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JFK Had Subs

As Well as Style /"//7/6371

Charles Krauthammer’s column’ [op-ed,

Oct. 2] was remarkably shallow in imply- -
_ing that Presiderit Kennedy is  remem-

bered mainly for his style. He had that, to -
be sure, but even his staunchest polmcal
foes conceded he had substance as well. -

As a journaist I covered John F, Kenne-
. dy's 1960 campaign, and [.probably have
read as mudldbwt him and his political .
.- career as anyone. He had a solid grasp-of

" history, the keenest of intellects, a capaci~ - g
ty for introspection that facilitated person- |

al growth and a pra grnatism cognizant of
. the s&rengthsandfraﬂtxes oithe political

Process, -
LOf great unportanee was Kennedy’s
abthty to-truly move and inspire people of

 all ages at home and'abroad. As presiden- |

tial essayist Hugh Sidey once wrote, when
JohnKennedyducendedthestepsofA:r"
, Americans

~lnvebwnaerenelyreeepuve Ametmn.

- -forces h: gooe in and tom it down, Al the . |
) jst thinking notwithstanding, the Ken-

hnconmmnentlater Those closest to him -+

sayKumdywmklhaveentedeetnamnfhev
“had tived and ‘won reelection in 1964—some- .
&mgtlntwwldhavemvolvedmtpohmzl‘

& Asﬁr](rauthamnﬂsvwwﬂmt]l"l(

startedwhatheealls “generational politics,” 1 -

;. never heard that term used by anyone in .
1960, Kennedy successfully deflated charges
dunnsthemll!a@thathewastooymmga
to be president. He did so
bydemmsttaung——m'l‘Vdehatmandother
forums—that he was mature, had a solid ..
graspofﬂxenssmandhadtheahhtym
. articulate an agenda for the nation, Consider-
mgﬂlemmdeofhlsagemﬂleww
ltwasnotmppmpmte,asl(rau
wggata,fotl(umedytonotemh:smaugu-
" ral remarks that a new generation fiad taken -
_ the reins of power. Surelyapmdentwho‘
oomseledthhmhkeAverellHarmnan,

mentsofhselders.
.-John F. Kemwdyprobablyhshadapm-
found influence on candidates -seeking the
X . After all, 24 years after his death,
wmntopmmpollswggmtmepubhcwants .
- his:kind of strong leadership in the White -

}kmselagreelwweverthatanewgama-

» -tion of cand;datesswlldstandforwhattlwy-
hehevem.Butxt:sabttmudlforKrauﬂmh‘ -
<. mer. to- blame_President Kennedy for ;the
aqtmsofothe;slwclmractenmasmuta—“‘
torsoftheoneamionlyongmal.Thatmaclm -

ofpsycho]om\alsmgmeawry
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