* J. David Gmbg

2587 (Melloney Lane Indiana. Penna. 15701

Friday
Harold,

I hope you will excuse my enthusiasm.

It is what makes journalists different than serious
investigators. Anyhow, I do bélieve what I write, sometime.
In your case 1 am most serious. Unhappily, I keep coming up
with kwxe more questions and less answers. Basic stuff. No
one will take time to talk. So, I will probably get back
to the foolish ways of a potatoe patch writer.

Have a good year.
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.mvestigation of John Kennedy's assassination has been shot to
¢ mysterious circumstances in Louisiana, ’
" H. ' Joe) Cooper was shot in the face while lying in bed at his

1ge. La. apartment in the early-morning hours of October 18,
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By JOHN MOULDER
Copyrint, 1974, the National Tattler

ooper carried on his probe up until his
death. He taited by telephone with this TAT-
TLER reporter four days before he died. He
frilowed up this conversation with a letter
detailing his latest findings. TATTLER
received the letter Oct. 15.

One day later, at 7230 am., Cet. 18, Cooper's
beady was fownsd in his bed in his apartment in a
n:dern builiny on the outskirts of Baton
Rouge.

He had been shot once in the right cheek. An
autapsy showed the hullet traveled upwards,
the sluy lodgize in the top of his skull. Cooper
waus right-handed. A 28-caliber pistol was found
oit the Teft side of his body,

The weapon. shich sheriff's deputies said
was owned by Covper. was partially covered by
a rloth.

ooper’s bi- 1y was covered with bed linen, as
L e Fud been <leeping.

Aecirding W Cooper's attorney, Emile
Vo-ber thedi - f the apartment was unlocked

ceened, Weber, summoned by Cooper's
femnily, was
r ified sher::

TATTLER,

sent at the death scene and
U& investivators, the lawver told

pEY

DR. HYPO!IITE LANDRY, the Baton Rouge
L=rish (orones -Id comment on the cause
I deeh pern inz completion of the sheriffs
investization Dr. Landry said he is considering
moarder, suic or accidental death.

: :r's friends and family are
nat shioot himself - either
urpese. He had Leen an
63 since he received military
i in his teens.

' b as thorough ahout this ag
Pat Bonanno, sheriff's chief
: ! newsmen. '

Vtper's wiie, Lillian, was in the apartment

woen tre sheoting took place, She was in the

JOE COOPER in his policeman’s unis

kitchen preparing breakfast whila
remained in bed.

She heard a shot and went o
where she found her Wwusband ¢
discovered that the frant coer
was open. Earlier, i
Authorities say Mrs, Cooper is

“Joe didn’t know when 35
shut,” attorney Weber teid 3.
“There's something mighty seTens el

COOPER'S ATTORNEY, his ‘rien's and
relatives told TATTLER that Canp 2 n
in high spirits and had had no =ecent dom

“T was his atterney and T was b e
Weher said, “We were very o 7
definitely that Jue i net cor
vas in top snirits,”

One of the theories sheriif”
they are exploring was
cidentally shot himself, B
would be highly unlikely
cleaning a pistol whi




vestigators said heavy yunpowder hurns were
found on Cooper’s face.

Cooper, former veteran policeman in Baton
Rouge and in Florida, “was the most thorough
investgutor I ever knew,” his lawyer said.

The investigator, who distinguished hirnseif
in rzval combat in World War 17 and received a
presidential citation, pursued a theory that the
Kennedy assassination was plotted on board a
naval aircraft carrier in August 1063, three

months before Kennedy was slaim in a

motoreade in downtown Dallas.

- COOPER WAS CONVINCED that Lee
Harvey Oswald, whom the Warren Comznission
named as the sole assassin of President Ken-
nedv. was a naval intellivence azent.

. The theory that @ewald was a geverrment

' azent has been explored by other assassination

| experts. Former New Orleans District at-

" torney Jim Garvison, who conducted his own
probe of the Kennedy assassination, helieved
Oswald was in the employ of the CIA aud the
as ination was a conspiracy. -

Cooper’s research into the guests aboard the

- airerait carrier Shangri La led to an eventual
Navy secrecy clampdown on the Angust 1563
junketandavisitby a nuval intelligence agent.
The agent wanted to know why Ccoper, then a
policeman, was interested in the Shangri la.

! Cooper was scheduled to present his in-

“torraation to the Orleans Parish yrand jury o
Julv 9, 1868 — in the midst of the {iarrison

- assassination probe. before he could testify.
the steering post camne loose on his auto and it

erashed into a culvert. Cooper’s back was °

roken in three places. llis daughter had a
ruptured spleen. His wife suffered a serious
head injury.

1 ¢ould never prove the steering had been
tamgered with, but I never believed it was an
accident,” Cooper told TATTLER. i

He told TATTLER be felt his life was in
danger as & result of his sleuthing.

“BUT 1 HAVE GOTTIEN to the point that I
don't care anymore,” le said. “Somebody
needs to get to the bottom ¢f this.”

Tips provided by Cosper ied a TATTLER
reporter te fwo men — one in Baton Rouge and
one near Staughter, La. Both dicclosed they had
been offered $25,000 to fly two mysicrious

passeagery from Dallas to [atin America on

the day Kenuedy was murderad.

Bath wpan mwha ing ;
wfer, ol TATTLER they are convinced the
proposed flight would have heen for the escape
of Kennedy’s assassins. h

Both men said the fiight proposal was made
o them by a Garland, Tex.. man while all three

e Femmnd Aarm the
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were emploved at Ling-Temeo-Vought, the

sprawling Dallas defense plaut.

One of the men interviewod by TATTLER -

was Billy Kemp, 51, a World War IE fighter piiot
and decorated hero,

Kemp was married at the time to Maxine
Kernp, who in 1963 was an employee of the
Louisiana Srate Mental Hospital at Jackson,
where she still works. Mrs, Kemp, a witness in
Garrison’s assassination probe, said that Lee
Tarvey Ouswald came to the hospital and {illed
oui a job application. ; .

The other pilat who received the offer agreed
to ialls enly on the condition thal he would pot
pe identified in the story.

Fle said he feared for his life.

e,

Since TATTLER devored an en-
TN, tire issue "to the continuing
\ doubts shout the Frasidential
A assassination 10 yearss 250,
A our readers and Americans
1 everywhere have bean flood-
4 ing us with tips and theories. .
of conspiracy, mystery and
_ # cover-up, This is anather swry
/7 kenping you posted on the big-
7 gest event of this gen=ration.
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William H. (Joe) Cooper is the 94th assassination figure to die since
John Kennedy was murdered in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. ] :
~ And the incredible circiunstances surrounding many of these deaths
has kept alive the possibiiity that a conspiracy was responsible for the
death of John Kennedy and the succession of mysterious mu ders that
have followed. : : y E ko
Among _those key assassination figures who have died under
mysterions circumstances are the following: e
. ¢ Newspaper reporters Biil Hunter and Jim Koethe were the only

journalists to get inside the apactment of Jack Ruby, the man who gunned .

down §ee Harvey Cswald, Kennery's accused assassin, ;

Shartly after Ruby shot Oswald, they were allowed inside the apart-
ment by George Senator, Ruby's roprmate, The reporters spent several
hnurs going throvgh Ruby's personal effects. Within 10 months, hoth were
killed. : & f o

Hunter, of the Lony Beach Press Telegramn, was soated in a clalr at the
I.ong Beach police stntion when he was shot. An officer explained that his
pistol accidentally discharged. :

Koethe was killed by a karate chep to the throat just six mor the later.
His murderer was never found. 5 A

o Little Lynn (real name Karen Bennetl Carlin) was ihe st stripper
at Ruby’s Carousel Cl ub. She was found shot 1o death in a Hous on hotel.

& Marilyn Moon (Marilyn Mugyar), another Ruby stripper, vas found

- 17,

dead in her Omaha, Neb. home two years after the assassination, She had

been shot seven times. u g

o Ruse Cherami, another Ruby stripper, was struck and killed by a hit-
andrun car in Big Sandy, Tex. . o

o Two other Ruby women — Nancy Rich and Betly MeDonald — died
violent and mysterious deaths, b A

o Williamn Wahley, the taxi driver who u_ar.on up Oswald and took him

" {o his apartment mintites after Kennedy was shot, became the first cab .

driver in almost 40 years to die in a Dallas auto accident.

o liarlene Roberts, Oswald's landlady, testified that shortly after the
assassination, a police car pulled up in front of her rooming house. The

driver honked twice, waited a few minutes, then drove away. Oswald -

retnained hidden in his room uintil the car left. She also knew Tiuby before
{he assassination. Mrs. Roberts' death was attributed to natural causes.

o ‘Thomas ( Hank) Killam’s wife worked for Ruby and his hest friend
lived in the same four-unit rooming house with Oswald. Killam was found
dead on a Pensacola, Fla. sidewalk in the early morning hours of March
7, 1864, Police concluded that he ugecidentally” fell through a plate glass
window and slit his own throat.

¢ Harold Russell, whe witnessed the sheoting of Patrohnan J.D. ._..mw_u: )

when the officer attempted to arvest Oswald, was heaten to death by a
policerman wielding a revolver on July 23, 1865 .:._.m:_vsnu. Okla.




