3/14/70

¥r. Hugh Sigey

LIPE msgezing :
1120 Connectiecut ive,, n w
Fashington, D.C.

Dser ir. Sidey,

Although it 1o 5 fae2, I do mot weite ¥ou over my dissvpointment tusz
Bo one frem LIFE covered the press conference of whieh I phoned you Wednesdsy, I
writs becsuse of the deep comeern refleeted in your two meost recent editorisl
8rticles. I ask you to econsider the meaning of tihs following in their context,
that of the Sheed review, snd tue epecisl one provided %y toe administrstion’s
native beater from my State.

: 1 filed suit under %bs Fresdowm of Informetion Act %o get wha: the
edminiatration has denied me, the public reccrd of a public trisl of en Americen
citizen, sccused in one of tie most reproiensidle «ni csritminly the most costly
erimes in bistory, All officisl copies of tuls trisel recerd bsve d4dgappeared. e
The feet iz they have been confiscsted by the Depsrtment of Tuebiss snd iied about
by it ond State.

Unususl 83 1% is, almost 1008 of the evidence i{n this extradiction
hearing wves by affidavit. Obvirusly, en ®f7idsvit ca-rot be eross exeninsd. This
seamg ¢t~ have 4isturded courtespreinted “defonse” counsel oot & big, Thd Judse, 4m
his decision, s2id 1t wes bLesed on the offidevit svidence (what else, there being
notbing else?), The totsl is sbout 200 pages,

1 seked the Yeuphis prosecutor for sccese to tis svidence snd he
replied no one would ever 3ee lt. + hsve the letter. The clsrik af the pitien
- court writes fast all coples wers given 1o the “ome Offige for forrarding to toe
Stete Yspartment, Tie Stete Department writes it 8id, indeed, obtein the Spitish
court recorde (tha originels, not copies~no offigial copies remein in Sritsin?)
‘8tate, on resuesy, gave tils set to Justice.

After ignoring myrecuests for & court recerd for 8ix months and stalling
sfter my lewyer wrote them, Xleindienst finaslly wrote they do not bewe Eny coples
of this meterisl rnd even 17 they did 1+ would b {rmume ag rerd of an "investizative®
file (which i% fsn'¢ and never was), But the fact is, ma tha Siete latier proves,
these affidavits originste at Justice, were certified dy 4t ana State, sud Shere can
o no doubt both Lgpertments have and hed thelir omn coples. The Britdsh courts
“Opy was obtained, entirsly improperly, only to remove all coples to which the press
wight obtain sccess. ind the Depuiy Attorney Consrsl is either a very big lisr or
more incredibly, this hes all been fesiroyed or hidden,
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Bhether Ray i{s good or bed, innoccent or guilty, i3 immeterinl.

Thet thig 41d hepren in our country, verpetrated ty the efministration
that i3 beratirg the vress for its ¢leimed deficiancies, is elgnificsnt, Angd that
the press al-est completely suppressed the filing of voe suit ons of tue first
under e pew law) is, I talak, & remarkeble self-indictment, ~

The press confersnce wes well ennounced, on the UFI wire and by my
Phene eslls end personal backgroundings, Three men sppeared. VYBI's filed & smort
piece whose focus waa otier then 4 pare give you. The V¥ashington Prost earrisd not
8 single word,

S0, I aa¥% you, 22 & responsibls memter, influentisl ia your own right
and more se becsusa pf your publication, to ponder the stste of the press, rearti-
sularly beesuss 3% is under attack, when this can hapren, such s sult end such
entirely unquestionable fact, ¢sn be alrost complately suppressed,

_¥hat is the stete of freedom?

To whom oan the people turn for informetion, now cen they lesrn the
feet of how their government is operating, violating i%s own lows, vwhen the press
will not report 412 And I & sugeest thet with the backaround of tais unparallsled
adninlstration campaign ageinst the press, my sult end wust causss it are Ertinent
g2 few thirgs can be.

You ¥now of the Stsnton and Spsdman "responses® (Goodman's just tae night
tefore I filed my suit). CBS and NBEC werse baoth informed, both backgrounded. Both
steyed away. Neithsr found any "mews" op anything worthy eof "commentery®. Neither
wsnted copies of the pepers filed in court,

I mourn 2 sick lend. There is res~m for you on the bench,

Sinecsrely,

Harcld Teisterg




