ir. weorge Vill 12/26/91
The Washington rost

1150 15 5t., W

Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear lr., Will,

\hat is reparkable to me in your today's column is that you condemm Vliver Stone
in precisely the words I used in warning hin beford he started shooting would be used
to condenn him. Georpe Lardner has copies of Z'il send then to you.

In n long, detailed and doaunented letter of Pebruary 6§ I told him, bused on per—
sonal kmowledge, that he would be filmimyg a "fraud and a travesty."

I w.rned him that Garrison's Louk was of intended dishonesty, that he "falsified"
throughout and wagentirely "indifferent to truth."

Some of the details I provided and documented can, I think, give you a column that
will be pgreat fun to write and to read.

George and L have knoun each other for 25 yeurs. If you wint credentials for ne, I
am coniident he will provide them.

“VWhat time I could spend in Neuw Orleans was usod to try to leurn more about Osvald.
I did and Garrison was indifferent to it. I woﬂd up, along with some of his staff, doing
damage control. I did provent, as George will confirm, what vould have been outrageous
beyond description. '

knoving this and having been oftered more, Btone nonetl{g.ess proceei%ith an overt
exploitation and commercialization. If th-s intercstsyou for another column, I'll be
glad to provide what you may want.

Host incredible of all was Garrison s planned cormemoration of the fifth assassina-
tion muniversary. When his staff was not able to get hin to abandon it, two asked ne to
try. I was able to use Uarrisouis own staff investipgators to nake siuple and obvious
investigntion he had never asked of it. Vith this, with my own knowledge, und with the
copies of Garrison®s own records I gave one of his staff a wemo that convinced Garrison
he would not get away with what he had cooked up, out of nothing but the murk of his umind.

Just imugine! le knew that dobert L. Jerrin, former husband of a Warren Commission
witness, had killed himself in llew Orleans in 1962. But he was going to charge Serrin
with being a Urassy fnoll assassin in 19673! .

For exposure and condemnation rarely more justified, I think I have a riches of infor-
mation if you or anyone else you know would like more. aguin, I sugpest you ask Tardner.

You sk an obvious and proper question, why did Costner lend himself to this libel
on our country. You could ask sk this question of a number of other famous actors Ytone
enticed uith large fees for bit parts. The answer in that the persuasive Stone conned them

with lies. Uostner reflects this as he is quoted in "Personalities" on i3: Stone convinced

them and on all possible occasions told the world that all the governmenmonts records were



suppressed until the year 2039 at the ﬁdrliest. Stone knew this was a lie and kpowing
it he kept repeating it, only recently chunging its formulation after a tifrend of mine
f(;nally broke through his pulace guard and was able to wise hinm up.

There is absolutely nobody vorlking in the 1‘i]\.ﬁd of phlitical assassinations vho
does not know that by a series of difficult and costly FOIA lawsuits I ob%ained about
a quarter o‘} a uillion puges. They also lmow that buliavm that ﬁo:a rmukes me surro-—
gate for the people I make them freely available to all writers. While it is not possible
that the few experts of various hues he hired, mostly to be able to trade on their numes,
did not know this. I told Stone himself tuo konths berore he started shooting, in that
February letter.

This &s to day that without question Stone knew he was lying and he continued to lie
becisuse he could promote hig lie¢ of a movie in advance vith his delibdrate lies,

aActually, he lied about :lmest everything, he and his sycophants and hungers-on.

Tvo who are Journalim/comr.ynications professors are, I think, worthy of special
attention. One wag Garrison's editor and Stone's co-author. -

If you are not aware of' it, “tone's self- and movia—promotionu_hmegan with his
telling the world that he would be recording their history for the people, telling them
who killed their President, why and how. I pl'ove(fmo hing that without (juestion he
could not do this with Carrison'e boukc.;yet He did not respond und he proceeded with what
he knew had to ﬁ a "frand and a travesty."

4s recently as in his December 20 oped piece in the Hew York “ines he refereed %o it
as history and said reporters could not be trusted with it. I believe, without proof, that
Peter Unle Scott was the probable author.

I hope you will take the time to tallk to Yeorge and read sone of vhat I gave hin,
e%pecially this E‘ebruary letter and what I wrote hinm the day after the Josy published
hg incredible lies and other errors after giving him the rere opnortunity to correct
what he had submitted eariier. As of Yune 2 he was still monumentally ignorunt of basic
and proven fact about the assassination and its investigations.

You, anyone worlking for you or for that matter anyone at all interested is velcone
to exarine what + have ¥& and to use our copier.

I believe that this wregfhed exploiter und commercinlizer and all others who would
misuse the tragedies of our history fot personal gratification or profit require exposure
and diauoffngement.

As I an sure George will tell you I am the only one writing in the field vho is not
and never has been a conspiracy theorist and that when I can I expose them, including by
helping hin do that. iy vork is restricted to fact, ny sceven books have survived close
eritical examination and remain basic in the field, and enfecbled and in ill health at
78, I uake what effort I can to leabe an accurdle record fof history.

},f,wﬂéwz? Sincerely, larold \eisberg
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Céorge F. Will )
JFK:
Paranoid

Hist
Oliver Stone’s movie “JFK” will
give paranoia a bad name and give us
all pause. Viewing his travesty about,
the Kennedy assassination makes gne.
wonder what Stone would have
thought about the century’s most ctin-
sequential asaassimtionlgl' Rk
On June 28, 1914, six young me
were poised in Sarajevo, Bomia.‘.l:&
throw bombs at the car of Archdukg
‘Franz Ferdinand. Five of them, intim*
idated by the crowds or unwilling tor
hurt the archduke's wife, did nothings
However, one asked a i
which car was the archduke’s, :the:
policeman identified it, and the boy
threw his bomb, which bounced. off;
the archduke's car and exploded un-
der the following car, e
One of the others, Gavrilo Prindtp
_ went off disconsolately for coffee 2
. corner cafe, where he loitered, Latét)
the archduke, going to'a museum)
decided to visit the people injured by
the bomb. His drmm
.-the route to the ital, s !
' front of the cafe where theutunuh’ﬁ

 Princip sat, Princip leapt up and ghit
maipe

the archduke and his wife, " the
* lighting Europe's fuse,” '+~ - 1 WSi
Stone's portrayal®of this would “be:
Like, wow. What a complex ¢onspiracy
; brought the “victim to ducqu:
* cleverly 'contrived coffee break, The
driver was not confused, the first bornh
" “miss” was a ruse, the policeman was in
on the plot, and there must have been
hundreds of others, too. Who 'was' be-
™ hind it all? Well, who benefited?” Munk
tions makers—merchants of death, y a1
That is the message of Stone's cellu-

loid diatribe, Much of America's estab--

lishment conspired to kill Kennedy be-
cause he loved peace and "they” wanted
" war, ‘Strange. that a-society so sick
allowed such a saint to be president 4t
al!.bmthisiamrtomlﬁstorvbym
whois 45 goingon8. . - . wm
In his three-hour lie,:Stone falsifie¥
_.so.much that he may be an intellefty-,
al sociopath, indifferent to truth: Or,
perhaps he is just another gan-
dist frozen in the 1960s like a fly'ii

amber, combining moral arrogance:.

with historical ignorance, .»: 1" nave

=~ He is a specimen of 1960s arrested -

" development, the result of the selfs
absorption encouraged by all the rubbish’
written about his generation being so
unprecedentedly moral, idealistic, caring
etc. He is one of those “activists” who
have been so busy trying to make histo
ry they have not learned any. i

Of America’s two other assassinas
tions of the 1960s—of Robert Keng;:'
dy and Martin Luther King Jr.——
Stone says, "There's no doubt that
these three killings are linked, and it
worked, That's what's amazing, They
pulled it off.” Ah, yes: “They.” Who
are “they” who used Sirhan Sirhan
and James Earl Ray as well as Lee
Harvey Oswald for their purposes? -

They are, he says, “a moving, fluid
thing, a series of forces at play.” Can
he be a tad more specific? Okay. They
are “a parallel covert government.”
They are merchants of death, omni-

. present, omnipowerful—but unable
to stop Stone from unmasking them.
Amazing indeed.

History teaches that as a -

*. ¢y increases in size arithmetically, the
_chances of its unraveling increase/®¥;

* *ponentially, Yet Stone asserts thata

"I conspiracy of many thousands (involv«
ing the FBI, the CIA, the armed

" forces, the Secret Service, the

. doctors, Earl Warren and the other

- members of his commission, the pr&ss

' and many others) succeeded until; 25§

¢ years later, there came a hero; Stone!

. Back in Stone's formative years=<
those 1960s he loves so ardentl{f=
members of the John Birch' Society
thought President Eisenhower had

! been: a ; Communist..: Intellectually

~Stone is on all fours with his migror

- images, the Birchers, who, like Stﬁg}g,

. thought Earl Warren wag a traitor,
Stone and they are part of a 16igd

+ fringe tradition, the paranoid styléin

. American politics;"a- style’ ravenous
for conspitacy theories. "~ ' 3w

-Why is actor Kevin Costner i
himself to this libel of America? Is e

- invincibly ignorant or just banally,vee
‘nal? Nothing else can explain his Wilt
"ingness ' to portray as a hero ‘Jin) -
* Garrison, who, as New Orleans’ ‘dis:

" trict attorney, staged an assassinatiol’
““investigation” that involved reckless»
‘ness, cruelty, abuse of power, publigi-
:, ty mongering and dishonesty, allona '
" scale that strongly suggested lunacy

| leavened by cynicism.

‘After covering the assassination
story for 28 years, the journalist who
knows most about it is The Pqgl’s

George Lardner. ' He ‘documents

? Stone -“stomping o presumptionf of

- innocence, cooking up’ false adffiis-

‘sions, ignoring contrary evidence and

+ giving a conspiratorial tone to incone

. sequential facets of the tragedy thal

. ‘'were explained long ago.” Stone him*

*-self should have played Garrison, =¥~

Every viewer will have his or ‘hét

favorite Stone fabrication. Mine is eithet
.the assertion that U.S. troops from

Germany were airborne over America
as part of the plot, or the assertion that
President Johnson reversed a Kennedy
order about Vietnam that in fact John-
son approved four days after the assassi-
nation, or the assertion that the CIA had
stories about Oswald's arrest in some
foreign papers almost at the moment he
was arrested. 2,
The through-the-looking-glass
premise of this movie is: Proof of the
vastness of the conspiracy is that no
one can prove it exists, Stone's pose
is that he loves America and the truth
equally. That is true. e
“JFK" is an act of execrable history
and contemptible citizenship by a man
of technical skill, scant education and
negligible conscience. T



