RBear Richard, 2/17/91

Porhaps this is more a meuo to files thun a letter to you. I had coue to the end
of a letter repodding to your note of the,11th and was about to take a nap when a friend
phoned by a forgotten prearrangement. His professionai life is centered around his use of
computers and like other of my friends he's wanted me to start uwing them. So, he cawe and
toof me to his home and he concluded, as I had earlier from my inability to use an
electronic por'tabl(. that & liked very nuch, that it is impossible. I did le:rn, however,
that if I ever get to where for any reason or combination of reasonsI am reduced to ¢ ne-
finger and much slover typing - can onéﬁ.nger use a couputer. So, I didn't 11nish the
letter to you.

Our system with boolk orders is that uil does the paperwork, sélects and stacks the
booka ordered,with labels, and wphile looking at the evening TV news I make the packagess

She had a bad day yesterday, was l.te with getting the orders set up for me to
package, and I did not get to them. Yn arising this morning and sitting and drinking uy
first cup of cotfee I saw at the top an order I remembered, having thopizht fron the return
address that it was not an ordier byt correspondence. It had been both, so I'd written the
letter to go with the order. The man had referred to souethin;g I'd mentioned in one of the
books, I've forgotsen which, that I planned a book titled "Miger to Ride," This, oddly,
had also come up in conversation with the friend of the céumputers.

as D thought of this I also remembered having told you tlpat my files hold nuch that
can be of use or in some instances perhapé valuable.

VWhen I wrote Whitewash I did not anticipate or plan any additional writing on the
J¥X assassination. During the long tine I tried to get it published I was collecting in-
formation on the "Tiger to Ride " book and I still have much of it. Vihat % dou.t have is
whatever Howard i{offman, then a brilliant young student and a friend about who; we felt as
a son may not have returned. Lust + heard of Howard, who# started spending parts of
summers with us when he was in Bigh school, he waus was general counsel of .ucas films
and planning r1:0 muke professional changes.

Tiger was to have been a book on the Kennedy presidency, centering on whygt I sup.ose
I am alone in thinkdng and speaking of as the Cuba, not Cuban, Missile Crisis, with the
shbtitle, The Untold Story of the Cuba Lissile ¥risis. It then was and 1:6&; degree still
is} But in internstional conferences what is coming out is confiruation of my spot analysis
while it uas pening.

In the 055, although I w.s used Tor trouble-shooting investigations and firferent
kinds of analyses, all going back to the series of a.rti“l@es exposing Nazi cartels I did
when L was the Viashington correspondcnt of what was then the third largest picture naga-
zine, Click, mmenberg\—owned, 1 was never a spook. i was an anlyst and researcher. In uy
first cavilian job in OBL I wau used to do what the hDs who couprised most of the atuff
could no% do and often didn't thenk of. They were all area spucialist, Latin americ.. I did



2pt-even. repd

not even read Spanishe I was in the part of 0SH trunsferred tp State and was in State
intelligence for soue years, until I was fired in a pogrom and led the defense of -t;t'
mostly-Jews fired. We were the first major secuz:it# , so-called, f u:rmgs, and to the best
of my knowledge at leust the first to win ecen though fired undea' the HcCarran Rider,
which said we could be rired for no reason at akl, / wao guren = Iy Aocninfs, ¢ Thir
Fprom all of these experiences and the obsurvations I made during that ‘perlod of my
life I reached max{% zc:ncj.bmﬁ.c: 2&?22 is that the president is often the least honestly and
fully ilwozmédmf that he becoues the captive of his advisers.
1 got to 0SS because i got the mumps onge when I went over, the hill, Army slang,
’ Lron near Yow: enth Va.
if you were not ewer in the military, for poiny ubsént without leavey, Ywas being uypped
out of what was nine as'a matteer of lr)::.gﬁxltt,l a furlough on returning tron overseas, and
had gone over the hill to visit with hil.(_mz drove up to sec¢ her family and a nephev,
nosva grandfather, then a boy, had, unknown, the mumps. I ot back to vhere my det:chuent
mas just in time for some of the boys to extend their hands #o } could get onto the
frailer o{ a large Vzmgfype tructor-trailer taking us to the railroad station, Where we
were sent @ suburban Baltinore and when the irmy doetors, inspired by the first #
gergeant, who thought I was still (?Acking‘ for that furlough, -‘creut d ne l#cq\ a gold-bricke
/ Lach anA_Uso 2l N 18 G/ s
‘_gha 1 thpee consecutive days aféel 24 hours of guard duty I went on sick.call,AI ent
over the hill again, was told, by the fauily doctor I had the wumps, phoned. the #HPs and I
wound up in Wulte: 4eed hospit%ﬁ.é. foere for the firj;: tine the Larmy, after about four
months, recognized that I had tho bzmﬂ br.ck with which I entered the ,drmf, hzy}. vision
prob Lm.;,‘szant u/e to the _P]ilitury District of Washirvgton personnel office, where the
personnel office immediately decide: tuat tne place he did not identify by name wus the
place for me, I guessed, told a friend there, who'd been theeditor of Click, li. Hobert
[eogers, and his Division, Presentation, asked I'DW_t:) assign ne there.
Perhaps I'm rambling abit but I think what XX 1‘0]..\ow:; nay be on interest.
Tne first job avaiting ne when oy security was cleared wa$ knowx; ’iizside 0SS as
“THe Paris ease." Four men who'd volunteered for an ainost certain-deat}}’ behind Nazi
line in ﬁ-ance had been, Gencral Jonovan believed, framed by the MPs.all his fine lawyers
had failed in their defense, their appeals had been exhamisted. and based on my past the
job awaited me. Without going outi.ﬁde 085, without even visitin,; the noarby scene of the
crime, using only the records made inside 088, mostly by those famous la.yers Uo’ne of whom
Gold berss) (Dncven) ,
was later a Supreme “ourt Justice, anéther ongeneced the Francis Yary Powers of U~.2 fame
swap and the return of the bay ot ’I’igs pri;oners), I put tog:thdr the case thav had thoue
men freed in six weeks. It gave me a bit of a reputation.
Lt almost gut whitewash published by Davia licKay. In nid=-196%.
1 gave my naue to the receptionist, suid I'd Llike to speak to the nanaging wtex
editor; and I .heard a voice call, #iond Nin in." I was Dber introduced to lioward Uady and

e ) g
he asked, “are Fm you the sarold Weisberg of the raris case?"[ Weld Moy 4"‘4}’)



He went for the idea imucdoately, fok the manuscript when he read it, but lirs.
Bw=*y Hawson, he later told me. ldlled the book. Tjis, strungely, despite the fact that
¥a McKey distributed for Ivan Obolenskgy and their salescen had an advance order, without
any advertising, for 39,000 GOPJ.GS before & turned tm:hm‘éh‘llrf ';a.:rl.dz/February, 1965.

I had 3 credentials with Vady and I suppose I've umxdered into this again as
credantials for an arca of expetrtise stirauge to you.

whon it became clear that there would be no stopping the military helicopters
that were ruining our chicken farming just whe: we had gotten to be famous and success-

_ ful in that fidlfed, having vwon all the first prizes for raising and even cooking and barbe-
xul gg them,I had to think of what as a middle-aged man I cauld do for us to make a living.

Having been framed by the Dies Unamerican Comaittec, as you may notuknow, and having
done the impossible, mdde possible by jdl as aﬁ_—m—.—truly great “ati ﬁar:l. when + wasn't
even i n town, I took the grand jury away from the USAttorney and it refused to indictp

) i (2 qedts .ru/ 9’#////
me and I actually gof the Dies agent charged with two felonies. Dies copped a pleu for
him but I was cleared. That and defeating the nazi-minded inside State in the eurly days
of the red®e-scared, before HJJCarthy, precluded uy going back to Vongressional or exec—
utive-branch employment. So, it was writing.

I'd planned a book on the Di&'s comnmittee but when I loaned whatover they wgnted to
the hollz—rwood Yen for them to use in their detfense, the one a friend who'd worked for the
Senate Civil fiberties comaittee with me broughx,E,: buaytryk, twn.ad out to be a fink and I
»ev never got all that ressearch bask. I lated lc;cated him and my files hold his letter
claiming to gave no r4collecton at all.. The bastard gave them to the FBI or the Dies nazis.

Some carbon copies of what had never been done remained and Dave VWrone, at Wisconiin
had them. I g‘tﬁ three wouen with typewriters to copy all the Dies expenditures from the
then public, ¢:8 L kneu, records of the glerk ol the liouse, After L did that to them they
changed the rules! This, jy the way, is reslly what got me off. I found that the Jr who
framed ne was in Dies employ, covered by falsely paying him as a witness. -4c p7

< strted collecting information for a book titled "aesop in the State Yepartuent. "
Wrone also has solie of the clippings for that booke I remember one part, from the Washing-
ton Post, different paper in those days, rerlecting the fact that our military had
train educ and indoctrinated a goodly percentage of those who later became Latin American
dictators.

I had research slpwing t-at some of our wilitsry were trying to set up an invasion
of “uba. *ou may remember when Barry Goldwater, ij sounding off about invading Cuba? That

AeaS

came fron an unsuccessful m.l:.tary efbort uegmn th%apture of three “uban fishing boatx.
It didn't work. Comt close, hew th.

~.I had won the first suit agoinst the army for their helicopters dumaging us and
in this g': a new precedent, the property owner's ownership of the air ..spuce above his
ptoperty as part of the Uonstitutional right to own property. I'd reached an agreement



at the Pentagon with all the services, arranged, believe it or not, at the direction of
the Secretary of Deflense, and under this agreement, which the hrmy then unjilaterally broke,
was engaged in the orderly liquidation of our farming when we had The Cubsa lissile Crisis.
a8 later with the JFK  case, 1 had a reporting background with no deadlinds like
reporters have, so F hud time to think, and I had my State background which with my 0SS
experiences and the knowldge from both to help me think und I was st'r,ll engaged in think-
ing it through, having just about reached my conclusions, when, on a Wednesday, my deii—
very day in Washington, I got to the then office of this same M. Roger “ogevs, then the
director of the Hational Symphony. When I took what he'd ordered the week before in, he
got up, closed the door, and said words to the effect, supnose you we{b:a were still my
Washington correspondentf' and I asked you to expla:l.'n this, to do"a story on it, chat
would you say? I then told him what I later titled, Tiger to Ride- that Khruschev had put
his missilds in cuba to give Kennedy the chpig.e between peace and war, because as was known
and has beey forgotten, as we had phig mutualviei‘enae treaties with those who could not
in any way help defend the US, the USSR had a simiJar arrangement uithx/the Cubans, that
Raul Yastro and Che Guevara had gone to Moscow that June and invoked it, that if the USSR
did not live up to its agreement it would be a great disaster for it, that it was in-
possible for the USSR to defend ¥uba in any military war, so there was only one solution
that occ%ed to Khruschev, to p.ﬂkhe pass the buck to JFK. & then I L::a?h( ce};b’a‘z.‘p“ ‘E;h'?}‘:
he hal gone outside normal channels, which mewnshe did not risk letting his diplomats do
it and used a man in the embassy he ‘cr%ted, pz;obably KGB, to use Jo%cali, they of"
4BC News and a dumdum, as his channel, with ang offer to take his nisslies out if JFK
pfmiaed not to inade Cuba. There vere indication:cs“‘cﬁa‘gutﬁg;v‘:;s in the works de'spite
JFK's neither wanting nor l&nouing about it. : p/ WIS mugile i G
Fuis followed JM{'.: speechynd the disclosure of those U-2 'pﬁture;,. JFK rejected
t and thwschgg respom;.led by going public with his nexz Pro.posal, s0 it was getting
intodnewspapdrf offices and government agency wire-service ticli—e\ars while it was being
announced in l*loscow;ht% remove his misslies if we took ours out of Turﬁey.
j_:;)hn ;Iccone w5 then head of CIA. His obit in yesterday's Washongton #Post says
that this was the so.ution, ay revisionists have been saging inve recent years. +t was
not. 4s Khruschev knew, JFK would lose face if he agreed. Bo}:‘y llennedy formulated the
solution. He expanded the guarantee the US would give from promising not to invade Cuba<
into guaranteeing Cuba against any invasion, a guaranteed the USSR could name make but
what he and JFK decidedes cﬁ—-——rﬁ?necessary to world peace,
17 did prevent World War III. -
It also made a different President of Jl"Ké_*‘edd his american Yniversity speech of
Juie 1463, for exaumple, and remeuber that he indtiated and negotiated the first agrecuent
looking m@;dﬁlmcard peace with the Usu®, the lindited test-band agreement.
a8 we can't trust war to the military, ve can't trust.. hsitrory to the ﬁistorizms.



In efnews historian Arthur Schleééinger's book on the JFK presidencey you will
find words I'Ve never seen used elsewhere, including by him, In ame seng/ing Averill ﬁu.rri—y
man to do the xwgotiatingaj:'( told hin, "I have cash bn deposit in Yermany. Use it if you
must." I think he was syaing that if Harriman felt he had to, to negotiatigalaTO avay.
When Schlesinger's book a.nc?orensen's and a number of lengthy articles by others
involved, Xike Roger“f‘hhm of w?‘j:ate, I think shen head of intelligence there, and
others cuane out, I madce‘ ::)f; : , pejorative and faulted in many other wa#notes and
marked the arti_cles up to attract ny attention to those words and passages when 4 got to
writing tpat booke It did confirm my analysis and those people never did understand vhat
was going on. They all began captives of the cold '{Lar‘_ ny thought in those termi only.
VWith two exceptions, until at the very end, whep1 incineration was iupending, Bobby
understood, and this comes from the above sources,vwhich did not give it this interpre-
tation, Only two of those to whonm JFK turned to for advice had any understadding. One
was Addlai Stevenson at the Ui, and he was defamed and alwost ruined forever by the w,
othera, and Mclone, who soon had his mind changed by the professiznls :Lns‘the ¢Ia, all
of whome were cold warriors. )
#mve to suspend now but so 1 wonq/t forget, at the time of the éxlf of Yonkin
incident, as I had earlier with such things as the capture of those “uban fishing botas,
I made and have an ahalysis from what was contenporanoce contemporaneously available, and
by this I mean a contcmporaneous anaylsis, while it was act.ully 4 hpening, that wgs jater
confirmed from official records, as in Joe Goulden's book an that crisis, that tho Jeo
whole thing was . faked by our mifitary.
O, this was in puriiuance of what one of his generall once blurted out to J¥K,
the military was looking for a way of getting into a war on the China mainland. I think
this also is in less blunt language in Schlesingern'g book. He says that JFK vwas so stunned
he said not a word but terminated that meeting by just standing up.
by recollection Yuy not be accurate bu@ I think the general was leliay, the head
of the airforce and possiibly then top dog. “e¢ later wan for office in alabema as
an extrene right-vwinger.
I'm beginning to lose myself but I think you cun see that our system of govein~
ment has changed to where the preusident is captive to his advisers and, as I aay in
my JFK writing, all of the institutions of our society fail in all our times of great crisis.
is they have so that we now are at war in the Persian gulf.
Can we always luck out withs only magy deaths and injuries to all sides, with a
national debt that really me.ns we are alweady bankrupt?
It was easy to see what inpended in these terms long ago. L rpmamime;- telling
friends like our local history professor'friend r:Terry ticKnight, what there was tulk of
‘eddy A‘:mnedy running against Yarter, that i hoped he wouldn't because it was inevitable



that unimaginable disaster impendethhat one of =he feu men who might then be able to draw
the country together was Yeddy and that a§ % pr-sident he would have lost that s
possibility later when we were hit with this crisis.If he lost he might not have the
possibility, I reusoned, and ig he won he also would be captive and would not be able to
halt hat was clearly inevitable ﬁ'as is coming to passdevhn.

Later: When my friend Vincent I‘:’Zooney, Jr., yesterday asked me why I do not use a com-
suter one~finepered I told him I feqred my rind works too rapidly .tnnd_ bec nuse I'd be
Jlowed down in ¥ "M'g t féared I'd get confﬁed in uy thinking and would Rmpwioaout
forget and lose my thoughise. Ffr,o:.ng, the foregoing tool an hour and three yuarters .

-

or less, .
2/19Y  a few touches you uay find anmusing. On 2, it was after the working day and the one

who a.nswered the phone was the bommxmd:l.ng General of all the liPs! He sent, no less, a
a buc riv thy Ladd

Cadillac ambulunce{TaTxp"pose kept J 1 mmd for bigehots. after this de luJ?/ transpotation
to the hospital, I was told to walic to the ward to which I was assigned and then climb
three very long flights of stairs. If you do not knov, this is *he worst possible thing
for a man with mumps. He should be off his feet. The complications, which did not hit ne,
can include sterilization. The Army did not give me that test. I had it r?c}g privately.

After abduffour months of Yegitating I arranged to be reassigned by telling the
doctor in charge of my cas@ that if he did not arrange it I'd buck for a Sectibn 8, a
rxxhs pmfchologicul/psychiatric discharge, by acting nuts. When L did, he \ziﬁ?ughed and
made the arrangements. Still renewber his name:Col. Fred Gashay.

From 3 “41 also worked in the Senate's similar files, esp. of political contributions
P en urs
d gwnen'ta. of what_f lem;ed there 1 ‘,ave Jack Ppivack, of whou you may have heard,
what he L{fed to expose The fascist _,’ir';ét, Fr. Charles Coughlin, in ""7‘}(e Shrine of the

Silver Dollar."

Jim Lesar has the evidehtlary henrings transcriptd and will get t}?e%eroxed for
me. 11-12 volumes. I think only the last wi:s a half-daye.

Helen finally found a set of my 7%-19Y96 notes made as I roceived those records from
the MBI. When I was able to compel then to speed it up, as + now recall, ‘the notes tended
to be more lawsuit oriented. I've just begin to read them instead of a book when I waken.
Some great stuff in then, believe gel I'n going to" send *the first page to David to add to
his understanding that the FBI may not be tua.te the same in the lalcom X case. Best,
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