duringe Ihis show other references were made to the FBI, but in each &
instance ey weie Guolations from laboratory experts' testimony which were
mace putlie ia the findings of the Commission. In each instance these were
not derogaiory. .

Thro:rhout the television show it could be readily observed that a pelty
atmosgsaere of resentment existed belween Mr. Nizer and Mark Lane. Mr. Nizer
chargec Lane dislorted and quoted out of conlext various statements in his
book which, according to Mr. Nizer, he believes besmirch the American
public and recklessly besmirch the American rcputation. Nizer also stated
the so-called proof Lane has developed is typical of the trifling kind of points
made williout any substantial evidence, referring to Lane as '"a tiny little
hammer picking against a marlle structure of substantial evidence," He also
said Lane was guilty of continually attempting to confuse the American opinion
and especially the Europeans'.

¥

Lane, on scveral occasions, attempted to refute the charges made
agaiast Lim by Nizer and this was always done in his usual sarcasiic way.

The show ended with a summation and Mr. Nizer said that the American
“people could not reply to Mr. Lane, but that "we will"* and will continue to,
as he is not doing a service to the coun try.

There was nothing new brought forth in this TV show, but it appcared
Nizer did in some instances effectively put Mr. Lane in his place.
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ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS DIVISION .. - .
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‘?‘; Mr, LAR?}/PRAIBERG, Station_ Manager, (WNEW-TV, ..
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that the above captioned television show will be pre-
recorded, Mr, FRAIBERG volunteered to make available
‘ a transcript of the show, which will be available on
or about 10/25766. . ) _ /}(‘L y,.'{f-.,‘ .I
‘

“The NYO w111 1mmed1ate1y furnish this trans-

an establlshed sodrte of the NYO, advised on 10717766, Z;b ‘,
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; From: Director, FBI - ﬁml . !
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A United Press Intornational release indicates that a Vi N
speclal three-hour panel discusston program will be aired November 12, &
1906, by WNEW-TV dealing with eriticisms of th arren Commission .

report on the assassination of Preslident Kennedy, “The program
entitled *, e-examination of the Warren Commission Findings: A
Mln‘c??lfy PIrt” will feature five authors of books and articles on

¥ the report who will argue various aspects of the Commisslon’s findings, __

Lrjn The program will be hosted by Jim Bishop and will . ,-/ .
?‘fi’i’} fuclude Mark Lane, Leo Sauvage, Harold Weisberg, Penn Jones and )
§ j; Jacob Cohen, , =

5_-“'..,-.‘

The New York Oflice, through an established source,

ould discreetly determine whether this program will be pre-recorded
will be presented live, In the event it is pre-recorded, efforts

uld be made to obtain a copy of the tape or to view a preview showing,
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. Advise the Bureau, Attention: Crime Records Divis'on,
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