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Truth or paranoia?

Oliver Stone’s movie “JFK”
— which opens today —
portrays the President’s
slaying as a coup d’etat. Is
he exploiting public
suspicions, or courageously
pursuing a real conspiracy?

By Ann Kolson

Inquirer Staff Writar

he movie ad calls JFK “the story that
won'l go away.” |
For 28 years, books, lawsuits,

dissertations, entire carsers have been
bullt around effars to answer that story's central
question: Why was John Fitzgerald Kennedy
assassinated?

Now, writerdirector Oliver Stone makes an
audacious attempt to solve the puzzle in a
compelling flim that opens naticnwide today, More
than three hours long, with a kaleidoscope of
characters, the densely packed JFK leaps from
color to blackand-white, [rom newsree] to re-
crestion, from fact to conjecture.

It is the work of a fllmmasker sither uttarly
brave or completely foalhardy.

In any case, JFK has garnered plenty of atteation
since Stone, 45, began {ilming in Dallas last April.
Since before shooting wrapped, before editing
began, even before the final script was completed,
Stone has been the center of a hurricane of
controversy — incalculable publicity for a $40
million film in an unpredictable box-affice year.

A three-time Oscar' winner, Stone Is notorious for
dramatically (same would say melcdramatically)
mining the *60s in such incendiary movles as
Rlatoan, Born on the Fourth of July and The Doors.
In each, the hero is a lone man in a world gone
mad.

In JFK, that hero {5 Jim Garrison, the
{lamboyant and widely discredited former New
Orleans district attorney who prosecuted the only
Kennedy assassination case that ever went to trial.
As Garrison, Stone cast America's Goiden Boy,
Kevin Costner, and filmed him in 2 honeyed glow,
surrounded by a loving blond wife (Sissy Spacck)
and five young children.

Writing a five-page defense of his mavie for the
current Premiere magazine, bere is how Stane
describes Garrison: “Like a Capra everyman, he is
darkaned and sacrificed, yet wins his soul in the
end.”

His is a conspiracy movie, & murder mystery
aimed at detonating the 26volume Warren
Commission report released by the govarnment 10
months after the m.lstu.mnn.L'arhe commission’s
{indings: that a lone , L2 Harvey Oswald,
shotand killed Pmi;e“;ﬂ:in F. Kennedy on Nov.
22, 1963,

Stone disparsgingly calls this conclusion — that
Oswald acted alone — America’s "Dfficial Story.”
“We're trying to creata an alternate myth 1o the
Warren Commission,” he explains.

(A young Philadelphia assistant district
attorney, Arlen Specter, was appointed 1o the
commission and i3 credited as author of its
controversial “magie bullet” theory, In JFX,
Garrison refers 1o Specter as one of the "grossest
liars" {n America.

(Sen. Specter's official statement oo JFK? “When
I get & chance [ intend 1o see the movie because [
enjoy fiction," he says.)

The film was inspired by Garrison's 1988 book
On the Trail of the Asssassing, Stone incorporated
that work and the book Crossfire: The Plat That
Killed Kennedy, by Jim Marrs, and an array of other

(See “JFK" an 8-D)

Kevin Costner,
above, as District
Attorney Jim
Garrison, visits
the grave of John
F. Kennedy in
“JFE." At right,
the film recreates
the assassination,
The movie is
reviewed today in
Weekend.
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+.-Earl Warren headed
‘the federal panel

.- that heard 552"

witnesses and-

reviewed thousands

of pages of docu-

. ‘ments before conclu-
ding that Lee Harvey

Oswald acted alone.

Lee Harvey Oswald
didn’t live long
enough to face a
trial. Some think he
‘was the patsyina
conspiracy; others
think he was hired
by the mob or by
-angry Cuban exiles.

Lyndon Johnson
rode in a car behind
Kennedy'’s limousine.
Some believe the
politically ambitious
Texan, who ascended
to the presidency
after the shooting,
was behind a plot.

Conspiracy

theories play

‘apart in ‘JFK’

By Steve Scott
Dallas Morning News

- . profusion of theories suggests that a
- conspiracy was behind the
. assassination of President John F.

Kennedy in Dallas' Dealey Plaza.
Director Oliver Stone makes liberal use of some
teories in JFK and discounts others Here sa

partlal llsli1
cial Story. A federal commission,

chmred by Chief Justice Earl Warren, conducted
the government Investigation of the, G
assassination. After hearing 552 witnesses and
réviewing thousands of pages of documents, the
Warren Commission concluded in 1964 that Lee .
Harvey Oswald, acting alone, fired three shots
{rom a sixth- floor window of the Texas School
Book Depository. .., ‘

“The Gnrrlso Theory Former New
Orleans District Attomey Jim Ganéison ‘who
prosecuted the anly assamtnation case carried -
to criminal trial :attempted to prove that right-
wing CIA operatives and anti-Castro Cubans :
conspired to kill the President, His theory is one
of more than a dozen lncorporated in JFK.

Crussflre. Films of the assassintion seem to
show Kennedy being struck in the head by a shot
fired from in front of his limousine. Theorists
say this means that the depository gunman,
whether Oswald or someone else, was aided by
a sharpshooter firing from behind a wooden
fence west of the bullding i

.i

"+ The Patsy. Conspirators whoever they
\ﬁere. used Oswald as a dupe, arranging fora
See' JIHBOR[’B 0} Dy
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14 “JFK,” from 1-D
theories that have come into being
over tne years.

, 90, 85 Stone told the New Orleans
Times-Picayune during filming in
that city, "I cannot say — I do not say
— that this is a true story.”

“Still, says Stone, facts aside, his
movie “speaks an inner truth.” As his
star Costner remarked in Vanity Fair
magazine: “You could examine it
point by point and discredit and dis-
mintle everything in JFK, but the

ovie as a whole has an emotional .

!_l_’(llh-" 3
~Zachary Sklar was the editor of

Garrison's book and co-authored the =

JFK screenplay with Stone. In Sklar's
view, ‘Garrison is a hero, but he.

. doesn't-believe the script paints him

* Wk trying to get the truth of the
* Keripédy assassination.” - < {"
(- ;. The natignal media generally deni-

grated,Garrison' when he brought;

acquitted after a brief jury delibera- s
U Honife oo - -..lowing the initial wave of negative
.2Jn May,'in one of the earliest pub-’; publicity; Wartier: Bros. hired Man-
lishied attacks on Stone’s effort, Wash-.

gt way. “The character in the film
i§-1jot the Jim Garrison I know," he
says. “The character in the movie is a;

. metaphor and a composite of many’

hers who've done a lot of hard

ra

; Hmo:‘leans ‘businessmaiy ‘and ré:

puted -CIA operative Clay. Shaw to
tHigl"in"1969 for conspiracy in the
murder of the President. Shaw. was'

Ington Post reporter George Lardner

Jr;, who covered the Shaw trial, wrote -

Gary Oldman as Oswald, being inter-
; vlewgg by reporters in “JFK."

have. appeared in Esquire and the
‘Washington Post. He referred.'to
" members ‘of the socalled “establish-

. “ment?’ “press~as' “Doberman’ pin-

--schers’, and “vultures.”
- “Stone was very upset by the early,
- real sayage attacks on hin last sim-
- mer, says; Frank Mankiewicz, . the
high-powered Washington public re-
lations man ‘and’ former campaign
manager for Robert F. Kennedy. Fol-

Kewicz to'introdice Stone to influen-
' tlal members of the Washington press
corps.and to plead the case for JFK.

& story;headlined “Dallas in Wonder- .. Says Mankiewicz, “I think some peo-

_'lapd:"How Oliver Stone's Version of ' ple feel very challenged by this

the; Kennedy Assassination Exploits' - movie because they all have a stake
the Edge of Paranoia.” Garrison's in- = in some, other point of view. There

vestigation, he charged, was ‘“a
frapd®. . : g
' ¥dim has gotten a raw deal in the
press," says Sklar, “The reason basi-
cally is, Jim Garrison was carrying a

" message that people were not ready to

hear at that time: that the CIA was in

. Some part involved in the assassina-

tion of their president. That message
was basically unacceptable.”

{ Lardner further accused Stone of
“chasing fiction." Others have called
nte question Stone's veracity, his mo-
fives, his right to tinker with history:
even his outsize ego.

- After spending 16- and 17-hour days
on the set, the indefatigable Stone sat
down to pen impassioned, point-by-
point rebuttals to critical stories that

are probably more believers in the
Warren Commission among the me-
dia than there are in the general
population.” .

Indeed, there have been doubts
about the commission’s findings. In
1976, the House of Representatives re-
opened the investigation and, 2%
years later, the House Select Commit-
tee on Assassinations concluded that
Kennedy “was probably assassinated
as a result of a conspiracy.”

According to a Washington Post
poll taken in May, 56 percent of the
American public believes that the as-
sassination was the result of a con-
spiracy; only 19 percent thought that
Oswald acted alone. And in a July
Gallup Poll, commissioned by Warner

Bros.,, 73 percent said they believed
that others, besides Oswald, were in-
volved,

“It was the most public murder of
the most public man — and glamor-
ous, and much missed. And the most
notoriously unsolved murder. It's not
surprising that the question doesn't
BO away,"” says 40-year-old British
playwright Stephen Davis, whose 1987
work, Love Field, also dramatized

" events surrounding the assassina-
tion. ‘ ! :
Stone’s film hammers home the
idea that the assassination was noth-
ing less than America’s first coup
d'etat: a sweeping conspiracy and
cover-up involving the CIA; the FBI,
the military-industrial complex, even
- FBI head J. Edgar Hoover and Vice
' President Lyndon Johnson.
" Philadelphia lawyer Vincent Salan-
dria'would agree: He was one of the
first to publicly cast doubt on the
Warren Commission report, analyz-
ing its conclusions in the Nov. 23,
1964, issue of the Philadelphia law
newspaper The Legal Intelligencer.
 He tias mountains of material on the
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assassination.

Based on his reading of a pirated
version of the JFK screenplay, he
believes the truth has been served. In
a recent letter to Garrison, now a
retired Louisiana judge, Salandria

‘asked his longtime friend to pass

along this message to Stone:

“Tell him that what he has under--

taken is pivotally important. Tell him

that his movie will educate the

. world’s public on the most significant

. shift of power in our century. Tell

i him that because of the importance
of his work he will be targeted by the
military-industrial complex.

“Tell him that he, like you, will
have his character, integrity, mental
balance, motives and artistry im-

u aln

But tell him, too, said Salandria,
that “he will be admired by all those

- who speak and act against the corrup—""

tion of the powerful.”

Stone has been accused not only of

‘tampering with history, but with

;other projects having to do with JFK. -

In February, - Ruby, a film sw'rm
Danny Alello, is scheduled to open. It

focuses on Jack Ruby, the small-time
mobster who shot Lee Harvey Oswald.

“There was so much difficulty with
Stone," says Davis, who adapted the
Ruby script from Field. “We had to
fight like crazy to get filming permis-
sion in Dallas. We had to fight to get

. access, [Stone| said he wasn't going to
.be upstaged by some cheeseball

movie.
“If he claims he’s trying to reopen

an era of American history, it's a pecu- -
liar way to go about it. He has no

exclusive rights to American history, *

or the '60s. It's hard enough making™ '

movies without going head-to-head
against fellow filmmakers.”

Last month, more than 300 assassi-
nation buffs showed up in Dallas for a

- three-day Assassination Symposium, a .

veritable bazaar of theories. And they

‘abound — from the Umbrella Man

theory to the Three Tramps theory.
In possibly the most original twist,

.CBS anchorméan Dan Rather has been

implicated " in ‘the new book The
Rather Narrative — LsDunRather the

B - JFK Conspiracy’s San Andreas Fault?
'I‘o cumcade with' the sympcsium, a,

local tavern held its fifth annual Con-

spiracy A-GoGo featuring the Six .
. Lone Assassins band and Oswald and-
" Ruby look-alikes.

One symposiitm participant was An. | |
drew Winiarcyzk, 38, coowner of tha(
Last Hurrah Bookshop in Willlams-
;port, Pa,, which specializes in assassi: |
nation and- conspiracy books. He tﬂa
to explain this obsession.
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“For people who were alive’ gt the | g

\‘tune. they feél they were robbed of .

not merely someone but of something

— the idea of both what John Ken- {

nedy was and what he stood for. We i

received a psychic wound, and re-’

placed our natural idealism with a:

sense of cynlcism he says. . ' TR
JFK screenwriter Sklnr -who, ‘lﬂta}' il

Stone, was a teenager when Kenn &

was shot, also believes that the

nation is a wound that has not h

“I feel the asassinationeitn nci;

been truthfully or’ adequately' dealt
with,” he says. “Until then, it is not?
possible to recIaim our natiopal?
soul.” : _-. ‘_:.:I
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that the Warren noBEumm_oa .._.EE.

: ._.ESE from 1D - ¢
look-alike to draw ‘attention to him-
self days before the shooting by hav-
ing a rifle 3?:.& and by B_num
target E.nnnom

The Three .n._.nn_ﬂm. _H.E.n@ habos

‘riding in a freight car were arrested

shortly after_ the killing. Some say
the men fired shots from the grassy
knoll, then ran to the train.

The Umbrella Man. Films of the
assassination show a'man standing
on the north side of Elm Street, twirl-
ing an umbrella as Kennedy's car
approaches. Some believe the man is
signaling for others to shoot. An-
other theory suggests the man fired
poison darts at the President.

The Magic Bullet. The bullet

was Oswald's second shot was found
on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital,
in nearly pristine condition. Critics
say ‘the bullet would have-beén se-
verely damaged if it had, as the com-
mission ‘said,” passed through’ the

nally.

The bﬁoumw. Doctors’ nﬁnnv.

tions of the President’s wounds dif-
fer widely. This has led at least one
researcher to believe that the
wounds were surgically altered to
make it appear that the President
was shot from behind. The theory
suggests that the surgery was done
after the body left Dallas and before

the autopsy at Bethesda Naval Hospi-

tal in Maryland.

Other theories concentrate on who -
Eosmn the’ EEdm_. and 831

The b:«ﬂw E_@F Cubans in the
United States hired Oswald to kill

", President Kennedy because hé had '
~failed 1o crush the Castro regime.
President and __.nE Gov. ._oE_ Con- i ' 23

The Red Menace. Communists E

the Soviet or the Cuban woﬁmwbﬂmu—.
- plotted the assassination.

5»2:.:._. The President was
killed because he would have with-
drawn the United States from Viet-
nam, while Lyndon Johnson escalat-
ed our role in the war.

The Mob. Organized crime killed
the President because he was trying
to break the Mafia's grip on the

. other facets of American En._ouo

sought to blame consegvative x|
“tremist groups such as‘the. ._oE_

Teamsters union E&@\En

version suggests thaf a R_E.n_u:w. 3
strapped Jack Ruby accepte
contract 1o murder Oua-E n
up mob Ee.o?mamuﬁ i 8
.»...i

The Far Right. mnzw ‘theories ~ 5

Birch Society, which were 48-.— in
Dallas at the time. . _

The ‘Hard-Liners. : Us.- ::.:_._ oo B
gence — most likely the CIA — had- -
the President killed because he wasa . ° .
liberal and too soft on communism. ./

LBJ. Political ambition drove the
Vice President to plot the assassina-
tion. !

..”.
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