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‘Mlsslsslppl conquers N.Y.; LA. shrugs off ‘Gullty charges

BY AMY DAWES

“Mississippi Masala' has spe-
cialty filmgoers whistling a new
tutie as it unseats "' Hear My Song™
in New York debut for Goldwyn,

Second feature from director
Mira Nair (“Salaam Bombay!"), a
contempo romance involving an
Indian immigrant and a black busi-
nessman in Mississippi, grossed
$46,000 in first weekend on two
Gotham screens.

Il anyone accused LR.S. new
release of being a stiff, it's ' Guily
25 Charged,"” as the Rod Steiger
black comedy rolled over and
played dead in first weekend,
chalking up less than $6.500 on
rwo LA screens.

Among other specislty pix, the
big story is African-American film-
maker Julie Dash's “Daughters of
the Dust,” which incressed 2%
from last weekend to a robust
$17,090 at City Village East on the
Lower East Side, amazing even
distrib Kino Intl.

“This is a classic, old-fashioned
word-of-mouth response,” said
Kino's Gary Palmucci, who said
pic Is playing to largely black, fe-
male audiences. “We're advertis-
ing 1o some extent in New York but
there's been no broad-based cam.
paign.”

Kino opened " Dust," which tells
of the Gullah culture preserved

among slave descendants on the
Sea Islands off the Georgia coast,
Jun. 15 at the tiny Film Forum with
the aid of Manhaitan-based pub-
licity firm KIM3.

After two weekends in moveover
to Village East pic is trailing a cume
todateol $114,563.

The following are actual earn-
ings over the three-day weekend
for films playing on an exclusive
basis (up to three screens) in Los
Angeles and New York,

Los Angeles
“Hear My Song" (Miramax)
cheerful $17,668 in seventh at
Music Hall, dropping 15% in its
first downturn after four straight
iﬂcf’ﬂﬂﬂ

34%, and $1,515 at AMC Santa
Monica, down 52%.

“Guilty as Charged” (LR.S)
frail $3,894 in first weekend at
BevCenter Cineplex; $2,492 at UA

Coronet.
New York

“Mississippi Masala™ (Gold-
wyn) golden $25,649 in debut
weekend at Angelika, with $33,-
488 in five days since Wednesday
opening; plus $20,182 weekend at
Carnegie Hall, $27,973 since
Wednesday

“Hear My Song™ smart $6,744

for Sunday only at City 68th St.
Playhouse, down 14%, with me-
lodic §33,029 for previous 7-day
week, down 11%.

"Dlu.hlm of the Dust” {Kino
Ind) up 2% in second weekend 1o
terrif §17,090 a1 City Village East.
with $25,651 since Wednesday.

“Voyager” (Castle Hill) foot-
loose $15,373 in second at Lincoln
Plaza, down 22%.

“Europa, Europa” holding at
$12,328 in ecighth weekend of
moveover to Quad, down 8%.

'35 Up" nice $9,403 at Film

Forum, down 15%.

“Until the End of the World"
(WB) middling $10,121 at Ange-
lika, down 8%,

“High Heels" (Miramax) kicky
$7,170 at Loews Village 7-plex,
down 26%,

“Black Robe” (Goldwyn) leggy
$7,120in 13that Angelika, down 7%.

“Hearts of Darkness: A Film-
maker's Apocalypse” (Triton)
$4,704 in fourth weekend of
maveover o Quad, down 25%.

“Life Is Sweet” §4,493 in sev-
enth at Quad, down 5%.

Miami film fest kicks offin ‘Mambo’ style

"35 Up" (Goldwyn
ing strong $16, 829 in L.-\ debu! at
Nuart,

“Europa, Europa” (Orion
Classics) a must-ses at Royal with
3% increase in third weekend of
moveover, to $14,265,

“Hearts of Darkness: A Film-
maker's Apocalypsc”™ (Triton)
nice $8,804 in fourth at AMC Cen-
tury 14, down 28%.

“Life Is Sweer” (October
Films) steady in sixth at Goldwyn
Pavilion with modest $4,686,
down 9%.

"Alan & Naomi" (Triton) bow-
ing out in second with $4,111 at
AMC Century 14, down 9%: plus
52,060 at Cineplex Fairfax, down

BY WILLIAM STEVENSON

MIAMI—Friday night's open-
ing of the ninth Miami Film Festi-
val was a major cultural and social
event for acity thatis feeling the full
effect of the recession.

Regardless of the economy, the
fiest public screening of “The
Mambo Kings" was sold out well in
advance. The film was shown at the
Gusman Center, a renovated Med -
iterranean-style movie palace in
downtown Miami.

Before the film began, festival
director Nat Chediak introduced
Oscar Hijuelos, author of the

source novel, “The Mambo Kings

Play Songs of Love"; screenwriter
Cynthia Cidre (a Miami native);
and the cast members in at-
tendance: salsa singer Celia Cruz,
who received & standing ovation;
Desi Arnaz Jr,, Antonio Banderas
and Armand Assante.

The film's director, Ame Glim-
cher, thanked Warner Bros. for fi-
nancing “a project that was unusu-
&l and that was about a culture they
knew little about.”

He added, “We are all American
immigrants and can all see our-
selves in the Cuban experience,
Cesar and Nestor Castillo (the
film's protagonists) represent
every immigrant who has come to
this country.”

Martin L. Solomon, president of
the Film Society of Miami, expects
the nine-day festival to be well at-
tended.

He said ticket sales would ave
age sbout 1,000 per film, with =
sales of 35-40,000. In addition:
said, the publicity surrounding r
year's event had attracted 500 ¢
members to the Film Society.

The festival closes Sunday
Lina Wertmuller's *Sar0
Sunday and Monday,” st
Sophia Loren, The film soci,
holding a tribute to Loren on
liams Island Saturday.

The festival is screening 27 F"
from 15 countries and also is oag
inganumberof seminars,

casting by. ..

Handbook for finding
CSA Casting Directors
& their Credits
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Strong ‘Hand’ keeps JanuaryB 0.inline

Continued from page |

last year's lanuary take of $380.0

million. But the latter figure way an

all-time January peak, so the cur-
rent number is far fram being con-
sidered a letdown.

In fact, all year-to-year compari-
sons through March may suffer
from the fact that the first quarter
0f 1991 was a smash B.O, period.

The seasonally adjusted Variery
Box Office Index for January was
160.6 compared to 1729 a year
ago, Since the Index base was
100.0 in 1980, last month's perfor-
mace was 72.9% above the average
month's action in the base vear,

' Other leading January pix were
“Father of the Bride," “The Prince
of Tides,” “‘Hook,” “JFK."
“Beauty and the Beast,” “Grand
Canyon™ and *Fried Green Toma-
toes."

m.:ﬁr ‘.‘.'.ll.:"

| fram page §

luneful $6,469,602, averaging
$3,678in 1,759 nurserics. The 31-
day take for the chiller is a socko
$51,457,782.

*Final is" probed a so-so
$6,411,441, avengmg $4,263 on

=
ot —1—1

]
-

1,504 during its first
shrinking.

Universal's slesper success
“Fried Green Tomatoes” was off a
mere 8% in its seventh griddling 10
a ! 56.157,290.lv=rq'in[

CAMERON SEEKS FREEDOM WITH NEW FINANCING

Continued from page 1

Cameron is said 1 be looking to
have the same kind of creative and
financial independence at his 19-
month-old, filmmaker-oriented
Lightstorm Entertninment that
promi producer |

commitment to the company.

Last week, another prominent
fitmmaker, Alan | Pakula, left Ccr
olco's fold after

co-scripted by Cemeron, stayed at
the top of the box office for six
weeks in 1984 and grossed $38.4
million domesticall

release from his first-look deal to
sign an overall directing/produc-
with Warner

Gordon has at his autonomously
run, JVC-backed movie company
LnrgoEnurmrrmml.

indicate that C.

ing
Bros. (Dm!y Variery, Feb. B).

Given his track record at the box
office and respect as & filmmaker's

like Gordon—who now has the

ithal to entirely finance the
negative and marketing costs of his
own movies and distribute through
the majors—is looking to be a
master of his own destiny.

With such a potentiul arrange-
ment in the offing, Cameron could
step out of his overall deal at finan-
cially ailing Caroleo Pictures be-

fore it officially

year 1o go on
his deal and re-

Cameron

fils ker, industry hers be-
lieve the timing may be ripe for
investors to want to jump aboard
Cameron's locomotive.
Representatives for Cameron,
including ICM chairman Jeff Berg
and Lightstorm prexy Larry
Kasanoff, declined to comment on
any speculation about the film-
maker's future financing plans.
Kasanoff did, however, ac-
knowledge that the major objective
at Lightstorm is to “control our
own destiny on the movies we
make .., We are n working film and
related rights production mr‘rry."
He said that Lightstorm was in-
nmau:ly involved in supervising all
pects of “Terminator 2, includ-
mg the creation of all products re-
lated to d'm film, approving every

p y owes

the company one more mavie.
Cameron’s most recent big-
screen outing, last summer'’s ex-
pensive nu er " Terminator
2" for c-mnsm. was the
. highest grossing film of the year
with more than $200 million do-
’ mestic and roaching $500 mil-
lion worldwide in theatrical rev-

enuesalone.

Sources said Caroleo chairman
Mario Kassar is aware of Cam-
eron's desire to land independent
financing and has given his bless-
ing to the filmmaker, which indi-
cates he may be willing to forgive
Cameron the outstanding movie

**i*t*i*ttt*****&
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In Town!
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merch license (there are
65) and u.mmg in the marketing
of the film.

Company, he said, will continue
to follow that model in all of its
future business dealings.

Noted Kasanoff: "“We looked at
‘Terminator’ as a movie and an
industry. It's an $800 million o
$900 million business in and of
itsell at the reqail level,” The film
shipped arcund 714,000 video
units in the US. alone, which
translates into around $70 million
at the retail level.

“T2's" 1984 predecessor, "The
Terminator,” also starring Arnold
Schwarzenegger and directed and

“West Hollywood
News (WHN) In Review"

Pilot in post
production . . .

13 10 go!
Thanks to all!

St. Genesius Ent. Inc.
Ivan Markota, Exec. Dir

Cameron's sci-f‘ sequel
“Aliens" won two Oscars out of
seven Oscar nominations.

Cameron also wrote and di-
rected the 1989 underwater thriller
“The Abyss," which was a box of-
fice disappointment domestically
relative toits cost, and ca-wrate the
Sylvester Stallone hit “Rambo:
First Blood Part 11"

His next directorial outing will
be the psychological drama “The
Crowded Room" for 20th Century
Fox (Daily Variety, Aug. 27).

§5,010 in 1.229 diners {entering
181) while ing from second
to fourth. The 47-day B.O. for the
comedy-drama is a zesty $25,-
342,589,

Fox's World War [l-set roman-
tic spy pic " Shining Through" cal-
hpscd a huge 43% in its second

cloak-and-dagger mission to a
lmﬂss 678,566, falling from third
to fifth and averaging $2,567 in
1,433 fish-and-chips houses (ar-
riving in one). The 10-day total is &
disappointing $11,718,047,

BV's “'Father of the Bride" was
down an acceptable 219{: in its
cighth catering to a stil
$2,786,032, slipping from rm?;hy
to sixth while averaging $1,694 in
1,645 ballrooms (exiting 49). Over
52 days, the cumulative is a wham-
mo§72,379,574.

Fox's “Grand Canyon" sur-
rendered a sizable 32% in its sev-
enth bull session to a hoarse $2,-
461,245, or $2,012 per in 1,223
neighborhoods, while going from

Buena Vlsta’ ‘Medlcme
gwesB 0.shotinarm

fifth to seventh. The 47-day total is
agood $23,988,945.

BV's animated record-setter
“"Beauty and the Beast” advanced
its 89-day total to §106,427,543
while giving up an OK 30% in its
12th waltz to a still soulful $2,309,-
007. Dropping from sixth to
eighth, “Beauty” averaged $1,461
in 1,580 villages (leaving 68).

WB's much-debated assassina-
tion docudrama “|FK" continued
pulling in strong biz, with 2 moder-
ate 28% decline in its eighth sum-
mation te an eloquent $2,308,799.

The 189-minute film averaged
$1.709 in I,mmch(lm-
Ing 44) as it a notch from
eighth to ninth. "JFK's" 52-day

isan impressive $57,947,808,

Slipping from seventh to 10th,
TriStar's “Hook" continued to
fade with a 35% evaporation in its
ninth yo-ho 1o a moderate §2,101,-
370, or §1,315 per in 1,598 coves
{exiting 238). In 62 days, the fan-
tasy-adventure has hauled in a

powerful $109,921,554.
Inits two N.Y. showcases, “Mis-
sissippi Masala” a terrif

averaged
$22,916 during its first tasting, for
a weekend total of $43,831. The
five-day take is $61,500.

The pic opens in Philly tomaor-
row and on 20 screens in 15 other
markets Friday, in time for the
four-day Presidents Day weekend,

“The Lunatic” managed a wee
$3,338 per in its two N.Y. bou-
doirs, collecting a total of §6,675.
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