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Phone Conversation with Mrs. Charlene Fitzsimmons of East Long Branch

Avenue, Ocean Gate, Ngg Jersey
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Mrs. Fitzsimmons recalled that she had had an extensive
conversation with her husband, Robert, at the time he had received
my letter of inquiry about Underhill, They were in Benidorm, Spain
at the time and following the conversation, Fitzsimmons wrote me the
attached letter (dated Sun. June 21), To refresh Mrs. Fitzsimmonsg
memory I read her the parts dealing with her alleged conversation
witi the deceased, ith everythi read to her, save
for the reference to narcotics made in paragraph 4 of the lettsr.
She did say, "It may have been that he mentioned narcotics, but I
am not sure, it has been so long, Eowever, he did mention that cer-
tain XN individuals were dealing in arms and gun-running_and
makin . : ———
~ Mrs Fitzsimmons said of Underhill, "He seemed terribly scared,
excited and unstrung and went on and on, He kept repeating that he
hadn't been drinking. I thought that he was hysterical, parancid or
something. I mentioned that we were catohing a freighter to Spain
and he said he would probably have to do’ the same, to get out of
the country., It became clear to me that he was really scared."

I told Mrs. Fitzsimmons that she would probably be directly
quoted some time in the future and told her I would send her a copy

~ of this memorandum, For your purposes, I believe, you ars safe in

using all of the information in Fitzsimmon's letter to me of June
2lst, save for the reference to narcotiocs, although you might even

use that with Mrs._Fitzsifggg's qualification.

Later, I spoke with Jones Harris and gave him your number in
Washington. "He said he would call you right away and tell you all
he knew with regard to his talks with Brynes and the medical student.
He could not recall the student's name elther. Jones again pointed
out something I had forgotten, i. e. that Brynes had walked into Under—
hill's room & day or so earlier and had seen the body in the identical
position it was in at the time of his second visit when he determined

that Underhill was dead. E;xggﬁhﬁglﬁ_ﬂnnaa_xngg&gnderhill wasg shot
: m left to right and that the gun was under tha

/

o

body, It is Joqgigﬁqaiiien that & sTTencer was uged as 1[0 one in thas,
building heard & shot, -



Underhill, at the time of his death, was a.:aaaa:ah.aaagﬁggnt to
Charles J.V. Murphy, military affairs writer for Fortune. e is said
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totes on J. Garrett Underhill, suicide victim of May 8,1964 where
t 1s suspected by Ramparts magazine that he knew facts about the
ennedy assassination that have never beem revealed.

ﬂsher'Brynes, editor at N.R., a heart victim, apparently was a friend
who saw him dead with » wedical student present. Asher Brynes address
is 1505 30th st. nw. and nuuber, HU 3-7796.

Lrynes claims Underhill was a brilliant, though minor, tactician,
a spzcilalist in small arms, and had a profound analytical mind that was
given to working out problems om paper, that his theories were often
original and provocative, but that when it came to proving them he wam
2t a loss. They were not the sort of presumptions that on their face
wouid have stood up in court. "The stuff was always im flux," according
to brynes, who was a friend from the late 1950's.

vO have been largely responsible for the reportage at Life and Luce's
views on the Second World War and Koresm War. He knew quite a few of f/
“he Russians in Washington and N.Y. and was a friend at one timg of /(v
ngs, head of Tnterarmco, the CIA afus broker in Alexandria, Va., | o~¥¢
"dote was giwey for this relatiomship, but it broke off at some point, '
i 1180 said that Underhill was a government intelligence agenmt during
dorld War II, but knew of no employment by the CIA in the 1960s.‘ '

crynes also says the Washington police bungled the investigation of
Underhill's death and "that if you could not believe they were so stupid
¥ .ignt think there was some okher reason for it." He accepts the suicide,
tut s5ays that others have tried to investigate the death, anong them
<ot Weklington Donovan. Brynes was the one who found Underhill's body,]

ani say® there were probably good reasons for suicide, since he had
vone personal difficulties, including the fact that he and his wife had
2.tad a year earlier,

A3 to theories about Kennedy, Brynes does not remember any of Underhill's
suecunts precisely, but says that his reasoning was based on deductive
Logic frow the press accounts, and that as km far as he knows, he had no
closer connection to the crime than the newspapers like everytme else.
“urther, says Brynes, Underhill left nothing in writing on the subject
@5 far aw he can tell, so the omly conclusioms that can be drgwn, iz the
eosente of writing, would have to come from someone who heard the sto
0 the assassination from him and has it clearly in mind. This leaves
ihe gquestion whether there are papers on the subject im his estate, over
wilch his wife has control. But she is not talking, '
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