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Dear Eal,

Gpnd to hesr from you last night., Had I sxpected your call, there
are. probably other things 1'd have been resdy to discuss. I'd have e2lso sc-
cepted your offer to get me @ copy of Bringuler's vomit, for I should not orly
- read 1t for what velues it mey have but I should be prepsred to respen? to any of
its lies, should this become necesssry. As I told you, some are ocutside a
vietim's atility tc sue aver because they are immune, hsving been put 1ﬁto_
the Con@iressional Record. . . . :

Jim will undoubtedly want to read it, if ke hssn't. ke end Paul nsve
been doing the best work on that espect of Ld0, I belleve Bernabie will slso
want 8 copy, so if you'd get one =snd send it, it wculd te helpful. Wnen mine

finally comes, I can tien lef Dick nave it. I suspecttMery will slso want one,
and Gary, s0 a dupllcata cony will find a home.
] he is 8 very undependable source, for ne c~nfabu1ates when he” dnecn t
heve the urge ¢o lie to meke things consistent with his fascism. But this 2ces not
mesn he cannot give lesds,' thet he cennpt be properly. interpreted, or that he . %
must be wrong. Sometimies he is partly right, ss with LH0 teing inn his place, with
the rest wrong. So, as soon ss you cen send it, I'd sprtreciste & copy, stecisl
handling, which should carry itm like first class but at book rate. Costs gnother
quarter but with the Jistances, it is worth 1t.

It will bs interssting to get Dolan's aprraissl of the book, because le
hes tecome blase. If he tekes the tine., ¥hile + hsve no reason to feel wnfident
‘about it, I nave been able to irnterest peopls who msy turn others on. 1 nswe such

. 8 nmeeting tomorrow, ené someone who might te the catslyst was bere Sundaey. Others
 “have sald they are coming in witnin the next few weeks, We'll heve to Wwait and ses,

More then most, I believe, I csn feel the impact of the irresponsible,
a8, of individusls, I've been their mejor victinm. Hougiton really shefts Jonn
and Turner in "Sepcisl Unit Senstor”, without mention of their names, over the
Nwen business. e also doesn't nsme Owen. The bosk 1s of such 'a charscter this
was inévitable, and thst such things hed to bte checked out is not mentioned. How-
ever, Turner should bear a great responsibility thet I am sure does not toucs him
beceuse he was so utterly incompetent in the investigastion, if thst is the word.
You may remember my comments on ‘heering -His questicning, as my instinctive disbelief
of the entire story. “hen Jonn tried to e6ll me Downtown “incoln Mercury, I knew
anne of 3%+ culd be credited. But, such attemrts to victimize us are inevitadle,
and despite my unhapriness at John. his dishinesties end what he cost me, 4+ hold
bim less at feult tihet Bill, who is, suprcsedly, a professionel.

Rightly or wrongly, 1 asve two strong feelings: that we will noti get
anything s0lid published except by scvident or subtsidy, and tost until there is a
complete work, witi more tien 8 single thing to discuss, something givings e fheily
rounded part of the totel story, it is counterproductive to do radio-IV shows,
unless, es I seid last night, they sre eimed at sn immediste objective. IL I could
nold up to enything like tne old schedule, COUP could do this, could turn meny on
who have not been touched. Or my sutopsy work. But I think now, with sny %ind of
luck snd the kind of legsl wmpetence I hope for, the best immediate prospects of
reopening interest or more is in court, whers the odds are still heavily against us.
This is one of my interests in Bringuler's book, for if there is libel there, I
think I can get 8 Chicago lawyer to sue Hallberg {sbout whom I'd appreciste any-
thing that might be available-he's got to be right-wing at lesst). If Bud does as
he ssys, we'll have a cese in caurt in two weeks. With help, we could file @ number
of viable suits within e short time.
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. You should recell I have hedd this belief, in one form or another,
far some time, going bsck to the Pirst rsising of the Jonn head. Unfortunstely,
there never wes the laswyer, snyone, leave slone the right one.

T wish I could hope thst those trisle still to be held in N.O.: would
do 1%, but I cennot réasonsbly hold such hope-snd not beceuse 1 have any doubts
about the guilt of those cherged. Two things, I believe, sbove sll, will control:
the incompetence snd incompleteness of the cherges, filed in passsion, not with
proper foundetion and study; and the character of the lew 1 have seen practised.
44 is not that the laewyers are: incompetent, for they are not, It is more that this
is an area strengs to them end they are naver sdequstely prepared, having always
been diverted. The zrest evil of such ss Turner, Merk, Flemmonde and other
sycophants should be cleer to you now, &s {1t 1s to probably everone on Jim's
s$aff except him,

Moo belie#es théf.tﬁs Thorhley'defense will be an atteck on he. This =
is nutty, but I suppose he and Deve really believe what Deve invented. in s way,

- I hope very much this is whet heppens, for it opens possibilities to me. . Too -
“long to go into here, b ut aside from the truth about this stuff it should open .
P th: prospects of getting into a court record, tested under cross-exsminetion, what
1 leernsd, whst I was told, in the presence of two others who recell and would -

testify 1n support. Here I em telking sbout what does not relate to KP but is-:-
of pos:ible significance. And, elthough thet crazy Deve will not admit it, having
made no effort to test his insane preconceptions, all I wes trying to do wes

help Thornley. I¢ he'd paid sttention, tuost ie what would have eventusted, assuming
he hes no resl involvement. I wes in no wey responsible for JG's interest in him,
aside Pfrom what is in O in NO, as the character of the cherge should by itself
prove, from whet you know.

The resl tragedy in all of this is the incapacity of you people out there
tc heve learned from this, for so many of you entinued to sssociste wr~th Dzve, who
at beast hed to be proven as crezy, with Fred, whose cowerdice 2nd stupidity esnd
totle dishonesty made tbe whole mess possible, end with thet kind of thinking end
"work", As & consequence, I think we heve other such messes to0 lonk forward %t0...
411 who say they are with us are not.... T e

1f Joe finds any reel interest in any vart of the beook, the only way
I would go out there is %o make o speech or speeches and then at reasonsble
honoreris. There should te bleck interest. If not, tuen not. They tlak blg but
heven't learned, about such things as henging together. That Gsrry oould get
en hour away snd not phone is ell tinenindicetion 1 need. This I spoke to you es I
4id and wrote Paul in the seme vein, saying don't zive them eny more, bet them help
or nothinge...If Joe getz interssted in the "Senator" book, though, 1'd like to hear
tapes of wbat he airs and could respond by paone. 1 pova sent Peul a memo, @ ratber
hesty one, after a hosty reesding. And, if Owen Spann is still on the air, there is ’
a special angls for him. But I have no great intereat in this. My only purpose would -
be to keep the hest, if any, off of you people and to prevenit some of the corruption
of the public mind...With 21l the heat for black studies, no black interest in the
murder of the most prominent bleck lesder is, reelly, shocking end, I feel, much
to expressive, too reveslling. We've got black lemmings, too. I know some. Of
course, there are, ss aslways, the traditionsl Jewish lemmings, toco. Lemmings enuf,

Gotte get to work. I look formard to heering of Joe's reaction, especielly
becsuse he is so blase. Yy best to the meny fine people.

Sincersely,



