_Janusry 26, 1965

lir. Herb Michelson
WAKR P,0. Bom 1500
Akron, Ohio 44309

Dear ¥r, Michelson,

In snswer tosl your letter of Jamuery 25, I reaffirm my goneral agree-
ment of the poesible worthwhile TV shows thet could result from confrontations
betwasn members of the steff of the former Worren Comnission snd thoss who
oriticize their work. I reiterste my suspicions that these gentlemen will not
perticipate under conditions that sre not losded in their favor snd I say thés
from my own repested experience.

: The format you heve in mind is congenisl to those without financial
problems, It is one that ia not poassible for those of us who are wilkhout
fixed or regular income or ind:pendent mesns, It is not possible to adequa-
tely prepare for ths type of thing you have in mind without the great expend-
iture of time snd monsy.

Frankly, I se- no reason for this not being s sponteneous thing. This
mokes for bettar TV, Certainly the former lawyers sre familisr enocugh with the
subject, abould know more about {t then sny others, hive more experience with
this kiné o2 thing that non-lawyars snd are generally in the position of adven-
tage with such s format. The type of preparation I understsnd you to reflect
they hove in mind will tend to mske this a hesvy, dull thing snd to unnecessar-
fly freeze 1t into a fixed mold. 1t will slso tend to limit the subject that
might be discussed snd, if 1t puts them in a position to rd4fuse %o discuss sny
sspect on this ground, I will oppose 1%, I think thia should be free snd wide
oyen, no aspects barred, I have no desire to meke Mr. Griffin seem to be
will participete only under toras thet are sdvantegeous to him, but 4f ¥4
surrounds himself with quslificotions end ovesiona to begin with, I regsrd it
88 other than 3 good sugurye.

Candor impels me to suggest you prepere yourself for what msy be
ahead, These men just will not debste en 5 beails if equelity shd e wide-open
formate I can refer you to a number of cnsaf. Perhaps the easiest one is 8t
WNEV-TV, where thay, hsving declimed sn offer tc psrticipets on 2 "special”
later hed a change of hesrt and ssked for and got sn mdditionsl program they
thought would be theirs alone, %hen they found I was to be on it, 8s two of
their defenders had bgsn on the esrlier one, with two minor exceptions thg #ll
declimmd. That show has yet to be taped but will be soon, with but two members
of the former Commizsion etaff snd they represented by s chuamplon. It is only
if you understsnd the hiatory thst you c¢sn prepere for the future.

Cenerally spesking, I think I'1l not went to perticipste unlesa I em
adequately compensated for my time, including eny pxgperation you might require.
1 sse no reeson for any inocome %o go to the Kennedy 4ibrary when there sre so
meny of us without independent means doing what we reagsrd ss legitimats rese
earch on the late Fresident end do so without income or profit, If the lawyers
want to give their share to snyone olse, that 1s thair effmir slonms, And 1
think the 4ncome should be divided equelly.

Sincersly yours,
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the Radio-Television Center of Akron

i 853 Cop/e"y Road P.0O. Box 1590
2/::,;6,‘,2’ 808I;IIO 44320 Akron, Ohio 44309
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Jan, 25, 1967,

Harold Weisberg
Cog D'or Farm
Hyattstown, MA. 20734

Dear lMr. Weisberg::

I appreciate your quick response to my Jan. 11 letter
which outlined Burt Griffints proposal for a series of
television programs involving members of the Yarren
Commission staff snd the "critics" of the Jarren Report.

I'm in sympathy with many of the points you raised,
At this time I can't attempt to satisfy you on all of
your objections. There!'s no question some compromises
will be necessary; but until I've received responses to
all of my tentative invitations, I frankly won't know
what over-all ground rules we'll end up with, Let me
now just respond to some of your notes:

L-~The proposal did not begin with me; it came from
Grif’fin, apparently stemming from conversations he'd had
last Fall with two or three other members of the
Commission staff,

2--Qbviously, I can't speak for Griffin's failure to
confront you in earlier TV "debates." There's no question
in my mind you see the value of debating with them, even
if it might involve going along with a few of Griffin's
concitions (which I have a feeling are still open to
negotiation).

3--1 feel strongly a network of independent and
educational TV stations could be meshed for this sort
of programming, on either a live or taped basis.

YeeThe heavy law involvement you speak of can, I feel,
be avoided. First, I want a Journalist to prepare the
advance list of criticisms. Second, if the sessions were
held in public anyone could attend, includkng Mr. Griffin's
law professors--if ghey wished., I don't visualize sending
out special invitations to the Bar for this,
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5--You certainly have proven by your writings that
you would be able to prepare advance "evidence" to
support your criticisms, The issues our journalist
would prepare in advance would, in fact, be based on
the points raised by you and the other "eritics,"

6--I'm aware Ggriffin's final paragraph does, as you
say, "give him an out.," But again, if his proposal
is the only basis for which he will face you and the
other "critics," it might in the long run be worthwhile
for you to participate, Judging from the early response
to my letters, several of his Commission staff colleagues
also are willing to participate,

7--If you require higher expenses and remuheration
than the other participants, I will do my best to get
the money for you--within reason,.

-- I hope you understand I'm not trying to take sides,’
I'm simply trying to assemble the people under terms
that all can live with in relative calm. I Sincerely
value your judgments and opinions,

As soon as all the responses come in, I}ll bégin

laying the groundwork for network and financial
arrangements, Or at least try.” Thanks again,

Sincerely yours,

e Lot ol

Herb Michelson



