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Dear isl,

Thus far I've avoided interviewing ell the off-teat preechers
because there sare undependcehle st best and resscals usunlly. Broszheers i no
exception, Hie behevior in Nmew Orlesns wee, over for thet %olersnt town,
acandelous. If every thing he seid were true, who could bzlieve him? He and
others like him have caused 2 tremenduous weste of bime znc ener v that could
bettar be spent slmcet shy other way. liore, I do net helisve Ferrie ever told
anyone what Sroshesrs ssys he told him. These guys slmnst without exception
feed back whet they 'mow Jim wents and is tslking sbout, ench sea’ing 3 little:
glory et the ssme time, 5 :

He chesed young boys through New Urlesns, creeted s scen- st
Barbara Reid's wher he wented to tring one in, got himself arrested in his
cevortings ~nly tn proclaim immunity becsuse he wes Garricon's star witness,
was finelly eesed out of town sni went back west to anncunce he hsd glven
14 hours of the mnst fmportent testimony, snd awarded -~1most everyone in the
office an honersry bishopric! Believe him?

fssociating =ith him 1s in 1tzelf Wwd, as Jaffs did. it will not
be of help 1f eny ure is made at the trial, ror dees it tend to meke raople
5 thin we are responsible,

They are all crooks of one kind or snother, makins ¢ deviou~ living
in & very devious way, vreying on others., In this story, they sre ir charscter.

On threets acainet Jim: by -11 mesns renort them to Louis Ivon, for
who can tske e chrnee. I do not believe he has bteen in sny doneer for a lonz time.
Heving tecoms his own worst enemy by his excesses, he eliminsted any need for
killing him. Howevar, these threats fed him bsve kept him worried, worse than
that, from whet Vince says. I now think s% lesst some were intended onlv ss s
war of merves,

I think 1t e misteke to vsy the :lightest mttention to these guys
wher there is so much legitimat- work to be done. However, I did, imuedistely,
relsy your message to. “ouls and 1 gave him & memo on 1it.

There hss been s major disaster in this endless feeding of bed infor-
metion, i1t hss perhaps ruined the investigation. (ne of the worst ofienders
wes Turner. If he supplied & single piece of worthwhile inrormation, i have not
found 1%, save when he forwsrded the work of others as his own, and thut wes not
comnon. The money slone this csused eewld hove made & major difference. He
tesmed up with Boxley on some things. At the very best it lo~ks awfully suspicious,
Vince end Gary sre convinced he is an sgent; I sm not, but does 1t make much
difference when the effect is evaluated?

Jim seemed close to using some of this stuff seversl times, did get
ton close in public too often. One of the worst is Rose. I'd like every thing you
know about him, in detsil, esnecislly on "The Flot", Herve Lamerra, etc. That,
I sm convinced, is sn intelligence operstion, not i.ench, and there ere some rsther
nice fits with other things slresdy. I regerd this ss important, %hen we cen be
face to face egsin I esn tell vyou what I now cennot. But believe me, we were all
on the brink of disester, It is so far out you'll have trcuble crediting it.



-

Sebe for the fortunste accident of my unexpected return t¢ -ow
Orlesns, atbhis request, vhen I wes in Dsllas, 1t might by now be all over,

There is snd hus be:zn toc much of s tendency out there to teke Yim's
every pronounceaeal as fhe true given viord. *t is suything tus that, o3 th: mogt
casual snelysis should show. Ieople should uo their otn thinking, not be
gycophants. I &n not sddressing you but em meking ¢ general observastion that
I think you will see i: ton-widely applicuble, ezvecizlly amons the newslotters
enz the undarground pspers,

In any event, in New Crlesns the sole direction must be towerd the
Shaw triel. I do not knov whst evidence he sy have of which * heve no Xnow-
ledge, but L 8150 mow of no csuse Tor rejnoicings I think it 1: possible the
case may be lost technieslly if not factuslly. They have ssked me to return as
soon 85 I czn, before the trisl, snd I shell. T will weit un+til I hesr from
Yoo, My best estim:ate st the moment is about nid-JTanuery,

1f, instesd of fcllowing the® Turners snd Boxleys (and Folmers)
and Lanes whose tongues tlckded his ass, Jin had concentrsted on his local
stuff, where he hes Juris@iction end vhere o ight sums would have been
sufficient, Jim would bave had several other viable cases ready for court.

L Inmow whet I've been able to develop dewn there, »nd thet in a relatively
short smount of working time. I think he'd have been able to get the kind of
Indlctmente he really wents. As it is, eside from the indictment nf Shaw, he
hoe rnothirs on the sgecsgzirstisn ivseld, nok on nny of th: preludes.

The rest of us, howsver, must do cur »/m things., " have the entire
field to cover, =nd that we should, indzpendently, sn? without feeding everye
thing to him for him tc use or ahuse ss he sees fit. New Orleans materinal, by
all mesns, but nothing rot related tn it., The a ternstive 1= to dastroy the
ncgefulness of 81l the =o0lid evidence dug up. '

“8'1l have ennugh of o disaster 1f b falle in court, particularly
efter sll his big 01k baged on nothins, about the kinde of thinrs he csn not
rresent to A jury that may well be awniting them, :

Godtz got tack to work. Chin uv, tight belt, end a gocd yesr!

Sinceraly,



