(SCAR-

BASHING

Memo to the

Academy on Its
641h Birthday:
Retire or Reform

By Peter Travers

HE OSCAR TELECAST ON

March 30¢ch is an occa-

sion to dis the Academy

of Modon Picture Arts

and Sciences for sixty-
four years of consistent obruseness:
Though ie's peobably just a nasty rumor
thar the median age of the academy's
4993 voting members is also sixty-four,
the membership’s racisz, sexist, elioss and
resolutely old-fart meatality is self-cvi-
dent. Only one woman director (Lina
Wermmnuller) has ever been nominared,
only one black acror (Sidney Poider) has
won for a leading role, and no indepen-
dent film has won Best Picture. The

Drugstore Cowboy and Blue Vebet are nox
even nominaced. Why not just ignoce the
fossilized academny? Because Oscar nomi-
nees gt & boost at the box office, pi r
on video and win their crearoes other
jobs; the more progressive rejecos mighe
a3 well be wearing toe tags. The time for
an overhaul of voting procedures i now,
It’s ironic that the outery over this
year's nominations centers on Oscarc's
le sub of
How gratifying to think that the acodemy
overlooked her because her direction of
the lachrymose Prince of Tider was as
grating as her fingernails, er, pecform-
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pendents as Gus Van Sanc's My Oon
Private ldato (with the superh River Phos-
nix), Mike Legh's Lk [t Swext and Jenrie

1

for Tides, and Warren Bearty, a bigger
press hacer than Scretsand, topped her on
the chat-show circuit ("Warren and An-

Oscar defenders paine to the acade-
my's nomination of Boyz n the Hood's
John Singleton — at twenry-four, the

Best D nominee, as well
black one. But d:- gesture
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Howards End

a3 an allegory for the class war in
there Is nothing ic abour the movie
version, which ducrcnfunm"_l

s

tokenism. Bayr wasn't
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Jobn Tirtureo and Joba

They wnez rbbed (elockwise from top): Cape Feur' Krector Scorsese; Barton Fink.” with
Goodman; Phoenix in #y Own Private [dako’; Tife I Sweet’

and stars Horvooks and Alisan Steadman; Jackeon, with Halle Berry, in Yungle Fover:*

more independent artsas and

their studene brather, Tibby (Adrian
RleLenw).in a London Vicwodan
about to be razed for modem flats char
Focster called "the archirecrure of hurry”

grave’s hold on her character soon re-
stores the balance, On her deathbed,
ing Howards End

scoms the chaos of their lively Londan
household X Leon-

and their i
ard Bast (Sam West), a timid married
cleck whom the siseers have decided o in-

shusting off el the
lems of rebuilding a society from che
ashes of greed, the film of Howards End
speaks in fresh, starding ways to a new
genetation, Ir's 3 eaasfying irony indeed
that a book published in 1910 has be-
come the first great movie of 1992,
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