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A good read adds to intrigue

Titte: “JFK: On the Trall of the
Assassing”

Author: Jim Garrison

Read by: Edward Asner

Tima: Thres hours, 2bridged
Data: Auglo Renaissance: 51585
Our rating: sk

Written saveral
veurs 330, this
first-person ac-

@ count of former

New Orleans Dis-

trict --\tlorncy

Jim Garrison's

investigation of

the assassination of John F. Ken-

nedy has besn given a new lease

on life by Oliver Stone's contro-

versial film, “JFK.” which uses it
as one of its sources.

In this abbreviated form. the
main points of Garrison’s case
against New Orleans businessman
Clay Shaw and others seems im-
pressive, mainly because of the
one-sidedness of the account and
the authority of Asner’s gruff, un-
derplayed good ol boy narration.
(Asner appears in the film. as a
conspiratorial private detective.)
The other side of the coin is the
reality of the situation: Shaw was
vindicated by the trial.

Title: “Den of Thiaves'
Author: James B Stewart
Read by: John Hockenbarry
Time: Three hours, abricged
Data: Simon and Schustar
hudioworks; $18

Our rating: vrirkw

Wall Street Journal editor
James B. Stewart’s non-fiction
‘best-seller shines a powerful repor-
torial light en the dark side af
America's financial juggernaul of
the '80s, revealing how “the great-
est monevmaking boom in Wall
Street’s history™ fucled “the great-
est ciiminal conspirscy the finan-
cial world has ever known.”

Stewart's account draws upon
coun transcripts and onginal in-
erviews 10 construct a nveting
narrative with the pace and ten-
sion of a fictional thriller. [van
Boesky and Michael Milken are
major players in the high-stakes
action.

THE AUDIO FILE

TCOM NOLAN and CICK LOCHTE

This abridgment seems to in-
clude the most salient sequences
of a complicated scenario, Close
initial concentration will make it
easier to follow the rest of the
story.

Hockenberry, a familiar voice
10 listeners of National Public Ra-
dio, narrates with appropriate dra-
matic authority.

Title: "Night Over Water'
Author: Ken Follett

Read by: (not billed)

Time: 15 hours, unabridged
Oala: Bookcsssetie; $25.95
Qur rating: w*

Ken Follett’s current it thriller
takes place in 1939, just after Brit-
ain has declared war on Germany,
The setting is @ Pan Am |uxury
airliner that sleeps 40 and crosses
the Atlantic in a single day.

All on board this skvborne ship
of fools are escaping various polit-
ical and social entanglements.
There's the prominent British fas-
cist and his family; the young
Jewel thief on the lam; the brilliant
Jewish physicist, the beautiful
young married woman with a new
Amencan boyfriend. Also present:
an FBI man and his gangster pris-
oner. and a flight engineer whose
wife is being held captive by
thugs.

All this makes for a rather
bumpy takeofF; but once the mul-
tiple plots™ engines are humming.
Follett keeps a sure hand on the
controls, The bookeassetie’s anon-
ymous narrator does a serviceable
222

Job,
(Toll-free order: (800}
3325)

ur rating: *#x

Peter Mayle, a British-accented
veteran of Madison Avenue who
bailed out of the advertising game
10 write books. began document-
ing his and his wife's life in the
south of France with the 1989 best
seller, “A Year in Provence,”

The author himsell reads this
abridged version of his charming
memoir, an account filled with
colorful provincials. insensitive
tourists and Gallic pleasures. An-
ecdotes revolve in low-key fashion
arpund the Mavies' effonts 1o get
their new Provencal home redone
by Christmas, while a passel of
workmen help and hinder them.

Recreations and celebrations in-
clude an impressively staged goat
race and a number of feasts 5o lov-
ingly described one can almost
taste them. Major comic reliefl is
provided by snobbish or boorish
out-of-lown visitors, all refresh-
ingly English — not an ugly
American in sight. Mayle is a first-
class reader of his own work.

Patrick Macnee, siar of the
1960s television shaw “The
Avengers,” bnngs an admirable
zest and precision to the audio
condensation of Mayle's second
best-selling chronicle. 1991's
“Tourjours Provence.”

But the authenticity of the au-
thor's own voice is necessarily
missing. Also, the tales in this sec-
ond volume (the writer's 30th
birthday, an elaborate wine-tast-
ing, a major truffle purchase, the
hunt for buried coins) glow 2
shade less enticingly than those in
the first,

Title: "'A Year In Provence’
Author: Pster Mayle

RAaad by: Fatar Mayle

Tima: Thres hours, abridgad
Data: Audio Renaissance; 51535
Our rating: *#%

Titia: “Toujours Provance”
Author: Peter Mayle

Raead by: Fatrick Macnes

Time: three hours, abridged
Data: Audio Renaissance: $15.95

Title: “Lirtle Man: Meyer Lansky and
the Gangster Life"

Author: Robert Lacy

Read by: Aan Silver

Time: Threa hours, abridged

Data: Dove, $15.95

Our rating: 4k

Based on interviews with people
who knew Meyer Lansky, Robert

Peter Mayle
Charming memoir
's book attempts to debunk
the various myths surrounding the
“accountant for the mob.” whose
fondness for numbers rivaled

Rain Man's.

We learn of Lansky’s dvsfunc-
tional family: two sons. one physi-
cally impaired, the other emation-
ally scarred; and a daughter
apparently as conscience-free as
her father. We discover that, con-
trary to the stories of Lansky’s
greal amassed wealth, for him
crime actually did not pay enough.
Finally, we follow his unsuccess-
ful attempt in his declining years
to find safe harbor in Ismael.

Lansky's story is intnguing. if.
in this adaptation. flecting. but
Ron Silver, terrific on stage and in
films, nin'a:cs it in a rather unin-
spired ma

(Toll- frec arder: (800) 345-
9945.)
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ON LANGUAGE

Everything’s
coming up
euphemzsms

When
George Bush.
during his
state visit to
Japan, was af-
flicted with

House mdes called i, or “intes-
tinal flu.” as it was called more

ly, or “gastroenteritis” as
preferred by Lawrence K. All-
man, M.D., medical correspon-
dent of The New York Times,
many radio and television news
readers shied away from the
distasteful verb to describe
what the president did.

First reports were that- he
“was taken ill and collapsed™ or
“became sick to his stomach
and fainted™; later. the broad-
casters added that he had
thrown up.

Print reporters were more in-
clined to come up with the hard
word. When Mariin Fitzwater,
the White Huuse press secre-

Titte: "Scarlett”

Auvthor: Alexandra Ripley

Read by: Dixia Carter

Time: Six hours, abridged

Data: Simon & Schuster Audioworks;

Our rating: @

Yes, the book is sclling like.
well, Michael Jackson CDs. Yes.
this very audio version has made
Publishers Weekly magazine’s
weekly audio best-seller list.

Ignore the madness of crowds.
With its dimensionless characiers,
ambling plot and cliche deep-
South rarration, this audio ver-
sion would be awful at three
hours. Al six, it 15 unbearable. Oh,
fiddle-des-don't.

Tom Nolan 15 a contributing cdis
ror ar Los Angeles Magazine, Dick
Lochte’s novel, "Blue Bayou,” will
Be published in July by Simon &
Schuster.

BOOKMARKS

Centinued from Page 24

can Women,” Directors Suild of Amanca,

7229 Sunsael Bivd,, Los Angeles; :30am

19 12:30 pm. $70 (includes contineatsl

braghfast and parking). Pra-registration rec-
(310) 846,

THURSDAY
W Posts Morma Cale, Pasquale Verdic-
=hio and Payl Vangetist will raad Irom thair
racent works. Occid Collage’s Morn-
son Lognge, 1800 Campus Road. Los 49-
poles: 3 p.m, Fras. (213) 253-2802
W Bock ‘o' oll raconteur Richie Hass will
rwad starias and poams. Common Grounds
Goffes House, B250 Ressda Blvd.,
Horthridge; 8:30 to |1 p.m, N& pover
charge. (873) B9a-0228
SATURDAY
W James Ragan, post and Jirecior of the
protessional writing program al USC, will
mign copies ol “Womb Weary' e Caie
fornia Writsr's Club, San Fa

Guesty: 55. (818) 884-4605
B Author and Pulitzar P

8 Sipgrapher Surbara Foster, ssxistant
profeasor of history &t City Univeraity of
‘York, will give a siids tacture and aulo-
wraph copiss of "Forbidden Journay, the
Lita af Alaxsndra David-Nael. " Los Angeles
Public Library’s Cantrel Library, 433 5.
Spring St 11 km; Frea. {213) 612-3314
W Authors Fobert Block, David Brin, Mick
Farren, Aichard Christian Mathsson, Or.
Thomaa 7, McDanough, Mazine O'Callagh-
an, Msianie Rawn, R.AYV. Salgitz snd Marc
Shapiro will autogragh thair oocrkl af the

W Foets Shirley Graham, Tarry Steven:
son, Stellasue Les snd Willle Sima will reag
from thair works. Sculpture Gacdens Ras-
taurant, Vienice Placs, 1031 Abbot Kinnay
Bivd,, Yanice; 3 1o § pm, Danation requasl-
ed. (310)

IN THE FUTURE

W Posts George Evans and Jimmy San
tlago Baca will be presanted by the Lannan
Foundstion's "readings and conversaiions”
saries. Centor Graen Thesire, Pacific De-
ign Canlar, 3887 Meiroge Ave., Wast Holly-
woad; 730 p.m.Fab. 11, Tickets: 55 gener-
al admisnion; $2.50 senior and students.
Call Thaatrix {213) 4881767 (A limitad
number of tickats will be sold at tha door.)

Read." Los Angeles Airpon Hilton, 5711 W,
Cantury Blwtl, Loz Angales; 4 10 3 p.m
Fab-14; 11 a.m. to 3 pam Feb, 15 and noon
to 8 p.m. Fab. 18. Admission: 510 for first
night {good for all three days) sna 55 on
Saturday and Sundsy. (B18) 503-2233

SEMINARS & CLASSES

1ary, d that the presi-
dent “was feeling weak and was
helped 1o the floor by Secret
Service agents,” a reporter in-
troduced the V-word: “Was the
president nauseous when he
siumped to the floor, or was
there any vomiting?" Fitzwater.
being helped 1o the truth by

Jjournalists, said: ~Yes, he-was
nauseous. He did vomit just be-
fore he slumped 1o the floor.”

But he adopted the gues-
tioner’s use of nauseous, whicn
most dictionaries say means
“‘causing nausea or disgust:
sickening.” (Pronounce it
NAW:shus, not NAW-zec-us.)
Nausea is rooted in “seasick-
ness,” from the same Greek
root as nautical; for vears, good
usagists have insisted that be-
fore vomiting, you feel nauseat-
ed. not nauseous.

As.a card-carrying lexicogra-
pher and seif-stvled usagst. | al-
ways say, | am nauseated.” be-
fore clapping a handkerchief
over my mouth and racing to
talk to Ralph on the big white
phone, but [ don't knaw any-
body else who says that,

They all say, “Gawd. | feel
™ or offer a 1elegraph-

MONDAY
@ Authar Lillian Fadarman (*Odd Girls
and Twilight Lovers: A Mistory of Lesbian
Lite In 2Cth-Century Amarica”) will ba tha
first writer in the UCLA Estansion saries
"Gay sod Lasbian Litarary Salon: Saven
Ev-mngi with the Community's Premlar
Writers." Room 118, Haines Hall, UCLA
iT 1o 10 g.m, Fae:

grang apening of the Back-
Pumlwu ﬂliﬂundnumnm A
cadla; 2 to 4 pm. Frea. (B13) 447-8211,

HEXY §LRa¥
B "'Mra. Bush's Story Tima.” § read-
atoud radic program for childran teaturing
first \ady Barbara Bush reading "The Ugly
Duulﬁng. by Hans Christian Anderzen

ralist Susan Faludi will te jcinea by Sma
Contraiter Sray Dawvie and ofhar panaiists
in a forum basad gn Falugi's book, “Back-
Insh: The Uncaclared War Againat Amern-

Brace J KABC-AM
(rad), 8a5i0 7 p,
W Open rnnmu. the lliad Boakshog.
4820 Vingland Ave.. Narth Hallywood: 8
pm. Frae. (318) 509-2888.

BOOK SALES.

SATURDAY

B Uzed Book Ssie. Sunland-Tujunga
Branch Library, 7771 Foothil Bivd. Tujun-

gar 10 am. to noon. (B18) 392-4481

IN THE FUTURE

M The 25th anaual California intsmational
Arllwnriln Book Fair cffers rare bocka,
manuscripts, fine graphica and prints and @
special exnibition, ""Farbiddan Sooks and
Manuscripta: Danying tha Fraedom 1o

:T«“: SEan. admission (525) available af
door an space-available basis. {310) 825-
9415,

Some evenis and seminars may
require a fee or reservations. Sub-
mit items three weris in advance
of the event 1o Bookmarks. P.O.
Box 4200, Woodiand Hills. Calif,
V1365-4200. Publication of notices
does not imply an endorsement by
the Daily News.

ic ““Nauseous, gonna go
whoops,” and they actually 1zke
offense when 1 correct them
with “No, you are navseated™:
in one instance, my lap then be-
came the target of a power

boot.

Probably the preferred slang
verb 1o describe the evacuation
of the stomach was used by
Johnny Carson just after the
episode involving the presi-
dent: “If you had to eat raw fish
while vou looked at Lee lacoc-
<a, you'd barf, too.”

William Safire is a columntit
Jor The New York Times.
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