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Accurate reporting often means faithful telling of lies. We have just seen two
exemples, reporting as late ne were than two years after the trulh wes know that Hunt
was not a Vhite House employee at the tine of the caught breal—in and thet Colson is aud
mamxm? alvays has been a man of "Srenenduous sensitivity to personal ethics."

snother took hold at the tine of 4 e daring Colson-Drker new deiense of Uixon, Lies
wer. fold as truth sinply by honest reporting of dishonest statements, +t helped hang
the whole impeachment procesg and hung the country up with it,

Comaittees are composed of meubers of Congress of both parties, the mejority
party hoding the majority of,seats. The Hous: J udiciary Gomdttee of 38 members,

The pvih e go MWinvwned , 11t 17
en wiwieddy number - all lawyers - was mostly Democrats. s begun by Uhite House
spokesmen, that comdttee, regiriless of what it did - even when it acted unanimously -
was called "partisan,"

41l the Jemcorats werc afraid of this projegsnda. Une result is that the entire
political process was stall-d by the fear alone. dlected politicians feared speaidng out.
nd the impeachment process Lecuss o "partisan" proces: in which the Democrates,
only because they werc Yemocri ts, were out to set the innecent Kixon, only because
he was a Republican.

The ‘epublicens were never callod "Fartisan." Lo matter how unreasonsble what they
sald or how they voted, they we o nover "partisan,"

A T
§ No questhons vere asked. lobedy wondered in print how it Wad, if the Uemocrats
vere partisan in Congressional consideration of impeachuent when they had a clear
majority on the com ittec and in the Mouse they hadn't voted impegehnent Tor two years.
e fact iy that feur of the Hixon Talse charge actually delayed the begirning of

even consideration. Vhen consideration begen, it was entirely without aly original

cormdtee investization. the comdtee wmerely afleaed evidence From other conud ttees

zud scught what it could get voluntawrily from the White louse,



dizon's wublic-relations strategy was cuwudng and successful. ris exariple of its
stalling of' the impeschment hearings coincided wbth the delayed issuing of its report
by the Seuate Vatergate cowsdttee, Therc were no stories reporting charges of
"partisanship" by its Hepublican minority because they disagreed with uajority con-
clusions, Lior were they charged with stalling to have the two funetions op%zlup,
delaying both and mal-ing both compete forr news gpace and atiention,

Salker was one oi the influsnces delaying the laterpgate cowdttec's reporting of
legislative remedy for Vstergate and what it represents. In gdvance of the agreed-
to report, Suter issued a spparate, unofficial one.

Colson sousht and received congidorable atvention. He 1ade 4wo Cramatic HOVES
that enhanced the atiention he could have expected anyway. Thet one coineided with the
{ ) ) ”Ha.) W@
Baker report aynergized it, -
tr to 2 Simplifications of complicated natters are ucither safe nor definitive. But
consideration of' “partisanshipp" based on what was known idneiates the Hepublicens have
more reason for bias and acted in & partisan ways the uost apparent of uhich is laying
the aciusation falsely againgt the Yemoerats, who were Loaning over naclwaerd to avoid it,
Folitical advantage for the Yeuocrats lay in stringing the sensationsl scandals out
closer and closer to the clections. Prlitical disaster for the Lepublicans lay the same
way wiless impeachment were voted. But the stalling was by the Vhite House, not the
Yemocrats, and it was open stalling, Llupeaching lixon was a politic: 1 benefit for the
Vznoerats yet they did not rush it. If Hixon wers to be inpeached and convicted by the
Senate Yerald lord would become Precident. us the incuwbent in 1976 he would enjoy
political advantages. The longer he was Prenident, hygever, the more he was inextricably
associated with the seurious economic consequences of' the lixon administration. Yence the
sooner the Yemocrats had him in the Yhite House the greater his 1976 liability and the
better the prospects of the “emocratic candidutes The simplilication is that the “emocrats
would have been betuor of if they were partisan or selfish in hastening impeachuent, but
they did not nor did they use their voting power to override Nixon's unhBidden delaying

tactics.



“he colson and Bakers opu-ations were so closely correlated whether or nioth there
was actual coprdination is imasterial. In poli.ics s the black arts and is ches. or
physical sports of actual war moves are aitticipated. Vhat allies and opoonents esach are
dost litely to do can be and is cstimated,

Vizen's war agaiust iupeachnent was reaching a climax with the coming of their

branches
reports by the comidittecs of both hewses of Congress., His position was cosparable to
that of thc general of a side that by all mmmshw mesaurable factors should lose the war,
His strategy was to delay %he final decision, the crucial battle, encouraging attrition
strength
of the opposing side, jrouotion disunity .hile he vas mustering his o.n weaker/fayeeEs
$0 that he could ap)ly maxinum force with minimum effort at the optimum {ime,

Oni: of his wealmesses becaue a strength. His side had been reduced to an unquestioning
hardoore that foliowed hinm blindly and to those who, while.unwiliing +to follow, wers in
a political situation that dominated their actions and decisions because this harcore
could control eluctions in their constituencies, il anwhile, ther¢ was the inevitable
dusinity in the more nunerous opposition, natural with so many colonels and generals
each the proponent of his own tactics end strategy.

The first really crucial battle for Liixon was the wmk comuitiee vote on iupeachment,
To muke it appear to be vhat it was not on the part of the Denderats, his strategy
required that they seem to be partissn, his enemies not his judges. 1t also required
that they have mor: wild geese to chase, morc false trails to follow, while there was
diversion for the press and the people. These were among his primary tactical needs as
part of his grand stratesy in continuing to aveid Lipeachment that by any honest, non—
partisan, meaning not pro-liixon stard, was long overdie and more than Justified on =o
many counts they were lost in the morass ol thi: available evidence,

This was the timing, +his his situation, when the combined Colson-Baker operation
served this imuediate need. Much also was a tiajor olifuscation of one of the more
certain impeachable offenses centering around Himt end bribery and blaclomail,

Coleon's alleged eonversion to decency; honest)y end the true faith was not new when
he invoked it with all the dramatic )zﬁrwﬁ Iso ja8y for a master of the office of

Wi S

dirty works. The situation was so ready for exploitation and the impeachn-nt forces
4]



wers mo (isunited an torn asunder over disputes in tactles that Colson's carclessness
went undetected and unexposed. His first feint as he launched this new counterattack
viags to make news of the not new. Iiz fellows in his new faith did it for him,

This Byzantine method can be bitter understood with sone background from two sources,
Vixonts released versions of his fupes awl semz of Lplson's maneuverings once he kmew
he was a grand-pury target.

Just before Hizxon had to let those two o1 the "finest" sublic servants evem,

the end of april, 1977,
Haldeman waind shrlichiian, rusign,/he and the:r discussed Uolson. They were considering
who is loyal %o liixon and who rmight not be. "How about Colson?" Bhrlichman asled,
adding after a little more discussion that everybody hates him."You see you can make a
hell of a circunstantial case on Colson, liixon said. "He'é the guy that you kmow he's
Yaen's buddy, and he kmew Liddy well...Colson ig closer to this crew of robbers than
anybody else,"

Then when Henry fetersen is updating lixon on all he should not heve told anyone
llixon esk=l him about Uolson. Peterson told him that "Colson was a big fish in my
opinion." (eeesed-irem—Villems—Veiee—-6/ 13/ 74}

Colson had, as Ilizon's top nen told him, been spreading stories. When he had him-
self to defend, as llizon s id, “Yolson was capable of anything. liis stories included
the CLi.

amon.; the documents stolen from me were a series in  hich Colson is referred to
as a close friénd of Hobert Semmett, and in conncction with all sorts of matters that
Tigured in prosecutorial investigations and could in inpeachment proceedings. Bemnett
was CIA. e as well us his agency worked Tor ;i.t until those scandals forced an end to
the rolationshipes here is reason to believe that Bennett's"public relations"work included
planting anti-Colson stories, as Yolson charged in 1974,

The CIA retaliated as soon as Yolson staerted his ovm operations. The IHarch 5, 1973

issue of Hewsweek carried an article headed "Whispers iLbout Colson." It linked him to

surveillance of people like Teddy iennedy, the ITT-Dita Seard affair and other jobs
in all of which Bemnett figured. bernett was Uolson's source on these, through Hunt.

The inference is that in Watergate Uolson was the man 'in the cross-hairse"



shen it came time to defend hiugelf in court, haviug been indicted in the Harch 1,
1974 obstruction of justice cases, through his luwyer—partne: Shapiro Colson filed
2 nuaber of motions and a long affidavit on harch 29, One of the roiions was to dis—
miss the charges because of "prejudicial pre-trisl publicity. Referring to the lousweek
and olher stories Volson alleged it "and others were intentionally generated by the
LI4 in order to divert attention from a CIA cover agency, “ullen and Company," to which
he attributed the leaks about lim and motive over ite enployment of his Tiend Hunt,
4fter reading two top-s:cret CIA case-officer roports, Judge Gessell seid in court,
"rou sy ascume that the CIA did inspire the ®Whispers sbout Colson' story." (Wiliage

Voice 6/13/74)

Th re develop-! $his fued Letween Colson and his former ficnd Bennett, Lolson and
the CIA and a comuwmity of interest because of it between “olson and Senator Baker,
Talcing the CIA on was an act of desparation of one of unique courage.

Vbile all this was going on Colson left the YWhite House, then claimed to have
found Christ, and in this found new allies.

in the Yilsberg broak-in
The trial of Zhrlichman, Liddy and the Cubans/began June 26, 1974, June 3 cane

Uolson's Tirst new boubshell: he entered a plea of sud 1ty. (AP,&#& Yiash Post 6/4/74)
~e also had been charged in this case in the Harch 7 indietmerts, But he had not been
chargad with the offense to which he confessed guilt,"unlawfully, villfully and know-
ingly did ceorruptly endeavor to influcnce and imped the due aduinistration of Justice
in connection vith the eriminal trial of Daniel Ellsberg," the cuse that was disrdissed,
lie gaid he had done this by lealring defamations and through his part in attcupting to
get and use further degoratory information o use agaiust Ellsberg. (Pest 6/4/74)

This was a strange maneuver. Qéﬁrged in two indictments, Uolson copped a plea on
a charsze not levelled agains®t hin il svoided trial on whet he had besen charged withe

This the wan Geymour liersh had quoted as saying of himself "I had a trerendicus
senzitivity to personal e&pics" a nonth later,

Pracing Colson is never an easy matter so it had best be done dhronologically, beginning
with his in-court statement on entering this pleas. He spoke like wan who had found

the trae faith, Holy Colson:



"I have old the truth from the begiu.ding but I have been unable to testify fullye..
if this is to be a government of laws and not of men then those nen entrusted with
enforcing the law must be held to account for the nefural consequences of their own
actions...l kiow hov it Besls to be subjected +o...leaks From various congressionsl
corntittees,..ghe CIA deliberately planted sbories with geveral major news organizations
accusing me of involvement in cwiminal activities, ..." (Post 7/4/74)

One man pot and kettle., He was pleading guilty to "criminal activities" and in
&

ellin;"the truth from the beginning"  he had denied any wrongdoing,

June 4 Colson had much off his old "epomy" The Lashington Bost, more than half the

front page with a banner headline and about two peges inside, VWith nore of the new
contrition address to Dessell - that in atvending an earlier hearing the Judge's words
about a overnment of laus had turned him on and "prompted his decision to enter his
plea." Mmook lewly white-hatted Colson saw The Vutergate as "one of the most divisive
and bitter controversies in out history" and he wanted "to be free 4o contribute to
thut resclution no matter who it will help of hurt - me o otherseeq"

The good-guy buildup had begiin the the Previous evening's TV news, vhere it was
reported on the networks that Colson had refused to accept a deal to plead puilty to a
wisdemcanor, - ldch would nos Jeopardize his license to practise law and entailed lighter
pundshment,

Tn all this build-up of the new Colson it was forgotten that the old Colson's
claimed finding of Christ coincided with the word that the grand jury was after him,

Fear of him was also attributed to lixon, Saxdox Bmem ke eont dnintentueod. The Yooduard-
Benstein front-page contribution was headed "Eolson's Flea Worries White Louse," I+
"ereated considersble consternetion at top levels," they urote. By the time this phoney
atory albout Yol=on's turning down a lighter sentence wan being aired they lmeu that White
louse fear was because Colson could “"bhth buttiress and damage aspects of Yresident
Hixon's Watergate defimse." One leaked feur is that Colson had "information" that
Hixon "“was avare of the... cover—-up thres months" before he acknowledge, Ur, obstructed
Justice. Still another fear was because “olson had "virtuslly unlinmited sccess"to Hixon.

and the
He thus could pull the plug on other criminel desls being investigated, like IPT/ deiry
money.

This seems to be the begimning of the notion that Colson would get Nizon and the



other higher-up for all their nssty cracks about him being capable of anything,

This also was the tine of another phoney deal, the origina of Uolson's decision to
plead guilty. That men of Taith both real and limitless, Senator Hughes, o me forward to
tell how "It all started about a week or ten days ago when “hueck came and started
to some of us" in the, prayer group. The last of these chats under holy spell ended
1:30 a.mes It was with Hughes and three fellows in faith."The guilty plea is a resuld
of his conversion to Christ," according to Yughes, not all thosc ch rges in two series
of indictments, with more possible,

There was no limit to Hughes' corrdtment to Uolson and his reformation as "The
work of Christ." "...he intends to tcll all he knows...wants to help his countryess
has much to tell, an important story." This "baby in Christ" achieved "a sudden maturity"
so Hughes was "proud of him." The night beforc the plea was pretty "sudden,”" (NYTimes 5/6/74)
It was a long and tearful session. (UY%ines ¥ 6/6/74

lovexr over, Billy Uraham., Take to the storm cellar, Hichard liixon. When Colson
"accepted Christ full truthfulness was" inevitable.

The combination of Christ, “ughes' cndorsement and the lmowledge Colson could be
espected to have led to the belief he would do the job on Liixon,

But the truth was that Colson's lawyers had begun plea-bargaining earlier ikm

than Colson's taking counsel with hic fellows in his new~found faith, as Evaas.and

| W
Yowaie—tevaleropered. (Post 6/5/74) His plea did damage the Bhrlich defense,
A JohS va, puek
"Uemblishes the badly mikxtattered \Jf}tional security crpgwient," thep wrote, adding

that because "Mr. ixon has for & solid year" had"linked his own fate with Ehrlichman's,"

Colson's plea"would further undermine the beleaguered Bresident." %ﬂw
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sigedes kept up, ,.01’? ger :Ln Sunday editions,
Jhen Colson was sentenced by Gesell to one to three years he was again worth more
than two pages in the Pust, nore than half of the front page and another banner. The
major story was headed "iccuseslresident..." 1;:& subordinate head gquoted Colson as

seeing the sentimce as "Lord's Will," and there was a long human~interest story



conservative
The first lealk was to the hated PustVs opvosition, the Star-liews, more than half

of the top of the front page of whose June 24 issue had the sensation headed,"Colson
Bays lixou ¥mwwst Peared CIA Power Play."

A coup! And against a Nixon? If it should not lwwve played in Peoria, it did play
well in Washington, Lveryone, electronic meidia included, went for it.

Nixon really feared "they" had come into th- White House to make all this trouble
for him, Le really planned to idek his own UIA dircetor, William E, Colby, out and
"bring hi: own people in" and conduct an "internal investigation" and the "amnounce
everything he had discovered to the anerican veople.?

Only lizon's chief of staff, Ueneral Alexander laig, "was persuaded that the case was

shaky ~and he has very stron  better instincts-
to shay for even the President. Haig prevailed on iis (Hixon's) better instincts gt
net to take down the whole intelligence establishment ...to save yourself from impesclhment,"

To call the non-existent "shaky" is to suggest there was a basis., There was rone
at all. It waen't even an exaggeration., It was a couplete, a total manufscture, out
of nothing,

There were cute touches to this propaganda. 4t was liixordian in %hat he was {;j(t;‘arayed
as the pure and the persecuted, typical of hiz own kind of paranoia iu which the whole
world was out to get him, to prevent hin from malking a better world for the peonle who
Just loved him. Un the one hand his Wotergate was the CIA's, to rwin him, and the bad, ki
bad CIA, intent upon a take-over, but, wmigh and tesrs, he just had to sacrifice hinself
for the nathonal good.

Colson, who never denied introducing hunt into the White House, sew him "as the ley
to the CIA's involvement" in framing the innocent Nixon. “ecause ullen was 2 CIA front.
Tne Star-ews did not recall that Bennett was Yelson's plose pal. Proof was lacking
because it was a hoked-up story, but tc susport it there was news that was fact,Bennett
"has now admitted under oath that he was reporténg everything he was doing to the CIA every
two wecks." With it and him in the same city and phone calls were local he reported
"everything" no more frequently {han "every two weeks?" Colson overplayed that one, but

it washed,

"Colson based much of his theory," Robert Walte:s wrote,"on a “arch 1, 1975 claguified
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inter—office memo which he said he had seen...25-page document...written by Erie V.
Bisnestadt, chief of the CIA's 'central cover staff' in charge of liaison with all
Cla-affiliated organdzations...Bennett is quoted as saying that 'through ldis father,
Sen. Bennett, he can handle the Ervin courditee if the CIi can handle Hunt, 'Colson said.

"Bennetl poid 'he had been feeding stroies to Lob Voodward of the Vashington Post,
who was 'suitaldy geeteful' and he has "continued to give stories of this nature to
the Vashington fost, the Los angeles Timey, levesweek and Tine megnsing,' Uolson quoted
the memo as saying."

It took no ULa investigat:i__rm cr inside reporting to dope out what I had earlier
and had warned a Post editor about, as reported earlier. It was obvious rom the Post's
reporting, whether or not the msjor editors realized it or were in on ite

Colson tied the “emocrats in on his VWatergate plot to 4puin Wixon the ;i.mocen‘b of
those "veoy strong better instincts" through the ftruthful irrelevaucy that before
“ul.en and Bennett represcnted Howard Hughes in Washington Democratic lational Chairman
Larry 0'Brien had. That, of course, was in the past. bughes' corporations haed been CIa
covers, But the Tac§ though accurate, was without meaning except as propaganda.

In 211 of this there vas not question about how Colson had seen thds uemo. it turned
out to be the real thing, il not as he representved it. ind the only apparent source is
the Baler cligue of the Watergate committee, Hixon's defense on it, Colson had been out
of the Whit: House and out of gove mment more than a year. The UVIA is super-secret about
thds ldnd of material, how secret we shall see, That Colson could cite this memo is
proof that he was working with someone. But the press was unguestioning,

And for the morning pupers Colson had a seeming denial ready. it is a standerd
propagandists deviece, The Pogt's headline read "Allegation Is Denied By Colson" but
the sc-called "denial" is restricted to Lolson's "kuowledge" that "Nixon was considering
Tiring" Colby.

The ordiginal sTBr;r le-:’d to quotation of Congressman Lucien Nedzi, chairmun of the

Arned Forees Intelligence Subcrwe ittee that in effect supoorted Colson by confirméng the
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exdstence of the Bisenstadt memo, lledsi had it #for lany months" and vith it had
its swanary of "relationships bedween the CIA and” dmikmm the “ul'en company,The
uemo, according to .iedzi, "produced no conelusive ¢ idechee of an undisclosed dnplication
of the agency | CIi] in the Watergate scandals," (Post 6/25/74)

It took several days for tle official denials, Secretary of Definse Jenes R.
wehlesinger had heade.l CL4, as Hixon's rersonsl choice to replace Helms when liixon
Fired Helms, (Uolby was lixon's personal choice 4o succeesd Schlesinger, regerdless of
the Colson filetion about lu‘_m.) schlesinger denied the CI4 had  "planted false neys
storiesd about" CUolson, (4P 6/29/72)

ABC Hews had reported 4hvee days af'ter the Star-ilews exclusive that the Watergate
comuities had documimts showing that Schlsgingen had"supplied the Mullen fipn vith
agency | 01A] files to use in planting cover stories," (P 0/29/74.)

i JTews "planted an erroneous story in the March 5 issue of Hewsweek wapszine
agserting thet...Volron was in charge of dirty tricks" but "Schlesinger did not
suthorize snything like that, " his spokesman said, This is "an erroneous story?!

The denial attributed to sennett is hedge in Scuantics:".,,also denied thet his
company planted any news stories designed to hide its ties with the CIA or that the
covpany had been told to do so by CIi officials.,." What the "eoupany™ did was not the
gquestion. Vhat Lenwett peraosblly did was. lor was the ":1.(.:.;55.@1" of the news stories the
issue. Heither was +4he intont "4p hide its ties with the CTA."™ Denials like thisg, dn
which the imaterial is denied ant the relevant ig ignored, amount o confirmation,

Colson, worldng “hrough Bast, whose actions wers as rpedictable as any could be, did
succeed in.launching a major dviersion wiich becaue & major [Mixen defense, influencing
ore that his unthinking hardeore but also Tortifying then. The stories continu: Tor a
long time and wer. Tinally picked up by Balzer, who had been worldng on it pretty much
in secret all alonga

o full week later Volson's alleged denials .ere still being quoted: (pick up on &



o vieeks loter (7/ 6/74.) the Pust carried a colum by an oldCIA hand of the administrative

level, not = nere agent, Tom sSraden, “Interpreting the Colson Scenario,” Yraden questioned
the sincerity of Volson's relipgious conversion, attacked him and defended the CIA, an
autonatic reaction vith hin going back to the exposurc of the Cla's foundation~f ront
scandals, of which Sraden had been part. lihen it was no longer a question Beaden had
Hugles as a convenient straw wuan,"If the Howard Hughes organization was indesd a 'cover'
for fm CIA and CIA wanted to lmow hou much O'Brien lmew of the relationship, why

not ask the Hughcs organization? The whole thing iu preposterous." What is "preposterous"
is the Draden approach, his statenent of the fals: question, and his assunptions: that
there was no Ula-Hughes comnection andl that the reclusive Hlughes would talk or would
allow his people to discuss any aspect of this. ‘hen as Braden had to lmow a 'nunt—type
assassination was part ol the llughes-vIA "scenario," any lind of “ughes comment was

at best iuprobable and in all likclihood entirely precluded,

By the time the newswesklies gol into it S¥ws “olsodswes mmeked attributing the
tragic erash ia vhich Jorothy llunt lost her 1ife to the CIAf wes featured. Time reported
Uolson "confessed to Bast: "I doa & say this to uy own people. They'd think I'm nuts, I
think they killed Sorothy hunt,"

I the offieial investigatiou of tiiat crash is to be ignored there would remain the
guestion why would the exporienced sppoks run all the risk of causing a plane crash,
vhich is always investigated, and kill all those extra people when offing lrs, Hunt
was child's play for an experienced extorminator? She could have been killed at home
or any time she left it with esse.

This is aym a line Colson stole from some of the more irresponsibles like one
sherman Skolnick of' Chicago, one of the more persvasive of the more sick-minded who had
constantly shifting version oi tlis assassination by airliner in which no improbablyg
invention discourzged attention or sup ort. Une of his more outlandish is the allegation
that when the crashing plane was 500 feet up a uyst rious man, who somehow had injected

cyanide into the pilot and many passengers -without being seen by any of the survivors—



aand then somehow managed to open and close a door and parachute out to safety - againz
inviasible to passengers or people on the ground,

Colson and the skolnicks have this in com.on: they hide and they help hide the
relevant while they get considerable atteution for themselves.

They all did Hixon's work whilc their excesses protected the CIA from its owm

transgressions, the real ones not assailed by the “olsons and the Skolnicks,
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("Colson's Colmiandment:Tell the Truth") guoting him as saying "I do not intend to be
an advocate" or "frame a case" but "will tell the truth." He also was "sure there are
guys in the White House sweating”" but there was his com dtment to UhJ.'istdzo_ A‘- et

Jack indersong added to the belief that Colson would be an iunportant addition to

o-impeachient effortsfin hig Jine 22-erdugn, "liixon Varned ¥n sides, Colson Says."(Post 6/22/7

had an item in by;.s_, June 20 colum favorable to (7'61301’\.""1'10 Watergate prosecutors have

drafted a favorable secret pre-seutencinges ort...aclmolwedging they ould have trouble
g P £ N

nvieting hime.." Hmxkken (st 6/20/74) Tvo days later j\_L
Behing the scenes Volson was giving secret testimony. A leak to the Bvans-lioval
colum of June 26 (pcst 6/26/74) roted his "aceusations of sindister CTA participation
in Vatergate duplicate what he has privately told Senator Balker,,..Colson's picture of
the President vs a terrified captive of the CIde.."
“he erd of that month and the beginning of Jullj, just before Colson started serving
atan &M W HJ e

his senstunce- in softer COIlf:Lneant to keep him evailable for Washington interrogaters—
there was a flurry of stories refﬂa:gd by private investigator itichard L, Yast, an
experienced "wire man." The thrust: the CITA did it to Hizon and would Bast, James Bond
that he is, alone and wnassigted investigate t\l:ltﬁtt.lﬂ for bolson( ﬂwﬁd N! ﬂh).

(There is no public record of Bast's finding Christ. “e does not enjoy that ldnd
of reputation, sither, and it soun turned out that he had bugred Colson, as Colson
should have e::pected.)

SA-C
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lLe was misunderstood and it wasn © quite that he /KH‘I% the CIA did it. Only that "every

possible theory" had to be explored. o, he did not mesn 'that"lh.xon felt juprisgned
ant
iuprisoned of threatened by CIA sympathizers at the Whit: Loufse." lio more than the

talle off street seople,"a lot of people sround the President were pc-:ople with close
ties into the milita,ry?ﬁmd the intelligence establishnment,"(Post 7/1,74)
Had the counter-revolution really come?

TD .f) towk mmr‘lf réa

Coinciding with the Bast blast - not protested by Colson, who had. placed no restrictions,
q —

careful lawyer and operator that he is —i8 the Hersh intewview.

Uolson began to a.eak less equivocally while seeming to be consistent in his criticisms,



9A

It is false to say that "most of" Nixzon's "horrors" came from Bermett. Dennett merely
gave the White House, especially his chum Colson, uhat he kmew was wanted. But because
1t is true that Jennett did supply these tips and because he received them from others
not always visible and because Hunt was working for him just about full time, there is
an important cowbination of facts Colson hid in his mixture of twisted truth snd fakes.
Bennett, connected with the CIA and with others serving the CIA, subgsidized Hurt, with

federal money, while putting the Hixon horror-workers up to still more evil than they

had coneceived themsslves, under circunetances t make it impossible not to believe that
Bennett's him : flaest
some of ks own connections were no'l%ﬁt-’izg Senneti &13‘;1_, 1p to tHLG kindd of operation

or pubtiing him in a position where he'd think oi them hinmself.

Hone of this was new. The reader knous the sources from which much esrlier I had
assenbled a case proving the same thing. What was new is that the key man in it, hiding
his own role, repeated it, withput the press of the Congress carrying it forward.

Two weeks after the Hersh interview and the Today appearances, in Jack fnderson's
Yuly 15 :nd 16 columns, that Zast had bugzed Colson betame known. Colson had to have
expected this. “2 had to heve hud use of the tapes in mind, part of his scheming, If

out
not his reason for seeking Bast, vhose reputation was well lmown.
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i
Haspling Dan Eebrr Bchorr iz wors thing les; than s inpeachable offense.

Bot it is'true = and it is lportant to wnderstand this ag heving more singificsnes
thaPy as only a clause in a single sentence - nothin: would have hapuened “if had the
ety
President disapproved it,"
The President bears a legal respongible for the acts of his agents, as do ordinary

oaple, whither or not he lmew whet they were doing. The legal doctrine is known as

respondeat suwerior, (Bakesy-on-soa—sho-tiatienltailod/ 76}

extra space

There was much wore attention to thisertensive Colson public relations operationi,.
Lf one wonders vhether he really pulled it off, there is the opinion of the astute
columnist Jeseph ¥raft, whm "Colson's presuint sicries have a detail about them wiich
rings absolutely true." (Fost 6/27/78)

and if one wonders whother he scorvied Nixon's interest a- well as his cwn, that he
did not incur Nizon's displeasure is "for sure" and that he did what Nixon wanted is
probisble if not certain. Why else would there be "White House syupathy for ex—apide
Colson," the San #mancisco Bamdner's headline on a UPT story belatedly (7/7/74)
reporting the official honoring of the syéf-confessed felon as he lef't fme to begin
his sentence? |

""he White llouse is symputhetic to Charles Colsonee.much syipethyeos

“ile continue with last 3 grafs in full

then Colsen, "one of his closest," was on his way to j il and after he was serving
his felon's sentence he was doing lixon's work, Lelping his unimpeschment.,

IT he and Vatergate cowidttee vice-chairman Howard Baker had sat dovn and conspired
to eoovdinate, they could not hmwmoomrkedxbetfier pulled more in tandem heriess to leep

Hixon undmpeached and to blame the CIA for his impezchable offenses,



