"A-Device Réported
Atl% Jet Crash
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19 (U:Pl')—'rhe U.S. -Air Eupce
was ' searching the Spanish
countryside tonight, reported-
ly seeking an_atomic device
missing after Monday's cdol-
lision of a B-52 bomber and a
jet tanker. .

u.s. officials in Madrid and
at the scene refused to con-
firm or deny that a nuclear
bomb was carried by.the B-52
which erashed into the KC-135
jet ‘tanker during a re!ueung
mission over Spain.

But they gave every nign
they  were looking for one.

were searching the. sceme,
some of them armed with
geiger counters.

It was understood on good
uthority that the B-52 carried
devices and

n accounted for after the
ash, which killed seven men.
Other American bombers

carrying defused nuclear
bombs have crashed without
incident in the past in the
United 'States. Nuclear sci-
entists have said repeatedly,
that a nuclear bomb aboard a
plane cannot he detonated un-
til it is armed, even on the
impaet of a crash.

' (In Washington, the Defense
Department said: “We have no
comment on the report.”)
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