DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 23, 1977

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 12
Frederick, MD 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Re: Freedom of Information Case #720158

There is enclosed two documents reviewed and
released under the FOI Act as a result of your
FOI request to the CIA for documents associated
with the Warren Commission.

On August 8 I sent to you a large number of
those documents transferred by the CIA to State
for review. At that time I promised that a letter
would follow listing the documents denied and the
reasons for denial. Since that time, it has been
determined that in the interest of maximum dis-
closure all of the documents initially scheduled
to be denied are now being subject to further
review. The enclosed documents represent two
of those documents.

You will hear from us as soon as we know the
outcome of this final review of the remaining documents.

Sincerely,

Kennbth “R" Strawberry
Freedom of Information Staff
Bureau of Public Affairs
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ERN N IR Any’ discussion eof S%o Paulo Treaction to Fresident .:
¢ 3 Kennedy's assassination must -start with one harsh fact;”fh - -
{. nothing, except possibly the passage of time, ¥ill erase " yx

. the ‘prevailing impression of some kina of monstrous plot. ;

R . 1. A few right—wing Paulistas belleve that the Communists were - -

A; : ;

0O,RIO. that the villains were racists, reactionary rightists,

|  and/or the Pentagon and the CIA. Growth of ‘this notion was -

already evident on the night of the assassination, when .
hundreds of persons flocked to the Consulate General with
eXpressions of Ssympathy. ‘A great many opined that the
President had died for the cause of civil rights, oheip
belief was apparently the result of four factors: (2) a -
natural’ human desire to believe that every hero dies for a ..
cause; (b) a Latin American pbredisposition: to believe in S

_ . Dblots; (c) the fact that the nurdep took place in Dallas AR

T aftéﬁ“Stevénson's“bhblicized.experience; (a) the great _—

~ | - publiclty given locally to the,ciVil—rights_struggle. -~' 12

5 - -+~ The original impression was strengthened when Lee

. ‘Oswald was killed under grotesque circumstances., The . ,

; ) Communists and other anti-frerican leftists promptly did .
L} : : ’
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their bit to EXDIOLL this nade-gy

-enjoyed popularitz‘borderinf

~order situation;' Kbhﬁedy-had

'%ﬁ
'S 00 adulation In thig district, ang ¥l
1t‘was'obviouslyvin the ingerests gn
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SvS 0l anti-imarican forces to
demonstrate thai pouarr elenents in U.s. Soclety refused to
-accept him, ppd sround '

WOrK had been done evan befare the :
assassination, Columng in far—leftigt Ultima Hora ang eéven some
. T
Plots" in - the United Siates, Lerftiss columnist Newton CARLOS3,. e
for example, nag bezun a var "1nterpreting"
the readers of Folns
the U.s. and elsewhere%didhnothing;to_help,
and they were Much. quoted' in wire'serviqejstories in SZo paula

carried in liberal, Teputable Folha de S. Paulo had aireqd "rightist
a2ry ihteresting Series ' .
the CIA for (Congen A-165 of December 13, 1963). |
~2-03
Yelloy Journalists in
‘-r'papergu‘
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er the late President's’assassination, o
therefore elaborate explanations or the iﬁghtist/racist plot
appeared In the bress,

Newton Carlos 80t a bool (A Conspiraoao, _
) on the stangs in record:

een.a best-seller ever since. The details of
these lurig exposéd

€ repsated here, since they —
apparently followed the Same line the world over. -Indeed, though
under these ¢lrcunstances one. hesitates o talk

ue and cry,

of the.sensational bress, it pas uncanny
Ultima Hora reflected the European Communist lin
artermath of the Kenneqdy assassination, e
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whatever\the’exblanatib",;  fact s’

. ‘ 1, ‘the fact is that the Plot theory | B
has attained the Status of a myth in Sdo Paulo. rLike other myths, e
1t will be difficult to éradicate. . N N
g S - ‘ U 8

' Having saig this, the racst renalns that the Harren Repopt - B
came as a soliq contridbution ang gz counteracting influence, -1t - ﬁ
is not likely to Compete with Hewton Carlost ore timely volume _g
as a best-aeller, but many Paulistas w113y read summaries of 1t, s
All local paperg gave 1mporEEHE*EGVE}age to the Reportts conclusions, 5
but most remained editorial;y Silent in obvious skepticisy, The &

e

LIMITED OFFICTAL ysp ' T

: .

. T .
Ner e ST Ll - ’

- oo < -
- - . -
re -

R




B = W S

: t‘i‘,"e d‘\’a’

"‘." PR
U3=: @

Y

s
‘m A

O,

Tl do Paulo A-103

Page 3 10-8-64

-

important conservative dally 0 Estado de 8. Paulo Y25 perhaps the
61ly parer to accen

2% the conclusions of tre Report without reser.
vations, and even %he chidf of Estaco had praviously onined over .
television thes there was more to the assassination than net the
€7e. Thls paper devotad much of one Sunday's edition to a2 Portuguese
translation of the Repori's summary, on-the sanme day carrying an
editorial praising the Uarren Commission's work. ' The editorial
declared that. tae Unlted States hed proven itself a true democracy -
by glving the assassination a complete and honest airing. Because
o Estadols g2nerally pro-Americaon image, other papers could have
given more credible approval, but a review of the local press
produces no other Entireljfra§orable editorlals. Ultima Horats
negative reactlon can: be discounted as being predictable, but
even liberal.dailies such as Folha have expressed ther doubts.
Notfcias'Populares, a2 pro-fmerican, sensationalist paper founded
by conservative members of the UDN party to ~éompete with Ultima _
- Hora, 'simply branded the report a whitewash (without giving any . ..
sign of having looked at 1t). . , . v S

‘The Consulate Gerteral distributed its initial ten copies

of the Report where they would reach the greatest numbers of
Influential people. They went to the Governor, tne President ,
of the State Legislative Assembly, the two leading local .judges,
the Rector of the University, the American Chamber of Commerce,”
the three papers most likely to take advantage ot‘ﬁhem;‘and_to s
-the USIS library.," The Portuguese vefs%pﬁ‘%hrgiedw1§,Estado'(from'
Jtexf:sgpplied‘bj”ﬁSIS)”hdabﬁhtéq;yffggéﬁga réat .
'”he:§62$”33ﬁ§2§$eﬂt”énhlatfaﬁﬁﬁﬁheﬁgi ?
, ﬁk{fomnoufméﬁh- MaRY MOTe . ¥ SOO0M s ¥
%111_pagg;p¢¢qféu;;1c1ent1y¥g;spr1bu§gqﬁag 1
Jectivity possible for those with open hinds
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Niles W. Bond
HMinister consul General
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..,..P, s ACCORDANCL YITH CUSTOM KERE NEARLY ALL maass:,ncas"'
¢ - IN BEXICO CALLED .ON ME YESTERDAY AFTERNOOMN AND LAS" HIBH"' .
T3 ERPRESS CONDOLENCES OMN DEATH PRESID‘“’\I; KENNEDY. " THE '~ &4
- 'FOLE SIGNED 500K IN E3ASSY CHANCEIRY LATE- LAST NIGHT BUF-KE. P
"CZECH DID NOT CALL UNTIL TMIS MORNING. RUSSTAN VAS. LAST‘ mL, =
c:.u. PRESISIABLY tn.czxus* HE WAS AWA.ITDG ms*%c*mvs

«rqne

.osg GHEY RUSSTAN . AMBASSADOR ‘SEM ION o qaz 20V CALLED mxs
Amuzs AFTERNOON HE WAS A4CCOMPANIED Bvlr LENS1 AL SR ANDRE G957
.‘;A-,, BND-FIRST SZCRETARY_SYTATOS ZRENZ
gt 15 WYSUAL AS CALLS ARE USUAL L‘! ‘MADE SY AX9ASSADGAS 0\.1.\'.1 -
.. BLTHOUGH THE AM3ASSADOR CUSTGMARILY SPIAXS IN RATHER. m.r'm;,
XECE £ SPANISH OR ENGLISH HE MADE POINT OF SAYING HE WISHTD.TO SFT .‘x,;_u
_---91‘3 N RUSSIAN FOR PRECISION. SPEAKING THROUGH KMUZNETSOVLZt & < aBq:
=% }. YHO-TRANSLATED. INTO SPANISY, WE THEN DELIVERED HSZLF:G5° SR
. RATIM. COLONEL SIDOROV GAVE APFEARANCE. GF CLOSELY KONZSORIN
- SOTH RUSSTAN AND SPANISH ‘STATEMENTS.. GIST OF REHAR4S: wustmrw
‘. DEATH OF XENNEDY WAS A GREAT SLOU TO WORLD.PSACE. mnw:a»*\,\
. DISARMSSENT AND THAT RUSSTAN PEOFPLE AND.SOVIET. eov:.am;m
;' WO ESTEEMED KENNEDY AS A mxvun AND SIATEEP!A.\T"”SHAR‘EB*"
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\.,;-r. I'hm mm:.ssxm rr? HAD- caa:?m.._*r R"‘H“%RS‘::D THE CAL: TE
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