Assassination conspiracists
noturn un-Stoned innew film

LARRY HACKETY

.torcade“that ‘rolls
M through - the “film,Oliver
Stone’s “JFK”:is;taking snip-
er fire from more than one di-
rection. . . “aimianiy
. Stone’s : theory ‘that: Presi-

L iké'-'thl{fshn-s'pla;hed mo-

he adds. “If you're doing it as
nonfiction, you're lying to the

people.”. ~ =g e
The. .conspiracy buff_net-
work.'_l}_ke the shadowy links
they try to-expose, can bea
-treacherous place. Oppo-
nents have branded éach oth-
er as,(_)_IA-q)lant_s.-,Seemlngly
trivial distinetions are
grounds for bitter feuds. And
now envy has crept in, with
Stone’s film having “kinda
caused a rift between the gots
and the got-nots,” says™ Jim
Marrs, whose book, ‘‘Cross-
fire: The Plot That Killed
Kennedy,” was a prime
source for the the film.
There are about 100 active
conspiracy researchers work-
ing throughout the country.
On one end are people
Weisberg, who ridicule the-
Warren Commission’s “lone
gunman” "theory, but stop
short of blaming anybody else
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for the alleged conspiracy." .

On the_other are théories’
implicating even Jackie Ken--
nedy or poison darts fired by
the “4mbrella*man”. along :
‘Dealey Plaza. =% "5 -

 The ¢biggest complaint
these-buffs have about “JFK"”

is Stone’s decision to‘ehrdﬁiif !

Jm/zéy

‘was the first blockbuster con=

" gpiracy book, says “Stone
. made. errors of commission.
_and -omission. As-for’ Garri-
. son, “it doesn't capture him
Ciat all,‘;’d s;y’sc}ﬁeﬁwal?é-w:s
During his investigation, =~ M@ ried by- json-aiter e
Garrison was savaged as an ™ became'a judge.. . - '
intemperate witch-hunter |~.7
who never had a case against |-
Shaw and ruined him, in
part, because he ‘was homo-
sexual. Members of his staff
quit in disgust over his tac-
tics, which reportedly also in-
cluded drugging witnesses
and burying information
damaging to Garrison’s pros-
ecution. i s

“He was in fact on the trail
of the assassins, and the ba-
sic direction of his suspicion
was correct,” said Jerry Rose,
editor' of “The Third Dec-
-ade,” -a upstate-based con-
‘piracy newsletter. . S

“But his fastening on Clay
Shaw, ‘that" was ‘very,” very

son charged . retired” New
Orleans  businessman Clay
Shaw with conspiring to kill
Kennedy. In 1967, a juiy de-
libérated less than an hour
before acquitting Shaw. - *~

n the other hand,“the
film takes so many lib-
" ‘erties 'that [Stone] has
made it vulnerable to attack,” .
. Lane charges. “It's very ‘bad’
" on the facts.” & o
. Among the most misleading
_ details, says Lane, is'a scene
where Shaw acknowledges to
police his-use ‘of the .alias
“Clay Bertrand.” .
Shaw- always -denied he
- ever used an alias, but the
film gives the impression the
statement was simply
- . quashed to protect him. In es-
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dent*Sohn “Kennedy “was cle ‘the efforts of Jim Garri-
killed §'-Da]1a5‘by_;§-c:bal of :%th.ehNhﬂrEQﬂem district
militaty thiefs, the:FBLCIA, _ooorneyinfielate 1960 and
defengé_zm“famm zand- | :enlg_*?hdécutor i h ¢ try
anti-Casiro Cibans has been  (VC [ifSennedy's tsas
E:t by a " storm -of derision Gai °in".:i-§-¢..‘f.z‘r-,;.: “fo."
streaberitioe; s 42 0 glﬂedﬁf&%'ffﬁs'?ﬁ”ﬁ _—
“Butfeven: goraa masest "état_orchestrated by ibl ) 5 o ey e X W
ﬂonioﬁzg?m’&“‘ﬁ&m‘;‘: bUQinéﬁa.-théinﬂitnryhn" hig weak.” Rose said. “I think he sence, it calls Shaw,a liar. -
charging Stonethassmissed lclligence agents. Why? They was an opportunist. Hesawa .~ “He [Stone] says it's going
the trth - or: at-least thei feared Kennedy, was too soft chance to make “a ‘political “"to give us asolution'to the s
truth &% & Se%. =  oncommunism and was plan- ~Dame for himself” ~ <% ‘' . sassination, and it can’t do
“Itddisinformation, ning fo-pull out of Southeast.| y;: Stone says he used Qarrl-, . that, that’s impossible,”
ty anda fraud . Asia; thereby énding the gra--| - Son's characterin the film as |:.charged David Wrone, a Uni-
Weisbérg, thé author,: vy train for jthe military-in-- | {8 Trojan Horse to carryaya-| | [fversity of Wisconsin profes-
“Whitéfvash”and: Edehﬁ’of ' dustrial complex.” "~ ;x " riety of éonsnm:..-!h@:;i"*‘n% +.sor; “Why should rich people
the conspiracists’:Weisher Two years after the aseassic | [ "and not just the New Orleans; 7. with & lust for greed and
— wh hasi't setn tha ki |" nation, Garrison began lock- - -connections. He-also tlaims} | _ fame pervert ourhistory?” -
but read;an ear ’:*ﬁdﬂg | ing'into Léé Harvey Oswald’s |, Garrison ‘was. vindicatedj | Relax, says Dr. Cyril Wecht,
calls ‘Stone "an‘%?'c‘w? 5= ‘New :Orleaiis Jinksoin ‘the | years later, whem J% WCS ""a “pathologist 'consulted by
commereializing dmonster” - months before the Dallas as- Jearned “that Shaw had ‘in- |~ Stone. “Eighty per cent of the
‘who is duping t_:g bl?s:fith - sassination: R .deed been a CIA operative.., .. American public rejects the
2 tortured and fantasticihy. 5. -Afer tying Oswald to anti- -| . Notienough -proofi:isays. *'Watren Cammission.How s
pothesis. - - ., .- i ¥ Castro exiles;-right-wing ex- " | "~ - “So what the hell2,7{he +*it reinventing history show-
' o TRED £ remists and the CEA, Garri- | . Snaps. “Who wasw't?™%2 i . ‘ing that the Warren Commis-
g o e ‘Mark -Lane,=whosex19 sion-was wrong?” -~ ™
“] think it's a disservice,”  book . “Rush to Judgment” At the least, “JFK™ is serv-

“‘ing ‘as a lightning rod for all
- conspiracy. buffs,who . 'con-
- spiracy-turned-lone-gunman

--advocate Jim Moore ‘brands
.as “very /lonely and. psycho-

logically ‘dependent” on the
assassination puzzle. _ .
“_ But everyone agrees “JFK"
cannot help boosting interest
in the assassination- — not a
- bad thing if the truth has yet
to be found.~ LTS
. But can it? Weisberg -and
Wrone say no. “What we
should do is find out why we
don’t know,” Wrone says.
But hope springs eternal
- from most conspiracists. “I
think it’s going to be benefi-
* cial to the general public that
this kind of version is put
out,” says Rose. “That it to-
tally misrepresents who Gar-
rison was is sort of beside the
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