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Hixon was just plain scared. Scared To ﬂeath.%ﬁucred as he had never before been
on winat for ordinary folk would jave been a crimue 03 the worst cwimimsx politicael crime
any politician ever converted into success.

#hy he was so scared, wiy he felt he had no alternative to first this auful self-
defaiation, slso without varellel or precedent, anc then iato sensaticnalizing it him—
self in order to iuflu-nce hou it would e taken — wh ch really mesns to corrupts its
obvious, inescapable ueaning - mecds be talen epart. suoiuse au entire book could be
written on it azlone, it also ne-ds to be siuplified.

He was so ter-ibly scared becsuse oi what could hapien %o hiue Ie coulc easily be
not valy the first presidents whose conviction after inpecchment would be votud by the
senate \it had failed to conviet abrahaw Lincoln's snccessors, Andrew “oimson, by &
gingle vote here the issues were personal dislike of Johnson's actions) - he could be
the first president to go to jaile

Wixon has an astounding self-concent for s man who in hic best wouents is meciocre.
dxcept in what is called dirtyiness he had no record of real accomplishment to justify
considering him as sresident. Yhis self-concept is part of what in the future will be
exa.dned as evidence of his sanity or insanity.

His long political record 's devoid of legislative accouplishvent, s-ve iy what
he Suprese Court ruled YnCensctizutioual, Bisenhower personal geid he was valueless and
wikhsut of no help vhen he was Bisenhouwer's Vice President. The clas ic public expression
sf this was Zke's sayius that if he were given a week to thirk about it he might come
np withh sousthdng goou lizon had done.

as Prepiient Gixon prevdded over disaster after disaster. lle drove the country to
egonomic hell, convertin. plenty to scercities, having trade deficits when despite heavy
outpouring of aid and militury funds there had been surplus:es, the cost of everything
resularly creating created new records with ouly those who finenced his caupaigns naking
money frow it ad the wmass of the people sultlering Trov it

The ome area in ¥ ich he could claim accomplichment is foredgn af airs. Superficially

this secus to 0. the caie. hetually, no matter how long and of'ten he boasted of this
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gsingle acmompliahmzni —~ and wheu he wasn't in hiciag he never fziled to boast and boust
and boust of Lringing peace to Svutheast asia and detentes with China sand the USSR- he
wnew butter. He kuew that John ¥itggerald sernedy had statred both ant the only reason
Je4 had not beew able to nake more progress ls because of the op osition of the rights
in politicel life, of w ich lixon was chiel spoiesuan and leader. It was Nivon who
TP Acfeated and it wgs Uixon who then was titular head of the fepublican Party.

dixon had been part - a leasaing part- of the warwing in Southeast nsla going all the
wat back to his first Vice Presidency, vhen he joined the late John Foster bulles in
leaderghip of that wing whose policies were too violent for the former wencral of the armies
Tke. all t e records of Juill's first overt step tovard detente, his iimitec Yist dan
agreepent, include accounts ol nis fears of being ruined by the hixon-rdndeo in the wenatee

Lioprover, Wixon had made disasters of these tuo successzes. +n the srain deasl alone
Jbth the USSR, an improvisation rather tinsn & carefully planned operation, h: caused
scarcities and higher prices than cver before for donestic greins, w ichhee
which he Lanost overnight shifted frou a treasured surpluss to en acute and ultra-
expensive luxuby. e did not bring peace to Southeast Lsia. He escelated all our military
activities and involvement, frow nen colzditted to the utter ruin rained upon even the
i mocent eivilian population to the deliberate bombing of Horth Vietnem end the pinpoint
bombing of the enbassies of those cnuntries not in agreement vith his policies.

In the end he wound up with a deal any pre.ident could h:ve had at any tine, & ueal
that was in all respects the wurst possivle one pucause it left behind & war that was
Jithout end \except on the ancricen front pages) and with it continuing and exceedingly
gxoensive aue ican involvomente

in hadison avenue terms only is hixon anything at his very best ¢iher than a nothing
Presidents and he knew its

1t is not so much that he is arrogant, which he is, that determines his psychological
wakeups ~t i: that he has to continue telling himself how great he is, has the cumpulsive
newd tu feel tihat he is really gonething. So, he goes around saying it all the tiue, wihen

not hiding, renging from the gaucheries of advising vertuned Vietnam veoterans about
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Washingten soical life ("istch cut for the dogs") to this vainglory of describing a
record of 'isaster as on: of cutgtanding achievement.
S0, he could have been scared because he was irrationsl, becsuse for almost iwo
yesrs he had gotten away with all he had done, with all that had buen attributed to him
directly an¢ through that unhesdof gang he hud brought to power with lim, those who did
for hin vhat he wanted dones
The nni: clear beyond guestion :uality of the liixon administration is his determinatiocn
to authoritarianize the country. For this he reyuired the unspeakables he enshrined for
there were no oshers who would do this kind of work or upon whom he coul depend first
to do it anu then to keep their mouths closcd.
My authoritarisnizin the land is another of those special studies that must wnd will
be msde of the Nixon days as President. Vhat he did to t.rn the country into an anerican
equivalent of fascism will linger long, longest in the rewriting ol the laws ana the
repopulating ol the courts who will end have go interpreted these laws.
e could have been this scared because he felt the hot breath of retribution, but
the peeord, reasouable as thi. fear would be, does not supvort it. Ee had toyed with all
the investigutions for aluost two years. *e hud succeeded in aborting the first, that of
the House Samming and Cur-ency Comiittee, anc frustrating all the othersin verying but
in all instances considerable degree. &t least two were held in secret, those by the
4ilitary affairs subcorzittees, both sup ressing .hat could hurt hin. That of the joint
tax committee, his personsl selection to examine his half-million dollar gypping on his
taxes, he knew he had to be eble to survive anu he had survived it. That comdttee had
no authority to find anc rule on fraud, so the worst it did was say he had underpeid his
taxes by this fortune. His alternative, the one at which he grabbed in advance, wa: werzly
to puy those taxes. and partly frou its own lack of courage snc partly from the politicsl
divieions vithin it, the Senzte's Specisl Comdtiee on The Watcrgete, populsrly knows as
the Brvin Comdttee, had ground to an inglorious, Trotionalized halt heving brought to light
nothing really new while ziving extensive publicity to what had been done, particularly in

docuwsentation nd detailse. &t the ssme time it had suppressed those documents it did
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get that were most damaging to lixon, thxemples will follow.) At worst it had giveh

wider public sttention to what was already known. 4% worst it would issue a report that
ndght slap his wrist slightly.

There mreained, save for public regard of hin, but t.o threats, that of' the
Jffice of Speeisl Prosecutor, wler his second apyointee as ehief, “ean Jaworski, had
alrzady ruled that it could not indict the President; and the Congressionsl impeachment
proce-dings. In extrmity, survibg that re uired of Lixon that he control 34 votes in the
Sanate and all incications were that he did.

«n fact, ther: was considerable cnepuragenent for hinm in the manner of the so-
called impeachment investigation by the Zouse. 1t was no investigation at all, It was no
more thun the collecting and assessing of the work of its predecessors.

The president more than any other person alvays has the best reading on what is
s0ing arn. Te had his own people incide each investigation, They informed him and they
sanipulated and exercised influence on direction for him. In fact, they kept all torn
sith dissention, each ending in & couprosinse that in varying degree was helpful to iixon
by weaxing weakening intent und what voul xammizxsx be done, He was always in & position
to T reaten whatever each could do by charging pertisanship, by making them zpjesr to be
out to get him, not the truth, and they all feared this, cuite openly,

In short, for & man who was tiw r.el target of all investigations, he had exercised
a reliarkable anount of control over them, had weakened and frustrated all of them, had
dulayed at each step, had all of them engaged in internsl fighting, and had every
prospect of surviving his tern in ofiices

But he did have problems. Ssrious problems, tov. The craziest have to do with thése
fabled tapes. Firet that he had done a1l this bugging, secretly and illegally; ana next
that once his crew was caught in “Yenocratic Lheadquarters, . heu nobouy knew he wes about to
this sneaky rocording of all that everyone 8:1dy that he had not destroyed then.

Possible he exps ted thewm to romain couplitel: secret. Sut that he regarded the kind
of filth, triviality, duplicity, svall-mindedness and outright obscenity he had captured

and preserved on all tha mylar as the substance of history is in itself an insane
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reflection o the nan's insane conewpt of hiswmelf and his reign.
dis survival was aided'by vhat was sart plan and part luck. bzch tiue he got caught
n sowsthing new that was also ruprehensible, overybody went charging off’ in all the
nev dirsctions, none ol -hit official hounds every stayed with its nose to the true trail.

The=e are countless exaunples of tlids. Z«rhaps the best snd iuediately nost pertinent
is tha of these tapes. They hod proviced more than erough preoccupation snc diversion
for almost a year in u ich they and destructions ol them and sone disapearances remained
oil the frout pazes oun the UV tubes whdle nothing else serned to attract investigative
inter.st.

sut they had not been destroyed in toto. tobody Mew how much remeined snc there
were but indications of what they held. *lus, of course, suspicions without end. They
had been ane they rersinec .izon's personal responsibility and he reacted to publicity
on this existence by claining they had and would be wiuder his control alone, Ict when they
disappeared ano were reported dauaged or ruined, this wes never attributed to him
asespite his acceptance off folal responsibility wic the (uest for niscereants never
included hin, the chief beneficiary of what his spokesman atcuslly attributed to
mysterious "sinister forces." Voodooo?

50, what remsined on the repaining tapes could ressonably account for the Nixonian
fears that drove him to atteupt to divert again, this time by refusing to provide the
toaes chewnselves and instead sup dying what he ceseribed as faithful trenscriots. How—
ever, hiv getual description fe2lls far short of what he ssid it nesant,

and he and all his spokesmen and pany partisans in the mediz ano in p litical life
vwere loud in saying he had done all that could Le expected of hin, so iet's set one with
averytiing, including what he called end kept calling "the real busine s of the nation,"
Tor all tie o:dld as though he had lof't anything ¢lse or as if anything was as much the
buginess of the nation as the integrity ol the presidency and the Presicent hemself,

His actusl vords about these tupes direct attention to other possible causes of
his fears. idere iz what he said the night of april %0, 1974 in describing this nevest

benefaction fron the great depths of his heart overflovwing with zeal for the public good:



13 pick un edact yuote: thut shou he was limiting to the actual breain and to pthers only
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if as it does thias Jeté‘uﬁ closer to the nitiy-gritty, thy orst development,
bad as it could be, necd not have be.n cripiling to Hixon.

Hypperous other tapes were boing sbpught by both the wouse impeschuent comdttee
anc the Bpecial <rosecutore

Supoose uwixon followed the claiv he had made frow The Tirst, that based on the
separatinn of powers inherent in the Constitution, he did not have to give then up?

Ee e=alled this"executive privelege" and clained, vith authentieation that was without
excaption false, theot all presidents before him had nadntained exactly the same position,
hod wade this caue clain of irmnwmity from legislative or judicial process for what he
called his secrot papers, those es-ential to his conduet of his oflices

He could ‘e hailed inte court, zs he had beecn. le could then drag this out as he
had dragsged verything else out. 1t was not likely he could streteh thic to the end of
his ferm, but supoose the Bupreme Lourt that he controllcd by the apoointn nts he hao wade
to it actually rulew against yin? :nd sup.ose he then could not dream up some new
legal i-sue to misuse ths same way?

Suppos: he jusF told ewveyrbody to go to hell, that he was President and he almone
inew the eoquireizmts of the proper dischurge of that awvesome ofiice snd that the witinate
ressonsibi_ity for presurving it and its prerogatives for the future of he comtry
andd the rights wand powers of Muture orecsidents was his alone?

ihat theg?

Ther: was no poveer to ston him, e controlled all the arned Torces.

Dhe one thing that could be done was to inpeach hin :n. that he was slready fzcing.

*his would, of course, strengthen op ositiont to him and increased the chence of
his not ho ding firm to those 34 Senate votes. But by then it would be close to the wnd of
nis term and by then the vote itsell’ could be essentially meaningless.

and if ones assumes the pousibility that L pelicve to be without real guestion, tha
ne was guilty of more than iupeachable ofvenses but of eriminal scts, what did he heve to
lose by Tollowing t.is course?

It alse kept his options open. le could alwsys change his plans and his attucks,



Attack, by the way, is.the undeviating lixon way. “e never sdumits being or doing
gqrong and he never defends..ﬂe alvaye attacks those who ke charges azainst hine. The
truer the charges the more violent, often viecious, his &ttack in which he, the guilty,
makes Those who acieuse hin the guilty once.s This was his method during The W tergmte, too.
dveryone wa. his enemy, which meant the eneny of the institutions or the pr.uidency as
he put it. their faulss ranging, again in his representation, from hostility toward him
which cause caused the. te mésrevrescnt fact to never clearly articulated subversive
intent against the institution hence the country itself,

feleseng his own version o his own selection of only part of . hat had been sub-
paened by the house, esp cially coming as i did Jusy beiore another subpena, this one
from the Special Prosecutor, was roturnable, fit the plan to fight it out as long and as
far ask he could on some variant of what he styled "executive privelege."

Hizon has varied “hat he means by "executive orivelege" as it suited his purposes.
lhese disclosed tape tranceripts nuke it unequivocal that it was cooked up cut of nothing

as a defenge in the form af one of his typical atifsckse. Because of this lesrned scholars
and lawyers have already aduressed theuse.ves wo it and in time it will become a natter
that is to some degree addressed by the courts - lixon's courts.

43 1t relates te his particular misuse with regard to this pripag-nda attack on all
his "enemies" - his tern - and so the reader will not agsume that the wost unwelcome
need of continually referring to any president as & man to whom the truth is stranger

Yeshington Post
and fidelity to fuct is foreign, excepts from an excellent editorial of
that directly donpares ixon's words with the historicel fact here serves the corbination

of Jurposes:
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this Jost,ELﬁich eariier had von a Juliteer Srize for its reporting ou YWho Vaterjute,
is gnerally coasidered oue of the counsry's 10 best papers, Wnen other pupers for uner-
olaine. reasons stayed away frou reporting The iaterjate, two ol its younger reporters,
50U incdward and Carl dernstein, pursued it with zeal, under the oditeorial direction of
Barry Sussuan, one of the .etrn editors. It was, by the unusual accident of beding & con on
local erime of a weckend, not ori.dinally a nationul desX story.

Intewd ttently shereafter its editorials were of the seue high quality, displaying,
in addition, extensive ond exenpluary scholarship.

Lrmediately after the ed.torial frou vhich the foregoing is quoted, the Post caused
practically no rop le uvith the wiheard of, actually ealiin, the Presicunt of the United
States a liar, Vhat follows iz Trom its editorial of My way 8@ picic ap quote

It is oo bad tha’ this kind of expliecit writing had buen eschewed when the lizes
that e~ the White House standard of coimeni on the story hec sturted to pour out almost
two year: earlier., ~echap. then what had not been investigated or reported might have buin,

Jut newspapers, too, have false gods. When it comes to the political or the ofibeat
or the unwelconme it is ecallud "objectivity."

The tapasxamgxkuexmxztes tape transeripts s their widespread repordiction left
no doubt vhat the President awmd all his nen were liurs. and pub.ication was widespread.
The wire sor~vices provided members papers with the full texts, the Yhicago Tribune, a
staouch Hepublicen paper \which then or iay & demanded that iiron r¢sign or be impe ched,
juet sc he zet out) was the first to print t em all in one mon: trous typesetting exploit.
s0s8t mppers printus then verbatin, in excerpts. Almost none dic not print extensive
dirset guotations. So, no mutter what unyon: read, there was no possibility or coubt that
the President and all bhose who spu.e for hin were liars.

Un this fakery of "executive privelege" Hixon and hic whole gang kmew better. The
tape transceriots in even their editing ana seleetion could neot anc. did not hice the fact that
they were using it sas a means of obstructing justice., In thisg nost del:iberate of wie-
represcrntations there were consistent with the typical

2¢ line 16 fols
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iixonian approach frow the moment
fis burglars were caught and the ~tory started growing, lie voured out upon lie, mizing
with blow upon blow umnon those who told the truth, w.o to all Nixensins becane the liars.

In the new grace und beauty of languuge sixon took to the White house, all this
process was called "stone.alling." e word an. the plan eacho and re-echo through all the
tepes.

Were one a political analyst doing his daily job, or as 1 had been during and after
Yorld Mar II, an intelligence analyst exanining this whole shaueless procedure, one of t he
first question to be aske and answered is why Lixon picked the date he did for the
pretoneded release of this NHiagra of words, which he then proelaimed, pergonally and
through all his spokesmen, to be all that any snc all ofl'icial bodies needed to get
to the botlom o what in his concept was moent by Yhe Vatergate?

Vhat that day? Why not earlier or later?

It is not hard to find reasonable explanations.

firgt, of course, he was under subpens, A suvpenz is a legal process of conpulsion,
where, Wadhis.dugss.becur = sinple subpens requires the apoearsnce aay the test: nony

LR

oi the person upon whort it i. surved. & duces tecum subpena requires the elibery of

——

descrived evidence,

Becaus. the nase ol Lixon's game, another of those gracesof the langw.ge he earried
bo tne highest Torm of ofiicial expression, was stall wnd delay anc divert, = not un-—
comon legnl ploy but onz not indicative of innocence, he had initislly prowised volun-
tary delivery of what was wanted. =nd becausc he was the President anc everyons wanted to
avold acts of compulsion, ..dch reflect unfavorably, his volwitury delivery was swaited
until i% was apparent there would be none. Une esperience did not end the Ce-ire %o spare
him, He was extended courtesy after courtesy, each one giving hic more time, cach one
carryin; the ultimate decision closer to the end of his term. .nd each time he failed

to deliver.

This partocular time he had asked and been granted by the House Judiciary Counittee
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a uere extre five days for indicated coupliance., at the sem: time, the return on a

subpena by the Special Prosecutor would alsu soon be due. He knew he would be hailed iito
court again ir hc failed to couply. e had, in f et, known this all along, anc the device
Zo vhich he resorted the night of aprdl 30, 1474, is one that had been in preparation
for a long, long time. The mere mechanical problem of transeribing 1308 peges of
tapes iddicates the lungth of plawning and the anount o work that went into this
trick to try To get around tlic subpena znc o shift the entire ovasis of the continuing
striggle between Nixon and all the forces whose obligation it was to get to the hottom of
11 the criues,

1% shuuld be unde stood fhat xke neither set of subpenss called for transeripts,
doth called for the tupes thewselves— what in lawyat. lawyer's language is called "best

evid.uce,"

or t e originals - and specified ocuna nts. Hot only was this the lesel proper,
indecd the legully required form, but by then there was nobody whou .ould tuke Nixzon's
word for anythiug, nobod; who would trust luxin's transcriptions of hig tupes.,

(4is it turned out, a depuolican meuber ol the House Judiciary Comittee armounced
on weck to the day after this lixon + pectacular that his committee hzc four inconsistent
transcripts of’ a single part of’ a single tape, snuc that night CBS TV news put facsimiles
of 5till other W ite bouve vari. tions, s<rious econtradietions in v.rsions, of & verl oiher
ta ses.)

This business of transcribin; the tupes, ilneciately Hippodromed to the country as
Wixon's great dedication to."letting it all hang out" despute this other dedication,
to "exzecutive privelege," was clearly what = ain ou the s.venth day he nacde ofiicisls
he would give no more and would fight his decision all the w8y to the “upreme Gourt,

then

The announcement was made for hin by the front-facing of & lon s=ries of lawyers

who dafended him at his direction, all taspayer paide

diat Jowes D, St. Cluir said ou way 7 is
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This wa: the climax to a week in which his won trongest partisans were hard put
to "hang touzh" with .iixon. .
digh Scott, #ixon's leader in t e Senate and fron Tje Uirst ont of those strongest,
content oi" the
longest and ludest in Hiwon's dei'ende, by that day ecould nct resist desceribing the tapes
dua1m et
an: the situation liiron created as "shabby, degradink" (CuS-UV¥ interview 5/7/74) Uthers
mang sindlsr derrogatory coiwents.
fhig did not surprise Nixon. ne knev he woult be fractioning his gard-core sup-
port, but he had no choive. His alternative vas to stop delaying &ll the ofiicial pro-
cecdings, anc thie he dered not do. Y& han to inpsde the impeachment process if he wanted
to aveld being impeached and then tried by the Senate .n  then becoming possibly the
first President found to be & eriminal while in ofi'ice.
sut becausc he picked the *ouse to treat this way, seversl deys befor: the return
of the eurrent vatch of Speeial Proscutor's subpenas were returnzble, he mace the {'ight
appear to be between the belesgusred Presicdent intent upon vrotecting the institution
zcuinst a predatory Vongress. This he did have in minde But he had in mind also down—
playing the next fight, that with the Soccial Frosecutor, who was lookin;: for evidence
not against lixon but against those kxhes of all his {ormer close associutes it had
already cherged with crines and those it was wepuring to indict.
wixon fuced many problems besides imnpeschoent. -mong; these we:s the recuction ol the
nupber of charges that might be considered in the impeachuent,.
sut his biggest problem was keeping closeu the mouths of' those who could give
evidence againgt hime In all the hurlyburly he alone made over the transcript: that he
@ de the issue instes. of the fupes and oth.r subvenaed evidence, in all the complsints
about his foul languaze that took so nuch jublic and offieiul attention, much else was
lnst sight of,
Thers wa: an a.areness thet he was in deep trouble over other eriminal ascts that
coul: be linked to hiu. Best .nown of t ese anu known to be under investi;ation was two

of" the grossest exzauple of official political anc financial corruption ever, Une was the

payment o his caupaign of some two million olllars in dairy inter sts in return for an



order frou the agrienltume Jepartwent th T nuants neny willions of dellars in extra
profits to tﬁase deiry intercsis from the price increase federally authorized. fhis
requested increase had been turned down only to be granted the day after the deal was mace.

ﬂﬁuoyu Troi uwizon can be adued-you guys are Jiffe-ent-you know the way it is.)

another was scamier still and nuch more couplicateu. ~t invo.ved the HOMsLrously
large and wealthy IUT Gorporation, a multinational corporations kuown us a "conglonerate"
because ol thwe diversity of its interests throughout the world. It wes being sued by the
departient of Justice in & billiorn-dollar deal in w ich, allegedly wmonojclisticajly, it hd
nad bought tht ¢h Hartford Insurance “oupany. While defeniingdtselfand trying to hold
Hightly to dar.ford, through another ol its holding, the Sher:=ton Hotel Corporation, 177
of f'ered to give up to $400,000 to.tha Kixon re-election eftort if it got the ruling it
wauted, (Som: of the mors repugnant once-secret docunents in this stink appeer in the
appendix. )

I, in fact, offered to pay the CIla to overthrown the .lected governnent of Chile,
which would be xpected to nationslize certain off ITT's nonopolistic holdings there. This
was confessed in full, but as an act of patriotism, -o long thereafter, in sx military
0_crations in hich the United Stutes hand was not unhidien, ther: was a bloody counter-
revoltuion in bhile anu the elected government was thrown out wnd a dictatorshiy favorable
to Toreign monopolies returned to power.

Uhen there was the clear Lerjurt of lixon's attorney G neral Aehard Kleindienst
in nis S-nate testiuony relating to the ITT dmat wnti-trust deal. Wixon himself was to
volwitecr the proof, while defending hinself, that snleindienst was a perjurer,

Hov.ver, this was not the only case o uncharged official perjury ror was it the only
one in which more than a year had passed without any charges beinglaid on the Hixon perjurers,

Gf &1l the nany problems Lixon facod and to which, if' to an, s ecial need for this
timing can be atiributed, one in particular secms rost releveant,

That is the case of John D, Ehlricman,

Sy then his was a cormon hou ehold nsre, H.i.Haldeman sne he had bee Hixon's two

closests and most pocrful assistants. Holdeman was virtusally assistant president,



Ihrlichuan, zs chiel of domestic aflairs in the Whute ilguse, was ualso chief o HIixon's
dirty-wroks departn=nt, as he had been & dirty-worker in peoson during earlie~ elections.
Of course, chere wers others also inportant and powerful, but none except cheorles Colson,
also & sne ialist in dirty-works, who was of t e rank, influence and power of these two.

Hadlermn and bhrlichman were under nulptiple indictm.nts. Colson had becn fishting
indietment frow the Tirst. But his nace hesded the list of those indicted kareh 1. 14974,

Now &1l these men wers poased of secrets that could do hixon in. sll were, from tleir
loud and repeated proclanmstions, t ¢ most dedicated of uixon loyalists. xll considered,
from their mbliec exprecssion,s that Nixon was bod greatest gift to mankind.

All kn=w, having been ofiicielly iuformed befors the incictments were handed douwn
by the gran jury, tha. there wers the turget of indictments. Bhrlichman hsc long veen under
indictnent for a WNazi-like operation under him in hich there hacd been che bresking
ana ensering of' the ofiices of the psychiatrist who haé counselled with Daniel Ellsbers,
the wan populurly credited with rwidng fhe Fenatgon Yppers publice

Une nixon problem never Lalked abot wes how wiss he going to keep all these
votiths closed  ls. they ineriminate him? and their problem, these and other not as
omportant, was woulil they g to Jail dn silence, wvould they ruin their careecrs if not
thoelir lives, Just to protect their Wlorious Loader?

The tipofi came from Ehrlichman awd it came early, sore four months belore this
dixon a=rating by tupe,

For it to be wiuerstooud, it i- necessary to undurstanc a feu details of the first
automatic buz ding ol the White Houwe by any Pre precicent. the hixon hugoing systenm.
(Infrequentny other pre: idents had tape recorded conversations, but nonc thad -ver
arrangel 4 svsrem like Y4ixzon's.)

Aside from his other haunts, Hixon had ten stations he nost of'ten used pervemently
wired to tape recorders. These included his offices, the phone:r he used nost often snd
even the room in which he met wit his vabinet.

(4 side issue hebe is that he furnished a table for this room, took iicome-tax
exemptions for 1t that in the end would have excecded the cost of the table, and yet

could have taken it —ith him hac he elected to.)



'%.

dhen dixon décide . to bug a—'.ll‘hii.":‘ conversctions with whoinover he might telk, in
pe~sonl 6y by phons, he turﬁeu the jon over %0 his right-h.nd men, Heldenan. In turao,
Yaldenan enlisted his ascistant. alexander bButterficld, the uwen who told the ~enate's
Spvin Comrdttee about it, then staff secretery, had to be iu on the bugiing, as did his
inccessor, Steve Bull, Aside from these nen snd those ol the gilunt Secret Service, which
did th: work illegslly, in viulation of federal law and with federal money, no :=ingle other
men had the slichtest knoiledge of t = existence of either the buging or thi tupes.

aite sprarste fron this, howuver, there wa a typieal Vhite Yous: sneakiness in
which, separately and privately, the Shrlichuans and the Colsons tapped thelr own phones
hen it served their convenisnce or te nuke a record of self-serving declarations. Some
of thosi %aoes Shat survived disclose sone ol the nastier or White House deings.

But of the top men arounf Uiomm Liixon, Huldeman only kneu that cvery worc was being
rooorded. Shrlichman and Colosn, trusted as they were by liizon, deciczted as they vere
to hin, dirty wa as were the vorks they perforuea for him - close all they all vere -
did not lmo that every word they s:zid was teken down =nu pressrved on tapee

ang they s id many, neny words they did not_ever went kiowne

So of all the many characters de-ply invelved in what 1% is neither exaggeration nor
unsninines: to deseribe as Vhite douse couspiracies, the only ones who could be on guard
agvinet self-inericdination vere lixon und H lderan, Zhrlichuan :nd Colson, to whon must be
added another, were trusting ane were not on guard.

The ocher is John Dean, the man who finelly begun tu (et the story out. Desn was
then White Houw . Younsel., “v thu tine UJixon released these t anseripts of these tapes,
despite having turneu States' evid nce, Uean had not yet fully realized what hau hap ened
to him.

3ut ghrlichman, .ho was parc of what asounts to the fracing of.tnan, dide sz Bhrlich-
man by then knew that Nixon had it wll on ta e, Bhrlichncn had often 5e;n desseribed as

har-headed and thick-skinned, but = lack of sensitivity ol tio nock.



