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Deur 3cb,

I got the messpgs toet you hed cslled stout Tnornley's remsrke while
I was in Cslifornie. My wife undarstond you to szy that you were eendlng e a
cory of tust tups so they, iI0 I ses f£it, I might respond. I huve elsn hesrd frem
goug of the Tine genpis in your sudisvrce of your cfrer to Faul Scott tho rasvond
te ny refutation of hiz zlondersus, inspired columa,

-Whethe ' %4t 1z necsassery or desirecble to respond to Thorniey-ror
I think ; ect nis olights 3and not lead him into en iaveluctary
abvendonmar ry much like & tepe of whet he seid. I would like to
hear it =2nd like it as =

2 mat*ter of recerd. You ses, it is I elone o thoss
w“riticg in thie field whe uniderstecd the eignificance of his testimony. It is
posinle he &i9 uot,

e

Therc is 38 buckgrouna te this, when I was in hew Orlesns imredisicly slier
publicaticn of OZYALD IN NTW OPLEANS, esmen? thoee 1 sourht sut was Clind Bolton,
tarnley's mentby, IfEond omg "sgent”, I ursed Solton tom den upon Thernloy the

Immartancs of his coming Terward with ei+her the inforwation hr haq cr the willing-
ness %o vrovidc it %o thoase whe nicht undarstand “het he 310 net, 1 osa1d Belton 4o
tell Thernley tast 1'd be gl2d to talk %o hirm, that if he preferred to spead to
Garvicon, he shoui. do it veluatsrily shils he could Tor it wez lnsvitsble that if
he A4idn't ha'd bs under compulslsn to do so. 1 further suggpszted to Bolton thet if
*:ornlpv wars ¢ eugage in s sanmuine exchsngs «ith cnw who reslly knsw the sube ot
he, 48 4 writer, xizghi svddenly find nhe bed meteriel of whilch e 738 uastore.

Icu may recall thnt I seid snl wrote that the FEI end the -omaissicn misz-
revresonded the avidence on the Qsweld handbi*.s to etate thatw it - Qswall vho
sragpel for th: printin shereae 10CE of ths svidence ‘e that it not Cswsld,
v omn investisatlion cenzieted of juterviewine the owner of 4hs printins z2owpsny,

Jouglas Jenns, He confirmad taat it hed net been Ceweld, 1 gzve hix shout 100
essortsd pletures snd askea hiz to pick the ous thst most strongly sussestal the

rsh who mefe the errengerents. Confidentielly, the pieturu be zeclected wes The nlayts.
Now, this does nct mesn 1t uas Tﬂornlay. It dzos meen Thernley lonlks 1ils y

ru2thsr he was or not. OF course, I geve thie to Gsrrison. Therg ilkewise iz no
quaastlon of ‘he fact thst Barbsra Reid says she saw Oswald and “hornley §E3:
«% %he Bourbon ouﬂe. She toid e end I told Gu"riaon.tﬁo one uzd avar el :
Riechard Tomnlay, then with ! DSU—WV §€3 with me.) Thile I wes nos qt literty to paess
31} thesa meszazes to 1hornlev - 1 woull hsva in 3 person-to-parscn cxchanuse~ thvough
Bolton, I thiak it is an evi,ence of the fact thar I saek only t ns trutn and w2e
loo%ing out for his interest in acting and ssying &8s and whst I d4id.

301ten urnte Thornlsey e rather snide letter, with indecont huimnr that has
sugzastions of enti-Somwitian, Ee fes »ather poor tastoe, Ho used this latter as one
¢f his coluzns in 8 small Trench-tuerter weskly, hence I know sbout it. Butz he did
sugzoet te *bnrnlny that ha follow my sdvice,



W

There are other things I have been told ebout Thornley by people who say they
knew and worked with him. Garrison doesn't know all of them yet. They do not encourage
belief in his total purity.

, OJast week one o the assistant DA's in N.0. phoned me about snother matter.
Bg than told me that as he left, Whornley seid he'd like tc speak to me. I am willing,
but I cennot afford the toll chargess, "scavenging” belng whet it is. I dare say it
i1s st11l to his interest to do this, but ss I huven't buggec him, 1 now shsll not.

Like most reople orf tha redical right, Thornley is tbB ceptivw of ths strange
notions be sseks to will into reality., He hes, 1 think, blowa his chsnce.
,“ However, 1 would like to know whet he s8id of we and my comments atout him.
Also, my worx is to wind up Bs en archive in asmejor eastern university, =2nd Itd like
to have the tepe for thst purpose also,

one of your ligteners tells me you have offesred Faul seost the chsnes to
deny my refutution of his officizlly-induced slander. I nope this i: true. I am ulso
told thuthe® &s ol the end or lest week, h2 hed bessn eilent. I & not surprized, Tuere
seems 1little dcubt thet this slander, eor rather, a comdination of them, iz being
carefully spread by the radicsl-right (I think fascist is cleser) cocmsit'ses cf both
houses of Congresz, Wrat they se=x 12 convey iz entirely false, If coursc, this is
8 chann w3y of saying what they dare not, thot I am semo kind o Commnist. Lo anyone
wre s real ry writine or hsoerd my =peaking, this 45 sbviously folse
earlier fssclets, this naves no difiersnce o them, They went it &o
as though it is and  write dishonsostly to convey the ides thet i .
aevices is to use fulsehood sbut seawms to v. the liarint of ofPicislit
to taiks inuscourste news ztorise sna gretand bhuy ers scourets, I think 3

stz i
: is unlikely
Scott wili muke nlw:elt vulnersbtle tc sult, =nd 1'm getting to the woint wheps 710

hed 5 Tellyfall and just mey stert filing some. Towev r, i 1 may, 1'3 like u tape

of your oiler %o aim .nd, i he sccepts, his res-ons

a
Se

Glad you to~x my fat hint about Fenn Jonze, Ha 1= = very brsve, henast <nd d=241-
ceted mon, subversive snougi to cruesde for an elected scnocl haard in = cliv *¢ thet
&oT him burned ou- for deing it. His wife ies 2s wonderful.

- ‘,A,' 3 ) -
Put I'm oserry o« 4dn ¢ oLave 5 ens2ncs $0 thsnl veu ror the offer ~n Trernlew.

W
Y sife tore sl: the ligsmonts in her 1elt srkle, Jcotor :zays
b

The azy after I ot b

&
T o v Y s Y c
it is sorsc thub . Drouke.

o take care of snd zone o

20, #aiae {rom what + ususlly do, I've eot the “~use and her

Py

2
oy ovork (thet 6f tioe ship ins dovsrdment) 4- 2o,

Thers urs two fa3vors I'd lixe to sck of you. If you recsll the chapter cf Zcwreld
in sew Crlesns entitlsd “Ireliminary fostseript frow Mismiv, I heve for ... time Twd
&0 luabersst iu tos hetl nal otetes Hights lerty. 1 now beve similer but not oe expli~
cit dets from the oihor coast. If you coms seceross anything on them or ver interview
gny of themy, I'G be very interosted in 2eeing or nesring what you heve. and cecond, there
is v mun vho muy figure in one ol the ol shoots »f the story who livesz iz Tam

someone Lo intervies for me, in stricldest conlfiderce. It is » OIA thing, T 4o not 'mov
i 1t Iy fol rwal. Thst 18 ont oi the thizge 1 seek to le~rn v this inta-view. De vou

know 8 good newsmmnv(ésp. 3 redlo one Who could tepe it) who might be willing?,If yes,
I cer tell him the story over the rhone. ,

Therxs for everything.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



