NuW YORK [IMES, NOVEMEER 1, 19631 HESPONSE OF JFK TO QUESTION AT 10/31/63 NEWS CONFERENCE

Qo Mr. President, back to the question of troop roductions. Are any intended in the
Far Enst at the present time, particularly in Korea, and #s there any specdup in the
withdrawal fron Vietnam ine

A. As you know, when Secretary lMeNamara and General Taylor enncunced that
we wxpect Yo withdraw 1,000 men from South Vietnam before the end of the year, and
there's been some reference to that by General Haxkdns, If we are able to do that,
that will be our schedule. I think tho first unit, the first contingent, would be
250 men, who are not involved in what might be called frontline operations.

It would be our hope to lessen the number of Americans there by 1,000 as tho
training intensifies and is carried on in South Vietnam,

As far as other units, we will have to make that judgement based on whet the

mildtary correlation of forces may be. We are becoming inereasingly mobile, as the
Big Idft operation suggests.

(Talks a 1ittle about Big lift,)



