Hr. *om Oliphant 7627 01d Receiver Road

The Doston YUlobe Frederick, Ild. 21702

2000 Penna. ave., IW 1:/22/91 3 /’y75'--,f"/.f£
Washington, D.C.

Deur lir. Vliphant,

Your "Inside Vashington" afifirmation ol P.T.Barnun's perccptiveness about suckers,
surprising from an experienced and sophisticated repo:r‘%rhnd your to me awmazing comment
that amounts to two wrongs making a right \The Varren Report is wrong therefore any critic-
ism of it like Garrison/Utonek is right) plus the ignorance of the subject matter as well
as of the actunlities of Eliver “tone's crude and overt coumercialization and e:plomtation
of the great traugedy of the JFK agsassination serve to couwsuse the still sorroving people
and to provide additional protection for the official miscreants vho never investigated
the erime and never intended to.

(lr apologies for my typing. I'm alwost 79, seriously impaired und must sit vith my
#legs dlevated and the typewriter to one side.)

Like Yim Garrison, Vliver Htone has trouble telling the truth even by accident.

Hot having seen the movie,vhich I will not waste time on and do no‘t have to in
order tn be able to tell you what I say, I do not knovw vwhether he has yet modified one
of his more flambopyant lies that he knew was a lie before he first uttered it. In its
originul form it was that "all', official records were suppressed until the yeur 20%9 ex-
cept that the CIA could suppress its into perpetuity, If I heard wou correctly you said
2029, uhich me:ns that after many months of pronoting himself and his movie he finally
corrected his arithmetic. Eron what you suid he seems now to have reduced this fiction
to the records of the former House assassins committea.

I an a former reporter, investigative 'raporter, Senate investigator and editor, and
World Viar II intelligence analyst \085). I am the author of the first book on the Varren
Commigsion, five others on it and the other official investigations, of one on the hing
assassination, and there is no theory in any one of then.

desponsible theorizing is impossible becuause the government never investigated the
crimo itwelf and never intended go. I'll provide the documentation if you'd like id.

I have this documentation as the result of about a dozen FUIA lawsuits. Yone were
pracedrgl‘cal. One led to the 1974 amending of the inveatigutory files exenption of the act.
as everyone worldng in the field lmows and as + told S'tone when I first wrote hin 2/8/91 .
I make these records - about a quarter of a million puges — available to all writing in
the field. Virtually all will, I know, write what I disagree with,

If not earlier, “tone knew before he began lis endless repetition of this (and, of
course, as any informed person would mow, endless other) lie, from my letter, that nore
than this consideruble volume of records is and long has been available. Abouf"v_-ZT'D
cubic fect were mostly vlailable in the nruhi'lipn beginning in late 14969,



If you reud Lardner's story you kneu I} vwas his source and I was as close as your
phone. ahother Ulobe reporter spoke to mu':'z:% 'somu length vwhen he planned a story. and
there are other subject rather than conspimacy-theory e..perts you could have consulted -

I think as a responsible reporter, should have,

Vhatever you had in n&‘d you have becone part of a monster disinformation and misin-
formation and a sordid commercialization und exploitation.If you had done your "houework"
you'd have knowythis. as one who has cone to respect you from seeing you on TV, I regret
this very much becuause I cane to respect what you said. I think rou have now undermined
your credibility very much.

I{ do not know whether you want to try to undo the harm you have done, whether you
want to satiufy yourself that you have done harm, or whether you can begin to undo the
ham yeou have done to your own reputation and to the nation. If you wint to, 1'11 take
all the time you want, beginning by sending you copies of vhat I wrote Stone, with details
of' ¢hat he knew and what he could have leurbed before he mude this fraud and travesty you
praised so highly.

If I understood you correctly, amt you al{i‘gcked me so much I am not at all certain,
you believe that there are secrets that could solve the crine in the records of the House
assassing. There cannot be because the FBL never wanted any and because the louse assassins
did not really investigate the crime itsslf. It had its own agenda, beginning vith trying
to refute published crititg:';m (Blakey never once mentioned me in the pre—he:ring narrations)
and I know that it, meaning its general counsels, began with the determination to support
the official mwt]mlogiosl.

How.ver,even about this Htone lied. Mark »llen and ¥ both filed FOI!A‘ru"’quasta for
the records given to that committee. Serious health problens prevented ny pursuing this bl
the lawyer who had been my lawyer, Jim Lesar, filed sufcessful litigation for Mlen. us a
result mo?wqrnco;'ds thap/ Stond and his staff would take the tine to matjl that wprovided
to that coumittee have been aver®xo available since before 5tonu gav %the personal and com-—
mercial possibilities of Yarrison's disgustingly dishonest self-justification. Lesar, who
can confirm mpeh of what I say, is, I think, out of town briefly. His phone is 39'_5—@:
192}&'19 office is at 918 F St., IV, o

Despite what you may know of Htone's more recent claims, he bagan by telling the world
that his film would record their history for the people, that it would tell them who killed )
their Uresident, why and hov, and this is what made me decide to speak to “ardner when Stond
did not respond to the letter you are welcome to have along with the other things I offer.
He cammot now clainm that he never represented he would present a non-ficgion account and
he never had anything else in nind,ﬁ- only the attructive TictionsMaiting until after his
movie was out made criticism menningless. Criticism nlso enabled hinm to make hinself into
the honest nan that fron his movie he is not and did not intend to be.

Sincerely, ikirold Vieisberg

stk



