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Oscar noms play weil 0’seas for most films

BYDONGROVES

LONDON — b torcign  1nwr
ket The Prowee ol Tides”
JEK™ “Bugsy ™ and “Capy Fear™

louk st b reup the falidst divi-
dends Irom the Oscar nods

With the esception ol “IFRST
distribs bouked these films for e

February carlv March, “[FK
started rull our late Jarsuirs
using the Berlin Festoas a spring
paurd and counung on Oscur

nomsusd JULLDI\.’ whaminy
The kudus Lould disa provids o

Tresh Jease on Bl Jur such pleiures
Silence ol the Lambs.” Hoyz

HOLLYWOOD'S
HI-LIFE CHIDED

Cuntinwed fram puge &
buck into thedters will likele dene
Film campunivs o gamble un pros
ducingublockbusier

A e oy attendunee num -
biers urc Frony poar preoduin guaikity

duvou think they re guing wapend |

lessun the produet? ssked Guod-
child

But Hollvwoud exex will Hind
chillh reception when they o v
burks, hat in rand. SHlf federal
rules nestricting banks led
highly leveraged transactivns e
lited much lending 1o tils come
paries gver the st T8 muonths

-

Dhcaprite a recent lowsening ul the
rules: relinancin
er. by T
dilficul, s uondehild

Anuthit it iy Uredit Lydn-
i Bank Nederbard's spine of bad
fewne, That bank's exp
Parhe MGNL axwell as other
rwirs: his =etited Uil orhers

orsevertl plin
o Warner, i =il

(o [
w -

There's u megutise pachulugs

abuut lendimg ta Tiln, adds Good -
vhild 1 miuny  bunhs got
burned.”

DOROTHEA G. PETRIE,
LAMONT JOHNSON.,
HARVE BENNETT
BRADLEY WIGOR,

SEPH MAURER,

1ASH L

ANDING

Tonight 9:00 ABC

Nothe Houd™ and “The Fisher
hing,”" which are either well into
their runs or plived our

While no one can precisely pree
dict their B0, salue, Acadeims
Yvard nomimaliony gene
rilic free pubbcty and sware
butlding, and thut must increase
wani-fu-sew, suys Columbia
TriStur esce VP Tuny Manng

Best film bonanza

Distribs agree that the richest
pavull comes from winning the
beat il category, Hest actor‘ac-
Iricss snd director, o 4 bunch of
swards: alsw can stimulate biz

The noms themselves are "an
impurtant marketing dspet,” like

\h Seal of Goud Husekeep-
mng siva Stm Fishiman, chigt
buvker ol Britain’s Rank Oduwon.

Q' thi mujurs. Col Tristar prub-
ubly Tigures 1o gt the must milenge
Irom the lead-up 1o the Osciirs.

which will be prosenied March 30

In territories like France and
Sweden, whiere it hundles Carolee
und Qrion product o well gy Ts
awn wutput, Col TriStar has a towl
ol 44 noms Lo exploit

“Pringe ol Tides” upened lare
lst week in afx Eurupean markets
and South Alrica, and it rolls vut
rhisweek in many other territories

Dircetur-stir Barbra Stretsand
held court for the European press
last week m Lundun and was dug
1w continue her PR 1our in Madrid.
Bul hud tw reten 1o the US. be-
wittisw of sy

Speuking in Rome. Manne said
every major Taliun newspaper hod
duvoied ut least b (ol puge 1o the
nums. | Stremand’s [ilm wins fur
bost picrure: “vou'll sec the results
jump.” Manne suid

“Hugsy " I8 sluted 1w bow eiery-
where during the periud Murch -
20, allowing a gap alter " Prince ol

MCA mulling two versions of “Kitty’

Continued from page |

One swtion, KSTE-TV. Mip-
meapolisSt Paul ariginally turned
duwn “Kity Kelley.” When MCA
TV bruached the pussibilin ul o
half-hour sersion, the stution re-
newet negotiations

‘It verwinly changed our ot-
titude,” soid |ohn Degan. KSTTVS
program dircdlor. who added tha
o ali-hews show bs ciisfer to sehed -
ule thamn un hour program

HMCA TV goes ahead with the

plun. cuch one-hour  program
would by pesedited e o hall-
huur. |

Schwab said the company will
ke o Hoal degisiun ynee the coo-
numigs I Wunulvzed.

Wiy was ane uf the st
Lulkid-about pilors ut lastmonth’s
Nl Assn, wl Television Pro
g Eaceutises conlab in Noew
Orleuns. Sume reps. impressed by
the show's pilot bur concerned
ubout it muinthining quality us an
hourdung sirip. belivee o hull-hour
furmiat could strengthen the shuw

Juck Tentress, VI und direewor
ul prigramming al rep lem Petry
Nationnl Television, said & hall
Bt vermon is i wery interesting
aliernutive” for stutions amd would
be likely o improve the show's
clenfunee rae

“1 think it sa very good idea.” he
sindd. “ I this elimate. with o many

v b
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tulkshows out there, and su many
Irving to get un the ar, yuu have 1o
wllersemething diflerent,”

Dean Buniing. progrum direetor
ap KCRG-TV, Cedur Rapids. lowa
suid his stative didn’t hve the
hourlong slot in curly Iringe that
MCATY reguested for Kitts,™

“We had a hall-hour slot in the
morning we wanted wfill so MCA
said, "Wl what ifwy ollered vou
halfhour sersion™” We were inter-
ested, but we hudn't heard amy-
thimg [ike tha before from a ssndi-
cutur:” hesuid

While MCA TV's llexibility re-
ts COgUrness 10 guin chear-
Tur the shaw, sume stutions
that comminted 1 the full howr mas
not by huppy ubout the change.

Ruburt Finke, gencral manager
al WPRE-TV, Providence, R
which nlready has cheared the
shuw. gonceded than he would have
Boen mutl interested i the hall-
huur version tham in e full hour
But Schwab said negotiutions will
not be reopened with markets al-
ready clegred for the hour.

Mark Burush, programming
heud ar WPXE-TV, Pittsburgh, suid
the hall-hour version “might have
helped. might have opened up
sume arviny - but ndded (hat he
cuuld huve found a place for either
the hill-hour or the hour,

Rruce Marson, VP und general
mgrager ut WHDH-TV, Buston.
satid he would huve cleared cither
version. ) was very impressed with
the pilat. hust is polished but
natural i was refreshing lo sec a
(ormut thar was something dilfer-
ent than 4 host walking sround
with 4 microphong, a studio audi-
ence and n guest”
ally lessy Raphael ™ began life
in both hour gr hali-houe versions:
and some stations clear half-hour
editions of ABC's “The Home
Shuw

fleety

s

AD CORRECTION
In the Don Messick ad [Dady Vanaty
Fab 7], the Charlea H. Stern Agency.
InG asaress should have read 11755
Wimhire Sivdl.. Ste 2320, LA, CA
90025 Harmtan J Pig i a Warner Bros
Tiny Toan Adventurss’ character.

Theley™ 50 "we would not siemble
wver oursehes,” per Munne,

Warren Beatty snd Annetre Ben-
ing tave rub-thumped the film in
lapin and will sturt a Eurepean
tur this week.

Manny safd Col TriStar's inter-
natunul vlfices heve been 1old 10
try 1o wrring nrn.m: runs or o
'\I\.nd ur \.\r.md “The Fisher
“Bovz N the Hoed"” and
“Silence of the Lambs™ to tike ad-
vantage ol their Oscur publicity

Tt may ot be pussible i some

premium. 1 have o problem with
cupacity,” suid Raok's Fishiian,

He has agreed o reecleuse <Sie
lenee of the Lambs™™ for two weeks
in London sarting Frday, The
muvie is alrcudy out un videe. bul
Fishman figures he can wring out
mure dullies using the pitch “Seeit
sguin on thebig sereen

EK strategy

Wiarner Bros, launchid "IFK™
in virtually all of Earope throe or
lour weeks ugu. The sir

gt ahead of the puck. and stake a
clatm pn thewers,” said  Frank
Piereie, WB VP, Europe. 7In sume
territuries, holdosers take pro
denee over daring (new product).

“We ull believed the picture
would get nominations. Wi wunt-
ed tu be in the markerpluce alreudy
ruther than go alterwards,” saidl
WH Furupe advertising: publicily
VIt |uliun Senior.

WH increted the ud spending
ui IFK” across Earope this past
weekend 10 highlight the nums.
wsirng mutlanal newspapers wnd, in
France. rudioas well:

territories where playdutes arc at s |

!

Suminations are o salidation
They must udd valug and interest,”
Seniorsaid.

Pierce ».n.dll\ IFK™ directar
Ofiver Stur tirdhess elturis w
promufe the fitn in Europe. helped
by media reaction that was lar
mure lavorable thin in the U.S_ us
the major cuntributor (o the filoys
blockbuster results.

Sometimes skeptical ol the value
uf Oscar contention. Micree recally

Driving Miss Duny,” which WB
handled in the United Kingdom,
W rished it out because ol the
nominations and the LS. success,
and it was disappointing.” he said

United Intl. Pictures orchess
truted the release of “Cupe Fear™
iternationally lor L Februury
carly Murch after its Berdin plat-
furm tu toke sdvantage of Oscar
pussibilitics.

FCC extends
comment date

WASHINGTON —The F
Communications Comm
Friduy extended for 20 days the
dundling Tor partics 1o lile com-
muents G refaxation of cable: pet-
wirk crusa-ownership rules

Capital Citics, AHC un Feb. 14
askid for a 3U-day exiension of the
filing deudliniz. The FCT suttled un
20 duys, thus making comments
due March 23. Reply comments
areduce April 7.

The Big Three, led by ABC. are
pushing the FCC to chunge rules
that bur weby rum owning cable
syatemy and vice versi,

Network al groups and in-
dipendent broadeasters huve thus
far been lukewart 1o the idea.
claining rhat it could liad to grear-
er puswer fur cable upcrators

Continued from page |
| tertpinment, which comprisis sva-
dication, videw, cuble and puv-TV

miuking him the first homevd ex-
ceutive turun i major studio

Alsy, bver the waekend an Onon
spokesmin denied  reports that
major lavolls are expected Thurs-
day

Although the company ¢ontin-
s to review all of s Lperations, as
it ulways has, there ure no lavoifs
currently conemplated,” he said

Sources sad the number of exs
peeted lavolTs could be significunt
Last month sbout i dasen seripe
renders were lef go. AL that time
insitde suurces said another 60 ur
su staffers would evenraally be laid
alf in New York und Las Angeles
Whnly Variety, Feb. 191
who will ussume his new
duties immediately. would pot dis-
cuss his appointment Friduy, say-
ing through a spokesman that he
will reserve comment until Bern-
siein deparis

Bernstcin issued @ statement
saving. “During the difficult pe-
riod of Oriun's reorganization, ng
wne mude @ greater contribution o
the company than Len Whise.™

On the subject of his departure.
Bernstein added. 1 also want to
express my decp appreciaton oall
ol the Almmakers and creative tal-
ent who have made a lasting contri-
bution 1o Orion since its founding
| 14 years ago and to all my col-

)

| with the company sugh o

ORION KNIGHTS WHITE PREXY, CEQ

leagues at Qrion pust and present
whu have made My asoviation
atifving
und rewarding espetience.

Parumount annpunced  Bern-
stemn’s new jub just two days alwr
he bad denicd rumors than be
would leave Orion during the
bunkrupicy  procecdings  (Baily
Variety. Feb: 193

White wus handpicked fur lus
new jub by Bermstem, and a major-
itv gl the Oriun buurd bucked the
L‘IU(\.'L'

Takeover

White took vver is Urion Home
Entertainment chairmun in March
wi last vear upon the retirensent ul
Larry Hillord, whe dicd Friday
tsee abiruary. page 371

He had joined the conipuny us
prsident and chivl vperiting ol
ficer in February 1987 when Orion
stirted ity homevid operanion.

The humevid unit has been the
bright spot fer Oriun during the
past year,

I'he operation, which runs an
little overhead by industry stnd-
ards, rang up ST million in sales.
Orion's 1990 Oscur-winning
“Dances With Woles™ st
recued 8t the time of its vid releuse
for the most units shipped. sbout
630,000

Befure juining Oriva, White was

president, North America,. for
CBS/Fox Videu from 1982 1w
1987.
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