“11/1/89

m Mr, George Healy, Jr.
Exeeutive Editer
The Stetes-Item
New Orlesns, La.

Dear Xr. Heslp,

If it is the right of the press %o endorss amd oppose candidates
end %o take sides on importsnt issues, it is also the obligsiion, espeecially
when thers is menopoly in cwnership, %o be fair. i beve read the New Grleena
o reporting of the coming elestion with some tsre md believe it %o be a model
W of pertisenship end unfairness.

A ¢eme in point is your story of the 29th beaded "Gerrison Refusew
Television Debate”. 1t relstes to a WYES "panel” show well edvertised in your
paper Mereh 3. I was so outrsged thet e publicly-supported, allegedly “educa-
tionsl" ¥V station would so dishonestly pretend fuir presentation of both
sides with the presentation of three all enemies of Jim €errison end sll working
" sgainst him in the trisl « under the Geceptive title "Press snd Prejudice”~
that I wrote the ststion asking fer faulrmess-doctrims time for respomse. A eopy
of that lotter is enclosed. I think you will find the promises ! m de for the
presentation of evidence and mot personelities = foir ome and I $hink you Imow
me and my work well encugh to understand I would haw dome just that.

Now this was not & panal show of reporters vs district ettorney. It
was guised az o dispessionste sppraisal end eveluetion dy untainted, dispassicnste
ocbgervers (mot one of whom had mede what c=n bes ¢allsd by the streteh of even
& biased imsginstion any serious investigstion of tle fsets ol the essessination
es they relate to New Orleens}. I3 wee false/presented as the cool, deteched
observations of men met involved, They were,”in fucd, ell working for om side.
Therefore, what wes missing was the otber side of $he some cheraecter- & writer
pot 2 lawyer or the vietim. Decency snd the charter and obligatiens of VIES-TY
required this, ee did sigple homor,

It ¢en mo more be lost upem you them it was on WYIS ami those %o whom
1% 13 in beil thet with & perjury echarge pending ageinst lir. Shaw, thera was &
severe limlt imposed on the district attorney. He could pot epesk freely, even
1f it would have beem ressomable and fuir for him to represent the press {would
you have him speek for you?).

WYESSTV refused me the opportunity of ;resenting fectual evidence,
viclated regulations and its cherter by presenting but the single side, =nd
wes so completely lacking in common @ecency ithet it nover respeonied %o my
reguest for a tremscripl. '

"Press ond Prejudice™ would be a good title for en snslysis of the
reporting of the current cempaigm.

_ Sineerely,
ge: Jim Garrison, Wm. S. Baxt Hereld FWeisberg



