"PHE YEAR OF QUR FORDW

If Wizen's tases lead te the Yelief ke read nething but Eix Sie Orises his
record is muExukas that ef the =an whe mclll.ﬂmﬂm

Nothing en Orwell's yrecient pelitieal satire was tee ridiculeus te de Nixzen's
grim sraetiee. Evenm the militant kids whe tesk te the streets mever mentiemed this but
it is ths faet, .

"War is sease" im Orvweil's setire., Nixen waged war in Seutkeast Asia fer feur
sf the eruelest years and net enly ecslled it weaee but eon‘ﬁinusd it te make am eleetion
igoue of his eringinz"pesce™ te the eormer of the world that ressing ir flswes, It was as
it had been with his innecent houssleld net andé his wife's se-salled Hepublican eluth
ceat, they were the issuss er wiieh he mm fer vice presidsmt,

Then ané "driving the oreelks eut of Washingten.," He meamt the kizd ef neeple whe
would take a deepfrsage as a ;.sml‘wn?..

Tha versisu ef this beel that grew te- lsny begen with am zcesust of Hixen's
eareer of always being en the take. His persemal creckedmess bggan with a cellege escapade,
a breal-in, ne lees. Inte the Dean's effiee, Hig p-litical ssrver begua with taiing
merey frex the Baltimere cerperatien ke was suppesedly investigating fer the Navy im
World War II eentracis. He used this vemsy te fey te Califermia te file against the
nost noferisus re-buiter of the day, the liberal Jerry Veerhis, whe Nixem beat »y pese
Paiting his te death, The illegul ;,iftu he tsvik fres wealthy ultra~right Culiierniams,
when axpecez, led te his Checkers speach, Whem he ran fer Cevermer ef Califsrsia after

JFK beat kim he was eaught in sweatheart deals ex preperty, with !afia and Teasscter
overtenes, end he clajmed persecutier, Ome of the better vays ¥m of beimg persecuted is
te buy valuabl. sroperty fer less thua the mertgags sn ,}i‘t'-

Ke matter hew ome eeunts it, ane the ceuating i‘:;:)u, ae saleulatien of Hixenm's
take as President cemes ts les: than g millisn dellars smu ted times that much iu

tyax meney was wul into preperty his aequisitien of whieh is is sheer gemerssity te

eall "gleuded."



Twe years after it was expesed that he'd swindled the Treasury eut ef a walf-
millien in federal taxes aleme with a erscked daai. on "his" »upers, meaning these
paid fer by iTax uensy and generated while he held earlier sffices, the full magnitude
ef that avwindle remained e he wreguthte public lizht. Everybody was afmaide. Mall
expesurs weuld hive invelved offieisle of the Gomersl Services Administratien - his
apoointecs ~ ond of the Justiee Department - frem his Atterney Gemeral dewn ~ in
eenspirucios! te cemiit fruud. By ihwn he firgt Attermey Gemeral was umder mulptiple
indictments zneé his secord a self-penfessed felen, Contiefsﬁ but ndt jailed beeause
with him crise vas judieislly determinad te e an net of sver-geslous friemdship fer
t¥hich ths judze praised hi= frem the bsach aad his mere serisns erises, which inelude
perjury, vere mwcharged in the desl,

Haviag given ths eountry the sdeindstration vhich set & recerd fer eriminality
and for jailed efficisle, the First Attermey Gumsral te be cenvieted anu se large am
assortiuont of lascer feleng, Nixem éisslayed his superierity ¢ his appeintses by
escaping evan Indietment, s feat witheut e:usl and made pessible by his “ememies"
and theizr sublessneas.

In this »ractise ef Orwsll Nixem thus hed rum em a “law amd erder* platfsrm.

Hig promise was te take erime off the sirects, Ne pelitican was ever msre faithful te
a eampaigzn promise, Hixsn teek erime from tho strects ane neved 1t inte the Hidte
Hense, the halls ef Justiee and ali suberdirate ageneies fir uhdch ho found time and
epportunity,

While he was diligeat in his pursudlt of porsesnl baoéls he did net meglect the
basie legal structurs ef the land, Jehm Nitchell set te ra~writimg the Cenmstitutien
iate a michine for the autheriturianizing the natiem, His najor wffmyt publie effert was
before the amnual cemventien of the .mericam %ar Asseciatior, which was without netable
protest. { | )

Hitehs11's fellew folen was Rebert Mardiam, Mardism, whe hsndled Watergate hushe

nenay, hud besn the Nixem-Mitehell Assistunt Attermey Gemeral im Charge of the Imtermal



Seeurity Divisien until he meved te CHEEP, By the tise this cepbimatien was swept frem
rublie ¢ffige they hed cenverted the fumdomental Amerienn risht embedied inm the gzramd
Jury system inte s moans ef merpetusl pe-sececutisa of the melitieally ﬁnptpul&r amé am
imstrument fer demying the rights it was suppesez te preserve and yretect. Ak iisue ef
the Ameriesn “riel luvyers' Assecistise mesa-ine, Trisl ( )
i9 devated te discussion ef this sinzle subversien of the mezt fumdésments) Amcrican
rights.

True te Urwell, Nixem smd company ealled it "lav avs ervier,®

Hizen wrought ne majsr inmevatiens: te public serruetisn, Kie mgjer asczet was a
great laeik o seruple thar any nrier weliticem = any rusk »ver ¥reught te¢ mublic
off'iee, Hixenm was a copier, even s plagiarist in his speeches. Vis groatest dclizhts,
joys hia enweamer= swirling Beraly hid, were ir stecling the felisiteus phrases ef his

Fest previeus
greatest enemy, JFK ena turnimg them areund in their resndszo, RPryiswx adwizictrations
had 2ll been tminted with fimeneial seavdals, gemeraily petty, like the deepfreeze
zifts of the Uruwan »eried. The majer graft sesndsls had, hewever, beem im twe prier
Remublican administratisn’s, Grant®s wn¢ Horwimg's, In neither ense eid perésnal
eerruption teuch the Preaident,

That ecame aloser in the Eiesnhewsr administratien. Ike, the ebenfieiary ef special
iezizletion that made what wus sr@eknd tax bonefity Jer ether mem legil for hia, boecame
wealthy by it, His tep assistant, Shermsn Ldmas, was Perced eut ever what waz called a
vieuns eost sesndal in which his friend and berefaeter ef a lsng welitical eareer zave
him suck a eeat, Jack Andersen later published evidense _that hidden by this eeat wawm
mensy well imte six figures.

Real zraft meved inte the Whidte Hauss iteelf vhen P-.ie]mrﬁ Hixsn Becams vice
prosidents With hic as Prosident, sver his empleyess dip od ints the White House safe,
as John Duam was te esnfiss befars the Bonate Watergete cemsdiiiee, { ¥ %

Self-prosarvatien becemes iuperisnt te a men this cuaning and this dodieated o

anjeying the side benofits snes canaidorsd ehuraeteriatic of the so-called "banams



republies” enly. In this Nixem ewes a gweat debt te & man little knewn sutside
of Naryland and knewn mniquely im M.ryland ss the mest peraisting dundum in its
politieal hiatery,

George Mahemey greew wealthy as a sentracter, a busimess in whieh pelitieal
payeffs and publie contraets ave the hend and the gleve. Hnrywuluilnl}.yn
Homoeratic state. vaheney is a Demserat. In a lifetime of offies seeking eme of
| Haheney's unique accemplishments is Yo ecleet Republicans, Whatever meminstion he was able
te mmaffle, his j&pu‘ﬁim oppenent was alvays the bemeficiary,

One of Haheney's net ineemsideradle aceenplishments ig an habilitj te speak in
sentenees. In fact, by the time of his lash campaign he has established boyond questien
that he didn't kmew what a seatemce is and made preminent public display inm TV appearamees

and debates that he was unable te ecemplete the expression of the gimplest theughts., He
entertained ne other kind but he mever mannged te express them,

Thanks te Maheney's eapture of the Yemeeratic meminstion for gevernoer the eleetisa
bofore Nixen became President, his little-knewn Republicam eppement, Spire '.l;e’iiodm
Agnev became Giverner, Nebedy kmew Agnew. It was eneugh that they kmew Maheney,

gnentmaduptemujarxpurfermnen One single aed by Agnevw made him a px
matienal figure,. During that era ef eampus turmeil when blacks made am issue of the
anderfinancial and general mkux denial of adequate faeilities in the institutiens te
whiek they wore restricted, there was a medest protest at Mergan State College, ene of
these noglected black eol eges, Agnew's charaetefistic and instinetive resetion was
racist, 47 ade him fumous, a fame that eeuld net have beem Mis frem his prier publie
offiees, head of the PTA and executive efficer of weslthy Baltimere Comnty (which dees
not inelude the eity of the same mame), |

What gees en in the traditiemal suoke~filled roems becames knewn enly frem reports
stiributed te these whe, inmside them, negetiate and bargsin. Ome ef these reports is
that Nixen chose Agnew o run as viee president im a deal with ultra Strem Thurmend,

a havk of a Uemeera$ turmed Republisan sver the race issue, in the hepe that this bride

te the seuth weuld deliver seuthera vete for Nizem. It was, im fact, his pargine



Agmews practise in sampaigming authenticates the report from these smeke-filled
vooms, He became raeist with etithets like "Jap" aad Pellak™ and, whem surprised by
the strenz nezative reaction, had a ready amswer’ jow eould he, a Greek, be a raeist?

It is traditienal that eonventioms rubberestamp tinxslcirmxsf presidential candidates
sheice of rumning-mates. It is alse the eenventional pelitiecal wisdem, vielided in recent
years only by the MeGovern campaign, that the presidontial eandidate learms all there
is te lmew abeut his rumning mate befere making his cheiese publie,

Grafix is traditiensl in Meryland pelitich. Newhere was it less seeret thak in
Baltiners Ceunty, Witheut investigatien it was a gafe assumptien that t;uv was ea the
take, With any kind of investigatien eof his m only preef had to_ surfzce, Agaew
lived inxx style that his knewn inceme could net acceunt fer.

Whether or net Njxen kmew ho sélected s his Viece President a man whe was a ereek
may be 2 question. That Agnow's ereckedness became one of Nixen's major assets im
aveiding $mpezehment is beysmd questiem, This mecant alse that im the e¢nd Hixem weuld have
gtill anether acsed, selecting with ne eppesitien the mext man te Be a single heart-
beat away frem the presidemcy sheuld anything happem te Nixem. Ineluding impeachment,

Amd tims it was that Nixen's persemal appeintes as United Stutes Atterncy fer
Maryland esme to Nixen's reseus. George Beall, whose father had been a huck “epublican
Cengrossman and Senater uniquely witheut disetinetien ether thun ia deing his party
duties and whese brother was then Nixemiam Senater, started an investigation it is sald
of Denecratie ervekediness of Baltimere Ueumty and just stumbled em a plethera of
ineriminating evidence against Agnew. In the deal that emcble Agmev te aveid beceming the
first American Vice Presidemt jailed, amd jailed as an uncemnenly cemmen ereek. Agmew
agreed te a compromise im which he admitied te ak bill of partieulars 40 pages leng.

His admitded ereckedness was fer a temeyear pcried extemding inte his Viee Presidemey.

The uogr:::.mg of these specifications consumed three full pages of the Mzshingten
Phgt of Osteber 11, 1973, Host of its main news seetion was deveted te this thoi
stery of unprecedented eriminality ef the Nixen "law and erder” administratiem. _

"Law and erder" and ita empnin, "justice,” administered by Nixem threugh his



{
0

Hew therc had besn ne mere visible, ne mere veeal Nixemiam thas Agpnew, There was
mothing of whieh in Hixen's service Agnew was net eapable. It is he vwhe laumehed the
major Nixen assault en the press/ as maymumy eorrupt,as pelitically eppesed to Nirenm
asdé that musterieus semuthing fer which Nixem allegedly steed amd thus leng befere Nixen
needed fours imstilloed in the medda, Agnew did it. With the fedsrallt-licensed media
this was essecially offective boeause the pesaibilities of Hizemiam retributien vere
ebvieus,

In this sorvice thers was ne lie of which Agne. was net capable, The evervhelmingly
Rpublican-evned press becane Demserat centrelled in the Nixem-Agnew versiom. The reality
is that virtually 1007 ef the press supperted Bixen's ro-electisn,

Se ertg% and erude was Nixen's saerifies of igaew as Nixan's shiled thet the
Hey Yori Pogt's Agnow-hatinz oo,ummist, Pete Hamill, wac meved te write — befere the ax
Pell en Agnew's neck, thet "If a guy fl‘oa Bay iddge itreated his ffiand.s the way Nixon
has treated Agnew, “ohm Mitchell, or L, Patriek Uray they weuld pieck his romaims eut
of an ashiray seme Saturday might.”

The Nixen geng was hardbittem, geing after Agew with sueh vengeanee se that Nixea
might eseape impeachment by the saerifiee ef Agmew that had met Agaew accepted the deal,
they had plammed te lay a 50-eeunt indietment on him, (PRst 10/17/73) Agnew eenlé mei have

lived lemy emough te serve sut the sentences pessible.



personally-appointed ASterncy Gemsral and persenally-appeinted United States Atterney
for Maryland, werked theix way amd there was, naturally, a deal. Agnew eepped a plea,

paid & wristeslap $10,000 fine and eonsinued for a lemz poried with both Foet fn the
publie trough, (Pest 10/11/73)2;‘» doal included Agnew's resigmatien, the enly alternative
te vwhieh wus impeachment, Thia meant that Agaew weuld be publiely silemt, weuld have ne
single werd to say abeut guu whese impeachment had been phblicly discussed for mere
than a year, m the nmﬂntiu that eoffed Agnw.

"Mzt Agnow Aides Plﬂeei in U.8.Joks,* The Haah:.n;ta?wt roportud three kenths
later. (1/20/74) Zjis silem& these mest likely %o be ia a pesition te say what Nixenm
did net want said, What H;ij‘u did met want said is the rert he had ia baling hinaelf
out by threwing Agmew mfii.ui One s ery alumg "this line was hesded "Probe Leaks
Blamed on Nixen Aides." ll’sat 12/14/73) "’l‘lm wéere unguestierably leaks frem tha
White Hsuse," Beall ainittml, Fas part of a plan te mnsm Agnew inte resigming,™
(Post 12/14/73)

A Horthwestern Uuimmty mflsmr of Cmttitutiona_. lew, Themas Pk Tedd,
is anemgz the met incusidorabh Runber uh. saw the Agpw deal and Nixen's part in it
as "the perfect eseape hateh for President Nixen." (emm Teday, 10/12/73) Tuis, as
Tedd and wimxm sthers elca.rly saw, emable Nizen to uppoiat & Emmexx "fricendly"
suegesser te Agnew whe, "if Bixen later msi.md}'/ sooWollld serve as Niren's iniuranee
polisy against his ever beimg breught to trial fer alleged erimine] mctivities.”

(Chicage Teday 10/12/73) r

Obvieus as this was, it received litile atmtim and virtually ne theught im
the repesiteries ef pewer. It alse turmed eut te be prwiaaly aecurate, more zeccurate tham
even the few Todds whe were heard expected,

Nizen had it al: planned sut. The day after the printing ef the bill of particulsrs
against Agmew and i his ceerdinataed resignatien, Nix_ofn anxbpncei his selectien ef
Congressman G.:rald Rudelph Ferd, Republicem leader in the Eon;se of Reprosentatives, te
be the eountry's first uneloeted Vice Presideat. (Pest 10/13/73) He later become the

firset wmelectod President,



Like Nixen, Ferd's Comgressiemal recerd was aingularly wihenut secemplishment.

Hig ene .nehiwmnt was in limitin; the enemies he made. Survival fer him was met dife
fieult., He came from a aaffi mtmny of whieh Gramd Bapids is the besiOkmewr l:ndmark,
Emim ne mean politic:l phrageemenger, had said of Ferd that he had
played Bx fsothball tee 1-:}; witheut a helmet and that he was se stupid he coulen't

show gum and walk straight at ;the sume tine.

Howover, this same Jehmsen apparently found his estimate of Perd te be a peliticsl
asset because in time of Jphnm’s great politieal nced, t. .quiot anéd eentrol the eoffieianl
ageomnt of how KFK was nuq:bintu. which aise means hew Johasen became President, he
chose Ford as ene of iim h:ih Commission’s members. It eseaped sttentiem that in his
seleation of t.¢ Cemmiscien’s soven membsrs Jeknsen departed frem tradition and
wadoviating preeedeant ’w appoint a majer of five eur of sevem frem the mimerity Repube
liean party, :

Ford mere thaan dust:.fiod. Johnsen's eenfidence in him. *e was an unguestiening
supporter of the official line on the assassination, the line that bucame the substitute
for beth faet and ilﬂs‘éinﬁug a3 my series ef six besks establish.

Vhen thers were luks from the assassinatien imguiry and Feré wamted te be
~ eleared, he asked J. Bigar Heover te"imvestigate"him. Heover semt an agent te sscept
Ford's denial that he had'.{:’loa]mi. This was the FBI's tetal "imvestigatior” that Ferd
produly proclaimed had "eleared” him. (Whitewash II, p. 8)

VWhen thers was meney te be made frem this added Post, Ford aleme of the sevem
Comnissieners eemmerciaslisze his verk., Te faeilitute this amd eliminate say werk fer himself

Johm R, Stiles,
he put/Mis former campaige mamsger em the publie payrell, calling him a specisl assistant
on Warren Commissien affairs., There was ne such pest, there were me such duties te
porform, Stiles figures in ne Warren Cemmigsien werk, but he did ghest Ferd'g besk,
Portrait of the Asssssin. They split the leet, disappointing as it was, and alse ghested
a private Warren Bepert for Jife megazime frem vhieh the returm was met what Ferd weuld
hava.lilce. However, he is a man whe was cenbemt with what he ceuld get as lem; as it

eost him nethimgs



With the publie paying S¥iles, vhatover Perd get was beiter them nething, He alse
got eensiderablo free attemtien, which is a payeff to peliticisms.

However, whom Ford had dene me fuvestisuting snd whem he knew me mere then the
Commission would rupert he did face a preblem in havisg gomethins to sell ether them
s and S%lles® distertions ef the ﬁmissiu‘s views., Feri's selution te this problem
was sinple. It could net have been unkuown te Nixen. Perd simply stele a Tep Bscret
$ranseript of a Warren Cemmissien executive session se ultra-seeret that me member ef
the staff was permitied te bo present er oven read the transeript, It is with this
sensatisn that Ferd's beok epens, |

For, hovevar, was net content te steal a decument classified se highly that
it iz a eriminal -ff;m m if elassified henestly mx eeuld m.war wanléd result,

The gession was allegodly to censidor the seeret evidence that the secused
assassin, Lee Hayvey Uswald, had been soue kind of federzl agent, I had seught to ebtain
a sopy preperly for abeut six years. Fimally, in a bizarre suit under the Freedem of
Informatien law, I did ebtain a copye It is printed in fucsiuile in WHITEVASH IV, which
alse containsdetails of Ferd" persenal dishemosties, extenddng to perjury. Fut

Ford was met centent mereli te¢ steal amd mell this tranmcripts He edited it,
enitting any indication of editing, What he eliminated ig all the substance, the
evidence that preved the Heyert of his Comdscien and the centent of his beok are fukess

Jor G,(,--Lh Aewerd T, Throd shint . |

Hera, and net imsigmifieant, this t.rumseript is the most definitive gelf-condenmation
of federal intelligemee sgemeies, partieularly the CIA snd FBI, Their inpertance in
The Wutergate investigntien umd related matters is grest. Ford, in elimimsting every
adverse werd witheut indicating eny emissiemg, did thom a uzjer faver and put them in
his persemal debt,

Were this met emeugh to qualify him as Nixea's persenal choice, Ford added te this
tuiqw; recerd when ho was questiened in his confirmatiem hoarings by swearing falsely. -
I ﬁt bofors that memomt he them became & true ¥ixemien, a eririnsl in hizh office, Hip
m was perjurfe  Ho swore that "we did met use ir that beok may material other tham

the mutorial that was in the 26 velumes of testimeny and exhidits,Pextrwerws (WHITEWASK



IV, o 12) At the time of this perjury what Ferd stele and sold was still classified
Top Seerot. ot uatil the mext year, in respemnse te my efferis ef se many years,
was it declassified/en Juse 14. (VEITEVASH IV, p. 15)

A mre complete and mere dishemest alteration of this stelen Tep Secred
transeript fer pelitical ebjectiemns is impesuible to cenesive. A werd-forewerd cemparissh
xikk of Ford's cerruption sad the eriginal catasliches this.(VIITEWASE IV, pp. 12430)

In this recerd alene Ferd established hiaself as a man true te Nixen's ethies,
sorals and prineiples.

But there wasMere, his part in the Nizenisn/Watergaters "Impesck Iiﬁnghs"
sampaigi. This all seciety's pretective imstitutioms alse zanaged te aveld mentiening
when Ford's eentirmatien as Viece President was under censideratiern, The sveidance was
rot secidental, as my eown efferts establish., 1 nade streng amd ropeate: effertes to
get theus whe were mest veeal im trying te feree Nixen sut of office te use the werk
I had by them already completedd,

Het ens weuld,

Kajer new papers snd mevsmagasimes, a TV mes, the AFL-CIA and severzl en Capitel
Hill are aseng these whe just weuld met get imterested im ther recere of the mam mext-in-
line te w the ruin of the lamé., ¥y them the pslitiecal and seenemic tell of Nixem
and his Watergate were beiny felt amcutely. Ferd's earlier jeimt speratier with The .
Watergaters, aet reperter, pet the sushest of "lavestigative reperilay," becaso & nen-
event. The Watergate was freatepuge news hut a new Prasident-ts-be with Watergate sen~
neetisns was net news, Net of palitienl interest,

The infantilism of the peliticsl thinkimg was spelled eut fer me at the Arl-UI0:
the faster we get another viee presidemt the faster we can get Nixem euts

But the ichimd kime of vice presideat, the qualities ef the ram whe would with seme
eertainty seon be chief executive? Te this there was me theught, *an it ns eemeern,

When the times ealled for a leader with the premise of previijiagz leadership, a

2 man whe ceuld seen nesds, feel them and fird vays ef meeting them, g man whe esuld met
chew gum and walk straight was & perfeetly geed cheiee if if meams a few daps less of



Nixen. It didn't, of course, Omee Ford was confirmed, and there was ne real eprositien
te i%, Nizen's ecentinusnee in effice was more eertuiz, zei less,

Why sheuld anyone want a mam of Ford's prevea nethingmess te mumk snyeme else?

4 man whese leng pelitical histery was as undistinguished, with ne suecess exeept
pelitical survival in & safs distriet wic whese ealy avvet was net haviug usde sy enemies?
A man whe, whem he iried te rut belief ints setierm resched his highest weint in the
aberted offert to impeuch Deuglam, with the ssseientes he hed ix it, with the sus-estien
of blackuail added? This kind of man & lesder er what the coumtry ulse nieded, a healer?
He a man whe oeuld brinmg the disgusted and disceurageéd pseple baeck inte the political
precess, whe ceuld draw the fraetionnted peliticiams tegether se that what mesded deing
zight »o done?

If thers was any public discussier by the rsal lesdership of the land abeut what
kind of President Ferd weule make, I saw a.mi huar: nene,

I% wan the pane kind of mom~thimicing by these with pever that had seca te it that
tﬁru wes a nen-investigatien of Nixen sme the entire VWatergate mess.

Hobody sesmed te think er even ecare sheut whg, vith all the pesnle in the estmiry
fre: whor fe druw, frem gll the legislaters ume geverners sud eithers of statube, Nizen
Wwas ready, ence he mmomsbdnporecint threw Agaew s the ¢hasing welves and sloved them dewn
a bi%, with Faﬁ. Why Ferd ef all the pessible chelees when Hixen had a free shsiee, a
cheiee withsut Yimitatiens?

The obvieus answer is that Nixen saw bomefit in Ford, that he fult Ford weuld
serve ixen's efforts te remair unimpouchud = ams eut of jail « best with Ferd as his
sugeegsur, And tiis alenw gheuld have given the Congress mpauce.

There was ne thinking as there was ne real investiguting., Twe eof the ether efferts
with majer-media elemenis
4 mase/in the seme psried illustrate this imespueity ef theco with influsmfe to think swd
aet as the needs of the commtry demanded, |

For me any aff;oxft, any glving avay ef my verk, jeeparéized it. A writer lives by

kis wrdting, Experiama hed taught me that these whe de net dig infermation up er sut



often foil te wnderstand it and nere eften tond to nisuse it, having mere interegt in
the jmmedigcy of 2 zingle headlime than develepmeniz of a fuil stery.

By invitatien I sav the ehief investizative man of a TV net ané the experienced
srecialist on The Waotergate ef 2 msjor nevwsmagazine the seme day. The first hué, fellewinmg
phone conversautisn, sXpressed an inlerest ia an wnexpescd preef of mere CREEP lsunderimg
of zemoy amd evidcnes of seere: sayeffs. Ia u year of supresc iuvestigeting moither he
aer gny ether ”izfm;stigntem” had chocked ny sbvicus, jubklig scurce, I kupt »y preuisce
md gave lin an clestrestatic cepy of the Nash chuck te Begom & kartoem ss a substitube
for these identifiasble bills Dorethy Humi had with her in that fatel cmli. This man lest
a ¢sllongue In that snne crashe ‘_‘a ¢idn’t Imov what te we with the chevke I said le me
wark with yeu, I'i1 shev you what it meams ané leses te,

The suggestien herrified hims Hers they wers, this msjer natiemal institutien with
211 that highly-peid expericmecd staff. Did they nevd help?

What did this sugzest te him us svidence, I uskes, tv what &id he thiask it wenld
lead him?

e had ne roadyg ansvers But hs reasdned effended that mmy sutside help ceuld bo
ased by his aationsl news fmstitution.

Ans ze that puyo?f champel renaianed unexpesed, the Bittman purt in the sribery
wont unroported and the sribery itsslf was unsikeé, aud Mumt contimued o swear falsely
avery tims he tesk an ethar.

Te any real investizetor, even at thwt relatively labo dute, fsllovwing up ine
lesds that ene bit of evidenes, -*:h&t gingle chock provided, ceuld have huptomed the
exiiumut healing of the werst weuned the mation had sifferns. |

Tihis wan is met alene, I gave the hdddea serial mwebers sf all the bills Derethy
dynt earried te others, im the 2odia apd in the Csmgross, and there was ne troeing of
thom o an idantifiable source, =k evidenee of still mere illegrl meney amd werc oreeked
CREEPingz, This histsry of the FBI's lack ef interest in thess zmume bllls sad thelr &

identificatien and tracing alse was of ne interest, not even te these supjesedly

investuzating it, at least ene ef whom was a fermer FEI nan and sne ¢f the better



Yhere is we wueh gulit te bo shared, abdicstion of resporsidility wus so widow
spread, Raning numes weuld ke Yo single a few sul Ter responsikility all shared,

A% the mews sagazine's sffice, im its eenference reem, I lsid eut & much mere
ecteiled aecoumt of the unexpesed of which I hue wlresdy duvelspue preof snd of leads
that were eeriain te lead te ether and gelid preefs. Oue el these Lliustrutes the
true auturs of Wnal has esme ts be called "iInvestigative reperting.”

I tedd this o that iz thut very builidsg there wee a hideen CIA semustic
eperatien sud thers was & goed probability amy decent imeniry weuld pl ez Ham® im it
and in preseribed, iliieit aetivity. |

Tev thad @dd iaberest him. It explained te him wiy, whem he suy & Criesd be insy
was Cla in she elevater, this friemd signalled that he vanted met te he resognized, It
bappened often. “ad vises, ey met eitem enough, meturally, seimg in the same builddng
wach days Sut when the ClA hae ite vast new building "eceress the river® this experisased
reporter hud me curiesity abeut why eme ef itz nen hat an silise in dewnteun Lwashingien,
Ed he shockes the building directery he'd have feund me listing for CIA, Amé hee he
eheeked the Tlser ea wkkdch e foiemd ledd the elevetor he'd have Jeume oaly reacen te
welieve it hold a covert eperwtien,

Hel uwin?

et more lmpertant news ut the Hluc of Watergate invesiigatieny

Pimpoiating tanl suilding as the nest ef this seeret CIA eperation wus se smiuple
I waz asle io deo it al hemeo, witheut tekdng w plep, by reaving the eniries in the
Vasmingher City dimvedery! It vequired mne merc then a reaiires ef what had 'bu:cm pubnlie
dn Hwt's ewn verds te fdentify the single city dleck, Huch is licted separately in the
umEm directery published fer sach alty.

Thig is su siaple it ean hurelf ve enlles duvesigatings 2ut me single 1uperter of
e singde sloment of the meve nedia shd the fuvsginotisn er teck the trousle, snd thus it
Tezaing ualaveRr te the poeple that te the (I the United States is Tor all the werlé just

wmother potontial eneny lond in which 4t necds its awn "sintlon.”



Suberdinate te the ncjer instelstionm, the ctatlen, there sre bases, In all
poiondial onemy countriec, iaeluding tho United Stuiess Thuy v net as well hidden as
the specizs thimk, But with this b kind of repertinz, the specks éen't have te try
hard se they gpy en thelr ewp pesple. It weuldk be esny te identify CIA lmces near its
statien at 1750 Fomuaylvania Avenue, B, @ acvw budlding meat of whese offices h.lé
repertors und gejumnists,

Bvon the Reperters® Corsxities far Frocisn of the Presa,

Hayae cose day ene will leel futo wied wag dene so b L0 Plowr,

For my owm purpeces, with the lisjtatiens inveged en smhe mun tmé.e:rtah.ng g8 large
2 inguiry-chalysde vwhile dedng ether werk, 1t (ep sufficient to 2ol o mon vhese dingust
ever EERDEEE Cls imprepriciisg hwd led hin te endi ik mid-eureer, Ho cenfireed what it
hod talewm g litile eflort te Dizure sube

The Mutlew/Bonmett/Mumt office, the effiice vhese caver was used Ly the Wotergnters
sad on Dgasmier Bn VRuzlas, is en the sume sids of fhat bleds, a1 ths eastarn serner,

Se, nebody had any inberest if Ford er i: i wvestigating him eor im 4ryinz te figure
sut why he alen. of &l ZAmerieans wno Mixon's Lamcdinte ehwioe fe be the first amcinted
Liscrdoan ¥ise Prosident, which alae mant ueiting te e the [irst President ever ghsucn
Wy the o ho usuld succeed,

54 -

and s Nixen, withsub «ifficuliy, with ne roanl prebies sf auy kind, »ut in

-

sfllee the rman whe, as Luv Prefesser Thenas Tedd had eubt il and au was ebvisuc fo any
aalret, "weuld serve as Nixen's inouranee pslicy agelnst hia over bheinyg brought te trdal
far allaged arisinal scetivities,”

Aixnn asd alrost arsther yoars of rearpuerd fihi¥ng aided by this proteetisn that
wag gn wihidden Fard %eok the atump 3In Niren's dafense, Durdng thet year Nixen was
meking his necensary arramgencnis, Uy the hHiss of this "fatal shet" disclesure of enly
a 38l fraction ¢f what e had lied gheutl and susaseded in hidimy Niser's incurvanee ﬁna

get snd 3aid off on,




Our aceount of the wnimpewchnent of Richard Hixom begam with Xl what has
beconme tho eleanest part of that ageny, his "expleetivex deleted™ fuek, shit, pisses
and whe lnews are really eares what else that se effended his hardesre. It cleses

with eht wit sutheatieaily sheeeus, he leaving,



 Hpturally Nizen was net about te aduit that he'd bought insurmnee ia making

Ford Prosident. Bu the fact ave a) that Nixen made Ford Presidemt and b) Ferd gave Nixenm
full insuranee-merc even than he ceuld delivers

Censiatoney is the hebgehlin of the small wdnd, Nixon was censistent te and
threugh the end. Fer all the werld as theugh the ontire werld did net kﬁlw'trutg frem
fietien, he delivered his resismatien sddress te the anatisn at 2:0%1 p.m. August 8,
1974 forst ealling it met his resignatien but by titlexmém merely " DIDRE:S BY THE
PRECIUENT 0 THE AVERICAN PROPLE" and in the first semtomoe me mere thom "Thig is the
F7th tinme I have speken te yeu from this lffiﬂl, vhere se many decisions have been made
that shaped the mrkkx himtery of this matien.” (Quetatiens frem efficial texts)

1€ there is but & single contence in which there is me public indecemcy it is
in this Snm, whieh mskes ne reference ts ihxss‘biiﬂon and lied-ubeut " Z2ecigiongee.
that shaped the histery of this matien.”

Obseenity imwdisltely teck eeruand ef the uaresemtant® irh. ;‘.Bméia'balt claimed
innecence and te be ths.vietin of these "enemies" againms

wg have always tried te de what was best fer the Hation., Threughsut the lerg
and difficuld m.ri,oi of the Watergate, I have felt it was ny suty fo ecmoeE
sersevere, te make every possible effert is cemplote the term of effice te which yeum
elected me. In the past_faw days, ha#gvur, it hes become mimxy evident te me that I ne
longer have a stremg emsugh politiesl base im the Comgress te justify contimvimg that
effort.”

g gueking gum, ne fatal shet, me admission of wrengdoing —the mest serisus
erise in the Natien's twe eenturies of existemce. Ne eortain impecchsent, the natien's
firat of a Bwm procident. He whelesale eriminality, Ne execnemis pelitical disasters.
Ne revelving jailheuse deers. Only an imnscent Nixen and an dbiura%a Cengress determined
te lay wasts to the land "heauuse I me longer have a sireng ensugn base in the Congress
to justify centimuing" with thege glerieus efferts that had wreeked the country snd

disillusioned the peeople.



':M,a set the spirit and the teme. TV picked it up, seelins te commereislize
the ultimate ir natienal disgrace. The next day CBS elaimed 110 viewers ef this
Unizshingtonian "farewell.” BBC, not te be eutdene, elaimed 130 millien. Bétween them,
x=X gowntins the infants and the dyiag, these whe had ne TV, these wheme disgust
tuned them elsewhere (im Wusningten alene one imdcpendent had an 8% sudience eptins
festhall) and sk counting the ether gemmercial and mem-semmereisl netwerks, these
twe elaimed fer sales purpeses mere than 100/ of the tetal matienal pepulatien,

Ngt counting these whe used radie, either,

Or tiese whe bad ne stemach fer aay of ife

For mere than twe years, frem Nixen's accemnt, he had "persevered" only te
"serve the censtitutisnal surpese” that "Has heon served."

This is probably the first tize inm the histéry ef the werld ~ gsriainly the
first tiue a Uuitod States President - elaimec that vheeling ead ecaling te stay eut
of Jjail was to "serve the censtitutusngl process.”

Hers to the ond Nimowas, Ho guid se: "T would have preferred te earrr threush
te the finish vhatever the persen-l arenry,.™

The echees of Hure Antony e were in his fantasies enly,.

As he quit Hixen preclaimed,”I have never beem a guitter,” Why this great saerifiee
"abherent te evermy imstinet im my vedy? (Im mertals instincts are im the mins,)Se that
Wihe problens we face at home and abresd” < his eriminslity was net eme wer wes any
of his sreatien or his respensikiluty — cam be faced by "a fullt-time President end
a full-time Comgress."

Naturally, &ll time takem frem "full" wss in he way because of his Yatergateing,

Net at all, He fereecast "my persemal vindientisn" if he #id wet put the interest
ef the matien first, "in a peried whem eur entire fecus sheuld ke em the great isoues eof
peage abread and prosperity xk witheut inflatien at heone,” Having kegim and assured
"inflatien at heme" and threughout the werld, ceuld he have said less?

He conseldd him,nelf, hewever, kneving that "as I teld the Nation whem I meminated
[Ford]the leadership of America will be i2 goed hands.”



"ised hunds® Indeeds “eod enough te ineremse inflakien, decrease presperity and
te force the public resignation of the new Presideat’s first persemal appointes beezuse
he had sson deseived and having been deceived im turm deceived the press smd threugh it
the nutlen.

Then the umbendias poer shused man bent just & wee bit, the true humility of his
great soul cempelling the wdmisaien thai "seme of uy Indgomenrts were wrong" but he
straightened immediate, hulfed by me mere than a single eexms, to preclsim purity
azain,"they were made in what I belioved at the time were ﬁw sust isnterest of the
Hation.” |

Hever befsre have breadaxed alaughter ef the Constitutisn, whelesale rebteries,
the framwing of the iunecent, the beating mE up on citisens, cosnen and \meesmes stealing,
abuse of diplematis 1ightd amd privileges, gypping en taxes and the subverting ef tae
elecireal prevess and of a system of seciety been raised to se high & purpese, "the
best intersst e the Natien,”

& aan whese splrit cam ssar se is net witheut charity:™And te these whe have net
felt able te give meé your suppert |mesming mxmcmeiky the overwhelwing majerity s the
pacpls and their eldcted ropresentatives] lot me say I loave with ne bitterness tovard
these who have spsesed 18..."

~these "uneuies".

In time, porhaps, they/wili ceme te a»-reciate the rightmess ef the breadaxes
slaughter of the Cemstitutien, whelesale rebseries, the framing of the innecent, the beating
up on ciltizens, esrmion aad wncemmen stanling, abuse ef diplematic richts amd erivilgges,
grpping on taxes and the subverting of tho slecteral precess and of & system ef seeiety
as the abseluts apethessis eof Rwbonwd selflessness snd dedicetion ts the publie weal,

Ho has, this peer, misunderstecd and abused man, a siagle regret,"set ceompdeting
my term.” But bewndleas graiitude for "serking es yeur Presidemt,” Het te say gettimg
rich en it.

hen he talked abeut having"eaded Ameriea's lemgest war,” witheut metieming that



he had prelenged it for his first administrgtisa ard intoe the seeend te zssure the
srelengation
seeend ,that wxe autematieally becums "the werk of socuring aX lasting peace iz the werld,”

Here there were editing und esnteont prebdlemg or the final typing was lomy delayed
because there is a blanX half-puge,vith the tysimg jeb the werk of but am heur, It is
fellewed by bensting with which these whe duy gaseliae and fuel pil may net entirely
agres, ... 100 millisn mceple i the Arab csuatries ceeo Bow loek er us ag their friemds.

Byt we san forgst about that many mers Arabs bueasuse "Fepr =ore thaz a guarter ef
a esmdury in public 1ife,s.l have feurht far what & belinved in,*

This, at lesst, mukes: his belief q-lsnz' envush, Especially when fortified with
| "what Thoestere Reessvell snce said aweut the nem iz the aream,'Whoss face is marred by
dust and swsat and blead, whs J?@._l;iglﬁg’fﬂ%ﬂ;ié’ , whe eren and eeomen shert assim and
again bucaquse there is xe eflort witheut errer and shartesrisce..oaponds himeelf dn &
werthy cause...”
and whe erred hoferc .;;amg to jails if these caught in the Watergate amd these suusht
up iu what it lod 4e apsrecists thet sensene in the ¥hitc Hsuss »ond sorething besides
Six Criasms.

In clesing this amneuncment, just befere he went off te a maramsidal secelusier
srd a parancidal attempt te kill himself by refusing medies) treatment, he "plcdged"
sgain that A as "I have eone my very Wost all the days | eimee"I first teok the eath
of office as President” and| te B irue to that eledge ...cenlident that the verld wmex
is 2 safer place teday."

Histery willi have te reeceuni if in the wewnin_ he did set intend the werlé
kecams “a mafer place” the day he ‘igif*i: ite

This was the mere unemetienal surt eof jis grawé departurc. The next éay



the prelude to Valhwlla was 19 =i pinutes of Hollywoosd han,from G156 p.me. until
9355, the official Lest of which is headed "LHARKS O THb PRUSIGHT 0 TH. MrEERs OF
Ty CaBINLR ey THL WHITE BOUSE ii‘i‘a?ﬁ‘.; He was still President, e arranged & farewsil
unlike auy ol the past, ani he coutribed to remais President lomg enough for the
graud exit, couwpleds with all the expensive trap ings,

His recignation bDecumo eof:ective when Air Purce Une, remened by hias "The Spirig
of Yo," was fiying with & different gpirit over ldpsouris Gerald Hudolph Pord was
aworr in at 123059,

The graud exil was "one of fthose things that we always arrange whenever the
PFresidont core s b0 sieakeseBut on our purt, believe wme, it iu spontaneous."

This in dhe veal Hiron. 3%i1 moking, "bellsve ne," for an exit in disgrace so

'spontuncous” theve had to be thai red cerpet rolled ocut for the regul feet as he
sirode To e heilcovler.

Lo that soaent when lds pext urgent nesd was not to appear in court to testify
28 g wiiness or Tace eriuinal cherpges as & dofendent it was only Pau revoir, We will
sew you aguain.”

Thig was g mowent Dor kindrcess, tor thouwht snd forgiveness gno the great spivit
within tus vroses s rore Lo ine covasion, hwaping praises on "thus house' of which
"I was thinking fess a8 o6 Walked oown thie heils" It wae not the "bigoeet," not “"the
finest" but "the bast house” in The world. Becauss "This house has a greoat heart, and tht

£

hoars gores Troz thoes who 8 rve,”
For the cabinet boo, xdndnese and approciaiion, "I sz proud of this Cabinet, 1
az proud of all the zesbers who Love sorved in our Cabinet,” Ine is the first couvioted
£xis crimiial attonroy Gearal whose predecessorz was under m=ultiple criminal indictmunts
ouw

at thot mozent, 22 "1 am proul of th C LN ooy . .

av wauo ® 3 ChioRulorx our sub= Cabinese” Une had alresdy served
hiy gentonse,

it was a moment for gonerosity, t6os'esssursue nave dons soue things wrong in

Thds Admindstration, and the top nman alwsys takes the responasibility, amd I have mever



ducked it.” Onipfromcthemsgbodenpdacmuyarsbdie "N ver" moans only from the beginning,
This is his newest proclamstion of personal iniocemce anc purity. lot he,, mot even his,
"this Adminictration” did those wrong things. They were "Histekes, yes, But for persomal
gain, mever. lou dic what you boliched im." lis fraudulently wipsld texes sloke were
& hedlwziliion, his progsertiss, noi padda for and bought under dubious conditioss were
srhenced by taspeyers' willions, but "you" did it amd not for persomsl gedn,

Yor their children - "auf I hope the latiou's childrea will hesr it boo" there
waz the tribute the “Covermment sereviee tiwt is far more izportant thau money. 1t is
a cmuse blgger than jourself,..of making this the greatest natiom in the vorid, ithe
leadsr of the world, becauee without owr leadership, the world with kuow mothing but
ppossibly starvationees"
ward.e” liare the dedication to Urvellisn practise, where “pesce is war," &feksmixasx
Sramziizd Hucn of Alrice wasthien in ils third year of well-televiaed stervation, sud
iz hiu sdwindictration much of America's land lay fallow,

There was the adsonition to be "strong,” mx wore importunt that “guperoug”
geasrous as We have been"” and "more gemerous® thst we will be, The strength must be
"in gur nearts, strong iv our soulé, strong in our belief, strong in our willimsuess
Lo sacrilice...in & pecuniary way, to serve the Uovernmment,”

He had a nessage for those who ask "What will I tell my kida?" when “they ses
the mistokes that are |sic) smde. They getthe impression thet everyone ixxtimvsoomeorix
is nore for the purpose of festhering his own nest." But that was "not in this
Administration, mot one vingle man or woman." Lot he, and Sam Ulemembe and Koy Biscayae
were not "d feathered,”

1% zushed out in the strngest expression of mixed emctions, with incoherence
and without logic or counectiom, fros this new proclamation of purity to the country's
nezd for "good faurmers, good businesasmen, good plumbers, good earpenters,® whence without
breakor conusction, "I reseaber uy old Man....sort of a lituls mun, comsuon ua.n.". He wasz
not calling himself a chip off the old block, He was proud of his old =am who "was a

streetear motorman first, und then he was a farmer, and ther he had a lemon ramch"



He was proud of bis "old man," proud snough to remesber and say of him and this lemon
ranch ihat "was the poorvst iemon ranch im C:lilormia” that "He sold it before they found
0il on it.”

The transcript siows "{Lusghter).

“as Whds nrot a fitting lisc, too, Lo remsaber mother? "Iy smother was & saint.®
Ao repeatud it belore rem:mberimg he had, $x g8 "w& look iito the future,” tiim
this "little quote fmmra in the speech lust night from T.ke As you kmowy , 1 idnd of
like 1o road bocks. I az not wducsted but I like to roiud boois,” Again, "(Luxghter)®
"tad the T.H. quote was & pretty good one." So good that he followed it u:ith another about
T.R's daughtor of whom T»Re had writien when she Cied young tiat "She wis besutifudl in
fave and form and lovliier in spiritef ™ with ¢ "seintly wrselfishness,..ours.” T.Ke
"thought the lizht had gone fros hic life forever —- but ho went on” 4o greainess deezpse
"he was a nan. sna as I leave, let me say that is an example I think all of us should
TRHOHDET s o o

This w-o the occasion for more jaokes, more tanseript "(Laughter)® sbout how he
passad thr bar exazst "l wean my writddng was 8o poor th: bur exexiver saic,'¥s have Just
got te st the guy through.'™

Where ¥as HoscoWY?

e was wound upe But he sound down with encouragement, tmiddoe saying "the young
pust know 187 that after disaster "It is only a beginning always.® They should also
know that “gruatness comes whem you ¢ really tested."

"And 20 I say to you on tids occasion,as we lenve, we leave proud of the people
who have stdod by us and vorked for use..” 411 those jailed, all indieted, all who as
befdts corporate executives bouszht their way out with insimifcant Tines.

"He want you to be proud of wh.t vou have done." :*e did not mention "Watergate."
He could not h.ve had it in miud 4ith the adnonition thet followed,"Always give vour best, )
never get discouraged, never be petiy."

Thie man whose career was built on hate and who had official lists of "ehemies"
to be hated anad against who he would use all the power of government had a fitting word



o hate and a caution against indulging itf appropriate as he .pprently caw it to his
own jniocence sad s Tinal curse on thess "encmisn"i'slwsys remcaber, others ray hate
von, but those who hate you don®t win unless you hate them, and ther you desiroy yourself,"

Unldike the officisl tyred text the camera auded & dimensior, 44 caught the bears
in the eyes of the head Eskm cocked serily siueuays, the slack of ihe jaw, bne weighs
that pressed the shoulders down, the weight of the fellen world,

41l the final poorxgrE® parsgraph si too much for the surviviag spirits with its
invocation of tiuc “wany foiths” and'we pray puchaps to differemt gods" Fatmk {sic
desvite wiich "you will slways be in our hearts sad you will be in our prayers,”

It wes an occasiol S0 which one coudd omly rise, There wes no other dirsction
possible, So rise he did, baviag cospared hingelf with T Re's daughter so peautiful in
form and soul, his saimted sother, forgiven hic ehewiss widle hs warn.d them ol their
comin dstsruction and found good words Tor the Ehite Louse and wven his "old san.”

Zp risen {rom ‘The Watergate end still vure as he said he was pure and honest as he said
he was honest and wenriched as he alsc suid, he began this end with "wo leave in high
hopes, ik good apirit and with a deep Liwdiity."

Yihdo was a new Hlchard Kixon,

le then strode like the hero he had just descrived himself as bheing, this ennobloe
ment of all tie nation stood for amd alli that was fine in man, out onto that .red carpet
and up the steps to the helicopier, waving as in m victory sud rith & srile where the
tears had been and he raose again, this time in the chopper.

“his time for the lact tisw.

He was 84111 highu when at 12:05 pews August 9, 1974, he ceased being Prosident
and becawe the nation's first to force himself out of ofiice,

Tagytr

Only the next day was it discbo&se;ﬁ/t}mt 4ke parsnoia so visible snd so taboo
had expressed itselY the night betlore %.nﬁi his ordeP:3Mit "The entire stafl of the
Yhite House was _10::&:0!1 up inoide..sfor 23 minutes while President Nixom walked the

groudds bufors m.king his resignation speecha..White House police were stationed

outside of each of the locked doors. Hobody was sllowed out and nobody was allowed fne..™



Reporters thought they wer: the only ones locked in, an ilupression the White louse
¢id nothing o chungs..ut it uas sil asaid to have boen o wistate, that tho Ssored
Service hed "misundornstood Presidoent Hixon's wishea...ln fact the o0rdoree.Cititee.
irom s Presidint tdxon hisseif,.. v Post 8/10/74)
~AITa space
The This was not Sthe .ui of The Yitergetes 44 was only the beginning of the
Tears ol Cur fords Cryell's spivit stiil dwell ¢ in thut greal house,
Th- Pord who had srolen snd sold the ViOP MECRLT" tenscript for profii
ant then georn feloely avout it to be conffirmed said he was not have & cnziwr of votos
&2 a8 hio Sivst sigdlllicent legislative act veioed assticsonts to toas Freedom of 1nforma=

tion law. Th: Pord who said he vwowld nov pardei Nixon - s is the way hie promise was

=

taxen sl widely muporfed,- cid in Jact do ewctly ihat.

it was one nouth Yo the duy,

Yord picked a dunday, de pullod it off in such secrecy anc with such dishonesty
that his pirsonally-selacied press Secretary, (o ald toriiorst, reuigned im protest and
in expiation ol Juvingy docedved the press anv the peoplu through it. {a¥ b/b/ 'f“&-}

Thar-e were rumors: of & deals Uf course Ford denied them, as he had denied stealing
the "TUF LeliEL"M tomseript of that he would pardon Hizone liatuwrally it had not been
understood botveen hin and Hizon that in resurn for lidxon's sclscting him alone of all
Amcricans to be the first sppointed President he would grimt Hixon a full pardom,

Ford's taste is mo vhit inferior to Hixon's, He seluocted a Sunday, August &, and
the moment that when he refuwrned frow pmayerg. He sel.cted the moment when there wers
fewer ruportsrs in the White Housms press room amd a skeleton TV staii only for his
mwaniaounced annotmaoment,

It was on the next morning's front puges, there being no Sunday evening piperse

"Por Grunts Nizon Full Pardon, Says he has 'Sufferod Enough" is the double bumner
acceross the top of the Washington Post,

That is-ue slso reported at least part of a deal, "lixon to Comtrol His Papers.”
This moant control of all the svidence ageinst himself ano his crondss in crime.
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e Hixon who was tie unindicted Co-conspirator in the mujor cunspira-.éy ‘cz-ﬁ.al
Gus %0 Degdn wny day wes Deamdged by She 2an he wade Prooddent frow "Ll of'i'unses
againat tho Unoted Stutes." Ford went Turther, loking into the future, and included
in his "srantiof "a full, free and absolute pardon" along with all "of fenses against
the United gtutes” & fixon "has comuitted" all he "may huve committed or tuken part in®
Lor the tine dets delined as svery slnute of siizon's ¥ rusideney plus while he iled it
&% govermmont sipense sud any crdme o muy have comited to toat midaizhi at Seb
Clemente,"

“t was not only thet Fomi pardoned Hixon for even crizes unknown, ¥iooex not
Ex® meruly that o im.-.-k_ gaVen liixon title %0 all the papsrs and apes gensrated during
the entire Nixon adeindstration ineiuding 11 she reconds of the plottings of all the
erimen .ad z1l ohe prools not alresdy out that cuused this to be scsndalous.

+% was actimlly negotiatad, as two poicntates negotiate, with emissaries on
both siduse

The dealings wers ceportad Tast wuoughs Thoese thiugs can't be kept secret,

i of all hes govermaent's lawyers, alli those in she Justice Departmont or USA
who deal with such satiurs, none suited Ford, For this delicate mission he selected
that sume Benton .. Sockerd who had busn aceused of attenpted blackenil of #zwix

_ i Justice

EEX “ouis Wolfson du ing Zmet the Ford/lixon/Vaterguters’ attespt to impeach/Douslas.

6% the nowent Ford chose che mhsempsanunmnt bucker with ihis past {o work out
the deal with Hixon thal same b.cker was undor investigation by the Department of Justice

tax for tax fraud

Tor "alleged eriminal violations"sm (Wxfost 10/16/74) Mis inaictment/hac been recome
mended by the Duparteent of Justice a mwonth befors Ford sent facker to deal with Nizon,
\WYidmas 9/25/T4)

Yot no depurtment of Justhce lawyer hus, as anthony lewis put it (LYTimes Y/16,74)
"played eny part in the business or sven saw the document before it was approvad,"

Becker also had helped Ford prepars for those confirmation hearings im which he

had swora falsely. {iiTises, 6/9/74) Apniy oo

L% vas not long belors some of his former elients whe copped pheas in financisl
A



i
shades of the iagnew who also made Vo
5
e

frpsident - wers acceusing Benton of crimes esnd of beimg part of sowe ol their

aduitted erines, as the Wachingion ross reportsd. *his included guborrdng thelr purjurye
A3 15 is uwrit in Beclesiashes, with The Waverguiers of act and of philose hy
there ic nothdng new wader the sun.
And as the poot writs, the wheel turns full scale.
Benmiae of the years of abdication Nixon had remsined undapsachede Beaause he
was abls to ndck his own successor ho was able to obtain tot'al absolution and to keep
latched o most of his looking of the public till, (Ford had to take vack by act of the
hundreds of thousands of tax dollars
Yopgpaxdwupee:  Congress Wasrmpibnout he had, through Becker, added to Kixon's rewaIa)
ind because all the institutions of soclety falieu and all the men in those
and fallsd pocanse thay fToared
irstitutiona foarcd/the full story of The Waterzete has not been “old and now nover willd be.
What this wudk book adds to what was known can't be wore than a fr.oetion of what
wt could have been tsld, should have been and wasn'ts But it adds new crime not charged.
The aoving fingsr writes and as it writes moves on but it now can:_t wiite all
that real justice, real frecdom, real reason to heve faith in :;_f;aiaty end its institutioms,
govermment and the men in it, require for a decent scoiety.
I% can't weite what the people need to be secure in their rights and in their lives,
I+ can write what only one msn can write,

It can lament there wers not mors men o write more.

And that those who did write did not wriie mors and in some cases other than they dide.



