Chrorology <f 4 Diplomstic Tregedy

n Febrmiery 1 the U.S.Coast Gusrd Cutier Cape Kno)' sighted four ¢ ity

.
small Cubanﬁm:'olling 15 miles west southwest of tkm Marquesus .8y, off

the Florida .eo\ggh eosst. This seemingly normsl end inrocent evemh was the

A
beginning of an incredible series of blundersgestmsleshd nistelkes ~2
by
distopticns/whiech in the following five dsys the United Ststes Covernment

feshioned = diplomatisc disester of the first magaltude.
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1% wesn't until “ebruerv 8 that %Rere were any sighs of calm

thinking by responsible officisls. By this time Castro hed understood the

benefits he could derive snd hed dreme.tiely turnsd off the weter to our

A
Guantanemo Navel Bese, Secrstary of State Ruak hed m&:tat =ment notable

& Ak

for its displey of poer judgement end ebaigws lack of complete forthrighiness and

A (Bignis wa_wbt%ﬂf, Aot lo

and Tresident Johmson had issusd B statement threetenins economie

% ﬂmﬂmg  hidus
rot-listicn s2zainst{ Cubsn m nd egoersion of our alliess
whdi

At every step dusdnz $he wesk in which the United 3tstes, slone =nd

unassisted, erested this crisis, there were obvious werning flags thst no one

L2

heeded.
psid Vot until the situstion was frozen, with nc sltsrostives exespt
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A% 1:20 p.m. Februsry 2, ons snd 8 hald miles eest of Southeast ey, the Coast
Gusrd ordered the boats to snchor and stend by for boerding. The Cubsn's comolied,
but weren't bosrdsd until 7 p.m. Inspectiom, negstive in rssults, took three
]
hours. Mot until the next day did the flotills lsave fr Xey "est, arriving at

5:45 p.m. Two full days lster, on the evening of Februsry 5, the Federal Ceovern-

ment turned men snd boats over to the State of Floride, "sor handling under

Five two men defected, _
Stete law,.,"” $wser minors were sepsrated for rapatriationjand the rem=ining 29

mex were jeiled in = single cell in which there wss not = single cot.

TAXIE#id Resct ion"was strong, world-wide, =nd not in faver of the

setion =nd position of the United States.
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L.“ =nd humilistion, not until the prestige ofﬂ*he eaun:try, the Frasident

: ’}quthkéggd%’,,ﬂj
and the Secretary of State were irrevoesbly committ¢ did =ny respansible
i
)ltw'

official realize whet svery junicr clerk in the Stete uepartmntigknoaw;that
vl T4

diplomets elwsys leavep themselve = wey out =nd they xféﬁr involve wr
4

or its renking Tesrson: litiesemaeeea&-l-y.
A%t the very worst, the pressence of these sméll Cubsn bosts in Amer rican

weters, even if intended ss e provoestion, should hsve besn & very minor affair,

Duspuik

Bepecially if there wes resson to beliewe provocation Seme—peSEEERES- clould T he

metter n=ve been hondled with greet care and thoushtfulness. Instesd, within a

-

few deys, our major allies wers involved, sensitim internetionel issues were f‘ﬂ'ffl‘f‘é

‘f’"l—"“d a -{bﬂ*iﬂ
baine chused, pgeimn lssders snd newspepers,-Iriendly do—Shiee-unipy,

7ere placed in a p\s@itioﬁ where they had to take public issue with usg~even

b . M
éﬂf [ id
condemn us s "dwseiies"fMnd the incident had besn escelated into ° msjor crisis,
2 (,-r‘ﬂ"'jﬁ‘

with no possible benmefit or credit to the United itetesf stendiag or the principles

d;}wyth_
for ?lrhict 1% stands. Bven British Prime #inister Home felt forced ‘ao\tmka——hﬂée with
A \ (PR L d \
pud g i andl

us{ in the Thite “ouse, on its steps, snd every place he wss question.ad-ﬂbetween
londen and "eshinzton.

Rsrely do preeminent lesders such as 2 President of & Sscretary of State

prepere their public declarstions personally. How could thése lower in suthority



heve led them into such a<fwe fiasco- indeed, sllowed it to happent
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Chronology of events- sizhting, wetching, sesrching of ships with
1"
L Ve
nezetive results. Unusual delsy in takinz to port sfier fakiar—Shem-—o¥er.

worldwids >
Beekground of international events - :Me{national problems of

Ghans,
United States 2t thet moment- Pensme, Cyprus, Vietnam, French recognition of

Lol wrt by o 2wl e

Communist China, 2tc.; == weopposition of allies %o I T
r/ ] det l :il/l!!i/ m‘,gﬂ-'&.\.
£ *mif#ddg,?d‘-natyan, [MJuHA todier

A

NS
tade with Cub

i ]
redictabls unfavorable resction of rest of worltjl};

~ o R

o chance of diplomatic benefit to United Ststes; no chance of

‘,«érming Cegtro.

// . ~ . f‘f‘ /
fo Lt Airhing- rAIE
] 4Bericuﬁgine1dents invelving United States sgsinst its elliss~

put'-{ ,:ZL.«‘..#.
>r» J3pan, Lcusdor, P-erujf 2nd Iceland vs Greast Britein
A

o B - = i

snd Brazil vs France.
Sontinuing sdmitted United Stetes vioclation of Cuban sirsnase and
o
alleged violaticu ofﬂwatars.
Analysis of Rusk's ststement- ximtmsdi=tortioms, helf-truths, un-truths
with respect to fret; t&ﬁn.:lng foreign relations over to State of Floride for

specified reesona of vindictivensss: sbusive treatment of fishermen; less of

trith and rightecusness as me jor inericen wespons.



No protest to Cube until Fe’m’ﬁ&ry 45
Other relatsd ecircumstsnces- MNESPk Cubens sctusl 1y TisBing and ‘ﬁad fish in

nolds; substentistion of their claim &f taking sh‘}.;ter from threstening westher;

Coast Guerd chviously unworri~w about contents of boais-no guards on three =nd

g,ni 'W‘W

plenty of timeYfor d@struction of ineriminsting evidemce by Cubaas,
Obviocus velue of incident %o Cestro-wiiness turning off water to Cuentansmo

frav

ve
when he didn't during /1962 missle erisis; =[lowing him to legitimately =prear

abusged snd persscuted; int&@aion of domestic politics into intermational relations

(Goldwater, Hockefeller).

Thy were Fresident and Secretary of State invelved” Anslysis of Fresident's

.«u&{ rd,u, I-L M‘u-’rﬂ-[ﬂ')
statement, How could their assistants .‘psmd.t&
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¥hat has heppenad since - second thnughts io US zow :nment;fr;;ction ef .
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t of world. A

/ ¥het it m ena- !im','l‘“‘ b
/ (" Asndwriting on wsll- United Stetes 1ntematicmsl leadership.
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