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Harold Weisberg
Rt, 8, Frederick, ld. 21701
1/22/713

Dear 5y, Trumbo,

Late one of the nights of your ap.earance before the ibuse Un-dmerican Comvittoe
I angwered a imock at my irlington, Va., bome and found Duytryk there with & man with
whon § had worked sa a Senate investator, Charles iramer. Kramer came right to the point
when I invited them mxuﬁ“ﬁmm help against the commdttee.

I could and did supply’it, whatever they wanted of literally thousands of Jours of
research for what would have been the first book exposing the Unhmericuns, including what
I needed for my own protection. I have ncver seen uny of tlis precious m.terial sinee,
never heard from hrumer or Imytryk, and the book was no longer possible, If I recall
Dmytrige's subsequent history correctly, I presume this is all new to you. He finked.

Your group did not fight as I urged, and the rest is history.

Tou could have wome I hud a tougher Tight and did. They paseed a law still on the
books %o get me and an ascociate now dead, convoiced a special grand jury to indictz ne,
held up the appointment of &he U.S.Attorney for the District of Columbia to insure indiot=
went. Although still a brash kid, I tock the grand jJury away from the prosecution and did
what I think has not since been duplicated, forced the indictmemt of a committee agent. lies
was forced to cop a plea for him,

Like you, before this I was what came to be called a premature snti-fascist. I learned
very young — before I was old emough to cast my first vote — that the weak surviive the
powerful only by never defending, by attacking. I never defended myself against Dies. I kept
attacicing him. The committee has never dared print my testimony. In order to fight the
only way I could awvoid suffering your f te I had to fight my aswociate, a man old enough
to be my father, an expericnced and competent lob » without compromising his connections
with the trade-union movement; our Batabloshmentarian lawyer; the wily prosecutor, who
kept lealdng to wy friend and lawyer what I was doing in about a week of grilling by the
prosecutor and the overtly reactionary mowbers of the grand jury; and the powerful forces
of whom Dies was but one. In the end, this prosecutor, later chief war-erimes prosecutor,
had so much reapect for me that he gave me copies of those grand-jury minutes against me
by others, including DMes, that i might in the future nced.

So, 1 introduce myself by telling you what might indicate that you suffered more than
you necd have, I think you did. I tldnk you could have won,

The cost of that night to me was much more than the loss of the enormous effort that
went i 4o the research for the book, I soon lost my job. I was then news and specialeevents
director of a radio statlion owned by a friend who was much in my debt, He had been editor
of a wagngine for which, prior to Fearl Uarbor, I had been Washington correspondent. He had
had the courage to print the definitive investigations I did on Vazi eartels and related
espionage. (Some was so hot thak nobody would touch it.) When he was fired for it - big
mw&ﬁmsﬂumbadtﬁahﬂofinﬂuammdlhnrtwoft}m-lgothima.gppd
?obmﬂamﬁngm.nuingworldﬁnrn,quomdupinOSs.Imasgd.gnadtohimtlm.
And my last as:ignment before medical discharge and rehiring as a civilian consultant, was
cribbed gnd appeared as the movie 0S5, in which Cagney .

Prior to Dmytryk's visit I had survived Dies and a inside the State Yepartment
to which I had beon trunsferred on the splitiing of 0SS, the other part becoming CIA. You
may remember that incidemt. *t was the first of the uajor "security” cases, in which 10
people were fired for no glven reason. All but two of us were Jews. One was married to a
Jew and the other was a case of mistaken identity. All were over-educated intellectusls
who imvediately wim looked for ways to run. I drew a najority imgutwies together, arranged
free counsel (the late Yhiman Amold and Ab: Fortas) and by fighting the right way, again
won. “hen I could be employable after this history yet lost employment with a friend after
trying to help you and your fellow victims, it se med obvious that I could no longer exist
employed by others. This brought about a major change in my life thet I think could moke &
good bock and a movie, a combination of The Egg and I and bp, Builds His Dream
House, I decided to become a famer, in the thourht that farine. at leaat. wanlsd nag ha
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farming, of all impossiblo things, was ruined by the military, leading to a precedent
lawvouit I believe was used in the recent Los Angeles sirport lemsuit. I cecided to return
to writing, vas writing a bool about what had hap ened to us, when Yohn Kennedy was assasp-
ainated, and that, toc, nmade a major change i:n our lives,

All of this, for the first tiwe in years, came back to me after I met Anthony (uinn
at the .serican docksellers' Association convention tids pest June and he gave me a
publisher's prowo of two chapters of lis L@¢k. In then he aludes to this period and to
the Scottsboro Yase, that inaccurately. I kuew about it from having taken in the man who
was really respousible for the Scottsbure defense, iouis VYolmen, a former writer who was
working for the Iunternaticnal Labor Vefense on behalf of political victims, Colman's pay
wag $15.00 a wedl, so I invited him to live with me. C

I wrote .uim's publisher abokt the factusl error so it could be corrected, wrote
sainn separately, waatoldbymmmthatwhttermhm&'fomwm. and,
I huve heard notldng from hin since.

This, by the way, is not a "touch" letter. Becguse it may so ocasily be miginterpreted,
it is not ensy o write.

When ihe sdlitary ruined our famuing and with it my wife's health, when s courtroom
wictory and the later effort of the Secretary of fefense himself could not end it, 1 had to
liquidate the farming. I got an agent in “ew York, had a handskske deal with & publisher
for a book that he and the agent thought would make a movie, and then JFK was ascassinated.
Fron ny investigative and political-snalysis experience in intelligence, soue tiinhks were
obvious probabilities ‘o nme. Imtnwagentalendandmmandpmpﬂyhstwamt
in a wildly hystorical reaction. It turned out to be valids nothing other than sycophancy
was publishable, The next six agents I apiroached would rot touch the subject of assassina-
tions, I became my own, got a contract for a book, coupleted it 2/15/64, the first book on
the agsassination and the Warven “owmdission, and while the publisher was still drooling
into the till, telling me that without advertising the saleswen had advance orders for
about 25,000 copies, he brokc the cont act, “o didn ¢ even return the manuscript. 1 had
to reconstruct it. I'd written in such haste that I7did not have couplete carbons of all
of it,

I digross for what might amuse you. In the course of acting as my own agent after
tris.lmdnamatsmmdlikaafbmmmmmtuiﬂxthssamﬂvming t for chapter
use of parts of the book, which is titled WHITEWASH: M REPURT O THE WARkEN REPORT, The
Post said it preferreddsaling wme-uith an agent, arrenged for Max Wilkinaon, of Littauer
&Hﬂ]dnmntnmpmmtms.mﬂinamttarofmkathadaalmuﬂ,m to
Willkdinson, Thits baffled me until The Watergate Caper. A history Eﬂ snchist
proapted an interest in it. The most superficial inquiry showed inciding with my
going to Littauer & Wilkinson, B. Howerd Hant, then working for CIA, also became associated
withthm.mm,aaﬂidthelead:mdmm. said Oswald had to heve been intelligonce.
Because all of this must sound parencid, I attach a photocopy of “nt's biography from Who's
Who for 19645, marked. I can supply my notes of meetings and correspuondence with the agency.
Under a variety of aliases, Hunt makes the same repromentstion, as in Contemporary Authors.
be was with CIA, engaged in domestic intelligonce, until the last imlf of 1970.

Ultimately, I was forced to print WIITEWASH mysclf, I tldnk I invented the "undere
ground" bock to do it. I% became & best-seller in that format and in reprint, Detween
eliminating the need for commsercial publishers, maldng a success of what more than 6O
publishers refused to publish after favorable editorial assesoments, and persisting on a
subject about which the government was really uptight, I brousht down upon nyself a power=
ful curse. I am as close as one can be to unpublichable,

The net result has been virtual benkruptey and no procpect at all, I have been cheated
out of large sums by publishers and wholesclers and am without the weans of hiring: lawyers
to do anything avout it. I have copies of editions in reprint nover accounted for, {or one
example. lail fraud is con onplace, The Post Office has agreed, bas taken one of the cases,
and has fallen silent. They won't even tell me to indulge in sexual self-saticfoction, And
to complicate it a bit more, I have had the temerity to suc and beat the FBT and the Vepart-
ment of Jugtice,_l even got a swwary judgement agninst them in one ease, deslins with the
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on tils), sbout $35,000 in dabt, have an expectable incomu of about 2,000 a yeur, carn.u
by =y wife in partitime employment (this is about 4/5ths of what it takes to service my
debt), and continue to do the commercially aud pelitically unpopulsr work I bogen when
JFK waz ldlled, Most of the non-Orwellian work on the subject has besn done by irresponsibles,
another hondicap. However, I have preserved a reputation for integdity in it and have
developed sources in what is regarded as “the other side", including a falr nunber of
local cnd federel officials, trwer FLL agumnto, prosecutors, oxperts, ete. As a result

I have what was withbeld from the sarren Goundseion, the most cignificant of which is not
verbal but officisl documents that were supprossed, Hothing was obipined clindestinely,
Hy files inclwide, I would estimate, perhaps 15,000 pages of FBL ruports. There are at
least 2,000 of them I've not yet had tize to rced. (ntdl rocently I worked a 20-hour

day, but I now try to sleep sbout six hours.) If a tan persorally and emotdonally involved
in hio own work ean offer a dispassionate ap raisal of 1%, I'l say you would be hard=put
o find another of its masmdtude. iy ofiice holds 10 file cabinets, all full, zn! there
is enormous overflow in my basemsnt. This doos not count my esrlier work, unti-fasclst
investlzetion before and after Pearl liurbor. It coutains officdal evidence that would not
be credited in a novels “t is, 1 tidnk, tie wmost definitive study of the workings of
fedoral spooks, including but not limitod to the PBI. (I have gazhons of CIA survelllance
of me, to cite another example.)

Whet I an trying to represeut i: between 35,000 and 40,000 hours of work and its
yiecld, I think your own experiencem permiis you to tremslate this iato norunl working
veriods. In theese terms it equals about 20 years of viork.

kedde from the politically-wniclcome JPY aspascination, in the course of this work
I bave developed what might easily neke 20 socinlly-useful booly soversl with movie
potential, As I gge and realize I'1]l novor be able to write them, whether or not from me
they can be publishsble, I have sturted to give vome sway. I zove one to a bluck writer
uho promptly lost his public-relations job with Bastern iirlines in New York. if you think
this 1s peranoid, I'1l send you the tape of hio telling mo what hopvened to hdm. inother
to the vife of s senior Zuntam editore. If you doubt {this, eall Walter Ulanze at Bantam
in Hew York, T65-0500. Still anothor can nalke an updnted Citizen Hane, about a much
richer man than dearst and from his former chief of security, a former FBI agent. idike
thds, sovernl of the non-fiction properties l.nd theyselves to Tictionsl treatmont,

At least one might nake a IV seides, ol the anti-cop!handlsd Liley ﬁﬁﬁg, _ Tre ‘his
guy is real and & friend, the most honest crouk I've ever not. Most are topical today.

But I can t do anytidng with thems I would like to be able to,”in part, of coursa,
to be able %o survive abd continue with the work that I u%one en doing today, work I
regard, rightly or wrongly, as importunt in amy ld.ndd%ciaty. All of these proporties
not part of my worlc on the assassinations and their consequences are, I believe, in thome
selves, worhkvhilc endesvors that can either help make a botter soclety or help deter the
increasing authoritarianian I foresaw yoars ago and have trisd to combat.

In a sense, I an in sometling like the position in which you were at the tiusor the
opening of this letter, but with considernbly less itterary talent, Tho uuique thdng you
were able to do is beyond my duplication,

S0, I write in the hope tiat you may be able to and willing to help in whatever ways
you can,. liot for a touch or financial lhelp &f any ldnd but for assistance with what I
think 1s workhwhile in today's world snd can meke its own way. I have enough to kesp a
erew of yoyng writers going for years. 1'd like to be ebls to keep going wyself,

I can t asic you to invite ac out tlore so I can discuss these things with you vecause
I con't think of paying for the trip and there is uo longer intorest on the caupuses in my
voric, hence no speaking engagomento. [ have not bogin Yo encapsulate the vast that might
interest you for other than literary jurposes. Exmanle: how I broke up the neo-Tascist
Senate investigntion of fhe movie iadustzy in World War II, by a Senstor who had been a
friend (possible because of unpaid promotionsl work I'd earlier déme to help the movie
Confessions of a lazi Spy). Nor have I encompassed the full swoep of my recent woris, of
which one ﬂ_\_uatmtion ie oy confidential reluationship with Janes Bar, Ray. I have domens
of hours of taped interviews with ldm, members of lis famdly and former naspeiates, several,
like hin, interviewed inside muxinmu-security jailse 4 book=longth babess corpus petition
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f£iled in his behalf 12/4/72 is almost entirvly from my investigatlon Al QUUET HUIke
Without huving ever wet or corresponded with hin, I was able Yo got hin to ask a lawyer

I trusted to represent him alter Perey Foreman put him ausy. When this fricnd twmed out
to be both irresponaible and disspirited, a young lawyer who hag yet to huve his first
client or lis first case and I did the entire job. The lltararyrlghtamminmins aside
from what becones pubhs. dorain in cort. My correspondence with Junmes llay ils bool=longthe
{Ties, by the wuy, 1s work entailing soume personsl danger, for L have l\ qrn_.qx just about
everything except who pulled the trigpger and by whom he was pedd. Onlnarily I isnore
threota, and I lnve mceivod some sophisticated one, like the plyying of the soumitrack
of Shane to me by phone at 2930 a.me in this case, ospecially because of ny cirvunntunces,
I suapended investigation at thie point.) Juat today I ot a lottcr Crom a man fromed
because of his carlier association with Jemes. I enclone a copy, asein %o eatablish ny
bona fides in vhat must seocm egotistical or paraneid, and in confidenecs. I think what
heppenel to hinm could make a boolk, perhnns a movie, 1 have it all in his writing and on
tape. I interviewed hin inside Leevenwarth this past Meye The Larry in his letfer is
Larry finley, ol the Chicago Dedly News (312/° 521-2121), John is Jomes' brother, olso
Frused, &lso in Leavonworths

Pleasc do not assunc that I open this lotter with reference to my efforts to help
you and your ascocistes when you were in distress Lecause I consider that you owe ne
gsoncething. Yhat wae not nmy purpose and it is not my feeling. If I can take fime to help
habitusl criminals when they become wickims of official corruption because of the
prineiple involbed, it should bo obvious that in a case like yours, without criminal
taint and of political motive, neither them nor now did or do 1 belicve that victins are
in any way indebted to any whe mipht try to help. I would, in frot, argue that such
help 1s selfish, the a men justifies his life.

You are, today, o bit older thon I, fou have your own life =mnd ils ¢omends end
deaires, vozhaps your oun vork und your own problomss Az of ihe lavt timo 1L saw you on
&V, T thduz with Cavett, you secmed vigorous end energetic enough. but I know hou the
years wear one, having livec 60 of them pretty fully. LI you can do nothing, I can
underatand it, oand you owa me no explanations, either,

I eloue with a suggestion I hope you wili not regard as a mouse's cance uwa.x.-d
a glant, I am one of your early admivers. I think the time i8 propitious
do with The Remarimble Andrew what you have done with such success with Jcmmy Got H:l.s
Gen, Totaey's tevn-ngers and youmg adulys need it as I needed it and other sreat work
of that era (not all by men who have preserved their integrity, sy curt bow end swirling
cape to you!) when I was in those years.

Sincerely,

liavold Weisverg
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