MARIK Allen)
. Phone Calls from Phoenix to Dallas on 11/22/63 9 / | /7 ¢

On November 22, 1963, Jack Eurich, owner of the Hi-Liter Bar in Phoenix,
Arizona reported that a man had placed a call from a pay phone in his estab-
lishment to a "rifle range in Dallas" shortly after the assassination.: Eurich
had never seen the man before, but he was able to give a description of the
man's physical appearance, clothing, and automobile he drove.

The F.B.I. checked the records of that phone and found four calls to Dallas
had been made that day. Three of the calls were made person to person to
Jacqueline Kennedy at Parkland Hospital. Strangely enough, phone records show
that two of the calls, both of them not completed because the line was busy,
were placed minutes before the assassination at 12:14 and 12:20pm CST. The
_other call to Parkland, which was completed, was placed at 12:37 CST. The caller,
whose name is deleted from the F.B. I.»report, was then connected to a "security
officer.! CD 1107, pg. 742)

On 11/28/63, the F.B.I. interviewed a William Mortimer Means, who flt Eurich’'s
description well. Means was an unemployed painter who claimed to have come to
Phoenix because of his emphysema. Means admitted calling Parkland Hospital
from the Hi-Liter Bar on 11/22, but his explanation was inadequate. He claimed
that after hearing of the President's shooting he became so upset he decided
to call the hospital in Dallas to see if it were true. Means denied asking for
Jacqueline Kennedy.

Means does not appear to have been confronted with the phone company records
showing that two phone calls to Parkland were attempted before he could have
" possibly heard about the assassination. It is of note that the: Bureau's . ..
report on this call, found in Cd 301, mentions only the completed 12:37 call.

A few more pages are found in CD 1107 on the call, but the document showing the
other two calls was not released until earlier this year.

- The other call to Dallas from the Hi-Liter in Phoenix on 11/22 was to phone
number 368-0096., The time of the call apparently was not recorded by the
operator and the identity of the subscriber was not given in the report. One
possible clue to who it might be, however, is found in the interview of
Means. The report relates:

"Means denied calling any other telephone number in Dallas on 11/22/63 and
said he does not know anyone named VAL MAE STONE. He says the only Turf bar

he knows of is in Billings, Montana."

) This is a rather intriguing paragraph. The 1963 Dallas City Directory lists

a Val Stone as the wife of John E. Stone, whose occupation is given there

as manger of Sol's Turf Bar. When a gambler named Sidney Seidband was arrested

in Oklahoma City in 1959, the F.B.I. obtained a list of gambling acquaintances
from him in the Dallas area. The list included Jack Ruby, Lewis McWillie,

“who ran gambling operations at the Tropicana in Havana, and Johnnie Eli Stone

and Sal Solomon, co-owners of the Turf bar. (See CE 1693) At the time of

the assassination, Seidband resided in Phoenix.

Jack Ruby is known to have visited the Turf bar on 11/23/63. It is also quite
likely that Ruby was at Parkland Hospital minutes after the assassination, given
the testimony of Dallas reporter Seth Kantor.

Unfortunately the Library of Congress is missing the 1958-63 Dallas phone
books. From locking at the City directories and a 1964 phone book, it appears
the Stones had an unlisted number. I was, however, able to ascertain that they. lived
in the "Emerson" exchange area (EM) (36) which was where the call was placed.

However, it should be noted that if the number did belong to the Stones, they
must have changed it immediately after the assassination. The May, 1964 Dallas
phone directory lists the mystery number to a Vernon G.Schimmel. McElvaney Hall,
SMU.

Any researcher with further information bearing on this memo is encouraged to

contact me. References: CD 1107, pg. 742-3; CD 301, pgs. 178-85; CE 1693:
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"BURICH had never Sseen this individual before.
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.i!ILLIAM_xoaTIgERMMEA§§, 3940 North 33rd Avsnue), .
advised it Hacame to Phosnix, Arizona on Octezber 8 or 9,
1963. He said that prior to that he had been living in
Billings, Montana from 1956 to Septembar, 1963; at vhich
time, he made a trip to St. Paul, Minnesota where he stayed
only about 2 month, and then came to Phosnix because the
climate at St. Paul was tco damp. He stated that he first
resided in Phoenix at the Sun Valley Motel ¢a East Van
Buren Streest for about oae week, and then residsd at
410 East Plerce Stpeet for ono month, after which h2 moved
to his present residencs. : '

o MEANS advised that he kad never been to Dallas,
“Texas in his life and the only peTacn he knows there is 2
Doctpr MILLER. UEANS explained that 4in zhout 1861 at
Billings he coatracted emphysema, and in 1961 he read an
article in the Reader’s Digest about a ressarch center at
the University of Texas {Dallas) that was doing work in
- connection with emphysen2. He stated that as a result cof
this article, he wrote to a Dr. MILLER there $sr information
concerning the disease. - . ST :
- : MEANS advised his doctors in Billings were FRANK
"MOHS arpd a Dr. GIBBS, who were associates and »ara located

" at the Billings Clinic. He said Dr. MOHS reconmended that

. he, MEANS, come +p Phosnix, Arizopa. He stated he has no
.. doctor in Phoenix as yet. 7

L MEANS stated that he has 2 Social Security .
_disability pension, and he displayed a Certificate of
Social Insurance Avard from the Department of Health,
Education and Yelfare. Sozial Security Division, reflecting

- "he suffers_from emphysena; and effective iMay 8, 1963, he

was awarded $117.00 monthly. MEANS stated he is unemployed
. due to his physical condition.

- : MEANS advised that om the moruning of November 22,
1963, he stopped to visit a friend, GLEMN CLYATT, 2 contractor
who operates under the name of Wilco Constructicon Company at

- offices on North 12th Street about three blocks south of
Camelback Road. He said CLYATT, who resides at 1503 East
Yhitton, was not in his office and neither was »CAGCK" who
works there. MEANS gaid he then went up Sireat .
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or a block aad a half to 3 bar. He said ke d4id nst recall the
name of the bar, but bsliesved it was "3i" ssomething. He szaid
the bar was on the west side of 12th Strest and abﬁut sne block
~south of Camelback Read.

- MEANS advised that ke went in tkhis bar to gst 2
package of cigarsttes and that he had a bser. He sajd that
wnile he wa3s in the bar, som2 wonman cans in and tsid the _

- bartendar that ghe hsard su the radie $hat scmenne was skot

or dead. MEANS said ne 4did not hear whe she v33 talkiag about
and asked *he bartender who t2ld him that it wis Prsaident

' .. MEANS said this "hit hin hard, right beitwvsen the eyes".
He said he had always liked President KENYREDY and just could
not believe what he had heard. He said bs got exciied and
. decided to call Dallas to find cut whether it mns true or not.
He said he placsd a ¢all thewrgh tis Phoealx ospesrator and had
her connect him with the Dallss opsratsosr whomn he asked
connect him with the hospital to waich Presidernt KL\WEDY had
~ been taken. MEANS said hiz only purpsEs in u,ing this was
t0 verify ths rsport and dsaisd that he asked Lzr ¥rs, KENNEDY.
MEANS said ha talxsd to a2 woman at the horpital, who he belisved
was probvably the telspnuzﬁ operatar toere, and fhxﬁ oTerator
would not counnect him with anyone eolse. HEANS zaid ke a¢ked
-her for ons of the guards, but was told therse was no one
around. He =aid he belleves that he asked ths operatsor
whethar or not it =as true tkat Prssident KEMWEDY kad been
shot, but he is surs that she did oot verify thisz f£3r him.

MEANS stated that he had been drinking "some" hefore
this happened, arnd aiter h2 made the 4bcvn~h“ntxuqed call, he
thought to himself that he had bsen ""a dzumned fo051%, He said
~"I no doubt overstepped myself.” MNEANS said that if he had

- not been drianking, he is sure he would rot have made the call.
‘He explained that the reported shocting of the President was
very upsetting t» him in his condition, acd his only intention
was to verify the report.

MEANS advised that he héd made ounly one call to

Dallas, Texas (that is, he called only osne number there),
but he might have gotten z busy line. He said he thinks
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he remembers the operator calling back one time saying she
could not get through to the hospital. MEANS said he did
not stay long at the bar after making the ¢all to the Dallas
hospital. BMEANS denied that he asked the baritender at the
bar to turn the teleyision s=2t on, apd said he was almost
sura it was not on while he was in the bar.

" MPANS advised thaft ws certainly kad no 411 feelings
- concarning Presidsnt KINNECY and Jd1d not wast £o cause a6y
. trouble. . He =aid he had a great dsal of respsct Iaw Pregident \
KENNEDY. He stated he believed Dresidont RKENNEDY hiad advaaced ;
pany moderm and upright idsas and wanted the pest for averybzody.
Be said he admired Prdsident KENNESTY's gpeechss and believed
that President KENNEDY had done a lot of good f#sr the couniry.

'  MEANS denied that he knew LEE HARVEY OSWALD or
JACK RUBENSTEIN, aka JACK RUBY; and s2id he never keard of
these peopls before thsy ¥sre in the ne¥d,

- ¢/ MBANS denied calling any other tezlephone number in .
Dallas on November 22, 1963, and Said ne doss not know anyone
named VAL VAE STOME. He said the only Twrf Bar t@at he knows

. of is in Billings, Montana.

S The following dszcripticn Was asbtainsd throeugh
obaervation and jnterrozation: . . :

Nawme o WYLLIAN MORTIMER MEANS

Age ' : 57 )
Date of Birth May 9, 1906 : ,
. .. place of Birth Chatfield, Minnesota
Height ' 5¢ 11" T
: ~ Weight 1720
- " Eyes - Blue
' ° Hair Iron gray

F¥ormer Occupation Painter and decoprator
Social Security No. 311-10-7036 _
Scar 4 inch diageonal scar, outside
’ ‘of right arm about 2 inches
. ) above wrist :
Parents ‘JOEN and JESSIE (FREEMAN) MEANS,
- both deceased . :
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