1/31/87
Dgar Jack,

I'm told you heard the WOR tape in vhich
Seuvage end I faced N'izer and Charles Ryborts of Newsweeir. I.do ant know if you
knowxthst behind our becks Nizer demonded half of the scheduled two hours onxthe
ground that "other side™ had never been heard snd had actually been granted a
helf hour that, @s ususl, he extended end wesn't cut short until I complained,

Sauvsge and I learnmed about this Just before the taping began. I was
promised an emual opportuhity to snswer and never got i, Hed I not insisted, in
8 way I do not like to snd as you should reesll from my long silent sit alongside
Curtis and Vince, in s way I ordinarily would not, I've have hed no chance at 811,
The thwould have beon s show in which Nizer =,sughtered the critics.

He 13 o remsrksble men, so honest in his recognition of his cwn dishonesty
he Is entirely unobsshed &t heving it prowged to his face, and so unblushing sbout it
thet be doss not bother to reply when it is made explicit. He is selling his own
book, the sppearsnce of which Just hsppens to coincide with his sudden recognition
of the ne:d of ths government for his stslwerd support. It took but three years
for hin to come to this recognition. '

£nd he 1s ths smoothes 1isr I've ever met, the slip-eriest debator who
slides off the subject whenever he csnnot eddress 1t eo unobtrusively 1t generally
escepes notice, He has moestered sll the dirty tricks of the courtroom and oxploits
them out of the discipline of the courtroom, where there is no lasw to restrsin him
end no judge to deter him. He is content to oenufacture eviience with the twist of
the tongue, a few slsnders st those who disagree with bhim sliding out sirultene-
oously and with quiet peity. He is & resl performer.

Possibly there ia no connection, but I'm inklined to believe that either
directly or indirectly I we: toesed off the scheduled Yetromedla taping of ™The
Ma Jority Report"” that is being done tonight 8s 8 conseguence of the dent I mede bn
his reputation on YOR end bis recognition of the fact that I do fight snd on fact.

This show was originslly asked for by the Cémmission's lawyers, I alone of
the mbnority sfde demsnded to confront them, and expected to, slone, December 6, It
was on my return from this that I was last on your show. No one was there snd I :
wesn't informed of it in sdvence. Those lswyers, save for two unimportsnt ones, will
not bebate me, You know of Specter. Liebeler fled me the entirs month of Decembar,
December 5, when I was at WNEW, they ssk-d me if I would debate Nizer 2nd ¥elin and
Alfiredds Scobey and I egreed, if there was s resl moderstor, not a boocb like Bishop,
to hold Bizer to the point snd in line, and if I got peid enything he got. On their -
aessurance I agreed and everything I've donz since then has been built eround this,.
Two Wweeks ego they told me they wers horning Lsne in, snd there wes nothing I could
do except to ask them to control his upstaging. So, I suspect Nizer will have mother L,
field dey tonight when theys taps that show, save perheps for e few debating points
Lene msy score. Unless Nizer is too overconfident and too carelass, hsving learned
two we-ka ago what ean happen.

Would you be interested in s debate between Nizer and me 1f he will under=
take 117 You know enmough sbout the subject to know much of the time when he is in-
venting, lying and slandering, and you certsinly are no kisrthe Desn. I'd be very
bappy to do 1t. Aside from what you always do and what I'm confident you would in



this case eutometicslly do, keep the show on the subject and the discussion
on the pdint, there is but one thing I'd 1ike you to consider? ke-ping each
appearance of each voice short. e could taks each point by itself, I'11 let
him pick the points, if he wants,

The sort of things I'd 1ike to avoid is the dull stuff that comes
out when there are lengthy scholerly disertations, such ss on the firast show I
wes on with you and Curtis and Vince, the fillibuster Nizer mwa did on Dean,
end the cheep psrsomsl thing Lane is reported to be doing in answer to the scurrility
in lsst Sundey's %orld Journsl Tribune's libels by Lewis, of Cspitol Records, to
sy he slseps with his secretary, This 1s not that kind of a subject snd that sort
of thing does not contribute to public understanding, (By the way, neither Schiller
nor Lisingstone of Capital heve replied to my letter of three weeks ego snd the
WT hes not answered my chel lenge %o let me snswer what 1littls so-called "fact™
coming in the Commiasion lawyer part of the record there 1s. Hor has a radio station
that gave me 20 minutes to snswer it accepted my chsllenge to as%War it sentence by
sentence as they play 1t.) N

For your information, I've drafted but haven 4 ot read and corractad
about 8,000 words on Manchester, slmost entirely on hPs second Look serislization,
1t 1s elmost 1007 insccurste in desling with the assassination itself, in the
most emquisitely fine detail, such ss what Osweld was wearing, when they got up,
what they tolked sbout thst morning, whether Merina ignored him and went eck to
sleep, what the evening paper printed, etc, I'm thinking of a enicther book,
MANCHIOTER MACHIAVELII: T UNINTENDED UNOFFICIAL VHITEVWASH. Iou rnay recall 1 hsve
been predicting from the beginning that the Zennedys would disessociste theme
selves from iianchester's work, and not over the slush, He miscast himself in an
insame, medievsl way, Have ¥you sny opihion on whethsr or not it would be s suitable
book subject todayr

leanwhile, WHITEWASH IIT is about a month behind schedule es I willingly
accept what exposures sre possible snd o ntinue, fruitfully, my seerch of the
archive. YBITEVASH ITI will be so bi 1t cennot be profitable, but I think 1t will
be interesting gsnd worthwhile,

If you 1ike the debate idea, Doubleday 1s Nizer's publisher. I'11 be in
New York end New England next week, ending in Burlington. Vt., addressing s history
honors cpurse (thats the way to sell books) Thuesdsy night,

Slncerely,



