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Me. Quin Shea - . 7627 01d Heceiver Hoad

The National Security archive Frederick, Hd. 21701
1755 Mags. ive., IW, #500 5/1/69

Washing?on, D.C. 20036

Dear Quin,

Thanks for the things that just came and I've just read. Can't exagrerate the
value and importance of what you people are doing!

First, no hankypunky when this gets to you late by the above date. Can't use
our copier and I've been interrupted twice since putting the paper in the machine.

1
4nd so I won t forget, as I do now too often, to let you know if there is a
document or two yoG might have to let you know. I'm interested for a reason we might
discuss if, your words, our paths cross again, in the code names of the operations
against Sukarno in Indonesia. %'ve heard of two, ohe given Loth as Strong Back and
Strongback and the other Haylifte

I was not speuking for Hood College, if you took it that way, merely that
even before my stuff gets there they arc using it, and that pleases me much. Une of
the interruptions I mention above had to do with the oral report that was quite good,
as I wad told in the interruption, by a student whose paper has not yet been turned in,
based on the CIA's disclosed records on their mind-bending projects, to e besTialities.
I gave them about 10 feet of the rccords plus :: feu other things 1'd collected.

I'n changing the spaces to help make corrections less illegible.

There are other things that can relate and I think do relate to our getting to
the brink. (Yes, I've read that book.) I don t know hou deep and wide a study the
Archive might want to make, but I was remindéd of this in thinking while Iﬁread the
papers you sent. I got the impression\pll over agaig—;;;—zhat during the crisis there
was no real possibility of lower-level input in places like State. But the real, the
detatled knowledge is at lower lovel that ExComn, Qls sffwn, W wndwsFand g+ o

This, in turn, reminded me of the decimations on tha: level at State, the firing
of which I was part, the dordnation of scholarship and personnel by the rabid and mis-
named "securiﬂ;" peoplee It has to be close to certain that just about all Latin anerican—
ista capable of independent thou:ht and analysis had been gotten rid of one way or an-
other and that independent minds had not been hired - and had been dispensed with if by
accident they had been hired. 5y / 71//!’ mﬂé’ﬂf’lﬁy/f pye

I think that the consequences in pobicy as a result of the so-called socurity
programs would make a sigﬁificant and worthwhile projecte. (I nave only a few of the
records on me. They just lied and withheld arbitrarily and, of course, they were em-
barrassed because I was never a member ofvanything and had no charges, no hearing, etc.)

That we have evolved a mcahine for the creation of crises and for prefabricating
their ends is, I think, as frighteniﬁg and dangerous a disaster waiting to hap en as
there can be. (Bigression: any similar study on Grénada?$hould be.) | '

On your Iran-Contra study, in an ungua”. d moment our ambassador until he was

kicked out, lelton, told a delegation that we were there to overthrow the governm:nt.




l“obody oicked this up from the first-person account in out local papers. Lpparently the
J.ikagan administration was using military appropriations for (in 1%7) sonne fifty junkets
of weeckend warriors. The local one was there for the demonstramion that, with their parti-
cipation, led to the expulsions. I got all the copies of the pupers I could and then ndde
Xeroxes and gave just about all away, witht no interest in the press or on the Hill. Jim
Tesar may have a copy. L save mine to Hood. Ther: is a great difference when this kind
of statenent is made officially, and th: ambassador is the highest local official.

as 1 skip around, I‘think L told youpi%lllsmy naterials are going there. They are
puilding & new and larger library and the palms include adequate space. 1'm oretty sure,
although I don't speak for them, that they will want, when they have space, such things
as these microfiches.

I think I told you that contenporaneously, while it was happening, I evolved

. . P - S - . . .
what nou turns out to be an accurate analysis of the Luba Iissle Crisis. I think it is

nov confirmed, but dooting my oun horn is not ny point.

If T could do it when i was still a fdmfer, liquidating the farm, with access to
only a little of what was public, why could none of the government's socalled experts?
lsn._t this frightening? Verr dangerous? Bspedially in the nuclear age?

Sure thing on Tonkin Gulf. and lock what happened there as a result.

another Cuba project like it did.nlt fly but it was launched. Had to do with
our taking some of their fishing boats céptive on the high seas and taking them to Florida.
Barry Yoldwater was pretty inflamatory then.

“he *ongoose and uuba rroject records you sent do not estimate iéhruschev's position
as he saw his dosition. £ have difficulty believing this was mere oversight. In what I've
read of the thres conferences I've seen no mention of this. My recollection way be faulty
with the seecific I'11 cone o out I mfnure it is corséct as a general statement of his
view of his position. I believe that after the KuBOEER Bay of rigs there was sonwshing
like what ﬁ called nutual-assistance sacts, shruschev's guarantee to defend “uba. I an
also certain that without kunowing its nume I was a.are of Mongoose and that, invoking
this guarantee, Raul (aa stro and Che Guevara led g Luban delegation to koscow *that summer
to ask for this promised assistance. But even if there had been no such formal guarantee,
our own intelligence should have apprec siated that Khruschev had little choice but to
try to defend Lastro. Inpg;onlng on this they should have lmown that there was no vay
in the world to defend that island from a determined US invasion, certainly not withoug-
the xind of casualties that would hive made surrcender the prefercuble option. So, *they
should have t‘)ought, what can ®hruschev do? &t is fron this t:at L had the vorking title

Tigew to Ride: the untold story o the Luba Hissle “risis. (here Then vt v N‘Z“”V‘I’[W/ﬁ”/ﬁa

The:: may not have been any tine for any in—-depth inr,:zlliggnce analysis but given
the situation, what was known, what Keating wq$ saying, the anti-Castros wero saying,



papers should have been prepared or their preparation under way before we went public
with the proof that the UsSR had missles in “uba.There'd bLeen rumors fo: nonths,.

Either way, the papers exist or do not exist, 1 think making the effort to get
them or to learn would be iisportant, espocially in the future, when there can be other
such dgngerous situations.And to better understand how we came so close.

How could I have known about liongoose, if not by that name, that design?

One way only: it was published.Z can't guess where but I knew it before the crisis
became the crisis it was and it was basic in;ﬁuw thinking. My point here is that if 1
knew then certainly the inteliigence .ecople knew yet I've seen no indication of their
knowledge in anything I',};e read or h-ard, i.cluding the recent conferences.

The Hilsman memo was writtén in November, 1963, the montlnafte * the crisis. It
had no need to refer to earliey studies but that component is where § last was in the
government and I am cerBain that if not before the crisis, as soon as it broke Ejére was
a review of the information on hnad. Im\rf:'itable and necessary. However, I belicve that
if not earlie: and for other reasons, ther: has to have been such a study as soon as the
Keating allegations began.

In terns of any authentic concept of national security what you have becn doing
on this matter is of value and inportance that cannot be exaggerated, i1 the systen is
going to work and work better than it has. But I am also offering the opinion that q)
so far it is imcoiplese and b) other Qslevant and inportant information ought be available
and ¢) is worth the effort to try to get. From CIa and State especialiy. I'd also ask
Foreign Broadcast for what they picked up from Cuban broadcasts und I'd not be a bit
surprised if there were relevant and available transcripts of Ud proce-dings that hold
what was said there, particularly by the Cubans and the Us.R bloc, eapecially before the
crisis broke.

Somevhere I have those UN tr: nseripts piféeeding the Bay of Pigs and I assure you
sbh&t zany scheme was well efthosed beforeh:nd. The only people who were iimorant were usg,
(JFK t3lked the NYTimes and the VWixPost out of using the stories they had.)

I read Carl Bernstein's ~oyalties and it made me think that a worthwhile book,
particularly in understanding: what has come to bebull:d the "national security state,"
would be a study of some of the cases that, along with what was done with those {ine old
"01ld China hands," would show how we wer: erippled and controlled on policy and on real
understanding of thc real world. He did survive those awful things, but at what cost? and
might we wot fhave) survived?

Since th: last tine you saw me I've not been to Washington except to'be driven there
for medical appointments, now every two months, with the single exception of being there,
driven by a friend, to apvear before John Lewisf Smith as part of a scheme he had to make
it appear thas he was listening when he wasn't. Fe even lied about it. after you left IJ
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in a FCIA case.
used me in what I think was its first effort to invoke fule 11/ “hey got a money judgement,
by meuns of undenied fraud and perjury, and I've not paid it, daring them to come out and
try to collect, They haven't and I don't think the money is or was all that importaht
to them, But in bits wnd pieces they still ga_ve me a few crumbs, In today's mail a few

sore pages on CLICK, whose lashington correspondent you nay not remember I was. But

they still haven't given me the letter Hoover wrote pruising one on wny cartel exposes.
muozig nuny other things they have that I'd like relating to my past.
Hope you get neur here souctime. I'd like youtgee how I have how much arranged

for the use of others. I'm not physically able to do much searching or filing and
when guch of this is involved : get Hood students to work for those vho are interested.
.ite a few books and TV shows bofore the 25th JFK anniversary and since then on Xing.

Lesg you'd like to get o better understanding of what you were involved in with ue
ask Yim to lend you a VCi tape,Reasonable “Youbt." +t was done by a young friend as his
raster's thesis at I-Iarylund, Gerard (Chip) selby. His first and only documentaru and it
don the most prestigeous avallable Fuize, CINL's Golden Bagle. Less than an houre.after
he couplets the degrec, which should be soon, he wants to do nore and I'11 again help
hin. “e has notldng and will need to find soue support. Besides fron people like me and
Yis greatest asset, his flancee.

N
Thanks and hope yo. are all well and hapy,

et



QUIN SHEA
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