Dear David, ' Y/ 200 14

I find a letter like yours of the 25th, despite wha% from your point of view
is sertainly intended as undefstanding and patience, deeply disturbisge. So muech so that
while I's awakened at 4 a.m. to be able to complete ome of the last and & complicated
chapter in my Watargate book, The Unimpeachment of Richard Nixzom, I've lald it aside
because I'll not be able to coacertrate at least until after I've responded,

Without taldng time to eorrect typos. &

I have lomng baen aware that I come secross like a celf-comceived lymplan, There
was & time uhen those of whom I was fond amd we much younger thar they hid to be to be
ny children used to comsider this avuncular.

But if you wamt what I believe %o bs the truth, it iz mot at all that I have
this enormous self-coneept. Self-gssurance when I set out on something, yes; with a
lorg substantiating reeord. But I do mot regard myself as some kind of gemius. All this
would be so much sasier if I did or could. Yhe truth is more unflsttering to you.

I appear 1o bethis way and to seem this wey becuuse there is so permeating em
i competenss ia the filed, and in no case of which I kmow is the incommetent that in
the rest of his life., I probably referred to politicsl iafantilism. It is trus. Not of
people who are in other aress imsature or politicallly Smumiture,. : ;

It is true that to really obtain any kind of mastery of the umguestionsble fact
- of the political assassimation mors effort tharn almost snyone will imvest im hic lifetime
is required. I'd say that I have put im mor. time and effort thet more tham 10 PhD's would
require and there is so much I don®t laowt ' : _ :

But it is mot true that this kind of tiwe imvestment is meeded to see through
your former friend Trow or Farewell America or ‘so much more you seem to take at face
values Feople doa't amalyze any more. All have precomopptioms amd with emough selfe
confidence and emouzh imagizatior all can ses what ism t there and be cartain of ite

I had some advamtages over anyone else (almost)~in lmowing FA had to be a fake
because I was cognozant of ita first protendedly clandestime surfacing. I tend to apsly
simple tests. “emerality. If I lock out the wiadow and gee raim fallimg I don't have
to vonder, But if I'm told the water is voluntarily runnimg uphill, cun I mot?

Those matters about whiech I have been in disagreement with others im the past
have almost without excepiior been olementale It wus frustrating boyond eorveying to
- try to tell you the feeling when I kmew that good minds believed stale horseshit. Br

~ that others, also bright, were not also dishomest, sick, asif-serbing or a corbination.

The swrest way to unpopularity is being consistently right. The surest thing im
my mind is that only political immeturity (where thers was also homesty) blimded all
others to what in all emses was too soom trus. Not gemius om my part. Prevailing stupdditym
blindness, Lmsaturity, or o) this subjeet an imability o think thirgs ‘hrough, to he
logical, even reasonables :

Tou lid yousaslf oftom, imecludimy im this letier, sas dezeribing Woudstein, both
of whom I know, as "Two dumb lids who didn’t have their feet on the ground.” They are
2ot dumb, they had their feet firmly on the groumd, amd they were -gonfidemilel -
bribed with leaka to them. I have written this, lenz ago, froms my owr experiences to
begin with. You ars mot in contact with the real vorlde Amd I remsin cscentially naive
aad trusting, odd as it may seem, h .

Your proble= is abt that you lack inside knowledge., It is that you ean i disorimimate,
Btween what is reasomable and possible and what isn't; betwsem what can and ezn be expected
to ba comtersroductive and hurtful end what probably won't bes

I also hold other views you may fiud sigplistic. When I scam the political horigom I
have conaiderable difficulty finding politicaims who today are better for the country tham
Teddy Kennedy. Fuck his past. His presemt eoumts. But if you take the worst possible view
of his past, can it begin o be as bad ac thoss who were part of =0 many countlsss murders
and maimings throughout the world, esp. im SEAsia? So why badger him? fuw Beriodieally
in the past I'd drop a note, saying i% roquired no answer, to Fis A&, nawed Martin, I am
sure all were unwelcome. But I gave good informatiom and advice with the probability of
eorrectness s0 great I recall mo error. I have rever beem im his office. I don't thimk



your college nate, Drayme, would either trust we or talk %o me. I'm not sure I want %o
talte the time, oither, b&cams the mamt ndi‘ ’aoine really listened to is so,alighi:.
But I suerantes X COLl{i niow s sdnd, 30 4t e not Zoglnd olosud, saxt Slat I d soy acthing
aboutb h..r.v:'..a..; avsn spolier ba ddm, P
Time 3o cnother factor that swelies mo co Lamutiont as I e with inguivdes ke
yowmz 3o which I razcked se strongdy. You didn't learm fros Trwo. How monmy hot ircns
necd bum rour hands? Thare are wy abons to be walked in, toc,

I am 61e I've lived 10 of the most hollish years on the work of which you laww
and 20, of whizsh 10 coimcide over what you woudd not belisvws Lo & sovel, Gur framoua
famn“ op-Tation was ruined by louw-ilying hrlicopbors, 'ﬂ.ﬂ‘ tdsaderous wy! contingdng
resulia, ‘iy wvife is as econditioned as :’.mlov' dogse And ne Innocont, It woe aloo 5 x‘*;ncially
ruinouse L berrowed 500 for a doun~vuysent o the pnnte:t.' on zmy Tirst bool, I've not
beep able %o fdsh mylugy bia for the Zoef Lecaans of % forbune oot of obich Itre
besn gyosed on nll of vimme 1t would mot be & moTw o.c.;asu;.o& o peration 1f 1t had bees
organizecds 1've nover bomsn oud of debt ik «33 thias tiie, Ao I've bson alle to coiized
gome of vhei is owed ne - and I would ot declaxe baniorupicy = I've el vy debt offe
It 135 2ol seiodhing 1ike 97,500 ody, aboul 3 2075 of what 3t wase

At this voirt I wae laterrupted by a lawysr who is sskiar a» effort to eollset
BOs han 5,000 2 singlo wholapaler oues me, nlus ingerost '

' Ve live below the poverty lsvel, on %wo days os zindiesmge Incoms ny wife hag
emch woak, mlus the gl dvenie fvoa bool: thet iv offsed I condinus %o b*:‘:t-fr.z Lvon
tho erinfer I've not bw*a ;:.bl;; to Tindah paying offs Iu short, even o stanp is o reed
cout L0 uze A{ iy ame, and wilth 5 mcutein acres, 1 mow by hued with secondehund mowsrs,
vwhen g8 currently I have mJ.ed & ausele and whnen a bad beck and arthriiim snd bureitiaz
doa't malm it illeadvissds

But I mresiate I aue, I roscuvch, X widte sl only ialeeguenily an I abed after
AfiT0 aete T ooul Inon day @b would M wost pmozle T lmow B a8 elferd by conplote
what I thisls yeu oun rocopnize as oo of t‘;-; largest tueaks o non hag ever underisioon, I
askz mothdny £l

o1 sayore bnad I gob nolhing axcept 53 at bely 2a the Yorw of cgdwe fron
a fay f'i%&:z) I have at leaat eix hOO.I\ﬂ wedl sharbed, more regcarched amd read for
writing, zoece poing heod fo 1965. 1 do what ot any tiges ssexs ¥ held the pozribdlity
of being mogt useful,

Ia chort I pot ot am intessity of which few »en are capeble and after leag, loaz
years of it, tryirg to be »roductive, fryins to acscceplish what k sdizht be, trrine to
get things on pupor and Srying to aswsisr questicsns frow people 211 cver the werld
becruse I recognize thc:.r mcarj.t:y a..d Tael an ahla.,:at:.m to mont thedr soruisne dzsires,
It is rare when one in concideradas ecoough Bo faclude & robhun-cdiressed w*.rnj,._.;za. This
whil: brele 2nd past 61. ‘v” ycu u:‘c..f“x-'mam:i my Inbolovance of what i really thoughiless-
nezz, 2eosls 1ile you mot ueing your heeds o reelliy bry %o think thisgs thvoush and asking
me to .m‘ml Eime doing their thinking?

Nene of thdo tokes fufe ascoumt am amcwct of -m"x, ofton daily, you would zod
believe possible to get whore we zre on the Hay cese, without & cent cowing iz from i3
and without all =y expences being peid. Ve were the mubject of an exhaustive tax pudite
The autidot siuply eouwlda’t believe tixt I gould truvel scercss the counbryrm ro down to
Rew Crl.ans, over the Dalius, bauk to HeUs and thun cose houws and poead loos that §100
o myself in X0 days. Would you live this way? Or be tolevant whsa you have for years
to be ablv tc cope 24 tu be shle Yo work®

S0, try my shoes for z while, David, end iry stretobing your own mind & bit,
independemily, Yhat you sualloved fron Trow gshould have made you vorit before he geva
you & rortial emctice You gtufl on Farewell Americs will make you ashamed if you are as
bright aud olext ao D othdnk you ars. Sure you went snewoers, and you shouldd huve thum, So
do cotntless sthers. But how such of this cen ome aginzz, tired, overworked snd broks one
men gupsly end do anything else, ineluding nof Losing kds otieace?

Sincerely,



25 Sept 1974

Hello Harold,

Sorry I disappointed you. I apologize for my ignorance, but not for
asking questions. My reason for writing you was to ask questions and
seek advice. I do appreciate what you told me. ;

No, I do not understand a lot of things. But, I do not feel that is
something for which a person is to be put down. I am not too proud to
admit I am not the smartest person who owns a typewriter and I am not
afraid to admit I am very ignorant of many things. I also do not prétend
to have a great deal of inside knowledge. The very fact that I know I
am ignorant is why I ask people for help.

I sent out four letters to four people asking basically the same things.
I got three replies to date...no concensus. Yours is the most humane
RE: The Family. You are probably correct. I don't know. Now, I liked
your line about the other fellow's shoes. Cute. Good advice, though.

Sen. Kennedy's PR man is a person I knew in school. I had a long talk
with him. No, I cannot answer for Sen. Kennedy. I do know how I would
feel if JFK had been my brother and the events had happened to him the
way they have. That is what throws me, I guess.

Sorry for the shock about the family connection to FA. If asking questions
about something I don't know as fact or understand qualifies me for your
nuttery, Harold, your allowances are too damn critical. My point, if one

gets all sorts of statements and charges given as fact--which I have been
receiving--how does one learn things except by asking? I am sorry my asking
upset you, but, I am not sorry I asked you. How in hell does one learn things
otherwise? You see, I respect your opinions and thoughts. That is why I asked
your help before going further with this.

As to the stuff about my not knowing what is real and unreal in politics. ,
Balderdash. Harold, ANYTHING is possible! Two dumb kids who didn't have .begjsidn,
their feet on the ground much less a strong sense of ethics found that out. ™

No comparisons...l am simply saying there is room for dummies who have to

ask questions to learn "facts." You come across in your letter like someone

who sits "up there' with nothing more to lesrn. I don't think you feel that

way. No one should.

Naw, I'm not really angry. I just react honestly. I also admit the shortcomings
that seem to be so obvious.

I will reserve judgement on FA until I have more fact. As for the story on
it, that, too, will have to wait. No hard feelings, I hope.

Cordially (really)

<

JoT o



