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Rusk Defends NATO:

Senators Are Uneasy

By Chalmers M. Roberts _
Washington Post Btaff Writer

Secretary of State Dean
Rusk went to Capitol Hill yes-
terday to offer an encouraging
report on NATO but encoun-
tered conslderable‘ senatorial
unease and uncertainty about
American policy in Europe.

Rusk was testifying before
‘the Jackson subcommittee, re-
puted to be more friendly to-
ward the Administration than
the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, which opens its own
hearings Monday.

The Secretary described the
recent NATO meeting in
Brussels as “an impressive
demonstration of the unity” of
the 14 allles in the face of
French President de Gaulle’s
eviction notice, But Sen. Abra-
ham Ribicoif (D-Conn.) want-
ed to know why Canadian
Prime Minister Lester Pear-
son seemed to see virtue in
some of de Gaulle’s actions
and whether the Adminis-
tration was misleading the
public “by making de Gaulle

a whipping boy.”
Needs ‘Clarification’

Rusk said that the Prime
Minister's speech needed “clar-
ification” and he himself was
unaware that the TUnited
States had mistreated the
French President. When Ri-
bicoff asked why President
Johnson should not meet with
de Gaulle, Rusk said he had
“no feeling of assurance” that
a meeting would “dissolve the
difficulty” and anyway there
was “no outstanding invitation
at the present time.”

Later, in executive session,
Rusk was reported to have
said that the time was not
ripe for a meeting.

Sen, Henry M. Jackson (D-
‘Wash.), who heads the Govern-
ment Operations national se-
curity subcommittee, suggest-
ed that perhaps the West Eu-
ropeans would not take such

1a favorable view of detente
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