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EARLY OSCAR: The first Oscar envelope has
been opened, and the winner is Salynjit Ray. The 70-year-
old Indian film director will get an honorary Oscar March
30 In recognition of “rare maostery of the art of motion
petures, and of his profound humanitarion outlook, which
has had an indelible influence on flmmakers and audi-
ences throughout the worll” Among Ruy's films are the
Apu Trilogy series, Devi, Charulata, Days and Nights in
the Forest and The Chess Players.

PARTY NOISE: Keep the TV remote next to the
champagne glass on New Year's Eve. NBC's The Tonight
Show goes live al 11:35 p.m. EST with hest Jay Leno,
Kndeem Hardison reporting from Times Square, comed|-
ans Phil Hartman, Carol
and Ron Richards, singe

Spencer and Rockapella, Fox
counters at 11 pm. EST with hosts

The Paloce Los Angeles and
Guns N* Roses on tape. Both air at
the same time on the West Coast
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The tampering

Oliver Stone’s JFK Is 188 jet-
speed minutes of our nati

MOVIE REVIEW

nightmare — und & profession-
ol pightmare for flm review-
ers judging it beyond cinematic
standards. Let Stone embellish
Jim Morrison in » screen bio,
and who cares? But embellish
a generation’s watershed trage-
dy and here come the sharks.
Cinematically, JFK Is 90%
marvel, faliering In domestic
scenes. Historicall,
ous sleightl of
hand o put Siegfried & Roy out

MIKE CLARK

of work. Yel, don't far more
Gallup Polless than not call
the Warren Commission's find-
ings sleightof-hand, too?

This is whal Stone effective-
ly plays on: our continuing
doubts over who or how many
killed John Kennedy. His most
vulnerable decision s making
ex-New Orleans D.A. Jim Gar-
risan the hero, given the notori-

and

L
1

i

ety of Garrison's emply assassi-
nation conspiracy case ngainst
local businessman Clay Shaw.
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LINDA RONSTADT: Stars

A HOLIDAY
TRUGE WITH
THE IN-LAWS

OK, SO YOU'RE NOT
THE WALTONS. THERE
ARE STILL WAYS TO
EXTEND SOME PEACE
ON EARTH TO YOUR
FRACTIOUS FAMILY. 4D,
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tations of

For his part, Kevin Costner (as
Garrison) gives his most per-
sussive perfurinance since No
Way Out. And in casting chutz-
pah worthy of Olto Preminger,
Garrison himself plays Chief
Justice Earl Warren.

The film s chillingly sedue-
tive, refuting the asseriion that
Lee Harvey Oswald was a lone
gunman — or thal one so-
called “magic bullet™ could do
s0 much damage to Kennedy
and Texas governor John Con-
pally. Other times, JFK feels

hu;w

like a bill of goods. When some-
one specutates that a dead Os-
wald's palm print could have
been planted on the fatal rifie,
we see someane doing just that.
Go easy, Ollie, go easy.

Ag if Stone ever has — or
could. Judging it strictly as a
muvie, JFK 18 provocative, n
technical primer and an ep-
semble treal with unusually
well-renlized star camneos. I'sa
provocalive nearsmash  that,
like it or nol, will endure as a
must-see for years.

Oliver Stone’s truth

A widespread
outbreak of
respiratory ills

By Michelle Healy
USA TODAY

Three-fourths of the house-
holds in nearly all the USA's

colds,
munis, says
tracking service

This Is the most widespread
finding of respiratory illnesses
this early in a flu senson since
e tracking serviee staried 10
years ngo, says Andrew Kress,
EDN Corp, in Elkins Park, Pa.

The murkel research com-
puny, which runs the Flu Activ-
ity Notification Program, pro-
vides information to the
pharmaceutical Industry.

The company surveyed

is or pneu-
ational fu

er sign thal this is shaping up o
be a bad winter for fiu. The 0y

The best protection remains
the flu vaccine, suys Dr. James
Mason, Department of Health
and Human Services.

il week, Muoson assured
public that “the fiu vaccine
" afier reports that some
ctive blood donors who
had the imununization have
tested Ialse-positive for the
AIDS virus.

Experts recommend shols
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Possible acceplance speech: “I'd like o thank all the Little
particles ...") The journal cited the molecule's many
electronic properties and chemical interactions with other
atoms. Runnersup for the highesl honor a molecule can
aspire (o include stratespheric ozone and major histocom-
patibility complexes. Last year’s winner was buckminster-
fullerene's carbon-cousin, the dinmand.

BLOOD SHORTAGE WORRIES: The Amer-
lean Associntion of Blood Banks is worried that blood
donntions will fall because some prospective donors who
had flu shots tested false-positive for the ATDS virus “We
are ¢ about ., . sh ges” in ities where
significant numbers have had flu shots, the group's presi-
dent, Dr. Shannon Cooper, said Thursday. The American
Red Cross says it's too early 10 know whether the problem
of false test results would affect the amount of blood
available during the holiday season. Both organiztions
emphasized there is no risk to the safety of blood supplies.

BRAIN GAMES: Mensa, the organlzation of people
with high 1Gs, hos graciously agreed to u.__n-.m its choices for
the 1op five word and strategy games with us. The games:
Pyramis (Abalone Games Corp., Grand Haven, Mich.);
Clue: The Great Museum Caper (Parker Brothers, Beverly,
Mass.); Lapis (Pango Inc., Fanwood, NJ.); SET (Set Tnc,,
East Lansing, Mich.); and Master Labyrinth (International
Playthings, Riverdaie, N_1.).

THEY'RE NO CHUCK & DI: pemocracy and
monarchy aren’t an especially pood mix, nnd a Spy reader
survey demonstrates why. Arnold Schwarzenegger and
Elizabeth Taylor were voted king and queen in the survey,
sponsored by Spy and Crown Royal Canadian whiskey,
John F. Kennedy Jr. was named prince, and Madonna and
Anita Hill tied for princess. The rest of the royal court:
Norman Schwarzkopf, knight; Dan Quayle, jester. Pee-wee
Herman and the Brady Bunch got votes In each categnry.

By David Landis
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Sweat can’t
transmit the
AIDS virus

By Mike Snider
USA TODAY

People who are infected
‘with HIV, the AIDS virus, can-
not transmit it through sweat, &
new study confirms.

Experts have long believed
that risk of infection by sweal
is very low or non-existent.

In a twoyear study, Dr.
Gary Wormser of New York
Medical College and others
found no HIV in sweat from 50
people who had AIDS or were
infected with HIV. The repori
Is published in Januarys The
Journal of Infectious Diseases.

The results might be of par-
ticular interest to athletes, “be-
cause of the Magic Johnson
story,” Wormser says.

The NBA Players Associn-
tion and the Johns Hopkins
School of Publlec Health
Wednesday announced an
AIDS education program that
will reach nll piayers by the
league's Feh, 8 AllSmr game.

Players weren'l unduly wor-
ried about sweal, says Johns
Hopkins' Dr. Alan Goldberg,
but “the press had brought 1L up
5 hnd to be addressad, II's
nice to see another report that
confirms our current urder-
standing"

History his
to interpret
in new film

By Jefferson Graham

Comedian ik

Moart Sahl,
fired for his

HOLLYWOOD — Diiver
Stone is on the hot seat.

Accnsed of rewriting his-
tory by The Washington

...__H*A ﬁ“.._mo_._mm. Post, The Chicago Tribune,
Esquire und Time during the

m..Umm_Am m_UOCﬂ making of his film JFK, he
: felt the heat intensify this
ﬁ_Jm 30<_m. QU week ns Newsweek and
Time took him to tesk for
crealing characters that
didn't exisi and fctionalizing key elements of the story.
But like n man on a crusade, twice-wounded Vieinam vet
Stone, 45, passionately believes that he Is right and they are
wrong. [ 3, he is, are bers of the Fast
Coast media establishment that reported Lee Harvey Ds-
wild acled alone in killing John F. Kennedy. To support
Stone's version would be to admit they erred in reporting.
"I feel obligated to defend my right to interpret history as
an ortist,” says Stone. “1 certainly think it's too dangerous to
leave (o newsmen, who have done such a shoddy job of in-
terpreting” what happened In Dallas on Nov, 22, 1863,
Stone’s three-hour version focuses on reaklife New Or-
leans District Atiorney Jim Garrison, portrayed by Kevin
Costner as a Jimmy Stewartdike good guy who fights the
world virtually alone in a quest (o prove that the govern-
ment (CIA, military) killed the president, and that Oswald

Please spe COVER STORY next page »

1,004 QOCIONS 1N he USA S op
50 citles, located in 33 states,
plus the largest metropolitan
areas in the rematning states in
the continental U.S.

Denver is the latest city add-
ed to the tracking service's
“alert" list, meaning “roughly
three-fourths of households
have someone with respiratory
illness,” Kress says.

While the findings don't di-
rectly indicate the number of
influenzn cases, they are anoth-

10T ITANIS, e PIUerTy ana ol
ersal high risk — those with di-
abeles, suppressed immune
systems, renal disorders and
cardiac patients — and for
those who work or live with
people al high risk.

But if you get the flu anyway,
the best treatment includes
rest, fuids, aspirin or ncet
aminophen {such as Tylenol).
Dion't give aspirin to children
with the fiu; it can cause Reye's
syndrome, which may be fatal.

MOVIE REVIEW/SUSAN WLOSZCZYNA

Steve Martin, ‘Bride’
a happy marriage

Back when Steve Mar-
tin used to prance about
with a phony arrow
through his cranium, who
would have thought he
would end up the embodi-
ment of Every Dad?

Thot the title role in Fa-
ther of the Bride (Spencer
Tracy in the "30 original)
fits Martin like n well-
worn slipper turns this re-
make into a lnugh-littered
walk down the aisle.

Those who'd rather see
saomething old than some-
thing new will find Bride
Irresistible as Martin ngo-

By Matihew Rolsion
nizes over losing a daugh-  KISS FOR LUCK: Steve Martin plays
ter and gaining an “inde- father of bride Kimberly Willams.

pendent communications

" ns & inlaw.

The updated bride (bouncy
newcomer Kimberly Willinms
in the role Elizabeth Taylor
never stopped playing) wantsa
career, mokes a great hook
shot and wears lace<decked
sneakers under her gown. But
rather than shake up an instite
tlon (like Robert Altman's The
Wedding), Bride is content tn
tick off timeless pitfalls:

b The engagemenl news
Diane Kenton, nicely re-
strained as the mother of the
bride, amd Martin impersonate
comedy and lragedy masics,

¥ Meeting the inaws. Mar-
lin snoops in their Bel-Air man.
sion, accidentally drops their
bank book in the pool, then
falls in himself.

P Trimming the guest Hst
Cost-conscious Martin is elnted
to learn that one invitee is actu
ally dend.

But it's Martin Shart who

Call 1-800-USA-CLAS . .. To give flight to aircraft sales through USA TODAY Classified

Father of the Bride

Gtove Martin . Goorgn Banka
Diwon Keaton, . ., . . . . Nina Banks
Kimbarly Willama, ... ... . Annis
Marfin Short. Franck

Moyors, . In thaatars national-

takes the cake (or, as he would
say, "coa-nck’) as Franck, the
wedding coordinator with a
Euro-weird accent you could
hang the guests’ conts on.

A few hits — like Martin's
supermarket tirnde over why
huns come by the dozen while
hot dogs are sold in eight-packs
— aore filler, albeit funny fller
But those who would mther
augh fhan cry al weddings
(hint: bring a hanky anyway)
will say [ do” in Brida.

e e
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Mort Sahl, still speaking out

By Jefferson Graham
USA TODAY

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. —
Mort Sahl hasn't had a TV
home since a Los Angeles TV
station fired him in the 1960s.

But now, the comedian, con-
troversial in the 60s for his out-
spoken views and contention
that John Kennedy was mur-
dered by the CIA and the Pen-
tagon, (the reason KTTV axed
him) finally has a TV arena
where he can speak his mind,
38 years after starting his
show-biz career.

Sahl now has a no-holds-
barred hourlong monthly show
for the Monitor Channel, Mort
Sahl Live, airing Saturday, 9
p.m, EST/6 p.m. PST.

Sahl, 64, first gained fame
for being the first comedian to
deal with topical, political ma-
terial with an edge (he pre-
dates Lenny Bruce), as he
stood onstage in his red sweat-
er, holding the newspaper and
commenting on current events,

He still has the sweater and
the paper, and he still speaks
out. This week he tackles the
Anita Hill/Clarence Thomas
hearings, Oliver North's book
tour and the recession. Next
month, he'll talk about Oliver
Stone’s JFK movie and the
presidential campaign.

After some lean years, Sahl's
career is picking up again,
thanks largely to a 1988 PBS
documentary about him. *It
stirred everyone's con-
science,” he says. “It reminded
people of how they once felt.”

Sahl is a favorite of many
comics. Woody Allen says it
was Sahl who influenced him
to get up onstage. “He was the
best thing I ever saw,” Allen
told biographer Eric Lax.
“Like Charlie Parker in jazz."

“Mort stood up against ev-
erybody,” says comic Jonathan
Winters. “Mort's a fighter, and
he’s as articulate today as
when I met him in the '50s,
standing in a red sweater at the
(club) hungry i.”

On Dec. 23, 1953, Sahl made
his debut at that now-defunct
San Frhncisco club.

When other comics were
telling wife jokes, Sahl talked
about things younger audi-

By Lynn Houston

MORT SAHL: His brand of political humor and his career are on the upswing with a new cable show.

ences could relate to: politics,
jazz and sports cars.

Sahl's formula is “to ap-
proach people as if you were
talking to them one on one,
with more intimate conversa-
tions.”

Time called him “Will Rog-
ers with fangs,” and Sahl be-
came friends with John F, Ken-
nedy, writing speeches and
jokes for the new president.

His career nose-dived once
he began speaking out on the

assassination conspiracy, but
he feels Watergate and the
Iran-contra affair vindicated
his assertion that the govern-
ment doesn't always tell the
truth,

Now, he counts former Pres-
ident Reagan and President
Bush among his friends, after
appearing at a charity function
with Reagan when he was the
governor of California. Nancy
Reagan invited him to dinner,
and they became friends.

Has Sahl sold out?

“I stand for the same stuff to-
day that I did then,” he says,
denying he’s a Republican.
“I'm a radical.”

Sahl still makes a steady liv-
ing working political functions,
occasional concerts and the
Monitor show,

“The thing is not to bend,
keep your point of view and
survive on your own terms,” he
says. “Look at what I went
through and look at what I
have now. I've got myself, and
my principles were not put into
escrow.”

» ‘JFK,’ the movie, 1D
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Character serves as a metaphor

Continued from 1D

did not act alone — if atall —
in the shoaoting of the president.

Stone's viewpaint is the op-
pusite of the one set forth in
1864 by the Warren Commis-
slon, which said a lone gunman
did kill the president That
finding has heen debated ever
since, spawning a cotiage in-
dustry devoled Lo various con-
spiracy theorles.

JFK Is easily the most con-
troversial film of the year —
nol surprising, as multiple
Academy Award winner Stone
is n director who seems to
thrive on controversy. His past
in-your-face films (Platoon,
Wall Street, The Doors, Born
on the Fourth of July) invited
public debate, Viewers either
love his films — or hate ‘em.

“You don’l go unscathed
when you step out, and Oliver
steps out,” Costner says. “He'sa
forward-motion guy with his
subjects und storytelling”

JFK's storytelling already'is
making waves al previews.

Prablem No. 1 Stone paints
Garrison os the first — and
only — cilizen 1o speak out
ahout the commission. The
truth is that Mark Lane's 1966
book Rush to Judgmenl came
first, and comedian Mort Sahl's
career came (o a halt when he
aitacked the commission on
siage. Garrison’s case wasn't
announced until 1967,

Problem 2. Characters are
creafed and composile situn-
tiins are mvented t make 8
better case for Slone's conten-
don that the military killed
JFK because he wanied 1o
withdraw from Vietnam and
they wanted their war.

In u key scene, Garrison
goes Lo the Washington Manu-
ment and meets “Mr. X" who
tells why JFK was killed, 1ts
depicted as a turning point for
Garrison, who then belleves,
without n doubt, that the gov-
ernment ordered the nssassina-
tion. Yet in real life, Garrison
never went to Washington 1o
meet X; Stane did, in 1988,

Scenes like that have his crii-
Jes dubbing his movie Dancing
With Facts.

“What can | say? It's been
hovies,” Stone says.
“"Missing, Reds, Silkwood, The
g Fields, they were all
criticized for condensing,

changing facts, shifling things
around so it would be & dra-
matic fow. But [ think the es-
sence of all those movies is
they gave o real truth.

"It doesn't say al the begin-
ning of the movie that this is a
true story,’” he adds, But
doesn't opening (e movie with
newsreel and TV foolage imply
thit? “No. If sets the lone.”

Allun Lichtman, who teach-
es history ul American Univer-
sity in Washingion, D.C., says
getting history from the movies
is one of the worst ways lo
learn. “Unfortunately, many
people pick up their history
from the movies and televi-
slon,” he says, “and it becomes
uncritically incorporated into
the way they view the world"

JFK offers revisionist histo-
ry. The '00s press porirayed
Garrison as a publicity-seeking
buffoon, nol a Frank Capra
hero. Work credited to him In
the movie was pot ull his.

“I used Garrison as a mets-
phor for all the research that
was done in the '60s 1o the
'80s," Stone gays. “The point of
the picture was why Kennedy
wus killed, and the only way 1
could gel there was (o incorpo-
rate other researchers into
Garrison's work.”

Lane, whose fourts hook
aboul the nssassination —
Playsible Denial trom Thun-
der's Moulh Press, has just
been published — salutes
Stone for pulting the issue back
onto the front burner, “It just
would have been better had he
stuck (o the facs"

Lane hasn't seen the flm,
but he read two drafls of the
script and mel with Stone's
people about including Denial
research cluniming the ClA
killed Kennedy. Bul no deal
was struck because Stone want-
ed the right to fictionalize it,
Lane says. “I didnt make @
deal with Stone, therefore |
don't exist In the Hollywood
version."

Stone hns been labeled parn-
noid, which irks him. Before
the USA TODAY interview, his
publicist called to asic the pa-
per's position on the Warren
Commission. A few days afler-
wiird, Stone — encountered in
a hotel — smiled and said,
“¥ou're going 1o write & negn-
tive story, aren't you?”

One reason he may be wary;

Four weeks Into filming, his
firsidruft script got leaked 1o
the press. “We had a mini-in-
dustry devoled lo destroying
the eredibility of this fiim be-
fore it came oul,” Stone says.
“Instead of spending so much
energy saying ‘Stone’s interpre-
lation of history is fiction,
which It is not, why don't they
devole the same energy Lo ask-
ing why Kennedy was killed?"

A Muy '81 Washington Post
poll found just 18%, of respan-
dents agreed with the Warren
Commission; 56% believed a
conspiracy killed JFK.

So, apparently, did some in
Congress. in 1976, a house sub-
commiltee said there “probu-
bly" was i conspiracy; files
from that debale have been
sealed until 2029,

What does Stone wanl to
happen with JFK? For former
CIA director George Bush to
miake some sort of Slalement?

Says Stone: “He doesn't
kriow. Mosi of the people who
do know are deud. The best
thing that can happen is a shift
in the consciousness: for the
American public, as their Rus-
slon counlerparts said with the
KGB, lo say "Enough. We want
1o see the files With a vote in
Congress, they could be opened
lomorrow,"

For now, the married father
of two (his 7-year-old son Sean
plays Garrison's son in JFK) is
looking forward to getling off
the battlefield. The Doors and
JFK were filmed bick 1o buck,
there have been 18-hour days
In the editing room and he's
looking forward 1o a vacation
— maybe a year. This desplie
commilments o produce an-
other Vietnam movie, a film bi-
ography of slain gny rights ne-
livist Harvey Milk and possibly
1o direct a film about an Asian-
American detective.

He's tired of nlking (*1 think
a movie should speak for it-
self") and looks forward 1o let-
ting the public, instead of the
media, vole on JFK.

“My heart is bealing" he
says, “I'm looking out ncross
the Rubicon there, I see the en-
emy forces all drawn out. It Is
the duy, and I look forward to
battle. There’s sume blood in
store and a lot of hurt, but at

Btt Lo the other side and stand
the test of time"

PEOPLE

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE FAMOUS AND THE FASCINATING

Stillbirth ended
Sagal’s pregnancy

Married . .. With Chil-
dren’s Katey Sagal didn't
miscarry OclL 13, she says
in the Dec. 28 TV Guide.

She had a stillbirth.

“1 gave birth to a child
that F_...ﬂ_! here today,”
she tells the magazine. I
experienced the kicking,
the labor, and then ...
nothing ™

The loss of the baby,
she says, “Is as reql to me
us uny death hos ever
been. She was a very im-
portant person In my life,
und she was here for a
very short time,*

riage earlier in the vear,
but the second pregnancy
seemed to go well.

What made things even
harder: Sogal, 35, and boy-
friend Jack White watched the

Calobily Phiota
SAGAL AND WHITE: Reported
Sagal bad o miscar- miscarriage was actually a stilbirth,

By Scoti Do 3

*1 always thought when I got
to be an adult, tragedies

show. “Being a grown-up

Prince at his pique |

bitby's image an a monitor. “1t  caughl e by surprise.” L By
was a girl,” Sagnl says. — Craig Wilson |\ BT -
T
) he ‘Rush’ h
Phillips’ | The ‘Rush’ crush |sreny ...
zwo ng— LOS ANGE- Natalle Cole’s mother, Ma-
LES — Arnold ria Cole, tells the Dee. 20 issue

Stone Philllps is becoming | Schwarzeneg- of USA WEEKEND she won't
NBC’s rock of Gibraliar. ger and wife attend her daughter's concerts

Phillips, ns reported earlier | Maria Shriver or listen w0 her album Unjfor-
Ihis week in USA TODAY, Is | came late. But it gettable because, 1 just feel
leaving ABC's 20/20 o become | was Lhe film's that everything belonged to
Jane Pauley's coanchor on | star Jason Pa- (husband Nat King Cole})” ..
NBCs new primedime muga- | trie and his girl- Soul singer James Brown will

zine, which premieres in
March,

In addition (o those duties,
Phillips’ four-year, $1.5 million
deal calls for him Lo substitute
for Bryant Gumbel on Today
und for anchor Tom Brokaw
on NBC Nightly News With
Tom Brokaw,

A 12-year ABC veteran, Phil-
lips, 37, has & plece on integrn-
tion in Dubuque, lows, niring
lonight on 20/20 (ABC, 10
EST/PST). Healso has another
piece sluted for next week,
which could be his last nppear-
ance, After some tme off, he
will join NBC in mid-January.

—Brian Donlon

friend Julia
Roberts who
redlly stole the
show at Wednes-
day's premiere
here of Rush.
Al the party
afterward, the
couple played

pool — alone — m,__xasas__!_!,b_s.
In & roped-off CAUSING A STIR: ‘Rush’ star Jason Patric
area guarded by arrives al the premiere with Julla Roberts

security men,
Other celebs who showed up al the premiere included: Rush di-
rector Lill Zanuck; the flm's costurs Jennifer Jason Leigh and
Gr Allman; rocker Erfe Clapton (who wrote u song for the
Rugh soundtruck), Dana Delany; Rosanna Arquette; and Bruce
and Laura Dern,

— Eric Allen

receive & special American
Music Award in January.

BORN TODAY

Actress

Jenny Agutter s 39
Actor John Hillerman . 59

Jeannie Williams

-+ 50N vacation. Har
column will resume
when she returns.
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