“JFK exposes faction of ruling class, not class
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rule itself

or Reagan—obs us of an imporant
intellectual tool: the ability to think
conceptually, in abstract terms.

And precisely this point causes
the commotion surrounding “JFK."
Most conspiracy theories promise the
“real story" about historical events,
engross us with names and details, and
never address concepts such as imperi-
alism, fascism, militarism or capital-
ism itself. But because “JFK” dissents
and hints that the military-industrial
complex killed the president, almost
every “respectable” columnist in
America has slammed the movie. If
Stone had made a film that blamed the
mafia or Fidel Castro, not one of those
“free-thinking” editorial writers would
blink an eye.

The crucial scene in “JFK,”
the very heart of the film, features
district attomey Jim Garrison receiv-
ing anonymous information from a
Pentagon official. Does he advise
Garrison to find the ringleader of the
plot? No, he directs him to figure out
why:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

But that is as far Stone, or
Hollywood, will go. What's infuriat-
ing about “JFK" is what it does not say.
It intrigues us with interfactional dis-
putes inside the ruling class but fails to
expose the ruling class as a whole.

Having identified the proper
enemy—the war machine that needs to
pad its profit margin—what solutions
does “JFK" leave us to ponder? Revive
the spirit of Kennedy, “the fallen king!"
The best we can do, “JFK”™ suggests, is
find an imperialist we can live with.
Applaud our favorite rich white male.
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Choose a faction of capital whose super-
appearance looks nice,
“JFK” puts a finger on a

and despite its outrageously sex-
ist subplot about Garrison’s family life,
“JFK” is a thought-provoking movie
and better than most works of conspir-
acy theory.

We should not completely
overlook the important contributions
of conspiracy theorists: Wopdward and
Bemstein, CIA whistle-blowers such
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