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Desar Russ,

In writing you mwesterdsy an’ earlier I wes prezzad for time, I neve o
few minutae bYefere =ws¥ening 1il, nnt enough for warking, so I expand & bit,

Mistekes csn heve resl value, even serlous misteakes, 1T we extract
-the lessons ell hold. The skolnici riasco is one. I slmcet mede a bed one in it
end it 15 not my own unfsiling instinct tuat prevented it, merely the unususl
fact tuet * lesrned of it =0 lste &t nigat, just before midnifnt,

?

There now rameins no doubt ke is ofi on an ego trip, tnst nig ic o
spurisuz guit, snd toe real damsgs I8 not his plagierism but the evil -otentisl
of the "suit", walca will be tossad cut of court tue minute it is cnrnsidered. Thi s,
in tum, {t being @ sult sgeinst tne gnvernment for alleged sunpression, would
le=d to nationwide nendilnes "No JPK Suppressions”. Do i have to tell vou the
affect this would heve on onr work, on jpublic anl medis stiitudes, on the legimitate
sults to be filed sl Tiled?

o, once I aad time t- %hink it over vefore cruntering tas extensive b
lieity, I declded tu- tuning celled for wes no pubkicity, end I've svoided i1t. In
fect, whare reporiers have divined tus truth, 1've rersuaded them to drep 1t. It
scrietimes telces a young revorter & litile whila to lesrn tue urgency of no p blicity.
You will, 1 = sure, recasll cur yreviou: cor:espondencs in waick I've ben 8oyine tumt,
ee ¢ panersl thipg, unles: *here todsy is me jor ettentlen, toe tise is unot now fer
ouc~sheig, es:eclally not ir tue undergrouni press. It may nelp vou underst -nd tals
1s yeu erm-sre tis total suppressinn of my quite legitimste sult end {ta resl ly
sensationsl nsture and ettsched procfs with tie extensive pubtlicity thie feke one gbt.
Tois is tne natura of tio wedin wita wulch we live. The pre.s telike about tue
dishonesty 4f tne admi istration, especially iiitchaell smd >leindienst, but taey sre
in terror of bamic asseult upon taem,

Actumlly, =lthoush he fesls ani says ntuerwise, 1 heve mede very few calls
sbout 8kolnie%. I 4484 rthona snly nne re ~rier seeicing informetion. I phensi "R3V, the
station he used 3/20, ns I reraorted to vou, end got lises smi avesions, I then vhoned
WIFL, the etaticn on which his thing get sired snd wonse reoutation end nerticirvetion
made it 2 etery, This 12 ths %ntal axtent, ex-ert far letters that are ~nly jfust
no» reschines taeir destiratione: shé President of Columbia College, the manager of
WUFL. and & second letter v~ ¥R3IV,

The men et ¥CFL (I spoke to tue news director in tue absence ci tue mena-
ger snd the reporter no thie ptory wien 3 phoned teck do sesm concarned sbout the
potentislities of tuo dsmage. They invited me tc go thers =and main Skolniekx «nd I
incelately declined, for tiuls is not tue need, It was nn trick to convince them of
my truthfulness=. 4 begen bty telling vuem to tape whst 1 seid end confront Skolnick
with it 8nd let the meneger ksar 1t, Obviously, this 1z subjact to but = single
interpretation. Xoen tue news director (Hegan) told me ne'd like hie re-nrter to
vhone back, I evgain told him te usve Fahn, the rerorter, tave the call. I was % le,
knowing wust ol what I nsva 1 geva gou, tn accurstely describe the contents »f the
sttoechments, for L ned not givem you ell th- FEI rerorts, some not being directly
related to what 1'd asked you to do for me. I invited them to come and see the others,
or to send a Xetrome 1a man from DC, ete. In short, sfter I ocutlined the Freedom of
Informstian sct, atopas tiis and more like 1%, it beceme obvious to them that tuey
were involved in s mess, & nlsglarism, end they raised with me tbs ruestion of
dameges. I told them this wse premsture, tiat 4if I desirec %o deel with them oc thet
basis it would not te by suech open and frenk talk but throuzh a lawyer, eni I



suggeated tual woile tuis was resl snd very serlo ¢ +r we, other hhings Leld niznher
orisrity, one being preventing furtber demsge, On damege I suggested tuelr manager
snd eo'nsel think it over. Trey continued prazsing on this, either formselfe-
~rotection or from since concern.

I expect tasm ts bo sending e everytaing taey asve. 1*11 ther ba in a2
catter poaition to evsluate the extont of demage, to me and o wnri om too 1enansl®
nations, end what must be dome. Adso, the extent of Sxolnick's corruption. This is
%o include teves, releasss, the suil end c¢lippings.

lest nigat my reportsr friend, who ¥mew imedlately this weo my moterisl
bacsuge lonz age I hed bpth backgroundad him on tnis end ssked his help (vhlch he
eould not offer, his employment telng ~het 1t is), phoned to updote me.

Ahout toe time ycu end he were In tcouek, perbeos Just e little lster,
Skolnick tried te irterest o WEBEM reporter through & farwout type WHEW enginser
4n nds class, “e hea tecn ln taush with tbhiz repotter off and on, arperently 1~ toe
hope of pulling ni= rning on FBEM end getting i+ ted to CBS. He seems to bove awitched
%o VCFL only when it beceme clear this wee not %o bea his.

Hare I tell vou whe$ Fou mpy Xnew from vour zwn Chiecnpo exporiences: In
thet lovely clity of nescs, tranguility snd noliticel fre:dom, voBL is koo 88
Maynr Dalsy's stotion. The fire reporters with tine slightest unorthodoxy, tte falnte
est sugrestion of politizal free tainking, and reperters ~f such cheracter 4hey
1-mediately set better Jabs. The mejor reveorting of tne conspirsey trisl or “DRY
end 21} the stntionc 1Y fad, waich is msny 1€ not mest of the zll-news siations, is
puch & WOFL slumnse. The most perrlexing single usetion %o rpy frisnd is bow thle
got sired at ell on YIBEY #CFL, eepecielly xith tueir perticiation. I ~n vot aure
T share ue inference, but I do repert it.

New Skolnick hms gotten down Lo thé open expreesion of hics contem~t feor
81l of us working on e cnn8, Unfortunstely, in thia interview, whizh I em getiing,
thnt ceme &fter ks taping, btut I 8a slec getting s ceme from tuay reporter. ie
begsn with fine~-sounding ccndescsnclon sbout us buf:ie tein- slefless is smeteurish,
ete., vna weund up calling ue incomretent tut tpat woul: end not tast nls greet and
unecuslled tslents were being wrplied. #nd this, mind Jou, gftar i he cleerly had
heg 1t from +COL, after Lis call to me. This bavrened to be 8 g0dd, an! ernerienced
reporter who knew tae right suestions, like Lov you go ebout Tiling such & suig,
wbet bes to bes done, etc., end in =VEry single -uostion Skolnick failed. In el other
ereas be hed cnly evesions. TLere sre ot least two Skolnick interview tapes 1'11 be
getting and 1f tioeae do nothing slse thaey'll tell you the kind of guy he 18. I dnubt
you'll hsve snytulng else to do wiik him sfter hesring tuefl. T alsp %ored Lls cone
versation vwita me ond taet will blo* ycur mind ss I blew bis.

Skolnie: did get coples of wepsterweld's Bolden file, end be seems to Lnew
ugel it seleactivelys, Bul 1ls s very trusting guy, &: he is slsc a vory dezent oune, He
elec bes en unerring instinet for ¥NT avery phoney, not from &ny character Tault or
evil {ntent tui becruse ne i& serisus about tais, wsnts all the belp He can ze%, sud
teceuse ke is so trusting. tie did not toll we of being iu toueh wita Skolaick until
g few days 0&0. +1 wes just tefore Sknlnieck filed the snit.

Wy ourch is thet, whsther or not it will work, tols teing tuet kind of
sosring ego, “CFL will try end pressure Skolnick to withdre® bnls sult. 12 ke doesn't,
I'11 asve to give serious eonsideration to going %o Cgicego to toke cara of ain
publicly, So thex end that he is completel: dieassocieted from the mmfs critical
community. The purpose will be not vengesnce but to mininize the damags of aig
jneviteble defeat in court. dewnwbile, he is now calling repo ters wio sak bim

guestions eiiher FREI or fecret Service egntel



It 1s » mess. I knew you 444 not intend it, It he: elsoc further i
disilluminned seversl sincere critics who heve been in tcuch wish ue, Who
acuslly veliebed this could be 2 sarious, visble suit fr~m the AP story snd the
“CFL backing. But in the Arcilves, wasre I we: tio doy the story Lroke, they vere
slughing about it.

Shoulé tuey not have, from & lsgel point of view? Lere is & man wmho
Lad never written tuem = laiter, cover wuuds a re,uest ot tiem, cLarging tuem with
suppression. Waat stending cen %thet Lave in ce.rt. E:zpeclally woen if the
Saecret Sarvice has snything, me I s~ counfident tuey de, ou Volle, tasy dig uot
give it to the Comdssicr snd it is nct ir the Archives., I Go know the Sec:et
Service end on tuls. Hawe vas no reeson o t8ll yeu end I got i% after I finished
toe writing, after you left “hicago. And 1 slso balisve it. it is ss loglcal and
reezonsble, from taeir soint of view, a= naythinz cno ha. 3y the #8yy tiudy nlso
are =lughing at Skolnisk's sult, But tiar do not, genarslly, lough at the possiw
bility of suilte amainst them, =3 vau =111 laara whan voun are hera. They <o not
want serious snes san thils subjecs,

Riis ponr Skolnick 1s sick with his awn deformity and en ancrmous ago.
It is tragic thet he csnrot se his svnerently fire mind for reslly constructive
murnaczes but mermite kis agm 4o daminate 14, If he coniinued s he sterted he'd
bkavs sccomplished worthwhile tidngs. The word L get is tiet with ais ef oris
failins to sttraet the %in: of streniion iz first succsss g2oty Lo Legen u ind of
deveretion demrnd Tor atventicrn,

Beld, il new hos bresifret. Plesss snswer toae gquestiona * Lave
osxed you as conpletely me yon can, zat o both.

Dear tiary,

I soould have filled you in on this sonn'r. The letter is to toe
friend from whrm Sknlnick got my COUP msterisl tn

I ) . 2% he ured in bros‘cssts apa 2]
exe suit of which you rotatly heard. After you neve read tois, rlease return it

for my Russ file. I taink tae suit really will die en? we'll nnt b
k t: B I n7 10t be real b
ty it. If it dnesnkt, we will be hurt,. PHLy Bury

"



