7/25/67

Denr Hal,

your let+er of 7/21 is slmnst 1005 feedback. Perhaps you cen now under-
stiand why there was such an abrupt change in vhet wa: coming out of New Orleans
beziming the end of April. Your RFX stuff is right, bit I have a different analysis:
he wes conned by frisnds., Also, more then even 1 suspect an Spstein connection, prob,
thru former advisers.

I naveN8t rend the “ashville clip hecsuse I went %o meke the outgoing
mail, Bannister was violently redicel right, dut I neve no ¢lip, pemphlets, etc. If
yon could dend me thet piece I'd like to add it to the appendix of Oswald in New
Orleans. Parallex is doing it in reprint size snd I in my formet with en sppendix
of more then 300 psges. Parallax promises theirs in three weeks. I'k using their
type, blowing it up to 6x9, and doing the ap~ like in PW, There will be no time
forr refarences back to the peges or the other way. I'd likie thet to be possible, but
$o» much time has been lost alreedy. Remember, this book was done in April, tefore
§ w#ent to NO (where I lat Gerrison Xerox it). You got much of it on his MNBC sppesrance.

o'1've been getting some of th- rest in dribhles. My worst fear is thet he'll glve
thiat snd some of his stuff to one of us I regerd #s conscicnable as penus erectus,
wh> I keep hearing, is working on a book, '

I 41d not erveaect NBC to use. I just want to xmow 1f they usee the film
thay made of me beceuse of *hs posaiblity of cirrupt editing,

You'll{see the ¥riends De, Cubs, Paneque, etc., in Oawald In N.0. Those
ar: my docs. 1t wes probably ¥Willism S, Oswald, who worked at Rellly or Standard
(same), while IHO wes in USSR. Retherminterssting, $wo 0's connschtod with CIA,
1B working at ssme place, nex% to FBI, SS garsge, sseross from P.0., short ¥lock
fryk CRC, Bennister, eic,

You'll find thet just about all of thic comez from me. I turned my nic
leads snd suspicions over to Spregue, mho has dore very well in following threm., He .
ani JH heve found what you'd expect from the note st the end of the index of P¥Y I've
turned =11 of this over to Biliings of LIFE, who is conpersting, Lovelsdy is in
@eston Hosp. Rm 241, allagedly cencaer! Noteertein what Yim meant by auto rifle, but
probebly in cambinetion Martin-Willis other films Probably Sprague's stuff, 1 amm=m
suspect FIC forerumer INCA....I'11 be printing the DeSlatte FBI reporte....There
ars two Hidell-Haydelas. One a pervert from Houms, the other a deadbeet on the tires,
both read, neither IHO, I have the stuff... I'd like the Liebeler clip on "flying
trip". I have one not quite that. Some day he end I....The inddicstions ere ~“errie
drove, 1 have sll these reports, too, and print them in apr....I think butx~Itm not
sure I included thet part of Welker's test..in O in NO, Ferrie was with two FBI
agents, i've forgotten but I think one was _egis Kennedy, st the time cof tlr asse,
outside the court in NOo, I sugpedt this is Zne ot the suppressed reports....lour
list of suspects quoted fromGurvich is sccurate to Arcachia, There should be others
with him and to Kenmnedy add deBrueys. He threateBed Pens affter Orest testified, I've
arrenged for Orest to appear before Grand Jury, I took Asst DA to him, He also places
deBrueys at CRC, other mettings, regularly. Similarly, other source and groups, Logan}
Shahhh! It's a hot book, and you'll heve it soom....Ochsner 1s radicel right., His
outfit haven for them....Your conjecture WDSU good. NBC is more comnected that you
suspect on this, and with CIAses«I'1ll copy that "Councildbr" and return. I'vg bought
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Esqiire suthor Behrend, a quasifink who is respomsible for the other pleces. JH

has been collabogating with nim, It is Selandria s stuff, I'm not impressed or
convinced., Heven't seen srticle. I heve little t¥me for resding and have that sort
of theng only when it is sent. I usually read what I do of it in the bsthromm. By
the time I go to bed now I'm toc tired to even reac. The hours and yesrs sre tellimg,
but the output i: holding up....OnfFK sgein, you'll see the enclcsed letter, not

the first recent one....The ten second cannot all be on Jackie ani “lint, I do not
know what it is but I'd like to. There is some we havennt identified. LIFE 4= buying
411 this they can get, and I wsnt them to have it.

I'11 see if they =re inferested in caller on Dolan show-conventions. Too
much for me., I'm going to finish snother book and publish it soon nnd I'1ll have to
have ome time for promotions or i'll be 2 benkrupt. Noxt on autcpsy (agsin shhhl
until i% is out). Maybe we cen get Dolen and Morgen, after M0 boolm is out, end
Morgsn on his pix man, to do shows, Thanxs for the list,

The list of %ypos is valusble, lore than usual heme, and this tims I
got ax newzmen to read proofi 1l have to get of7 on mmething slse as soon as 1
complete one. I find slso 1 tend to thruat publighed book from my mind, and its
contents., There is toc much to remember, But you 11 see whet I did with that incident.
I hove tepe of ~“olan SEP show and his cracks at me after I was on, but I haven't
Rltered a single word of the book as drafted about him end his show. Didn't you
notice “arrison wsed it on NBC, in smsll part? ‘

For the imuedizte future my linanclal condition will be very bade. I'Vve
apent every cent on & down payment on & nige house, which we need, having been in
a subterransan garret for sll these years (with enough out aside for the required
work on it) and borrowed £29,000 frcrm the bank, sgainst Yell royclties. I owe for
the new bo-k, will for the mors expensive 0 in N0 edition, cnd for those that
follow. The merket is gettinc +ight, so I'm in risky business. 1f sny of thet
prcmised noney is aveilsble for the trip, Icen use itl iy deal with ,arallax, vhich
is amall snd on this will not have their usual SxS distridution, is co-~publisher.
Inetead of s royality or aivence, we split any profit or loss down the middle. So,
I e¢lso live dangcrously!

- ad glance Squires piece., Justsbout all mime or frow my leads, save
Marina, AuthdqSome of my scurca, who 1 turmei owr, may bave provided utoree Now
do you understend why 1 suggested $o: ressarch to you and reuld
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July 21, 1967

Daar Hal, .

Recelved your latest letters together with varlous en-
¢ losuress Thanks for the ugseful informatlione

In regard to your question about NBC quotlimg you or
using films: gbout you I've no indicatlon that they have here
l>callye No one 1m our group has seen any reference to you and
tney are alerted to tape anything that comes: out elther om
radio, tv or the presse Incidentally,. I've po copy of the NY
Times story of 7/2(?) regardimg your new boaoke Was 1t & good
review? .

If you haven't seen the Nashville Tennessean of 6/22/67
I'm enclosing & copye-The writer seems. Lo have spent some time
with Garrison amd apparently written an accurate account. I can't
youch, of course, for all the details but since he doesn't allow
ris prejudices. to get in the way of his reporting his account

18 an importamt onmee

There are several thimgs in this article I'1l point out
that I know you are imterested lme First there is the reference
10 the "Friemds: for a Democratlc Cuba" which you asked me to get
information om and which I'm stlll lookinmg 1imto. Then there is the
refence to a “"famous" member of the Cuban underground known &&
"Poneque". If you'll recall, in a letter you wrote to me on March 1,
1967 you asked me.-to be om the lookout for & man nemed “Victor
Paneque%e This: would appear to be the same individusl and elther
i3quires. spellling 1s wrong or there may be & t¥ypo errolre. In cone
mection with this, for some reason, I was wondering if this
nas anythipg to do with a "Charlle Chan" group you also once asked
ne to look inmto. I don't kmow why the thought entered my minde
[t cowldb be, howewsr,.-that this is the 14-man. guerilla group
that Squires mentlonss.. Anyway, 1t's Just & thought you might pure
BU®e ) -

There are some other important elements in this intereste
ing article that seem significante.(See the penciled~in arrovs I've
marked to indicate items of interesteim I correct in assuming that
the reference to & film he viewed 1s the same one Sprague has seen?
The thinkipg of our group here 1s that Garrison has this fllm and -
will use 1t as evidence in hips casee. Whet of the reference to the
"gutomatic rifle" = what photograpfh l1s referred to?

One other thing about this artbcle I wanted to point out
is the mentiom of Willlam More and the ten trucks he allegedly triled
to purchase in louisina in 1961 for the Bay of Pigs invaslone In
golrg through my files. I came across several articles that might
touch upon thise For exsample, on May 3, '67 the N.O. Times-Plcayume
nad an erticle sbout a salesman nemed Oscar We Deslatte. He allegedly
was approached by 2 mem, one of whom called himself Qswald about 2
weeks before the assasslnation concerning the purchase of a trucks
G.Wray Gill was his attorneye.Nothing further 1s mentiomed in the
article about details of the imcldente On May 17 the Picayune had
another article in which a referemnce was made to this. same truck
salesman. There ls- an apparent discrepancy between this article and
the 5/3 artlcle judging from what this one states. It saysi"Deslatte
gaid he was approached im 1961 =« before the Bay of Plgs: invasion =
by two men who wanted to purchase truckse He s&ld one of them used
the neme Oswald and & purchase offer was made 1ln that neme¢ The pri=
jcle continues pointing out that Oswald was still in Russia at the
time snd didn't return to New Orleans until early 1963

You-prgbably #m are already familiar with thie incident
but if mot you might check out the reasons for the dlsrepancles: in



i R S A G sl

first, the number of trucks involved and secondly, the datee

Another possihle reference to this truck sale is what I
found in ar AP report dated 2/23/67 and written by Gavzer from
Nevw Orleans.Gavzer mentions a NERER woman who was to give AP some
detalls sbout Oswald in New Orleans but expressed fears for her
lifes It says the following:"The woman who was frightemed into
sllence had earlier told an AP reporter that she was worhking for
& New Orleans firm in the summer of 1963 when a person using a name
sounding like “Hidell" purchased some sutomobille tires. Hidell 1s
&: name used when he purchased a mall order Mannlicher-Carcero rifle
identified by the Warren Commlssion as the weapon used to slay
Presldent Kennedye

"This amn was & dead-beat on his payments," the woman said.
"It took a lot of checking to trackihim down and on three occasions:
thatvl did call his home the telephéme was answered by & woman who
had an accente I thought it was French or Pamnishe"

"Oswald's Russian~borm wife, Marina, spoke with & strong as=
coent. The imisphans woman sald she wag sble to fix the approximate
locatlon of the telephone as being in the Magazine St¢ area. Oswald
and his wife resided on Magazine St. during the summer of 1963

"I am not claiming that he mmm positively was Oswald," the
woman salde "Bt I feel almost certain it wase. I saw pictures in
the newspaper of a Kew Orleans man named Haydell and I knew that
thlis was not the man who bought the tires."

"Information developed by the Warren Gommission indicated
there was strong wvidence that lee Harvey Oswald did not know how
to drive an automobilee

“The woman said she did not know whether the cusgomer had
Briven a vehicle. Bhe sald the tires were for a panel trucke

"One aspect of Oswald's activities reportedly being imvesti-
gated by Garrison concerns & report thatoOswelld tried to make cone
taet with anti-Castro Cubans- in the New Orleams area to train guere
rilla forcess

"The woman. sald that after President Kennedy was assassinated,
ghe vdiced her suspiciona to the FBl. ¢

"l never heard from the FBI after that. I don't know if they
were zhle to fimnd the purchase order to check it with Oswald's hande
writing or not. I haven't beem with the company for a while nowe"

Speaking sbout Oswald and his ability to drive a car if you'll
check General Walker's testimony before Llebeler he indicated he -
had informatlon that.Oswald had picked up Ruby's car from a hotel
garage. The dhscussion went off the record when lLiebeler asked for
more informatlion from Walker.

I'v found another referemce to a supposed flight by Ferrie
on Nov.22. Jim Eason turned over to me wire service copiles he got
from CBS and in one of them dated 2/23/67 it says the following:
"Ferrie was questioned by the FBI in 1963 because he had made a
flying ¢rip to Texas on the day of the assassination and because
he belonged to the Ciwil Air Patrol in New Orleans." Now why should
both llebeler and the wire service (and thathat would imclude the
FBI if we presume the reporter got his information from them) make
the same error, if indeed that 1s what it ia870mne explanation pointed
out to me ls that the phrass "flyimg trip" is colloquial for a hasty
departures My objectlon to this interpreastion is that in this ine
stance the FBI and Llebelker employed colloquial expressions in ac=
countlng for Ferrie's movements, a most unlikely coinclidence. Besldeg
ln the wire service-report 1t seems clear that an actual flight 1is
referred to slnce the latter part of the sentence refers to a flight
group 1n New Orleanse
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Perhaps you may not have come across a story in the Times-Plc~
ayune in which a listing of unldentifled persons were discussed
who William Gurvich were to be arrested as accessorlies after the
fact. They included:(1)"One of the city's leading coffee importerssg
(2)One very prominent doctor of international reputationj. (3)An
owner of a local hotel; (4) Twoeeesleadera of local refugee organie
zations;; (5) A local FBI agente"

Our best guesses here place these as possibly:(l) Eilther the
Reilly or Standard Coj (2) Dre Alton Ochsner; (3)William A. Monte
eleone; (4)Arcacha Smith & %3 (5) Regls Kennedy & %. (See 6/28 issue)

Regarding Ochsmer I'm enmclosing a copy of a letter he wrote
which gives the. interesting information that he was connected with

.INCAS. INCAS appears to have heem set up by the CIA and Oswald's

gotting on radio to ailr his views about Cuba for WDSU an NBC affilie
ate would appear to be to msite NBC suspect in this whole aspecte I
even ventured the thought to a friend that NBC had close tles wlth
the CIA and appeared to be infiltrated by thelr agents. How olse
can one explain the N@ station's willingness to allow Oswald to
publicize his alleged pro-@astro views? If it had been another
atation the chances are that he would have never appeared at all
and the publicity attached to Oswald in getting a favorabhle image
of him as far as pro%*castro ldentification would never be what 1t
wage Someone had to see that he got the right publiclty and the
right persons saw to it =« 1t just couldn't be left up to chance,
particularly in the comnservative environment Oswald found himself
in New Orleanse

In going through a flle on old newspapers dated just after
the assassinatlion I came across this item on W.Guy Bannlster RUEXINR:
mk in xum “The Councllor" published by the White Cltizens Council
of loulsiana(Shrevesport, dated 12/5/63e.The issue was devoted to
linking Oswald with leftéwing groups). Bannister's neme is listed
as one of many "Free Elector candidateas in Orleans and Jefferson
Parishes”. The article says that the imformation appeared in"an
independent newspaper, "Civic Review". Bannlister seems to have as-
soclated quite freely with rightéwing groupss and I was just wone
dering what "Civic Review" is likee This 1ssue of the "Councllor"
calls Congressman Boggs, "a darling of the far-left extremista" so
that ought to give you some idea where they standl

This amusing item appeared in the 8.F. Chronicle on7/17/67:
(in a letter to & columnist):"My wife and I were mad s CBS four
nlghts in a row for taking off our regular programs and running
that thing about the Warren Report," writes Dave Willisms."Most of
the people in America have accepted the Warren findings a Struthful
and. forgotten about it long ago. Am I right in thimking that very
few people cared to watch 1it?

*No, you're wrong. The ratings show that it was viewed by 55
million persons, either im full or in part, and it beat all compe-
tition on other channels."

As you can see from the columnist's reply Garrison has a
tough rosk ahead of him if he thinks he can get this Americam to
give up ome fairy tale for the falry tale he already bhelieves ine
I stlll marvel how so many Amerlicans can be oblivious of what's
happening not only in the world but even in their own back yardes

I'11l contact Ferlinghettl sabout your new book shortly. Have
seen no local reference to 1t here. If I can manage some free time
to do a revliew of the book I'll see that the Berkeley Barb ham somew
thing on 1t by me. -



Understand that Dolean had the author of the Esquire Vaganov
2lece om his program this morning put I wasn't able to get anyone
‘to tape ite. Have you read it? The article mentions a "James Hender-
son" as one of the researchers who dug up information on Vaganove
[t's our opinion here that Henderson is actually Jones Harris.

. I received a report that Bobby Kenmedy came to the aid of
Sheridan and defended him on 7/19/67. There's been no mention of this
nere in the local presse. It ram on the AP wire and Bobby was say=-
ing that he couldn't see how it was possible that Sheridan would
not seek the truth.about the assassination. Bobby sald that he
worked with him in the McCldlland Commitiee & the Justice Department
and he had faith im hime It's my opinlan that Bohby didn't do this
without seeking some politlcal advantage probaebly fromrlBJ. Whatever
deal was made can onmly be speculated om. Incldentally, spesking sbout
IBJ ome friemd here says he believes IBJ will try $o make political
hay out of the Garrison investigation and even inject it into the
1968 campalgne It would be iromic, if true, for in 1964 he kept 1t
out of the csmpalgn and in 1968 he'd be keeplng it ime Politles does
make for some stremge behavior as you well know. :

Do you know enything about a film that Dolan mentioned recently
on his program (6/27/67)% He said that KTTV-TV station in Los Angeles
(a division of Metromedia) bought ten seconds: of £1lm showing Mrae
Kenmedy climbing over the back of the car, and a secret service man
hopping up on the back bumpere. Dolan went on to say that "the oril-
ginal source of the film is unkpown" but that he wes certalm that
§t could be traced. I'll call Dolem sbout this. oWer the week-end.

Last of all, I'm.enclosing a list of conventions to be held
in Washingtom,D.C. in Beptember. If you'll recall when you were
here that person who spoke to you sald he was golng to be at a
convention in September.(This 1s the man who sald he knew Oswald
and had information about him but wouldn't give out his name) s
If you'll study that list the omes I thimk are the most likely
group which this person will be golng to are elther #3 or #15.
Perhaps he could be reached &t the Shoreheam Hotel on elther of
these occasiomse I Know it's a lomg shot but thls person may never
come forward with his informatiom and I do think it is most slg-
nificant.

Well, I guess this is all for the moment. Hope everything ls
golng well for you and that your new book is dolng welle Am anxiously
awalting the book on New Orleans as are others heree

Best to you in the meantlme, 1
Ha.
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FeSe Here are other typo errors. in WW IIX:
‘ Pe57 = returned should be return

P. 91 « extenslve should be expensive
Pell3 = gpemt should be spend

Pelll « workss should be workse

P.293 « 8plegel should be Spelgle



