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The Smoking Guns

Formﬂ‘ﬁo years a guilty Nixon, aided, abetted, egged—on, field-marshalled
and pepped up by a staff that shaved a variety off his guilts had fought a rear-guard
action,He had escaped impeachnent, He had escaped much more, depending on the time.

At the beginning, based entirely on the lie that for two years, until this writing, was
unexposed, he escaped any retribution of any ldnd, He was re-elected by a sensational
margin in popular votes. He won in every state except Illassassachussetts and the Dostrict
of Columbia. He did much ebtter than his party, frouw which he had virtually divorced
himself,

In this exceptional accomplishment m:de possible only by the abidcation of all
the institutions we believe protect society he added a new word to the language,
"stonewalling." It does not have the connotation school children give the nickname of
the Civil War general who stood and fought like a stone wall stands and resists. it
comes from Nixon's tapes, the meaning givén to a combination of dishonesties and
dte determination beginning with lies that were only too oftem criminal lie, perjury,
and of which those responsible for these lies, where they were crininal, also were
criminals, having suborned perjury.

The Nixon ganfcouldn't even tell the truth with their lingo for pretending to,
"hangout." Would they go "the hangout route," they would sometimes ask each other, for
all the world as though they dared tell any appreciable part of the truth. In this
they meant make the pretense of telling the truth but letter lies that sounded like
trtith blended witl a little distorted fact "hang out" and be seen. kmxiweyyusmdyx¥waga
His own tapes sghow that it was not long befors llixon and company decided it was too late
to "take the hangout route." As they used the prhase it is a rough equivalemnt of

indecent exposure.



That his ultimate fall - he resigned August 8, 1974 - took so lomg is a condemmna—
tion of all the protections of scoeity for their combined inadequacies and failures
@s it is an endorsement of the one quality in which Hixon could really boast accfmplish-
mwent and achievement, the black arts and dishonesties,

As his entire life was built upon nothing by competence in crookedness and the
agsortment of dishonesties which injected hium into and enabled him to rise in poli-
tieal life, so also was his survival in the Presidency entirely attributable to the
most complete lack of conscience and scruple ever come to light about any American
political figure.

The most comprehensible proof of this is in those very transcripts, cookéd
and crooked as they were, of his own tapes, the smallest fraction of which only came
to light. No man has ever been as thoroughly self-condemned,

Excelk as Nixon did im all that is condemnable in & man and a public figure,
his two years of umimpeachment would have been wikk impossible if he had not surrounded
hinself with a collection of the like-minded who shared his determination and becauge,
in varying degrees, they became rart of his catalogue of erimes and each had the
xompulsion to stand by him not only in loyalty but from need, the need to excape jail,

Une of the pervading qualities, other thanm dishonesty, of this gamg he collected
is that without notable exception they all believed in an authoritarian scoeity with
him their substitute for and equivalent of der fuehrer. It was more than the equivalent
of a monarchy. It was much closer to an American variant of fascism, as much as law,
practise and the limited resistance they met permitted. Congress would enact laws and
Nixon and his gang would violate them with impunity, For each illegality he had a high-
blown description that converted it into what his following could consider principle,
Yoney would be voted for the necds of the poor and he would not permit it to be spent
in the interest of the ecomomy while he personally raided the Treasury s it had never
before been done, He spent more in needless trabel, as though to escape the ghosts he
saw in the White House, than it would have cost to build many sehools, schools that

were not built. He demanded and got new airpanes and helicopters for which there was



no need, Not even to escape the ghosts of presidents past did he need this aviation.
It was mere indulgence of authoritarian whim, He was a dictator and anything he wanted
was his merely because he was a dictator,

The tapes revela that he and his gang referred to him not as the President but
in terms of the insttiution, the Presideney. This sick man, this crook, this kamkkipter
bankrupter of a wealthy land, this incompetent who presided over disasters that will
linger for years, this man whose only accomplishments are the direct result of his
stopping making what was possible impossible, became in his mind and in Zatxmfxihex
the mindsof the felons of greater or lesser felonrky with whom he surrounded himself
the symbol of the national heritage and it is by this concept that he and they were
able to avoid facing the evil they initiated, perpetuated and shared,

It was all so sick, so authoritariamn, so anti-American. And costly far into
the future, if not in perpetuity.

It was possible cause even the brave were cowerds, because all the protective
mechanisms failed.

When in the end he fell - still unimpeached - it was his own doing, the
inevitable consequence of his own criminality, his own lies, his own lack of real
competence,

His won insecurity, too. Were hehot a man who could never bring himself to let
himgelf recognize that he could err, were he not the creature of this sickness of the
mind that demanded of him that he constantly assure himself that he really was
something, he had an alternative and he might well have pulled it off.

But he was insecure, he did fear, and he did not dare take the risk all measures,
all polls, told him was a safe risk. “f he had told any acceptable but severely limited
part of the trith to begin vith he could have gotten away with it.

Ifhe had tkane taken the "hangout route" and made slight confessions with
regret he could have gotten away with it. He "stomewalled" and in the end he was up
againgt that wall,

It took a lony time, Many factors and people contributed to it. The trigger, the

gsingle adt of person of most conmsequence in it may never be identified, Itmay be



that is MeCord had not come to believe his own lawyer was screwing him and part of a
plot to blamehis beloved CIA for Nixon's crimes lcCord would mot have writtem the
letter to Judge Sirica that was a hole in Nixon's stone wall, 4t is even more probable
that if Nixon were not $he cannibal he and his closer advisers were and had nktdecided
to sacrifiee John Deay there might have been a different end., John Deam told a story
that was truthful if incomplete and did hold up and did lirdt the ability oe political
cowards to be as cowardly as they had been,

The irmoy here is that the earlier Nixon had condemned the earlier Republicans
as canuibals for co suming themselves when they got caught im more minor cpookedness,
the petty scandals of the Eisnehower administrations, those fancy coats and paid-for
hotel rooms, Yet he did it himself, for all the world as though he expected the man he
had been framing from the very first to go quietly and contemtedly to the slaughter,

It is only when Dean had no alternative, facing salughter or confession, that he started
that marathon confession/exposure that, little as it accomplished and little new that

it brought to light, gave the Senate Watergate committee not alternative, either. It
had to explore those of Dean's charges that had been leaked already, thoa; he made
to it. As we have geen, this was far from all he could have said. Uther Senate and
House committees suppressed other of his not unwilling eonfessions,

This strange sickness, the need to feelithat he was somebody and that the whole
world was wrong while he was right - that he was beset only by enemies — and a congimung
greed are what in the end did Nixon in,

There is this Ameriform smonarchical view of the president, whowever he nay be,
that keeps the press from calling him a erook if he is a crook and never remembers its
own exposure of his crookedness when the people vote. Nixon has a clear public record
of dishonesty with money, had it all his life, and it figured not at all in all the
exposures off The W tergate, He robbed the Treasury regularly. “e violated the law to
keep the gifts that belonged to the nation that were given to him and his family only
be gause he was President, Maxine Cheshire in The Washington Post of September 22 and 23,
1874, had two lengthy and detailed exposures enpkasizing the treasure in Jewels alone

that evenafter he was forced out Nixom was trying to steal, with the suppirt of his own



appointees still in office who wiosted interpretations of the law so much that
the General Services Aduministrator, Hugh Scott's gift to the public service, ruled
that even the list of what Nixon was trying to heist was Nixon's personal property!

His greed ruined Nixom where the forces of honesty and decency lacked the coursge,

There never was any real investigatiom. Muci. of what could not be avoided was
suppressed, With mu own experience, this extended even to court records, public evidence,
what the law calls "public information." Those who might have had the courage and gave
ample indication of it, were foiled off to begin wiith, The House Barking and Currency
Compittes was frustrated by Nixon operations, as confessions and evidence before the
Senate Watergate fomuittee proved. Until there could be a dwksrwiwakism Senate decision
or a special investigation, Semator Baward M, (Teddy) Kennedy and his administrative
pfactises subcommittee,mfxihe limited by a swall staff and no special appropriation,
did keep a small investigation going, a sword over Nixon's head., Either or both, had
the ultimate investihation been theirs, might have dome a more thorough job.

Probably the best job and by far the best exposure was by the House Judiciary
Committee when it finally, for all the umwieddiness of its 38 members, got around to
considering Nixon'd impeachment. Yet it never conducted any investigation!It had a
large appropriation, a large staff, it worked hard and well, but all it did was assemble
and make a case of what had been done by other plus seeling more evidemce from Nixon,

And this is where his greed did him in,

When the first special prosecutor had soguht evidence from Nixon's stach of it,

Nixon fired him, It was called "The Saturday Night Massaere" of October 1973. The
stron; reaction against it hurt Nixon mightilu, but he survived, After this, however,
nobody dared not press for this same evidence because he who did mot sacrificed himself.
Leon Haworslki, the second special prosecutor, and the House Judiciary Gommittee, both
subpenaed Mi those of Nixon's tapes they could prove in court they required tm and wmer

were entitled to as a matter of law.

Why were these tapes around to be subject to subpena?

Greed, Nixon's greed. They were to be his testimonial to himsi&f, the record he

would corrupt and rewrite into a record of his greatness and sell for millions.



Literally willions in dollars plus the comfort to the sick mind, the need to feel

unearned greatness.

After xhis unprecedented disgrace, Nimon wound up with Irving Lawar as his literary
agguky agent. Lazar expected the bidding for lixon's story- for all the world as though
e could expect honesty or confession from him - at $2,000,000. The newspapers are

full of this veginning 4 W (kST 0-The ' eryr0 M 4 chofem w/méé»}i%mﬁf

Only smx & man consumed by his own greed would not have destroyed all those tapes

rather than leave them around to become the noose from which he would hang, But not Nixon!
He kept on maldng more tapes! The machine ram, the microphones were activated by sound

#0 they waixd would miss no single word, and all his conspiracies after the fact, after
hig second-stroey men were cuahgt, also would be captured on tape.

When he recognized that these tapes held proof of guily, some of these were erased.
Others just disappeared.

It was all so crazy! But so was Nixom, otherwise all would have been different.

Imagine a mind so sick it would preserve the sample we have quoted of only that
minuscule protion of these tapes that Nixon, by h:&:?being pressed to the wall, had to
release the end of april, 1974!

Nixon wasn't even a good erook. He tried to steal everything, He didn't have the
sense Im of a common street criminal whose survival instinct tells him to drop the boodle
when it slows him down, can mean his capture.

So, incriminating as the crooked versions of the tapes Nixon released vere, there
was still more and because he had not destroyed them all to begin with more than enough
remined after the mysterious disappearances und hhe unexplained erasures to be what in
the House Impeachment inquiry came to be called "the smoking gun.” Those who stood by
Nixon, their political futures demanding it, also demanded a "smoking;:ui%ﬁaga;goof of
his erime,

His greed and popular revulsion and thé minimum survival needs of all others,
includimg the Supreme Court he dominated by having appointed four of its nine uembers,
elciminated any alternative to exposure. Not full exposure, but emough. Again he was forced,

as he had been the end of April, to make the initial release himself to diminsih the



impact of what was yet to come, Staggering as was the little he let out, it was more
than enough to forecast greater sensatioms to come, to eliminate what support he

still had loft in the House and Senate, and to give him mo choice but resignation.

If he had not quit he'd have been tried and convicted and the prsopects of his thea
addi:gozh;;rst to the Rixmix long list of evils in vwhich he was first among presidents
~the first president jeiled - would have been more probable.

The developments that led to the end probably started lebruary 25,1974, when
the House Judiciary Comuittee made formal demand for tapes of 42 conversations. The
prosecutor who asks for evidence for a grand jury is bound by secrecy. The House
was conducting an investigation in public., This memnt that if the House obtained thé
tapes their content would become public. That in time meant Nixom's late—April release
of his ova perfumed versions.

But then the grand jury wanted more, Nixom resisted. The issue went to the
Supreme Court., 5y this time fewer than one in four Americans would record thenselves in
the polls as in any support of the President so overwhelmingly re-elected, If Nixom had
not obeyed the Supreme Court he would, without guestion, have been impeachedy marrowing

his options and whether or not ending in his going to jail, ending all the emoluments
lavished on past presidents, an annual fortune,

There would have beem an uproar without precedent if the Supreme Court had not
ruled t.e evidemce had to be delivered., it in fact voted umamomously against Nixom.
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With no alternative to delivering what wgs ordered to tie graad jury, where it

would remain seeret only until the first trials, then less than two months away, Nixon
had to run another risk, maldng some of this evidencepublic in the hope that he could
zet away with another of his endless lies.

It failed,

Ordinarily what he was foreced to release, which is far from what was sure to
emerge in the end, would have required the rewriting of a book like this.

lio president had ever so thoroughly condemned himself, Mo President had evem

80 completely proven himself a lair and a masm without character and a eriminal, Even



then the internal evidence proved crookedness. The release, presented as complete,
was incomplete, The number of pages of tramscript eould not possibly account for the
elapsed time,
411 of The Watergate and all the suffering and all the future suffering are
an Ameriform fable of The Emoeror's Clothes, The touble is that in all of societies
mechanisms for its own protection there was mo little boy to ery "haked!"
The last Nixon release was indeed a "smoking gun,"”
The fiction is that there was no smoking gun until that release.
1t is fiction. Palse as it can be. The evidence was there all the time, Only
nobody had the guts to faee it.
There was terror im the land, all those with real influence terrified. The
fear was of the people, a false and defauatory sllegatiom that revelation of the truth
somehow would be beyond the tolerance of the people,
It was, of course, nonsense, R&ther was it the excuse for the fear of those who
had and failed to use the power they require to preserve a dedent and homest society,
The people were not afraid. There was mo need to conceive them as or treat them
as children, This was the exfuse of those whose two years of abdication made two years
more of Nixom and the countless added years of the national harvesting of throms
thorns it inevitably mesns.
In 200 years there is no emergency to which the people have mot risen, nomne they
did not meet. Thie is the American traditiom. Soldiers who fought the Revolutiom
simultancously made they ways home and planted crops so their familiés might survive.
Americans then risked hanging for principle. Even wrong wars the people fought,
There is, in fact, no people of whom this could not be true. But there never was
any reasom to fear the American people could not face the reality of Nixom and The
Watergate.
This was the copout of the abdicated leadership, not of the people.
And because one of the points this book is intended to make is that in time of

¢rises 1t is the national leadership not the people who fail, there is mot only no



need to rewrite around the smoking gum, there is the need to let it bee seen that the
smoking gun was there all the time.

A1l that was new was the insebility of national leadership in all its form to
adwit it was there. This meant, really, that it was no longer possible to pretend it
was not there, It took the form of admittimg this smoking gum had usddemly apjcared for
the first time and lo! what had to be done ecould be domes

My own werk had been completed to this point when long before the "smoking gun"
was admitted I had had to lay it aside. The writing was draft:d diockrsxpaiix
through the preceeding chapter and the investigation needed had long since been completed,
Bxrnorkexanztheztetonnuzafxdumesxlurk oy yrazcused g xhutxun brindxztngudxasexsEbuonfx
Brgzixviix zinthrrrkieggxdrexs ??/

But I had had to lay it aside for other work.I am and have been the volunteer, unpaid
investigator for James Earl Ray, the untried accused assassin of Dr, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Years of effort succeeded on Jume 3, when the Supreme Court swmp unheld
the orderimg of the Sixth Cirtuit Court of Appeals, in effect ordering a hearing in
federal district court to determine whether Ray would at long last receive a trual.

And then on June 14 the Archivist of the [gited States finally capitulated after
I had been fighting for a suppressed "TOP SECRET" transcript of am executive sessiom
of the Warren Commissiom. This transcript and its nasty secrets about the non-investi-
gation of the JFK assassinatiom had to be pusblished, as fast as possible. So, I began
writing WHITEWASH IV: TOP SECRET JFK ASSASSINATION TRANSCRIPT the day after I received
this transcript, June 15, Not until the morming of September 24 was it possible to
begin part-time completion of the draft of this book.

By them it appeared to me that one of the essemtials of telling the sordid
story of The Watergate and how for so long Nixon was able to escape impeachment is
to make it clear that this smoldng gun explanatiomn of the end of Nixon'd Presidency
is a phoney. The evidenee was all available. Most of it had beem published, What was
not was easily obtained, And what 1 had with ease obtained that had mot been published

remained unexposed after Nixon's sim fall in unprecedented disgrace.



If there is to be any kind of free and representative society ite institutioms
muzst not only work — they must work in time,

With The Watergate they did nbt begin to work umtil there was no alternative.
They never worked in time or with effeciency., All the ptotections of soeiety, from
the press to the system of justice amnd including the politicians, despite a few
exemplary performances, failed and failed utterly amnd disasterously.

Had this not bee the fact Nixon would mot have heen umimpeached,

Had he mot clung to power and corrupted and misued that power, had he not held
all of national life in bail to his survival, there would not have been the long travail,
The disaster to the economy xhltxnlngtxilxlxmtilt is but one of the unavoidable costs.
The less visible, insidious influence on political kife is a terrible coste.

Do the people have cause to have faith in the political system?

Does the political reecord im The Watergte Jjustify foith in the political sustenm?

When an Attormey Gemeral can comuit swrious crimes and escape any punishment—
when he is in fact praised for his subversive felonies by a federal jusge — cam there
be any reason for popular trust iﬁ the workings of what is called justice?

Whent the administration of justice is contorted to protect the worst crimimality
in the natjonr's history - and this Wate gate subversion of all of national %ife is the
worst of possible erime because it cut the roots of national life — is there not
ample reason not to trust either the administration of justice or the government of
which it is part?

Ia there fnason to truet the press whem it refuses to primt what is not leaked
by one with his own gkin protected by his leaking?

When the press honors itself for invnatihafﬁng while refusing to investigate?

These are only some of the grim realities that are going to have to be confromted .
if we are to have a society bearing any resemblance to the cne we thought we had,

If these realitiés are not fuced gnd if there is nc reform, there will be more

of the creeping authoritarianism of which The Watergate is but part.

And so, #® show that the smoking gun was there all the time,instead of rewriting



around the natiomal fietion of the smoking gun, I show that it was there all the time,
that one man under considerable hamdcipm was able to prove it was there all the time,
and that all that was new is a little more smoke.

Hixon's release ofAugust 5, 1974 was no more than a light shining on the smoke
that was there all the time.

It added detail, not facte Extra space

Before considering the exact lamguage of the released June 23 tapes and the
more
significances they hold that still again were never reported by the major wmedia, back -

F— zroundM Wz}d;

Earlier tapes had been destroyed or later were claimed not to exigt,

Nixon was mot out of comtact with the world outside Key Biscayne beginning
when those arrests were made and prior to his returm to Washington late on the

second day thereafter, June 19,
Nor was Nixon umaware of what his release of thige tapes, with others to

follow at the court's order, would do to those with whom he had been associated.
Or what it would require of each: defending himself or disclosing the imcriminating
tmuths about Nixon himself,

When §?ixon had reluctantly let Haldeman and Ehrlichmsn resign the end of
April, 1973, he knev them both to be foloms who had comritted their felomies im his
interest. Yet he praised them as the two best public servaunts ever. Why should a
President so commit himself, out himself for sin and against motherhood, the eardingl
political blunder, when he knew there were feloms and had to kmow that im time their
guilt would coume out?

Common-gense analysis, not faet, provides the ahswar: he was part of their felonies,
They were all in it together and they samk or swam together., They had him by the throat.

This is the situation and the problem Nixon never escaped.

Only two months afte:r Haldeman and Ehrlichuan left, the comservative colummists

Bvans and Novak (Post 7/6/73) reported the resultamt problou:

"Irying to chart President Niion's steategy for surviving Watergate, his gdvisers
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sre confronting this tormenting dilemma: how can he disengage from former lisutenants
H.R.Haldeman and Johm Ehrlichman without dangerously antagonizing them?

This was prior to John HMitchell's testimony before the Senate Watergate comuittee.
There was less worry about what litchell would say, and he perjured himself to defend
his old frined and former partmer, liixon.

"One close liixon adviser gives this appraisal of the situation: there is no way
Haldeman and Ehrlichman...can avoid indictment, The President, therefore, dare not tie
hig defense to theirs. But neither dare he blame them for the scandal for fear of a
murderous backl sh from them, He must continue to target Johm E., Dean III as the cover—
up congpirator.

The memorandum given the Senate a week ago by White House counsel Fred Bugzhardt

clearly viclated that strategy by predicating the President's innocence on the Halde-
man-Ehrlichman defenseo..

But a "lmowledgeable Nimon aide" told the colummists that Dean "mever did anything
without orders from Haldeman and Ehrlichman,"

Bughardt's memo was an attack on Dean's testimony,

The column poses a close to impossible situatiom to be comtended with. There
was no way of geparating Nixon mmixim¥xfrom “aldeman and Ehrlichmsm and mo way of
of separating Dean from that pair, either.

Onee Hixon opted "the cover—up road" and the stomewalling it required rather
than the limited hamg out" anyour but a fear-ridden ,;rnnoid of any political sxpericmce
would have taken, this was his problem that could in the emd have mo solution short of
disaster,

But "to target on Dean" guaramteed Dean would go to jail & villaim or would have

transeripts

to fight back. The tapes show the cunuing of the Nixon-Haldemsn-Ehrlichman trio in
plotting the case against Vean, What they do not show is how a savvy man like Deam did
not realize from his first wrongful act, which was his first act on returming to Washington
duties Jume 19, 1972, made him the inevitable patsy for the pair he whould have understood
to be without seruple One of the wysteries is why Dean, loyalist or mot, did not tumble
to the imevitability of his having to pay for the eriumes he knew he was committing.

Compared to others, Vcam is hercic in The Wotergate for his detailed and accurate

confessions. But coupared to what he could have exposed, his marathon performance



before the Watergate committee wasless of an exposure thak it could have beern, We have
seen gome illustrations. Im Dean's defense there is the fact that witnesses do not
this committee's
t'B;%£¥ot8 wg%? they know it unwanted. The record of tkm spectacular, popular and
important/daapitu its defectg that meant it, too, was covering up, is clear: there is
much to chose not to go into. If it eclected not to air what Vean had testified to
about the CIA, Jean can_t be faulted for that.

//‘. With all he xdmm reuembered in elaborate detail that was rarely in error, Dean

did not testify to vhat Hunt's lator testimony should have reminded him of if, indeed,
as seens improbable, he forgot it.
It is possible to interpret Doanés testinony as an effort to save himself while
at the game time incriminating Nixon as little as possible, focusing instead on those
around Ilixon, those wkm from whom it turned out Nixon could not be sepsrated from.

Hunt claimed in court when he appealed and before The Watergate committee that
evidence congisting of two motebooks that he needed for his defense were not returned
to him from his White House files. From Hunt's own description of the contents of those
notebook, the names and addresses of those with whom he worked, the only use to which
they could bs put was incriminating others and laying out in greater detail what he had
done for Nixom., Ur, ineriminating Nixon.

What happened to these notebooks was a mystery until November 5, 1973, when
Watergate assistant prosecutor Richard Pen Vemiste told this story to Judge Sirica.

Dean has said he out those notebooks through the paper shredded the day he
supsrvised the enptying on Hunt's safe, claiming to bclieve they contained information
about the Ellsberg break-in, then still umexposed. (Post 11/6/73)

But Dean hss also testified in public to turnimg everything over, those secrets
to Gray and the rest to FBI agemis. |

The Friday before this “onday admission to Sirica Dean finally toldt the
srosecution thextewtiryxiwakvhey a story he hed denied only two months earlier, that
these Humt motabooks had existed. (Post 11/6/73) Iustead he said he "found" them in

January 1973 in a folder holding informatiom about Nixon's tax and estate matters.
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A White House spokesman told the Pogt "The Presidemt did mot knéw that the
notebooks were in the estate file." Ben Veniste told Sirica that while Yean had mot
admitted "misfiling" this Sumt evidemce, "it is fair to assume he put them there." (Post 11/6/73)

This is intended td show that desparate as Nixon'd lying apoears to have been
in looking backward and that while he had to have known the total dishomesty of his
course once he tack the cover-up trial and stonewalled, Nixon also kuww that he wam
being covered by others to the degree their own situstions permitted. He was mot utterly
and completely irrational. He knew the whole truth had not been told, he knew the *uat
bribing had worked, he knew sigmificant secrets were being kept by those who appeared
to be confessing all,

expecting

There is case after case of this, Without/it Nixom might well not have dared

lie from the first. The authoritarian llixon depemded upon his subordinste authoritariams.

Another instance since forgotten and so little regarded by Zhe lew York Times

that it buried the story om page 13 (8/3/73) is amother exposure Dean could have made.
It was adduced from one of his little kunown assistants, Ray ﬁimy, in the ciwil suit }b&'/ %
Mo Laphr pn fpawty B s bans bitisy which bean denied  foyf —snendtns fefun '
- - o Kinsey's deposition was filed in court August 2, 1973. It
here has iuportance mot only because it ig evidemce that nll was still mot hanging out
but because of what it adds to what is lmown of (sdsmmh XN R R X

Colson
operation ¥x rcally raw for Nixom, one of the reasoms there was the mistrust of Colson

my the kind of

when he was not with Nixom and the others amd explanation of what will be seenm in ihmk
those June 23 transcripts,

The domestic spying and dirty-works Colson opecrations extended even to having
other members of the White House staff ask IRS #for the names of contributors to the
National Council of Senior Citizenms." Even the old fodks joined together to help themselves
in their years of need were not safe from Nixon if he or Colson saw any vway of legming
on them of those who helped them. Colson's explanation was "this outfit is giving us
trouble." What he mcant by "trogble" is aslking"for higher Social Security benefits,
national health insurance amd other legislation for the elderly."(NYTimes 8/3/73)

This was subversion to Nixon? This made old folks and those who helped them his

"enemies?"
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Another was “olson's pressuring of Common Cause, the well-kmown citizems' groups seeking

mesng of effeeting homest elections. -

Kinsey swore to four such Colson orders./Hm also swore that Colsom had asked ik
imzxisekzizx imquiry into the reasoms for "amn apparent delay in granting pf tae
tax—empt exempt status to a Califormia Republicam group."

Getting tax-exempt status for Repiblican political groups while seeing to it that
the legitimate tax-exempt status essential to the survival of public groups was denied
was another of Colson's politieal fumctions for lixome

Toying with IRS amd bludgeoming it imto forbidden acts is another set of erimes.

IRS did respomnd. While there were mo comtributioms in execess of $5,000 to the
old-folks' eouncil, the only omes required to be reported, tﬁn IRS' "amsweriang memo
to lip, Colsome..gave figures on the overxix -all income znd expemditures for the coumeil,
the oaly figures available."(NYTimes 8/3/73)

A1l we have been comsiderimg because it is the essemtial contemt of the
transcripts Nixon released the end of April amd of those of June 23 that foilow relates
to the break-im itself, to *umt smd bribing him and tho. bribery he them umdertook for
Nixom, to the Cubans and related matters. However, it is important mot to be led to
believe that these are the omly orimes, the only impeachable offemses, the only acts
and migdeed for which Nixon could have been impeached or that he had to suppress to
remain unimpeached,

The complexity of the political and crimimal operatioms is emormous. If all
camnot be held in mind, that they are not es limited as the "smoldng gun" fatal
shot temds to persuade need be kept in mind. There is virtually mo aspect of govern-
mnt not teinted, corrupted or subverted im Nixom's political interest as he and his
honchos saw this imterest and virtually nothing he and they would mot do, whethur or
not paramoid and without meed, if they percelved any need in their common effort to
keep him in offiee and to reorder society ai they wanted 1t reordered.

The stark and irrefutable comteat ofui;i;.fatal—shot June 23 {raurcripts tend
to obscure all else. They appear to be incredible, to recprd the impossible, but they
are only too real and too tragic. They do require amslysis because when they were

reported much of their meaning was not reported. So before getting to them other
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explanations can be helpful.

Nixon released them only because omce again this potentially suieidal act was
the least dangerous of his alternatives. After he released them It became lmiwn that
he expected the special prosecutor to have them and the rest of the ineriminating
evidence he did not release im within three weeks, (Evams-lNovak eolumn, Post 9/7/74)
Making the *lease himself permitted him to make some explanatiom, to play for a break;
to make his comfession amd his criminality seems to be as little of a comfession and
other than criminal, If the attempt failed, the choice was between making the unscu
uasuccessful effort and ruaning a greater risk., This had been deliberated the previous
weekend when Nivon and a few advisers hid themselves at Camp David.

The House Judieiary Committee had voted to impeach Nixom, Its deliberations had
been telecast. They were iupressive. The efforts made by the mimority of pro-Nixom
Rpublicans had been futile, were disputatious rather them faetual, and except for their
appeal to the Nixom hardeore, had actually helped convince the people evem more of the
impossibility of Nixon innocence.

The popular reactiom to these public debates mothing like which had evem been
telecast before was itself elose to fatal to Nixom, There was little doubt that the
full House would wmim agree with its commitee amd vote to impeach. But there would
first be debates in the House chamber. After these added deliberations there would be
the vote that -::::;guunii have been a bill of indictment the House sent to the Senate,
where the trial would be held. DpizihsrsrwsxzxinsysxaxchemeEzibhmtxthexBunzexsstEzxzxzx

What little doubt there was that the House would mot vote to impeach, that Nixom
would be the second President it ever voted to impeach amd the first comvicted by the
Senate, would have emded forever if the comtent of these Yune 25 tapes alome - not the
other eertain inerizinating evidence but these so completely comprehensible and beyond
explanining awvay - would be over if any word of their content leaked out prior to or
coingifing in time with the House votes

Thig alone required Nixom to take his last great chance, to try to put the best
possible face on the ugliness of his Presidency and ihw his Watergatimg, whieh is to say

hig erim inal and subversive acts.



This is what he had dome with his late-April tramscripts release. It had aot
becn fatal. He had then been able to misrepresent their comtent amd to get away with
eontrolling .
i#,for two days ofk news eoverage by first taldmg to TV, then issuing a statement and
if edited and chrrupted
then: delaying the actual release of the actual fAranscripts.
This time, however, the Supreme Court had ruled. lo Justice sided with Nixom,
Had he sgaydd dared defy the Supreme Court gfter tho Judiciary eowmittee voted
to impeach, the vote of the ful) House and of the Senate to eomviet would have been

inevitable and overwhelming,

However, this desparate attempt to stop his impmazhxexidFusmiex
"enewies" at the impeachment pass was potentially suieidal because of wore tham the
disclosures about Nixomn's guilt. It seriously jeopardized others, especially those
alread indicted. Of these many, let us take a few illustrations from the publie

and obstructing justice only.

Hgldeman record and the chargesof parjuxy{ Vot all, Just a few, and these not from the
committees' a gingle mews story.
istergatazeonpitisatsztranscripts but fron/nEuspmrsz
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H-ldewsn has been acked to testify about those “Yune 23 EZ£$ﬁnh£a?%y'thu Sunate's
Aporopriutions suﬁcamuittee oin the Cla, lie then svore, "We had only very skotchy
owledge of what and who vere iﬂvolVqu in the Weterpate afiair., We had no re: son
to beliove that auyone in the White House was involved .. no regson, therefors,

any [
to mesk 3 cover ap xmFx of the Watergate imvestigation from the White Iouse."(Post8/8/74)

Elsehere om the anne oes occasion he lso swore to "uo intent or decire to
impeds or cover up any asp-cts of the Watergate investi ation itself." (Post 8/&/74)

Bufore The Waturgzg?“iammittnu he gvore he could not recall either tre—Emes
Nixon or himself discussing any problew of amy comnection betwesn "the Lexican money"
and the CIA, (Post U/8/74)

Yet thoy Egg, from this evidemce that would have reached the Special Proseecutor
. g . Az ,\MWM
i a few days pI liixom had mot decided that Nixom's interest required its
They had discusced this in some detail and all the cubgequent history of Wateryste

covering up himged on thic discussiom Huldemsn demied he or liixom enyoged in,

These few illustratioms, as they relate to Haldeman alome, are virtusl assumance
that Hixon guaramteed Haldeman's comvietion. Of course @it is also true that had Hixom
aot released these June 23 tapes when it Bid the prosscutor would have had them anyway.
But in releasing them when he did m “ixom seriously jeopardized motions Haldeman was
making in the courts and efforts by Haldeman's friends to raise a defense fund for him,
Thy release hurt Hnldeman seriously.

Haldeman is not alone in being hurt. Nor was there auy meed for Nixon to begin
staged deliveries with this fatal-shot one,

Because thism particuxlar dey's days were certainly fatal, Nixom, rcycrdless
of the still undisdlosed contents of the other tapes, had to tackle his toughest first,
He had to go for broke. *t was then or never for him, So he could not concern himself

with what he thereby did to others,.

People tend to forget, especially when there is so much fact and detail as there

was with the tapes alone, and they are omly part of The Watergate evidence,



There were taped comversations and other taped records prior to gunl 23, They were
destroyed, they just "disappeared” or they were alleged not to have existed at all. The
flestruetion of those 18 and a half minutes of tﬁu tape of Nixon's first meeting with
Haldeman the morming of Jume 20,1972, which was the first time Haldemanm could have
made a full report om what the FBI had by them lesrmed, from the Gray memo of the day
before, was certified by the court's experts to have been deliberate, as we have seen,
VWhy destroy the June 20 tape and leave inerimimating evidence of it and mot destroy thmk
mf those of June 237 The obvious answer is that the earlier tape was even more inerimimating,

Only those wawillinmg to recognize what is the essential in any govermmernt ecould
pretend any doubt that Nixom was informed of all there was to know as 800 any of his
subordinates obtained kmowledge, This ig the way we began, with the obvious, that Nixom
had to have known all there was to lmow from the very first beeause of his owm knowledge
and because gll gowermments fumetiom that way. The head of state has to kmow what he
most kmow. He has to make or authorize the cruclal decisiomns and no adviser mo mattoer how
close can make any independent decision whemn the head of state himself is endamgered by it.
It is mot unreasomable to assume that in those earlier comversatioms, reactions and
eomments and expletives deleted were less restraimed, more open, more guilty and less
subjectbto twisting in special interpretatioms. A listing of these that ar. known when
we examine the June 23 tapes that followed them will make much clear,

ouen earlier hanky- pranty

The June 23 tapes release presented jeopardy to othnrﬁiand tended to make Nixom's
guilt or guilty imvolvement im them more certaim. A brief review of the history of the
destruetion of that part of the tape of the first Nixom-Haldeman meeting after Haldeman
had a copy of the Gray recounting of what the FBI had alresdy learmed shows this. ;t
also underscores the magnitude of the content of the Yune 23 tapes and of the lying and
perjuries about them,

20 fols.



en b/20, 23 tapes

When Wixen, by then having ne real alternative, delive he June 2%,1972 tape in

minute s ef his "uno 20, 1t

te the presecutien" as wende

Nixen teek the June 20 tape te Camp David with him en September 29, 1973.(Post 8/12/74)
Steve Bull ebtmined thelUher 5000 tape recerder for Nixen's persenal secretary, Rese
Hary Weeds, en the secend day thereafter, Octeber 1. The erasure was en Ei_s_ machine,
sccerding te the court's expefts. (Pest 8/12/74) Three peeple enly had access te this
tape, Nixen, Bull and Weeds. Assuming that there was net earlier erasure masked by
the repeated d:i';ectoi prasures by this Uher 5000, whe ceuld have had access te the
office and the machine of the President's leng-time cenfidentisl secretary plus knew-

his parkd [l
ledge of the centent o tha’ﬁff; plus access to it plus EeEmsxxEmckerwwzitrs
awpreness of the need f:r this incriminating centent to disappear plus the willingness
to risk jeil fer it plus se streng a desire fer it te disappear?

Originally Miss Weods teld the ceurt she might have eradicated five minutes at mest
of this tape by accident, in an impessible exercise that became knewn as "Rese lMary's
stretech." It required that she rea?h far te answer the phene and for all five minutes
of that cenversatien centert I{cl:':':l‘)edy to keep her fpet en the pedal centrel and keep
the machine running fer ne geed r¢asen and in the "record" made at that, Leyalty byt
net reasenableness. She denied under eath erasing all of it in these proceedings before
Judge Sirica. This leaves Bull and Nixen enly,

They alene could answer and neither did,

The distinction is witheut meaning, If Bull did it it could net be fer selfish reasens

and it cannet be cenceived that he weuld engage in anything like this en his own.



There is but ene man whe has linitless access te all the White louse day or night,
the president.

And the one man who abeve all had reasen te want what he had a\:lFi., acknewleéged, heard
or just blurted out on hearing what the FBI had lcggni%blgt The Watergate end these
invelved is Richard Nixen - if fer ne ether reason because of his prier relatienship
with Hunt and twice through Cushman with Hunt) at the time of the Bay of Pigs and when
Cushman was Deputy Directer of the CIA and Hunt waes chief of Nixen's persenal gestape.

The morning ef June 20, the time of this erased tape, coincides with the first
possible reporting te Nixen of what the FBEI had already mooek learned, as the entirely
ig,r;oroi Gray repert to Haldeman centained it., This did include Hunt and his cubana,
f;ﬁk te the crime and te the ceuuen past,

ABy late 1975 destroying these tapes whelesale waes guarantee of ivpeachuent if net
Jail. The mest that ceuld be dared is destrouctien of 4 he mest incriminating .
Secause this initial tape was witheut reasenable deubt the most ineriminating,
because Nixon and “aldenan could net have been witheut reaction te the danger pesed by
what the FBI had already learned and its forecast ef what inevitably weuld fellew,
nething ceuld be mere incriminating,

4t that moment Nixen had every reasen te believe his tapes veuld never beceme knewn,
Otherwise he'd have ended the taping and destreyed all the tapes that ceuld incriminate,

Once thejr existence was knewn, any destruction was criminal, Destructien hai te be
limited to the nest essential evidence, This means that damaging as was the tape of

f
June 23 - enough te force kimAut after more than twe years of unimpeachment - in

his
Yxon's own evalustion the June 20 tape was even mere damaging te him.
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Were ou: to read of these facts is a nmovel in which they were not pretended to
be realities, prior to the Presidency of Riechard Kimxm Nixom it would be regarded as
so impossible and the novel as some commercializimg of junk,

This is not fiction, not a novel, and it is the naked +truth about Nixom and his
Presidency - a Presidemey im of the nuclear age in which he alomne had his finger on
our buttom.

It also seems unresl that none of this ecould be known without his tapes.

Can this have been possible?

Can the FBI amd all those Senate and Houge comuittees have beem doing any
bona fida investigation without learming of a substantial amount of this if not all?

The avzilable evidence gays that none did learm any other way.

However, it just is not possible that the avunted FBI did not learm enough,
without the tapes.

Yet no word of this kind of kmowledge was ever lesked, despite the large number
of agents involved/ in the investigation and the larger nugber of sources available to
them.

No word of amything like this was sued in any of the many courtiproeceedings.

No single indictment of the very many handed down prior to the relesse of the
Yune 23 tapes includes any charge based om any evidemce like what it holds.

o single Congressman of Senator made a charge reflecting any kmowledge.

Dozens of people if not hundreds had some lkmwoledge., John Dean told Nixom that
his own offiees were full of people with knowledge of the blackmail payments alone.
Uan they have not kaow of other "smoking guns" - other official eriminality - or of the
speed with which Nixon was told all he did not know om his own that he had to be told
immediately?

From telephone operators to Seeret Service agents to staff people there has to
have been some with some knowledge.

Their loyalty was to Nixzom the mam not the coumntry. Their silemce kept him

ached, wbg Wﬁ’\”i‘/&'
it Btt it wrecked the country, M oo / Ao M) ’[



