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/ Herold Weisberg
Hystistown, Né, 80TM%
Janmry 13, 1987

#“re. Herb niohelaon
Public Affeirs Director
GAIR, narox, hio

Jpad NFe wienelsh,

Snur levior of Jaouery L1 wsrreaty an lmuasiste 10 too-haaty answar,
Ceporally sposking, I wil:i meet und debeie »ay tlue with eny of the farmar
stafl cembexs of the farren vommiseion. Jpecificully, «r. Griffiin's propoessl
13 too iceded cgeinat cucscess, I will ot 8 Leter dnte, if you so desire,
mnulyze §4 st leagth for ysa, possibly whes you get closer to dodnyg womathinge

1t 12 vo louded, 2 wonder 1P 4t begen withk you enc ie hiw way of
reyiug no vhile sewalng fo soy yeb. Thin Lo not intended friyeloualy, for Mr, Griflin
hos bsd o nweber of oprortuniiies to scalrent me. i expeot?fe rpoafroat o susilar of
Bz collesgues fz a Ne» York TV studic lsat moath. Thoy bed spked L£27 the program
but saomicgly Dad o chinge of hecrt after viey lewrasy 1'd be faclng stom. -or ie
thiz an izolset 4 qsses *his, of course, is thelr right, but it doas not antitls
thew %o presond that they asssk€ acufroatstions othoms eveld, Ui they navae not sud
da not svold oonfrontaticnng, »r to atipulate cecnditions ithet wark hardsblps cn the
other 5188 or wssers sy Kind of vigute or prerogsiives thol theler oppssition
door not heve.

Sour deseription of whis ;n*mhm in mind ip not exuggoreted., Crifiinty
farmat cuon pravant it, 1€ not itn cugeenn.

Yay one thing, 1 wrcs_}wi’a sacl arent langth that as o tisn sould or sould

&€Card to aarey 14, Sesond of A1 1%, on the faoe o iYL, ia nm‘;‘air. ¥np axampls, he
projects that sach steff member will speeinlive in Wt £ single rapect of the

Yormiesion's work whervns osch of m whoe mys they 414 lesa thav e wars entitle’ to
Cgxpent of trew will B ove te sav oy Sy optire fHeld or, Baving In our osn worr bed
to sovar the eptire fleld, sud‘aen:;' hn::mee instnt wxvert s, Thatovar the mancet, It
tlss linits us %0 tle decisions 200 orgezizetion ¢f the Goomiesiont's leoert, vhich
32 not warrsnied ené mot desiguedztc elieit untninted Sruth wid renlity,

It‘ thio projects alther o 10:..{,1ﬁhy pnxwr@twn of guestione ar srumers in
esdvance, most of s "oritfias? eeaust 4 1t, Yrllke the forne by P seadars, %o
hova cmlorteble positione { =nd wers paid for their work) I, far axsmnle, h-ve no
Antome ond dnaztts the olenders rotedled By some you wils hm invitiny 1o represent
the othar side, bave Lot cnly not nede 6 cant but I'm etill Our fror revoverieg
my contee Diheps heve ropular jobs and cbligstdons thoy muet mest,

The forsot auticipetes n tor-hoevy purticipsiten by laryars oud lsuenchool
pargcansl who, whether or got "resnecyed” ginerelly Beve £ abetby record to defend
an thin subject. This ig o puplotovely toue of tho bsr watelstliou of *hiech, presumpe
sbly, thowe on hke other cide ern 2% lesst momdsra, It 48 » fiction toa exjeet the
“edminietre tor”, whaitever he ngrees to, " %o d1l8mently fomiliariZe hiaself with sll
the lngnee...” Qeoslon 7 srregstes righte o "the stafr of the ¥arren Commisnion®
(Goon ft still exlot:)that ure preswmptious ensd 4o witeh T will ant spres,

¥hile Y eencol ond o et dluse Me, GrifTln for not Lsking ucon hias choulders
the reepansibilitian of others, for he shonld nnt, 1 40 vam> to podnt out $o you that his
comoluding peregrapk gives hie an out, je coes Lot have to spoear 318 unnwns) others
40 Y. They bsve until now efecdfectly rofused o melw such ap errsnces, orcin o # rgle
month four timem agrlnet me, nvother sbout pix tines in sll,



_ Another apnsecuenes of this paragreph is to 1imlt whet purts of the
farren Ysoovt eqn be exomined. Yesd it be pointed sult whrt thix cagwnn?
»

Shat sire Griffin propeces 1@ sast Be hapes will uot bz agrecd to sad
vkt would, AL agreed Yo, be locded 4n his fovor and se dull wod Gosd we to
Justify litile hoye for sviraciing TV stetion iaterent. et i: nooded is e
simpla, dlrect -pwc}z‘p pRople e Shet they eoan uadsratesd «ad aov be bored,
Ter whw i thils 1::;:«::‘%'& Peeds is publie undsratendPAcoettlag ovsry of telel
end uscIfictal act up to this tine hia deen oplouluted %6 Bveid o Drastrate,
Having €oune shis in thedr offfatel sepeolilen, 1 s o Sivtoge fu paomitiing
thave xeu to serpetuste 1%, whicn fe whet Cxdffin's propersl ancunts to.

To sujmerise, while i sa 61l Sur ysur cbisstiwas, I om ot in secord
with this eivempt to drustrete or divert them, nor em i for g single additional
sbdfusertion or everien of sny kind on tuls gubject. I, yeraoLiliy, buva screpted
every cinglie couirensziien thet tes becw oflured, vgninst vupdpre of ke stofy of
tha former “ounission ( sho in mot ¢ ulngle saze uriesred) or thair chempions.

o nmewer your speeiiie quostions, 1 in wilidng to wgpwer, £ »s AT now the
tine oty yesr i 1m rterfsl.] thirk thors mhould ha resuaersiion, wint 1 oinens
now ary or estimstes 48 %o the formst, all I onx zow eny 47 tiet 4% shomld he
slyple, oiming for atmont egwprehetsibility By & cgsmerel mblie oné deatmad,ea
this cne {5 uct, sor impurtislity anc uurestriecied preveatetion of txath osi
unelioyed Mok,

S¢ncerely yours,

Barold Seisberg
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January 11, 1967

Mr. Harold Weisberg
C0OQ D'or Farm
Hyattstown, Maryland

Dear Mr., Weisberg:

At this time our organization wants to ascertain your interest
toward a proposal submitted to us by Burt W, Griffin, a member
of the Warren:Commission staff. This proposal is detailed below.

We asked Mr. Griffin for this propesal on the basis of an interview
and discussion I had with him last November.

From our point of view, a public airing of the criticisms and
defenses of the Warren Report may well be a historical imperative,
I cannot speculate what would comeof such a public symposium.

But I contend this forum would provide for us all a magnificent
opportunity to serve our nation,

There is no profit motive at stake in our willingness to produce
such a forum, We see it simply as a public affairs gesture which
our industry must make, Obviously, we would fancy the prestigious
notion of our participation in production., But, very frankly, if
it becomes physically impossible for this organization to present
such a forum we will make every conceivable effort to have it
presented by someone else. We feel that strongly about the need
for this sort of statement of facts.

After you read the Griffin proposal, I would appreciate your
comments on these questions:

1) Willingness to appear; at what ime of year;
for how many days; remuneration required.

2) Stipulations as to the conduct of the forum if
you're in disagreement with Griffin's format
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We would not conduct such a presentation unless a network or
syndication arrangement could be set up. Our tentative thoughts
are toward a 100-skation plus network of educational and independ~
ent stations. To finance "line" costs we of necessity would seek
either foundation or commercial funds.

This letter is being sent to several members of the Commission
staff and several of its critics,

This station and its management have the soundest reputation
with the FCC and among fellow broadcasters. We are not entering
into this matter on a whim or as an opportunist. I hope you
understand our point of view.

Mr, Griffin's proposal follows,

Respectfully,

Hud Ll

Herb Michelson
Public Affairs Director
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Dear Mr. Michelson:

In confirmation of our telephone conversation on Tuesday,
December 6, 1966, the fqllowing are the terms under which I
would agree to appear on a nationally televised program
dealing with the Warren ‘Commission and its critics:

1. The program would be held on a university campus and
would be open to the general public.

2. The program would be in the form of a symposium to
last for two or three days and to include the principle
draftsman of all chapters of the Warren Commission
report together with the critics of the commission,

3. The symposium would be divided into sections in which
the draftsman of a particular portion of the Warren
Commission report would haves an opporutnity to face
the critics of the report on the particular issues
with which that draftsman was concerned.

4, TFor each area of confrontation between a draftsman
of the report and the Varren Commission critics,
questidéns ‘would be carefully prepared in advance and
submitted both to the draftsman and to the critic.
The draftsman would have ample time to present all
the evidence available on each of the prepared questions,
the critics would have time to attack the evidenae
presented by the draftsman, and the draftaman would
have an opportunity to rebuke the critics. Law
professors in the areas of criminal law and public
administration would be invited to attend the symposium
and a genuine effort would be attempted to get attendance
from such professors employed at major law schools in
the country.

5. An administrator would be appointed to arrange for the
program who would be a respected law professor or news
medla representative. The administrator would agree
to diligently familiarize himself with all the issues
that have been raised and to attempt objectively to
specify questions for consideration,

6. Members of the Commission staff who have agreed to
appear on such a program would be given at least
thirty days notice of all questions to be presented
by the adwinistrator so that adequate time would be
available to gather the information bearing upon such
questions,

7. No salaries would be paid to any participant on the
program except to the administrator for the reasonable
cost of his time, Other participants would be paid
only for their expenses and a small bonorarium. Profits
or proceeds form advertising over and above expenses to
the sponsor would be donated to the Kennedy Library or
some other foundation agreed upon by the staff of the
Warren Commission,

As you know, I have discussed such a program as outlined with
other members of the Warren Commission Staff and I would expect
that at least three or four other members of the staff would
show a willingness to participate. I must underscore, however,
that I would not be willing to participate in such a program
unless the principle draftsman of each of the sections of the
report to be examined agree to and did appear on such a program,
In that way the public would have an opportunity to hear the
explanations of the most authorative members of the Commission
staff on each of the issues which might be presented for
consideration,

Sincerely,

Burt W, Griffin
Director
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