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Starrisng Kirvia Costrver; Stoay Sprmcil,
Gary Oldman, Joe Pesci, Kevin Bacon
Diractad by Oliver Stone

Written by Scane and Zachary Sklar
Warner Beas,

By Peter Travers
UST A FEW YEARS AGO, IN
Ball Diaham, Kevin Costner .
played 2 bush leaguer who
declares, "1 believe that Lee
Harvey Oswald acted alone”
by way of expressmg support for the offical
story about the assassination of John F,
Kennedy. Now Cosmer shows up n_,fFR
as New Orleans DA Jim Garrison, who
believes the Warren report is a lie,
Cosmer's abour-face is only one of the sur-
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the winningly fractious Smne is used ©
thrust-and-parry relationship wich the
press. "The diny lirde mdAm
-ouma‘.am. Scone recently wrote, ",

that its generally m:g.&mmmpm
a ligtde, somesimes a lox, bur

Stone war treanse (Sehudor, Plaoos, Bom §
on the Fourth of Jub) or a Stone marality
wale (Well Sover, Tilk Radio, The Doors),
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generally wrong, Sometimes just a lircle,
sometimes s log, but wrong, Even when
his intentions are worthy and backed with
skalled technigue — as they are n JFK -
tion, pull any smung m make s case.
JFE is the bess and worst of Scoe in
ane volatle package. The movie i often
tremendously exciring; Stone and eo-writ-
er Zachary Sklar put three decades of
it tonepie n
o the mouths of dozens of characters.

Deonald Sucherland, as a military deep
throat named X, out tales
at warp speed, with an additional goose
from john Williams's pumped-up score.
And the 1 load consi

60N 48 N eCCENIC C3-
reerise who reporcedly
bribed and coerced wit-
nesses is glossed over;
Stone based most of his
movie on Garrison’s 1988
book On the Trail of the

ing the he-

roically sooching Costner
as an agicated man who
dances with facts Is a cun-
i ning seeake. Cosmer puts

t-go.
And Srone is shameless in exploiting
'y appeal: Garrison's wi

when Stone mixes in the real (newsteels,
photos, the shocking: home movie of the
murder taken by Abraham Zapruder)
with the imagined (reenacements scaged
on acnual sites and shot from different an-
gles and n varying and tinss), The
camera work of Richardson and
the editing of Joe Huwhing and Pietro
Scalin are cutstanding, creaung & vast oy
clorama that sets the mind reeling wich
Suill, those Sixties pundics who fear
goens of Amesica wi a false view of his-
cory seem both hysterical and gallingly
patronizing, Those who weren't born un-
ol after the assassination can soll cell 3
muckraker from a hiscorian. [FK is as
much & documentary as Hook. Clap your
hands indeed if you believe in conspiracy,
but look elsewhere for a balanced view.
Stone doesn’s balk ar simplifying com-
plex issues. The bad guys are the CIA,
the Mafis, the Dallas police, J. Edgar
Hoaver, LBJ; Castro, anti-Castro Cu-

yet, rakes a shormut home from a
Lakers game and nearly gets
blown away by ; Simon
(Danny Glover), a tow-truck

Mack, irs that

and wants o adopt her o fill the void
by a son who's growing up and s husband
who's screwing his secremry (Mary-Lou-

ise Parker); Davis (Steve Martin),

ED BY THE BOX-OFFICE
Terminator 2, 1991 will
as a year of hystesically aver-

movie ty. From
Robin Hood to Hook, bulging
in mk en-

terminment. Sell, there were
enough choice flms among the more
than 400 released Uit & tefi-
best list and ren mentions.
1. THE Swence oF THE Lamss: Di-
recwor Jonathan Demme’s classic dhriller
slso works as a stinging social comment
about an FBI traines (Jodie Fum]h'm

1991 TEN BEST & WORST

Nick Nolte, master director Martin
Smuemnkhmfmmmkﬁﬁrudﬂh
and escalating the violence. To quote
Robert Mitchum's line to Nolte, "Well,
pardon me all over he place”

Cheers are also due Mike Leigh's Lfe
Ir Sweet, Gus Van Sant's My Oun Proate
Idsho, David Mamer's Homicide, John
Sayles's City of Hope, Spike Lee’s Jungle
Fever, Eric Bogosian's Sex, Drugs, Rock &
Roll, Bruce Beresford's Black Robe,
hthdu‘sD&fwdﬁYwLﬁ,Dwid
Cronenberg's Neked Lunch and Ag-
nieszka Holland's

For the 1991 dis lise, ler's avoid che
obvious Teenage Mutant Nirja Tisrtles se-
I:Jmkmdsﬁ:kmdmemm

raised expectons only w quash them.

1. Hupsoy Hawk: Even in a year of
Bruce Willis's $50

3. Barton Fing: A

Jewish pllwriﬂhr (Jobn

Turtucro) sells out to
Hnl]va), while 2 sales-
man (the underrated John
Goodman) teaches him
aboue the common man in
the darkest comedy yet
from the Coen brothers.

4. Buesy: A tour de

ston's ssconishing documentacy probes
the world of drag balls, where gay black
by aping & pop culaire that rejects them.
7. Tue Fisuea Kine: Terry Gilliam
fuses fantasy and reality into & magical
amalgam that shows off the procean
ents of Robin Williams, Jeff Bridges,
Mercedes Ruehl and Michael Jerer.
8. Boyz ~ THe Hoop: Despite
the

i

vanity p

million hymn ro his own nonexistent
charm takes the crown for

wreeched excess.

2. Tue PrINCE OF

Tings: Director-star

Barbra Streisand gives

Willis a rum for the ego in

: et

this b
family saga whose plot is
as ponsensical as is con-
zl‘ﬂ‘lmy tEU\!‘ Wi

3. For tae Bovs:

4.

Harrison Ford stars i the worst of the
yuppie deemed movies. Ru

wup: The Dactor, City Slickers, Dymg Young,
The Batcher's Wife and Hook,

6. THE MaRRYING Maxi Kim Ba-
singer and Alec Baldwin exude smugness
in the worst of the Disney comedies.
Runners-up: Scenes From a Mall, Oscar,
True ldentity and Emest; Scared Stupid,

6. GuiLTy BY SUSPICION: 13 Robert
De Niro really playing 3 Communist?

7. THE RapTurE: Mimi Rogers is sur-
prisingly good as an oversexed L.A.
phone operator who finds God even
Michsel Tollan's film (an inexpli-
cable art-house favorite) is god-awful

there's sdill 2 big stink coming
from the shelf this nirkey is rotting on.

J or Horgs This crassly

9.
won a Foreign-film Oscar. Recount!

10. Tuz Last Boy Scouts And they
said no action flick could fall as flat as
Hudson Hawk, Bur Bruce Willis, who

ity
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