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PERIL IS ACKNOWLIDGED, WAR
ON VIETCONG, LETERRENT Ii PAS?, IS SAID TO DICTATE
"SELECTIVE® PRESSURE," by Tad Szulc, Spocinl to NYT

WASHINGTON, Bepte Se=The United States is understood to have decided to cut its aid
to South Vietnam if $he Governuent there falls to change its Mdmsticclly.

This major declsion, reported today on high authority, is said to reflect the
Administration's deep coaviction that the war against Gommmist guerrillas cennot be

won under the present circumstances.

Continued aid, it is aaid, wpuld 1o longer serve its original purpose without reforms
in the fGovermneni. :

Until nov the Administration has maintainsd that the war in Vietnam is its overmiding
concorn and that any reduction of Amcrican assistence would compromise Vietnam's military
posture,

No Deadline Reported :’

Now, however, authoritative sources saidy the United States is preparod to consider
"selective™ KX aid cuts, fully aware of taking a calculated rigk that might injure the
Vietnamese military capacity. :

Ho time limi% has been set as far as is kmown for President Ngo Dinh Diem to institube
the chenges, aimed at recovering populer supporte

But the Administrations's new position is reported to have been clearly conveyed to
the Prosidont end to his brother Nzgo Dinh Nlm, the politdcally powsrful chdef of the
secret police, whonm Washington links most closely o the Avg. 21 raids on Buddhist
pagodas. The United States now awalts the brother's reaction,

Infomauts hexe atresaecl that no aciual ult:l.matim had been presented to the Government
in S8aigon a.ml that no speciﬁo demands, such as the removal of Ngo Dilm Nlm from his
position of pover, had beun nade, \

Popular Backing Sﬁmaaed |

Instead, 1t wos said, the Vietnamese Goverment has been advised that the United Sta tes,
for practical regsongfand to guard its politicall_mstum at home and abroad, camnot go on
supporting the prevw‘!.l:.ng state of afifairs,

The Amorican 'pc,laition, as expressce by Prosident “emnedy in a television interview
last Houday, is that boceuse of ite repression of Buddhists and students last month and
because of its obnt;:m'-cd stern attitude, the Government of Ngo Dinh Dien is losing the
loyalty of tho Nieu:aneaa population,

Thus, in/wtlahingtw view, it camnot hope i‘or victory in a guerrilla war in the
cmmtrym.de,, wherc peasznts' allegiance :L., cnm.al.

While tho administration regards H@ Uinh Fm and his wife gs principel instdientors
of the currcnt crisig, the Undted atates' pressure for changes is said $o go far beyond
thedr removal from the Govertuiente

[
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T To conduct the war with the support of the pépulation, it is said hereo, the Salgon
Govenmaont must abandon its authoritarian behavior not only in relation to the Buddhist &
but in all fields.

The wnrest in Vietnam was emphasized again yesterday by the srrest of 800 high school
students in demonstrations in Saigon. The tensdon convinced the 4imindsiration long ago
that the undorlying political problem of Vietnam transcendedthe disputc bolwoen the
Roman Catholic ligo family and the country's Buddhist maljority.

"We cannot go on supporting adictatorial regime," one official remariced today, "that
is different from Commminism only in name aﬁd in its intermmational comncetions.”

It was vnderlined here, however, that the Administration did not propose o set itself
up as the sole arbiter of whether the regime had bocome acceptable to the pogtﬂ.atmn.
Policy Held Flexible

If changes are made andnuominthe dm.mi’crat:i.onmspmpamd to venture predictions
now=-the United States is expected to be gu:l.ded by Vietnamesoe resctions in its next decisions
on how to deal with the regime, )

The decision to reconsider the aid policy was reported to have been reached peinfully
last BEEER week in response to a% least three developmonts.

One was said to be a redldzation that earlier pressures on the Govermment to nend
its ways and to reshuffle the Government had faileds The inability of the United bt&'kes‘
to induce Vietnmamesce milltary chiefs to take control &i also mentioned,

Althorgh thls awereness was disappointing to Washington, the Administration does not
believe that iis lack of success in the "first phase" implies the collapse of its policy
on Saigon,

There is no though here of accepling the regime in its present chavacter or of soclkdng
en accomadation with it. On the contrary, it was sadd Saigon's defiance of the United
States has lead to the decision ZHEX for progressive ald cuts 1f the Governmet does
not profoundly reform,

The second basis of the decision is the redldzation here that contimied identifisation
with the Vieinamese Govenment is increasingly compromising the United States poliiical
position in Vietnam and throughout Agla,

Officials noted that in yesterday's studcnt demonstrations anti-United States slogans
were shouted for the first time.

The third factor is the Administration's belief that public and Congrssional opinion
would not tolerate much longer extensive aid to a dictatorial regime,

Ald to Vietnam this year will be close to §500 million, Of this, $207 million is
economlic assitence and support for defense, The BEHcrest is diveet militery aid, mainly
in equipment end fuel. The United States also naintaing nearly 44,000 milifary advisors
to the Vietnamese Army,

This point was specifically made by David Bell, Administrator 87 the Azoncy for
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International Development. On the tolc*via:@on progran "Issues and Answers" over the
American Broadeasting Compeny network,he sz?id todayt"We want very much to be able to
continue to join in an effective program tc:'\l defeat the Commmist guerrillas,”

But he added, "It scems to me that it is necessary to rcopginize that the atititude
of inmportant m".?l'fl'l]erS.Of Congress, and of the poople of this country senerally,
certainly is comme for concern as to whether, in ghe ansence of the ldind of changes
we would Like to sce, we could continve the progrem unchanged.?



