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tion buff until I read Mark North's absorbing

and addictive “Act of Treason: The Role of J.
Edgar Hoover in the Assassination of Pruillent
Kennedy”tCarroll&Graf mpasm;mssx

temb&oflﬂﬂz,murethan-ayearbdmthemni-
‘nation, but never informed theSecretService

That act I.loneeou.ldmnsﬂmtean "lcto!&h-
son,” but North goes on to say that long before the .
assassination, Hoover, concerned that Kennedy
would enforce Hoover’s mandatory retirement in
1965, had attempted to blackmail Kennedy with FBI ~
information about Kennedy’s phﬂsndering partic-
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Marcello, whose deportation had been arranged by
Robert Kennedy, ismmg the cmtract for Jack Ken-

nedy :
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" North uses hundreds of sources,

5 quutmg
‘seemingly unconnected articles in the Washington
Post, the New York Times and dozens of other

heaﬁngsottheWarmCmmBion :

‘Newspapers,
“and House Select Committee on Assassinations, IRS
 bulletins, PBS’ “NOVA” report “Who Shot Presi-

ularly with Mafia boss Sam Giancana’s riend,
Judlt’{, Exner. When Kennedy refused tog;:lf intimi. - dent Kennedy?,” hundreds of articles and nearly 70
dated, North says, Hoover then compromised Vice Wb““mfmm“m‘dﬂﬁ‘
President Lyndon B. Johnson with undisclosed FBI = - - L e ,«s,epm 11
information on scandals involving Johnson's gang- 1 - s--;-:;“-".'i. fol T g e, :
ster friends Billie Sol Estés and Bobby Baker. - . s
Of course, conspiracy theorists reap new plots ‘-
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turn uninterested readers into rabid assassination %1 BAGHEUL. gw. et
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- to FBI surveillance of Martin Luther
;commuuiﬂnandm'ganizedcdmgin@;nedpa. i

The result is the most thoroughly documented
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every source is given the same weight
as every other source. But North's attempt to cut through
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- themythologymdsﬁcktowhathebelieva_tobethef_xcts— . North, contacted

1 — What a pity fhat parter holds the wrong major. Still, you have
enough fo bid game and you certain don't want fo try for a 4-3
. spade fit or an 114rick contract in . Bid three no fromp. -
2—Wecunundardundihmwho‘mmludmnolnurm
respond fo a fakeout double with two clubs and, therefore, choose o
me-baadoumdllmfhurihmﬁskloﬂngusfahemﬁ.ﬂm,w
feellhurnmumuihiglmrbkofmishgauipadeﬁ.m&nica
is to double, and pass should parter respond two clubs.

3 — You can’t double becouse parimer’s-most likely response in
hearts would leave you in an unlenable position. This is one of those
rare hands where we would overcall on a four-card suit — the suit
qualﬁymdﬁw@hd.fhehmdmmuh.ﬁdmspade.

4 — When an opponert opens the bidding in your best suit, it is
invariably in your best inferests fo pass inifially. This hand s no
excepfion — your spade suit is nowhere near good enough for an
ovemull,mdhmkvd. - :

5— This is a whit foo strong for a overcall. Our
choice wouldbebdoubh,ibenbidspudes“:s-spmdnaplyuspmﬁbh
mmﬂmﬂsm.ﬁpmm.hhm.am
contract could still be a viable possibility,

6 — Pariner has made the weakest response possible, and could
hwmmmg.ﬁdswﬁelymﬂdslpoﬁﬁcmﬁm,bm
despifeywrﬁnwppoﬂ,puhmumhimumﬁmndwbh,w
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ROBERT C. OWEN: (Treaty Needed to) LIMIT (Orbiting) TRASH:
“Three decades of space activity have built . . : an i y of ..T.
orbifing frash . . . dead satellites . . . Yools and gloves and a cloud of

dust ... We're messing
what we're doing.”
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up a pristine environment without knowing =
2 ~ " Patricia Holt is book editor for The Chronicle.

‘When the House Select Committee

mh . mof - form ally found a conspiracy and
; ' _ rejected the Warren Commission

Report in 1979, Iwas hooked’

- Z.w ¥~ — MARK NORTH

hhﬁnﬁtlﬂd:ﬂﬂm : - g kil [ LR R .
by phone in Texas, says that he got
interested in the assassination in 1975, when Mort Sahl
hosted a television program showing film of the motor-
‘cade and questioning the Warren Commission Report. “I
read the conclusion of the Warren Report and wondered
even then about the part where they specifically condemn
the FBI for its failure to supply the Secret Service with
information regarding specific threats. (He reprints this
-section in the book.) Pretty soon I was reading every book I

~ ‘could find, and when the House Select Committee formal-

ly found a conspiracy and rejected the Warren Com-
- Inission Report in 1979, I was hooked.” :
- _North admits he has no inside information or sources,
‘that he “eame to this as an eutsider, as an attorney looking
for evidence and legal relevance. I realized early on that 1
had to frame a time period and create a chronicle in which
1 could put every dated, documented fact I could find. I
started analyzing all of Hoover’s speeches and writings,
the things his supporters put in the Congressional Record,
studies on the Mafia, microfilm of the Post and Times for
every day from November of 1960 on, and all serious books
on the assassination, pro and con.™ - i
As North compiled his chronicle, “I began to look
more specifically at who was in charge of the investiga-
tion, who had a vested interest in keeping material away
from the Warren Commission — real motive-and-opportu-
nity questions. One night it finally dawned on me that this
thing in all likelihood had been set up, and that Hoover
was the responsible party. It was very unsettling, but
“when I realized I was right, I reacted as most Americans
would, initially very sad that this could happen in the
United States. Then I got angry. I felt we had been cheated
out of the constitutional process.” . .




