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3/21/69
Deer Russ,

The lingering, tiring effects of a fever heve slowed me down and
delayed answer to your valuable letter of the 16%h. which did arrive promptly.

There is*much to the Pelmer column. I may quote from it. It is con-
sistent with what * hsve written and believe. Do you suppose he might develop
en interest in this aspect of the case?

Jerry Pipson's CIN story of 3/11 likewise contains quotes * have not
seen in the perhaps hslf-dozen other sources I check regularly. I know I will
be using thet. When you see the bonk, agsin you will see thet thie 1s con-
sistent with whet I have thought end still do. (I have hesrd nothing about when
copies will be aveilesble. They may not initielly be delivered to me, If they go
to enother, who is in Weshington, I hsve asked that one be sent you immediately.)
Any by-line stories like these csn be quite vsluable. Even the AP stuff is bteing
s1iced where it is used, For exsmple, my best source on the good series that
whore Gavzer is doing is a paper thet does not even get the "A" wire. Most of
the mejor pepers either suppress or edlt,

Before + gat intc the rest of your letter, L nave now read the
" Autobiography ~f Malcolm X", By accident, s copy was sent me with sn awful
collection of junk by mistake, instead of copies of OSWALD IN NEW ORLBANS. ¥y
ilness hes given me time to read four or five books. I think those who read it in
the full flush of guilt-feeling when it first a-peered would do well to reread
it today. You mey find my belief unwlecome, but this men was a philosophical
fascist (which has no besring at sll on his esssssinstion or who wented 1t end
was or was not responsible f~r it). HBe 1s fim, unchanging on this. The only
changes he acknowledges ere tacticsl, superficlal st best. His mark is only to
visible on the current irrstionsls. They %ake thelr doctrine from his. If you
doubt me, I ssk you to_reread the hook eriticelly, meking every pessage that you
think at a1l dubious. You will find the firmest dedication to der fuehrer prinzip,
pure Hitlerism in his sttitude to women (which does not chenge). He tailors
faet end history to suit higggg and Haley, uncriticelly, repeats it, I slso have
and will read "Melocm X Speaks", If I chenge my mind, I'll let you know. I do not
expect to. That he could ever go for that Elijeh Muhsmned or his shit is in
itself s sufficient endictment, yet he msinteins his confidence to the end.

Corley's story sounds more then ereiible. In those days everybody
sought Oswald eonzections, His recollection of the smsll arsenel gound in Vellee's
cer is meccurate., 1 cannot now locate the first two stories I got on this, beck
in early danuery 1967, but both, from two different pepers, were consistent bn 1t.

‘The license number NY 3110RF theens nothing to me, but 1'll send it to those who

have done an excellent job of isoleting numbers. “hen uke Heater's fsthser,
though a NYC police captein, told him thers was "sn FEI freeze on information
ebout the license plate", he reported what heppened in every similar cese of
which *+ Xnow. The FBI foreclosed everybody end thereby kept control of what was
end was not developed end reported. While 1 do not doubt his word, that the FEI
told him the "freeze" wa et the reyuest of the Secret Service, I do not belleve
thet at the time he spoke tc the FBI this could have veen true, The FBI was,

by then, firmly in charge sni the SS performed but minor, eubsidiary réles.
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The lswyers who represented Valle could provide lsads. And this is
the sort of thing in which the Secret Service might have figured, to ksep
everything the way the government wanted.

I doubt he'll ever find his originsl Vellee materisl. That sort of
thing was never overlonked, especiaslly with the TV stations. It all seems to
have disappeared, everywhere.

Can you get him to go further with his beliefs about the vigilantes?
He mey very well be right. I would be willing to believe that in Chicago they
could be semi-officiel. '

I will ve following this further with the Archives and will keep
you posted, if enything developsim :

There is an increasing tendeney by the richt to disessociste from the
more extreme elements., + am helping. However, 1 have for too many years vwatched
the unchengjng spots of the leopsrd to believe he will suddenly mske his own
"econks". We 11 see. ‘y prediction remeins that Bastlend will try and make this
a hig, red desl. His owmn support would not want it. They went justificetion of
what cannot be justified, their insane beliefa. He is true to the culture
from which he springs. We'll see. His committee begen thatkway, with Dodd and
Butler, as I told you preparatory to your meeting “utler. These unimsginative
wretches tend to repest themselves and they genuinely believe that awful stuff
they preach. 1 have no doubt that Eastlend is cspsble of really believing the
hit on King was "red". I would not be 8t n1l1 surprised if, sfter the Sirhen
trisl, they come up with Duarte? Nothing is ~ver bankrupt to them.

If I get to write the Archives in time, I'1l include,

Our best to you both, #nd sgein thenks.

Sincerely.
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Dear Harold,

Got your letter of 3/12 yesterday,and I still haven't answsred the
one from 3/4. You had asked whether the name in that kmkx CIA story
could have been Leichner. It could have been. I expect to get

to the library & the newspaper offices this coming week, as I have
many things to look up, and I'1l look that up. In this envelope

I'm sending a few King articles that I've gleaned from the papers

I had, and I'll get the rest of them to you by the end of the week.

I talked to B1ll Corley from NBC, and ft's long. TI'll try to be
as brief as possible.

Corley had just recently become news director here 'n November, 1963.

B Prior to 11~-& he had been extremely busy setting up for JFK!s visit
and so was ® very concerned about the cancellation o the trip. As

he recalls, the 'htte House 1ssued a cover story saying that JFK had
a m'1d colde He sald his years in Washington had taught him to be
very suspicia s of mild colds, but his suspicions were agllayed, as

he recalls, when a few days later there was some large change ‘n the
Tnternational sttuation. He saltd that change sxplatned to hits
satisfaction why the presfdent had had to remain in Washington;
although that wasn't, of course, necessartly true. The first he

heard of Vallee was an anonymous t1p after the assasstnatfon, in

which the tnformaht sa®d the real reason F K hadn't come to Chi.

was that someone was going to k11l him here, and that he should

look into Thome s Vallee. He at first thought the guy was a kook

who called him, but as they checked *nto 1t he became intercstdd,

He felt that mxmmx¥f® there mfght be a connection between Vallee and
Oswd d, but even 1f there wasn't 1t was a story of local *nterest
and had the interesting twist that here was a guy from the Right
obviaisly planning to do the same thing Oswald d*d.He recalls that
they devoted so much time and effort to the thing that he became

the bruht of several jokes at NBC, other affiliates were joking that
he thought he had the solution to the whole assassination.

He recalls that the initlal foray for mxidmxE informatfon gave him
the facts that Vallee had been picked up with the 2,000 rounds o
ammunition, a knife, and a small arsenal in his car; that the car
had the Newfork l3cense plate #BS11ORF, a nd other informat®on that
we have: mflitary service, pol*tfcal afftliation,etce He called
NBC News in New York and asked them to check the license number for
hime. They apparently forgot to do 1t, and when he didn't hear from
them for a couple days, he asked Luke Hester, who had come from

New York, If he knew anyone. Hester's father was a police captain
in New York C%ty, and Hester satd hts father could certainly get 1%,
Hester's father shortly afterward replled that there was an FBI
freeze on informat!l on about the license plate, and that Luke would
probably get a v*sit from the FBI about 1t.

Al hough Corley wasn't sure of the exact day, he remambers that 3%
was a hollday, most like Thanksgiving (11-28), two FBI men went
to Luke Hester's home and asked him why he was checking on that
license number. Hester satd his boss had asked him to do it, and

the next day, 11-29-63, the agents went to ses GCorley.
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Corley satd that the ‘nterview was exactly as the FBI men had
presented 1t in the repa t, with two exceptions. They did ment*on
names 'n t he interview, that's one. But the other s more intrfguinge.
Ca ley remembers no such difscuss?! on as the freeze being plk ced on
the license # because of some connectfon wt'th Oswald. He recalls
no such thinge As g matter of fact, he says he lafer talked to
Marlin Johnson, FBI chief here, and Johnson only indlcated to him
that the FBI freeze on the license number was done at the request
of tne Secret Service. To his recollection thers was no reason
given for theR freeze, and that's what intrigued h'm about 1t,.
He says he feels the statement by the FBI agent about that In the
report was merely "him telescoping two or three thtngs into one
report."

He could add nothing more up unt*l the t*me that Vallee went to
court. He satd that Valles was represented by two attorntes, and
as he remembers 31t they were not regular Crim'nal Cowrt type
lawyers, although he couldn't remember who t hey were. He sald
that wh en he was asked by the NBC managemer t about the overtime
devoted to thatcase he just!fted 1t by saying 't was a story of
local *nterest that involved a right winger planning %o do she
same thing Oswald, the left winger did. So there was no doubt

in h's m'nd that Vallee was planning to hit the president.

He satd he tried to lao ate their original informatton on Vallese,
but hadn't besan able to £*nd 1t. He sa'd 1f they could locate
1t he'd let me know and Iceould look at 1t. He says sas far as
hets concerned he could find no link between Vallee and Oswall ,
but 1t's st 11 an open case for him and if I find anyth*ng solid
he wants to know about *+t.

He was not at all surprised at the tales of disappearing files,
letters, and break-ins. He suggested I tighten my security.

He added a new considerat®on, though, he sald that there are now
operating a number of self-styled vig?lante groups == right wing
of course -- and th,t In his opinion they have the capability of
breaking into my apartment and tapping my phone. He sald he's
hoping to catch one of these groups fn action so he can na'l them.

He sa'd that he has no 1dea why the story was not reported before
he got the t*p, but wouldn't speculate about a blackoute When T
po‘nted out that the FBI agent's interview with him was dictated
on 2=9-69 and the first newspaper account was the next day, he
sald what probably happened was that the Da'ly News had a contact
at the FBI office who toX them that NBC was devoting a lot of
time to thts story, and they figured they'd better get on 1%, too.

That's about da.1 for Corleye I talked to Henry DeSutter, finally,
yesterdaye. DeSutter works for the Da'ly News. He said he'd try
to help but d*dn't see how he could be much help. He dtdnt't sound
very interested, but then he was trying to get the idea over the
phone, and I £find th's whoke affalr too complicated to explain on
the phonee. So I wrote him an explanation of what 1t was all about
and a rather angry plea for his help; I think 1t'll change his

mind abam t the urgency of the matter.
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Something else occured to me. The Datly News artfcle says "Federal
agents moved Tuesday to question a North 8ide mans.."Now etther thhy
were in fact referring to the Corley questioning, or there %ssome-
where in the Warren Commission f*les an nterview with Vallee.
DeSutter may be amkim able to supply the answer,

It was very good to hear that you'll be able to send a copy of

the booke Do you want 1%t back? I expect L'1l be able to make

a copy or two of the copy. I think that'll fac*litate my talking

to Bevel & Coe about 1te I regard thelr whole scene and way o

lifer as a polttical intrigue and hesitate to get personally ‘nvolved
with them for fear I'1ll kick one of them In the teethe So simply

lending them a copy of the m=® mss. or parts of 1t would be nmuch
safer,

For what 1t%'s worth,I would agree with your predictions on Ray, etc.,
with one exception. It hasn't been played much ¢n the press here,
but a radifo report that T heard the other dgy on the Eastland move
Indicated that he wasx plannirz to go tnt o the questton of a
conspiracy xm on the right in the King sssass*natton. So my
analysis would be what T predicted to Butler when I spoke with
him after the Conway Show and what I sald in the revised f£*nal
article of Who Kflled Malcolm X: that perhaps Eastland and these
other Right people In Wash'nghton have decided 1t's a propttiars
time to disafftliate themselves from the Radical Right, and so now
they'll start to hit the "extrem'sts" of both stdes while the
dummi es applaud their good sense.

Hope you're feeling better. We've been lucky. Although we've
kept up a pretty brisk pace (not nearly as brisk as yours, thagh)
all winter neftther Lita nor I have g otten sick.

That's all for now. Say hello to L1lltan f or both of us.



