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(TVreview |
‘48 Hours: JFK’

By Rick Sherwood
Surprisingly and sadly, CBS' “48
Hours: JFK" examination of the
renewed controversy surrounding
the assassination of President
Kennedy turned out to be more a
retrospective than an update, a
well-packaged look at history rath-
er than the kind of investigative
report we might have hoped for. It
was fascinating to watch, but when
it was over you didn't know any
more than you did when it began.

It had a lot of the flash and some
great old footage that brought back
a lot of memories, but when you
got right down to it there was very
little new it had to offer. The spe-
cial seemed designed more to ex-
ploit the current resurgence in in-
terest than to examine it, and
ultimately was more an effort to
dispel the rumors than promote
them. It was definitely a look back
more than anything else.

The installment obviously was
made only because of the flap sur-
rounding the release of Oliver
Stone’s “JFK,” which in many
ways is a marvelous tribute to the
filmmaker, Indeed, in one of the
show's few new interview seg-
ments, Dan Rather sits down with
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Stone to discuss the film and his
personal beliefs but, like the rest of
this project, fails to provide much
insight.

To be sure, producers came up
with a rather brilliant format here,
and it was very well executed by
the show's more than capable cor-
respondents. The show culls from
what must have been thousands of
hours of film footage from the time
of the assassination and ensuing
years, breaking the footage into
tidy little segments that examined
the assassination theories; ‘Lee
Harvey Oswald, the man and the
myth; and conspiracy theories like
the Castro connection, CIA in-
volvement and mobster-ordered
murders. It looks back at past CBS
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polls, examines evidence, and
even occasionally points out some
of the mysteries and theories.
The benefit of hindsight pro-
vides the segments with a fresh
feel, but never a fresh perspective.
Few new interviews were con-
ducted for this program, and the
few that were really don't add
much. The program is notable as
much for what it didn't look at as
for what it did. Much to its credit
this production never was exploit-
ative; it's just that it was never

very insightful or probing either.
In the end, Rather more or less
lays to rest all of the conspiracy
theories as “comforting” thoughts -
about a very discomforting mo-
ment in history. If we had known
he was going to do that he should
have told us up front rather than
dangling that carrot out there,
Then we could have watched
the show as the look back at histo-
ry it really was rather than the
smoking gun it turned out not to
be. a




