Lo 2/20/73
Dear B,

Tour letter of the 16th got here this morning, I read it and the seven other letters
in today's mail while doing other chores in town, walking from one place to snother,wadting,

8 am, of course, happy to leave of the reincarnation, from skunk into dove. And I do
hepe for pormgnenoe in the transformation,

ImIinynurpoaition.I‘dbolodd.ngtona:ﬂtomryacmp,nomttorhwﬂny.
from any friendly mource. So, again I drop everything o respond. I won't always be able
to beoause there are many urgent matters requiring my attention. They have kept me Trom
doing any writing for some time, and the little I have done mhows the effects, So, for
mony reamons, 1 must attend to thess needs,

I'1) address what I recall and them I'll skim your letter again, so I can mail this
when I go to piok Id) up. This time of the year we have our only steedy work and income,
It is muoh work, litile incoms, and all Idl'as. I was woriking at § this a.me I took her,
as usual regardless of time, the special tea she likes and has each morning in bed, thm
one luxury I can provide, at about 6130, She was in her office at 8. She is supposed to
finigh at 6 but is usually a 1itile later. She worked last night at homs wntil close to
11. She has worked later and she has worked all but the first weckend of the year at
home, t00. S0, while she'll read your letter with interest and sympathy, as she hamjthe
others, don't expsct a reply from her, She is too far behind in her work, one of the
oonsequaenves of being conacientious and preferred by the effios’s clieats. This uss
will be her conditdon until April 15.

Temporary adeptiont the welcome rug was rolled out on the oooasion of announcement
of an sarlier reformation, with conditions stipulated. It has not besn rolled back up.
Nor have the conditions been altered. We live in the sudburbs of Squaresville and belong
m.w-mm“wmmnnm-ummm.mmmunm,
except for birds, wild animals, tame fish, and some muskrats s neighbor has just started
to trap. What we 1like we feed, from birde % all the animals, including skunks, except
the muskrats, Why this prejudice against muskrats? They ere baddies and 4f not stopped will
ruin the pond. This means killx the fich, Now these bass and golden trout and others
come when they hear my voioce, swim along the bank when I walk along it, cat what I throw
them, and are entitled to their rights. S0, the fish are good in my simplification, the
muskrats endanger the fish and therehy ere bad, hence the muskrats get offed. Menschea,

. Your talking te Head or the otherss ghuolutely ng unless Scott says otherwise. I want
to #sll you another story I want you %o ploase pay close attention te. Onoe when I was
staying at the 'Hleau and I'd dined with Hoke Mgy and Barbera, Barbara returned to my
room with mo s0 we oould talk in pease. That was the night X arranged for Morrie to baby-
g1t with Kelly, (What a switSh, huh?) X guess that Barbara and I talked until 1% or &
little later. We had hardly gotten baak from the dining room when my phone rang, It was
Layton, who I'd never met. He wanted me to use influence he thought I had te arrahge for
hiutooopsplu.Imdbinlfbhaddhoumdthisnthﬁmn.ﬁemthemdn't.
80, I told him he owed that to Brener. That as long as Brener represented him, he had no
rigmtodonnytlﬂ.ngbold.ndhmr‘-hokmdnortghtto'éaawthinaabou{hincmnt

m

Brener's o.k. and then he should understand that I was not making any prosise. Maybe an
hour or more later hs called back, for all the world as though he had

0.k, Unly after he had talked for a while did I think to ask him, He hadn't and I said
goodbye. I felt I had to discuss 1% the next day with the man to whom hs Wanted me to talke.
There was no hesitation: that he would listen to only frem Brener. How all of this is the
proper way. If you have aX lawyer, as he owes you obligations, mo also do you owe some to
hin, This alao serves your selfish interest, for without this kind of standarzd you can
¢roes your own lawyer up and thus cress yourself. Hemember my reference to Boclesiastes?
Tnis fits the language I guoted, and there also the lawyer's judgement is required, There
haﬁmmdsplmeformwkhing,andwmthingthatmbeaoodatonaﬂmcanbo
bad at the work time, hurtful. Aside frem all of this, which has to do with propriety, I
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Place anyway. There is something much bettor and in the right place if and when the
time for that kind of approach comes.

Now that you have g King James bible, why not read all of Eeclesiastes? It is not
depressing, 1f you think it through and understand it. It helps you put it all together,
to get a perspective on yourself and your place in the whole bit. After that, try the
Song of Songs, the opening to be taken figuratively and philosophically, not literally.
And the Song of Solomon £or a 11ttle slef-concept, whether or not you see jurself as
blagk or a rose of Sharon or a lily of the valley. It is beeutiful stuff,

I like your story about giving the cigaretie away without return. That was one of
your major character defeots. Iou always wanted to get, not to give. “4ife means bothe
Themlyempﬁmaofvhichloanthinkhonehotﬁeandomdeed.Inthiaoaaoyou
fall to note the part about casting bread on troubled wateras the commdgsary oxder and
the 3 a.:. pack of cigarettes. Sometimes it does work.

~ Jwwish organisations: they are many and as unalike as people. You do not say to G
which you belonged or to which you believe you might apsly for aid. Those I know do b
not have this funotion. I couwld speak to the rabbi, Perhaps Scott knows some loosl ones. .
It 48 probtable that ald couwld be forthcoming. In civiliwed parts of the country it is.

I know & young man who got into some trouble and didn't know what to do. I went and spoke
%o the public defender's office. The man who runs that im.ediately axranged for a locel
lawyer to represent this kid. In some places, the public defender is no umore then an
adjunct of the proaecutions The man I spoke to was a real human being, There are some yet.
So, please be more specific and remember, nothing that can eross Scott ups

You have spoken in such gensralities of thin total werfere from your parents I can't
8uess vhat they have done and vhet more you anticfpate. If you want me to understand this,
you'll have to be more specifio. If it is serious I think you should get all of it down
on paper for Soott. Only for Owen Mershall snd TV is this no} necessary, “e can then
deaide for himself whether or not it is relevant, but he omt ¢ remember every word you
tell him and he doesn't have time to listen to everything yom might want to say. Or, you
cun send it to me and I oan send him a copy or I cen tell you vhere it needs clarification
for him, I'd like to kmow what all of this iu anyway. The other things of which you have
spoken only in generalities it might be important for ms to know in detall right now, I
can't go into detall on why now, dbut I really should know all about it. Some of the evidenoe
daid”come beok to me. You might remember the vese through Mett. #ad in entirely diffevent
parts of {he country there is no questior at all. ‘ :

.. Posgible Jobs why not make a note of that in detail for Scott when he is next theve?
Then 'you cen give it to him instead of taking his time to talk about it., At some point
this could have a valus to him other than the one you see, and for you. Example’ probation.

You say again that you are a Jew. You we born a Catholic snd pructised that religion,
Did you go through the #ntire ritual of comre;id.an. it 1en't casy or simple,

14l you dig. But living with me has been wery diffioult, end turns in our lives have
presented some very serious problems for her. You can guess only o few. She is very speciale

Young lawyers in general:ISvc had much to do with lawyers. I began working with them
before I cast ny first wote. I've worked with and agsinst some of the most famous, The 14ife
of & lawyer can be a hard one, the difficulties not relieved by woalth. Often they are
clmaged by their experiences. 4s I look back on mich experience with ney and including
current relationships of which you have no knowledge, by and large, over the years, I'd
have to say that the momt dedicated, conscdentious and trubtworthy ave the younger ones.
They also work harder. The new orop comes from the best generation this eountry hus ever
producod.Roughly, your generation,if you have yet to justify this description (as I kyow
you can if the reformation is genuine -as I do hepe it isl)

I'1l be writing Soott again and if he wants I'1l stay in touch with him. I'l1l tell him
what he wants to know about the old you. He'll be mble to tell you what I've told him and &f
he wants mors, he oan ask either of us. - - .

I do welcome your representation of the changes in you. Great. Howover, I've heard »
the same in the past. This time I want 1t to be real, for you to make the effort to make &
it real and lasting. When you vere younger, I onoe turned you over and gave you & spenking,

If what von now asv 4r nnt tma. vomamhasw Tl ahaceden Sen-




